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Chitas for Monday, Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei
Chof Adar, 5783 - Shnas Hakhel

  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family ~ may they see tremendous bracha in all of their endeavors!

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת מרת חנה צביה ע״ה בת ר׳ יוסף יצחק נ״י וילנקין-דובראווסקי

Chitas for the month of Adar is made possible in part
Lizchus Yaakov Mordechai ben Masha and Faiga Raizel bas Chana Rivka for their Adar birthdays ~ Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Zalman Lifshitz (Shliach in Hallandale Beach, FL)
~ 5th birthday Chof Adar ~
Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Menachem Mendel Simon (Stowe, Vermont)
~ 5th birthday Chof Adar ~
Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Captain Yoni Schectman (Hollywood, FL)
~ 9th birthday Chof Adar Alef ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Sara Shemtov (Shlucha to Sierra Vista, Arizona)
~ 6th birthday Chof Adar ~
Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei - Sheini with Rashi

Moshe tells the Yidden that Betzalel (from Shevet Yehudah) and Oholiav (from Shevet Dan) have a special koach 
from Hashem to make the Mishkan, and anyone else who has special kochos or talents should help too.

Shevet Yehuda was the most respected Shevet, and Shevet Dan had the simplest yichus. But to build the Mishkan, 
Hashem specifically wanted that it should be made with people from EVERY kind of yichus.

In one day, the Yidden had brought all of the materials they needed for the Mishkan, and Moshe told everyone 
to stop bringing things!

Right away, they started to build the Mishkan. First they made the curtains, then they made the walls, and the 
Aron, and the Shulchan.

Monday Parshas Vayakhel-PekudeiVayakhel-Pekudei
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TEHILLIM :: 97 - 103

At the end of today’s first Kapitel (which we also say in Kabolas Shabbos, and in the Machzor before Kol Nidrei), 
the posuk says “Ohr Zarua LaTzadik” — “Light is planted for the Tzadik.”

The Medrash teaches that when Hashem created the world, and Hashem said there should be light, it was a 
very strong Ruchnius light. But it was too hard for the world to be able to handle it! So Hashem hid it for the 
Tzadikim when Moshiach comes.

But still, the Chachomim tell us that even nowadays there IS somewhere where we can find this light, because 
Hashem hid it in the Torah!

TANYA :: Likutei Amarim Perek Lamed-Hey

The Alter Rebbe is comforting a beinoni. Even though we will have to fight with our Yetzer Hara to stop not-good 
thoughts all of our lives, we should still not be upset. Because the main thing is to bring the Shechinah down into the 
world, and together with all the other Yidden, to make a home for Hashem in the world — and that’s just what the 
beinoni is doing! 

Now the Alter Rebbe is explaining how learning Torah and doing mitzvos brings the Shechinah down.

By learning Torah, Hashem’s Shechinah shines on the neshama. And by doing mitzvos, it shines on the guf (the 
body) also!

Even though when we are doing a mitzvah we are only using a certain part of our body, and we have a Yetzer 
Hara that might NOT be interested in doing the mitzvah, since the entire body is connected and not stopping 
us from doing the mitzvah, Hashem’s Shechinah rests on our WHOLE body! 

For example, when we stretch out our hand to wash Negel Vasser, our hand makes Hashem’s Shechinah shine 
not just on our hand, but on the whole body — since the whole body is connected, the whole body is part of 
doing the mitzvah!

The Alter Rebbe also tells us that even though there are different ways the Shechinah rests (by learning Torah 
the Shechinah rests on the neshama, and by doing mitzvos it rests on the body), we should know that it is the 
same Shechinah!

We can understand this from a story in the Gemara:

The Gemara tells us in Mesechta Sanhedrin that a person who didn’t believe in Torah (a min) once came to Rabban 
Gamliel to make fun of Torah. He said, “You say that whenever ten Jews come together, the Shechinah rests there. 
How many Shechinahs do you have?” If the Shechinah is with every minyan, there must be a lot of them!

Rabban Gamliel answered him with a mashal of the sun shining through windows.

If you have a house with many windows, the sun shines into each one. If the window is colored, the light is colored. If 
the window is small, a little light comes through. If the window is big, a lot of light comes in! But it is all light of the 
same sun!

