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Chitas for Monday, Parshas Ki Sisa
Taanis Esther

Yud-Gimmel Adar, 5783 - Shnas Hakhel
  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family ~ may they see tremendous bracha in all of their endeavors!

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת מרת חנה צביה ע״ה בת ר׳ יוסף יצחק נ״י וילנקין-דובראווסקי

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
Lizchus Yaakov Mordechai ben Masha and Faiga Raizel bas Chana Rivka for their Adar birthdays ~ Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

This week is dedicated
L’ilui Nishmas

גיטל מאשא בת אברהם
Gwen Shapiro A”H

L’ilui Nishmas 
Shlomo ben Aryeh Zev

Shliach and Chayol in Tzivos Hashem
~ by Drelich family ~

Mazel Tov Zalman Yuda Hakohen Rosenfeld (Proud shliach in Aventura, Florida)
~ Bar Mitzvah Yud-Gimmel Adar ~

May he grow to be a Chossid, Yerei Shomayim, and Lamdan!

Mazel Tov Private Levi halevi Shusterman (Mt. Olive, NJ)
~ 7th birthday Yud-Gimmel Adar ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Mushka Haskelevich (shlucha in Hamilton, NY)
~ 11th birthday Yud-Gimmel Adar ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Ki Sisa - Sheini with Rashi

Today’s Chumash is extra long! It has the WHOLE story of the Cheit Ha’eigel. In shul on Shabbos, a Kohen gets the 
first aliyah, a Levi gets the second aliyah, and a Yisroel gets the third aliyah. That means that this aliyah goes to a 
Levi. Since Shevet Levi wasn’t part of the Cheit Ha’eigel, it isn’t embarrassing for a Levi to be called up for this aliyah. 
But it COULD be embarrassing for a Yisroel to be called up to this aliyah, since the other Shevatim were involved in 
this aveira.

Monday Parshas Ki Sisa - Taanis 
Esther

Ki Sisa

http://chabad.org/dailystudy


Chitas for Kids / Monday, Yud-Gimmel Adar, 5783 - Shnas Hakhel 2

We go back to what happened at the end of Moshe’s 40 days on Har Sinai:

When Hashem finished teaching Moshe the mitzvos we learned in Parshas Mishpatim, Hashem gave Moshe 
two luchos: They were square shaped — 6 tefachim tall and 6 tefachim wide — and 3 tefachim thick. Five of 
the Aseres Hadibros were carved on one of the Luchos, and the other five were carved on the other one of the 
Luchos. The letters were all engraved with a neis: The letters were engraved straight through the Luchos, but the 
letters looked the same on both sides! Also, even though some letters have a piece in the middle (like Samach 
and Shloss Mem) none of those pieces from the letters fell out!

Meanwhile, down at the bottom of Har Sinai, the Yidden made a very big mistake. They were counting the 
days until Moshe Rabbeinu would come back, and they thought (just like with a bris milah where we count 
the first day and the last day as part of the 8 days),  that the 40 days that Moshe would be on Har Sinai also 
started on the day Moshe went up on Har Sinai. But really, Moshe meant 40 FULL days. So when they finished 
counting what they thought were 40 days, and Moshe hadn’t come back yet, they thought that Moshe wasn’t 
going to come back at all. Really, though, it wasn’t time for Moshe to come down yet!

The Satan also tricked the Yidden by showing them something that looked like Moshe passed away!

The Yidden believed the Satan, and now they thought they need to get someone else to show them what 
Hashem wants. They thought that maybe Hashem would agree to talk to them through something made of 
gold, like the Keruvim on the Aron. They thought that if Aharon would make a gold statue, Hashem would talk 
to them through it. (They didn’t know yet that it is asur to make something like the Keruvim. Hashem already 
told this to Moshe, but Moshe didn’t have a chance to teach this to the Yidden yet.)

Aharon didn’t think it was a good idea, so he told them to go get gold rings from their wives and children. He 
thought that the women and kids wouldn’t want to give away their jewelry, and this way he could push it off 
until later. But instead, the men took their OWN gold jewelry and brought it to Aharon.

Aharon wrapped up the gold and threw it into a fire. Then some tumah magicians from the Eirev Rav (the 
group of goyim who joined the Yidden when they left Mitzrayim) made some magic and a live calf (baby cow) 
made of gold  (Eigel Hazahav) came out of the fire! The Eirev Rav said, “This is Hashem who took you out of 
Mitzrayim!” Even though the Yidden just wanted something to LEAD them instead of Moshe, the Eirev Rav 
decided to treat it as an Avodah Zarah. Some of the Yidden got excited and started to do Avodah Zarah with the 
Eirev Rav.