The same way, even though the Shechinah may rest on us in different ways and different places, it is the same 
Shechinah shining on us.
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HAYOM YOM :: Chof Adar

The Hayom Yom was written for a year where there were TWO Adars (a Shana Me’uberes). This year there is only 
ONE Adar (a Shanah Peshutah), so we learn BOTH Hayom Yoms every day!

Chof Adar Alef

In Chumash, we learned about the Yud-Gimmel Midos Horachamim that were revealed to Moshe Rabbeinu.

The Gemara says that when Hashem said the midah of Emes from these Yud-Gimmel Midos, Moshe fell on his 
face!

What is Emes?

It doesn’t just mean that a Yid serves Hashem with kavana, so that what he is doing is with Emes. Emes means 
that there is nothing at all in his life that is not part of this Emes!

The Avodah of Emes needs to reach every part of the person, even the level of the “fingernails,” which are one 
of the least important parts of the body, but still part of the person! To serve Hashem with Emes, even the 
least important parts of a person’s life need to be part of their Avodas Hashem — living the way a Yid should.

Chof Adar Sheini

The Alter Rebbe was a Neshama Chadasha, a new neshama that came into the world to reveal Chassidus Chabad to 
prepare the world for Moshiach. The Baal Shem Tov and the Maggid, who knew about this special shlichus, also knew 
that there would be many not-good things he would have to deal with in order to fulfill his shlichus. This Hayom Yom is 
a “Torah” that the Alter Rebbe’s Rebbe, the Maggid, told him to strengthen him in his shlichus.

The Maggid of Mezritch said this short maamar to the Alter Rebbe in Yechidus:

There is a posuk that says, “Eish Tomid Tukad Al Hamizbeiach Lo Sichbeh” — there has to be a fire burning 
on the Mizbeiach ALL the time, which we are not allowed to put out!

The Maggid explained that in the avodah of a Yid there is also a Ruchnius “mizbeiach,” and the Avodah of a 
Yid is to bring a “korban” — to give something of ourselves to Hashem. 

Even though in the Mishkan a fire came from Hashem to burn the korban, there also always needed to be 
a fire lit by a person burning on the Mizbeiach, like the posuk says, “Aish Tomid Tukad Al Hamizbeiach.” By 
bringing a fire from below, that will bring the fire of Hashem from above. 

On the Ruchnius Mizbeiach, there also needs to be a Ruchnius fire. Fire is the idea of chayus. The fire is 
chayus from learning Chassidus, and it also needs to be constantly lit on a Yid’s Mizbeiach!

The Maggid told the Alter Rebbe the maamar TEN TIMES, so it would go into all 10 of the neshama’s kochos. 
The Maggid told him that he will need to have the chayus of this “fire” all the time, because a lot of people will 
try to fight against Chassidus! 

The Maggid told him: “Just like the fire on the Mizbeiach in the Mishkan needed to burn ALL the time, YOUR 
fire will need to burn all the time, and “Lo Sichbeh” — it will put out the “lo,” the not-good things trying to get 
in the way of your shlichus.

Just like in the Gashmius Mishkan first you have to do your part, and then Hashem brings the fire from above, 
the same thing is here.

“When you will do your part with the chayus of Chassidus burning all the time, to put out the ‘lo,’ Hashem will 
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do His part from above to change the not-good things into good things — to make the ‘lo’ (no) into hein (yes)!”

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #299 - Mitzvas Lo Saasei #241, #242

Today we learn two more mitzvos about a mashkon. 

When a person borrows money, how will the person who lent him money make sure he gets paid back? One of the ways 
is to have a mashkon, something that belongs to the person who borrowed the money, that he keeps with him until the 
loan is paid back.

1) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #241) You can’t take a mashkon from an almanah (a widow), even if she is rich.

2) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #242) You can’t take kitchen things as a mashkon, or anything used to make food, like for 
example a knife or a mixing bowl.

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Malveh VeLoveh 

In today’s Rambam, we are learning halachos about what a Beis Din should do when someone 
comes with a disagreement about a loan.

In Perek Yud-Gimmel, we learn about paying back a loan. If the person who borrowed money didn’t pay it 
back on time, he may be allowed to sell the mashkon.

Perek Yud-Daled teaches us what happens if someone says “I already paid it back!” and the other person says 
he didn’t. Sometimes the borrower can make a shevuah (a promise on something holy) in front of a Beis Din to 
prove he paid it back.

Perek Tes-Vov has halachos about when someone borrowed money with a condition — like saying “you have 
to pay me back in front of witnesses.”