Aharon wanted to stop them, but since he saw that they killed Miriam’s son Chur when he told them it was 
asur, he realized he wouldn’t be able to stop them by speaking to them. Aharon thought he could find another 
way to make them wait, so he said he would build a Mizbeiach. He built it himself, very slowly, so there would 
be enough time for Moshe to come down before then.

But the Satan woke the Yidden up very early the next morning. It was the morning of Shiva Asar B’Tamuz. 
They brought korbanos to the Eigel, and did many aveiros.

Hashem told Moshe to go down the mountain, since the Eirev Rav got some of the Yidden to do aveiros. 
Because the Yidden are at a lower madreigah in kedusha, Moshe has to go down too.

Hashem told Moshe that the Yidden keep not trusting Hashem, so He will just destroy the Yidden and make 
Moshe’s children into a new nation.

Moshe begged Hashem not to do that! He davened to Hashem to forgive the Yidden. Hashem agreed that only 
the Yidden who actually did the Avodah Zarah would die right away.

Now Moshe went down from Har Sinai, carrying the Luchos. Yehoshua had been waiting for Moshe, and they 
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went down together. When Yehoshua heard the noise coming from the Yidden, he said, “It sounds like they 
are fighting!” “No,” said Moshe, “it is a very sad sound — a sound of aveiros.”

When Moshe saw the Yidden dancing around the Eigel, he decided to break the Luchos so the Yidden couldn’t 
get punished for not keeping the Aseres Hadibros. He threw the Luchos, and they broke into pieces on the 
ground.

The Yidden stopped the Avodah Zarah, and Moshe took everyone who was part of it to Beis Din. Moshe asked 
that people who didn’t do the Avodah Zarah help him, and Shevet Levi came. They helped Moshe to punish the 
people who deserved it. Three thousand people were punished for their aveiros.

Now Moshe told Shevet Levi that the bechor of a family won’t do the Avodah anymore. Instead, the kohanim 
from Shevet Levi will.

The next day, Moshe went back up onto Har Sinai to ask Hashem to forgive the Yidden.

Moshe said, “if You forgive the Yidden that is good! But if not, please erase my name from the Torah!” Hashem 
said that He would erase the names of the Resha’im from the Torah, not Moshe’s name!

Hashem made anyone who was seen doing Avodah Zarah, but was not able to be punished by the Beis Din, get 
sick and they died.

Moshe stayed on Har Sinai for another 40 days, and didn’t eat or drink anything the whole time.

Hashem told Moshe to take the rest of the Yidden to Eretz Yisroel, but a malach would come with them. The 
Yidden aren’t able to have Hashem’s Presence with them anymore the way it was before.

When Moshe saw that Hashem wasn’t so close to the Yidden anymore, Moshe decided to put his tent at the 
very end of the Yidden’s camp.

Moshe called his tent the “Ohel Moed” — the “meeting” tent, because that’s where you could “meet” Hashem 
the best, near a tzadik.

All of the Yidden would watch Moshe go to his tent, and saw how Hashem’s cloud went down onto the tent. 
They would bow because they knew that Moshe was talking to Hashem!

Hashem would speak to Moshe “face to face” — like a person talks to his friend. Then Moshe would go and 
teach the Yidden what Hashem told him.

The Torah tells us that during the whole time, Yehoshua never went away from Moshe’s tent!

TEHILLIM :: 69 - 71

In today’s Tehillim, we say a posuk, “Yemalei Fi Tehilasecha.” “My mouth should be full of Your praises.”

The Gemara says that this teaches us that when we say a bracha, our mouth needs to be FULL of the bracha. 
That’s why if a person forgets to say a bracha, he should take the food out of his mouth before saying the 
bracha if the food won’t get ruined (for example a lollipop), because our mouths need to be full of Hashem’s 
praises when we say a bracha, not full of food!

See Kitzur Shulchan Aruch siman Nun, se’if Yud

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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TANYA :: Likutei Amarim Perek Lamed-Gimmel

When we think about how “Ein Od Milvado,” that there is nothing besides for Hashem, and that Hashem is 
here with us all the time, our neshama will be very happy.

Today we learn that a Yid should really be DOUBLE happy. Why? Because, not only are WE happy that 
Hashem is with us, we have another reason to be happy too! When we know that Hashem has nachas from us 
doing our Shlichus in the world, so we know that we made Hashem happy, that makes a Yid extra happy. 

That’s what we learn in the last of the 12 Pesukim — which comes from today’s Tanya!

HAYOM YOM :: Yud-Gimmel Adar

The Hayom Yom was written for a year where there were TWO Adars (a Shana Me’uberes). This year there is only 
ONE Adar (a Shanah Peshutah), so we learn BOTH Hayom Yoms every day!

First the Rebbe tells us that we don’t say Tachanun in Mincha like we do on a regular fast day, because it is Erev 
Purim!

Yud-Gimmel Adar Alef

One of the basic ideas in Darkei Hachassidus is that a chossid should want to share something good that he has with 
others.

The Rebbe Rashab would often speak to the Frierdiker Rebbe about how special it is that Chassidim don’t just learn 
and enjoy Chassidus for themselves, but they share what they know with others! Today’s Hayom Yom is one of the 
things that the Rebbe Rashab told the Frierdiker Rebbe:

When a Chassidishe Yid sits in shul and either teaches Chassidus from a sefer or explains it by heart, this brings 
a great simcha to the Rebbeim! This brings down so much bracha, that the bracha is enough not only for the 
chossid himself, but for his children and grandchildren too! 

Yud-Gimmel Adar Sheini

Chassidus explains the deeper meaning of mitzvos and halachos, both in Ruchnius and in Avodah.

Today we see how Chassidus explains what the mitzvah of fighting Amalek means in Avodah!

In the parsha about Amalek, it says that Amalek fought with the Yidden when they were in Refidim. Refidim 
can be split into two words “Rafu Yedeihem,” which means “their hands were weak.” The Chachomim tell us that 
the reason Amalek was able to fight the Yidden was that their hands were weak from Torah.

This means that the Yidden forgot the kedusha of Torah, and that we need to live the way the Torah teaches. 
That was the way Amalek was able to come fight with the Yidden. 

So how did the Yidden win over Amalek? 

Yehoshua chose Yidden who were connected to Moshe Rabbeinu, “Anshei Moshe.” They were able to win over 
Amalek.

The same is true in the fight against Amalek in our Avodas Hashem! Our “Amalek” is when we don’t see the 
Kedusha of Torah, and forget that the Torah is teaching us how to be better Yidden.

The way to win over this kelipah of Amalek is to be from the Anshei Moshe, to be connected to Moshe 

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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Rabbeinu. In every generation there is a Moshe to connect to, which is the Rebbe of that time. The Rebbe 
teaches us and gives us koach and chayus to feel the holiness of the Torah and that it should bring us to be 
Yidden the way we should be.

Then the posuk says, “Tzei Hilachem B’Amalek” — “Go fight Amalek!” The Torah doesn’t say it the way we speak 
to a group of people (plural), but the way we say it to just one person (singular)! The Torah is telling EACH of 
us individually, in every time and in every place, to fight against our Amalek and learn Torah and do mitzvos 
with a chayus!

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #292 - Mitzvas Lo Saasei #219, Asei #245

Today we learn the last perek about workers, and we’ll start a new set of halachos — the halachos 
of borrowing.

We have two mitzvos today in Sefer Hamitzvos:

1) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #219) You can’t stop an animal from eating while it’s working. 

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Ki Seitzei: לֹא ַתְחסֹם ׁשֹור ְבּדִיׁשֹו

Even though the posuk only talks about a cow which is plowing a field, the mitzvah is for any animal and for 
any kind of work.

The dinim of this mitzvah are explained in Perek Zayin of Mesechta Bava Metziah.

2) (Mitzvas Asei #245) If someone borrows something, he needs to follow the halachos of a borrower, a shoel.

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Mishpatim: ַאל ִאיׁש ֵמִעם ֵרֵעהּו  וְכִי יְִשׁ
The halachos are explained in Perek Ches of Mesechta Bava Metziah, and Perek Ches of Mesechta Shevuos.

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Sechirus - She'eilah Upikadon 

In Perek Yud-Gimmel, we learn more about today’s mitzvos: When an animal is working, we need to let it eat 
whatever it’s working on. We can’t cover its mouth, or scare it so it won’t eat. But if it’s working on something 
that will make the animal sick, we can cover the animal’s mouth — because this mitzvah is there to make the 
animal feel good. Eating something that will make it sick WON’T make the animal feel good, so we are allowed 
to stop it from eating!

We also start learning halachos about borrowing, Hilchos She’eilah Upikadon:

Perek Alef talks about your responsibilities if you borrow something. One halacha is that if you ask your 
friend, “Can I borrow your pencil to do my homework?” — then you can’t use the pencil for anything else.

If the pencil breaks while you’re doing your homework, you don’t need to get him a new pencil, but if it breaks 
while you are carrying it home, you DO need to get him a new pencil.

In Perek Beis we learn that when the owner is working together with the person who borrowed something 
from him, it’s not counted as borrowing according to halacha. So if you are working on a poster with your 
friend, and you borrow your friend’s markers since you forgot to bring yours, you don’t have to pay him back 
even if you stepped on one of the markers and broke it. 

If a husband and wife borrow something from each other, it is ALWAYS counted like they are working 
together! So if your Mommy borrowed Tatty’s hammer and broke it, she doesn’t have to buy him a new one.

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Eidus - Perek Ches

In today’s Rambam, we learn that the witness can be more important than what is written in a shtar! An 
example for this is someone who has a signature on a shtar that says a person owes money to his friend. In 
Beis Din, he can’t seem to remember anything about it. If nobody else can prove that it is true, then since the 
Eid doesn’t remember, the shtar is worthless.

INYANA D'YOMA :: Taanis Esther

One of the minhagim of Taanis Esther is that before Mincha, we give Machatzis Hashekel.

In the last farbrengen we were zoche to hear from the Rebbe, it was Parshas Shekalim. The Rebbe spoke about 
Ahavas Yisroel in a way like never before! The Rebbe explained the importance of Ahavas Yisroel, and the lesson 
we learn from Machatzis Hashekel.

Every Yid only gave a half, so that we know that on our own, we are incomplete. We are only whole if we are 
b’achdus with another Yid. When we know that all Yidden are one big unit, and that we are complete only 
when we are together with another Yid, it will make us so excited every time we see another Yid! We will know 
— this person is who makes me whole! We will treat the other person with respect and Ahavas Yisroel, because 
we are truly one.

See sichas Parshas Vayakhel, 5752

TEFILLAH :: The Tefillah of Ad Mosai

In the Megillah we say, “Hayomim Ha’eileh Nizkarim Venaasim” — we remember what happened in those days, 
and we learn from there how to live today. Everything we read in the story of Purim has a message for us. In 
farbrengens, the Rebbe would point out lessons we can learn from even the smallest details of the Megillah!

One of the easiest things to learn from the Purim story is about the koach of tefillah and bitachon in Hashem. 
The gezeira at the time of Purim was the worst gezeira possible, because ALL of the Yidden were in danger at 
the same time! The Yidden knew to reach out to Hashem at such a time. They came closer to Hashem by doing 
teshuvah and cried out for Hashem to save them. This tefillah, together with their mitzvos, had the koach to 
overturn the gezeira and make it the happiest Yom Tov that has ever been!

This reminds us to also call out to Hashem to help us whenever we are in a hard situation. 

Right now, ALL Yidden are in a hard situation, Golus. When we cry out “Ad Mosai” with an emes, Hashem will 
surely hear our tefillos and give us everything we need, and bring Moshiach now!

See Purim 5732 (and other sources)

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Purim Night

Today is Taanis Esther! We learned the halachos about the fast over the last few days. Don’t forget to say Selichos and 
Avinu Malkeinu in davening!

It is best to hear the Megillah being read as soon as the fast is over! Because of this, we aren’t allowed to get 
busy with anything from a half hour before the fast ends, like eating (if someone didn’t fast), taking a nap, or 
working.

If we won’t be able to hear the Megillah right away, and we are very hungry or thirsty, we can eat a little bit.
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We should wear our costumes on Purim, or else we should wear Shabbos clothes!

Even at night, we should set the table with a tablecloth and candles! We don’t need to eat a seudah, but we 
should still eat something special in honor of Purim.

For more halachos see also Halacha Day by Day by the Badatz of Crown Heights or the Halacha Newsletter prepared 
by Rabbi Shmuel Lesches, Melbourne Australia

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: A Day of Ratzon

The Rebbe reinstituted an old minhag from the time of the Mishnah, that on a fast day we should hear Divrei Kvushin, 
words that help us do teshuvah and make our connection to Hashem and Yiddishkeit stronger. Even if there isn’t 
somebody to say words of inspiration, at least we should think something ourselves during the taanis to keep this 
minhag. In the later years, following this minhag, the Rebbe would say a sicha on all of the fast days, including Taanis 
Esther. We will learn something for one of these sichos:

A fast day is called a “Yom Ratzon LaHashem,” a day that is special to Hashem.

Chassidus explains that Ratzon is a feeling of being interested in another person, and caring about them.

On a fast day, not only is it called an Yom Ratzon because Hashem feels a Ratzon, a special care for Yidden, but 
also because Yidden feel a Ratzon to each other too!

This Ratzon, caring about another Yid, is Ahavas Yisroel! This is the opposite of Sinas Chinam, the feeling which 
caused the whole Golus. So on a fast day, we get rid of the reason for Golus! When the reason for Golus goes 
away, then the Golus itself goes away too, and the Geulah will be able to come!

See Sicha of Taanis Esther 5751
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