The Rambam writes that there was a halacha that was not clear in the Gemara, but he found an old Gemara, 
written on parchment, that was a little bit different. Based on what it said there, everything is clear!

RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Eidus - Perek Tes-Vov

This perek teaches that a person isn’t allowed to be a witness for something they use and benefit from. Like if 
a Sefer Torah was stolen from a city, if it belonged to the whole city, no one living there can be a witness about 
that Sefer Torah.

INYANA D'YOMA :: Leben Mit Der Tzeit

In Parshas Vayakhel and Pekudei, we learn about how the Yidden made the Mishkan, just the way Hashem 
wanted. But if you look at the pesukim, you might think, “Didn’t we learn this before?” In Parshas Terumah and 
Tetzaveh and the beginning of Ki Sisa, we already learned how Hashem told Moshe on Har Sinai to make all of 
these things. 

The Torah could have just said, “And the Yidden made the Mishkan just the way Hashem told Moshe.” Instead, 
there is practically two whole parshas repeating what we already learned! Why?

Chassidus explains that Moshe heard about the Mishkan while he was on Har Sinai. He was very close to 
Hashem and did not eat or drink, like a malach! When he learned about the Mishkan, he saw all of the Ruchnius 
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in the Mishkan, and all of the kedusha there. That’s all of the pesukim in Parshas Terumah and Tetzaveh.

In Parshas Vayakhel and Pekudei, though, we learn about the GASHMIYUS Mishkan — about the way it was 
built with wood and gold and silver! We learn how the regular Yidden gave gold and copper to build the 
Mishkan, and about how Betzalel and Oholiav made sure that each part of the Mishkan was made properly.

What’s the MAIN point of the Mishkan? The Gashmiyus!

Hashem wants a place to dwell here in this world, where Elokus is most hidden. Hashem wants to have a Dira 
Betachtonim!

That’s the Mishkan we’re learning about in Parshas Vayakhel and Pekudei. That’s why we need to say it all over 
again, because now we’re talking about Hashem’s house on earth, and that’s a completely new thing that 
needs the details said over separately!

The Rebbe teaches us a very important lesson that we need to take from this: We might look around at the 
world, at the dark Golus, and wonder how we could make a Mishkan here! Maybe we think that a Moshe 
Rabbeinu could build a Mishkan on Har Sinai, but what about us here and now? 

The Torah repeats the whole Mishkan in Parshas Vayakhel and Pekudei to encourage us and give us kochos in 
doing our shlichus to build a Mishkan for Hashem. Hashem is telling us that this IS the Mishkan that the Torah 
is talking about! That regular ordinary people like us should do our best to make a Mishkan in this Gashmius 
world where Elokus is so hidden! Then Hashem will bentch us to have hatzlacha in fulfilling His kavana, and will 
rest in the Mishkan that we built.

See Likutei Sichos chelek Alef, Parshas Pekudei

TEFILLAH :: Pirush Hamilos

A few days after Yud-Beis Tammuz, in the year Tof-Shin-Yud-Zayin, the Rebbe went to visit Camp Gan Yisroel 
for the second time. While the Rebbe was there, there was a farbrengen, which was also a continuation from 
the Yom Tov of Yud-Beis Tammuz. The Rebbe spoke to the campers, telling them stories that the Frierdiker 
Rebbe had told about the other Rebbeim, with important lessons for kids to know!

One of the things the Rebbe told the campers was that in order to win over the Yetzer Hara and get Hashem’s 
bracha, we have a mitzvah to daven to Hashem and ask Hashem for the things we need. But when we’re talking 
to Hashem, it is good to know what we are saying! That is why we need to know the meaning of the words of 
davening, or at least what the davening is about.

The Tzemach Tzedek was very busy with many important things. But still, the Tzemach Tzedek would make 
time to test his grandchildren, to make sure they understood what they were saying in davening!

See sicha to Gan Yisroel Tes-Vov Tammuz Tof-Shin-Yud-Zayin

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Hagolas Keilim

One of the things we need to do before Pesach is to make sure we have keilim to use on Pesach!

It used to be that getting new dishes and pots would be very expensive! People wouldn’t be able to buy new 
ones to use just for Pesach. So what would they do?

Halacha teaches us how to kasher things so they aren’t chometz’dik anymore! 
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Once a keili was used for hot chometz, the chometz becomes a part of the keili. The way to take it out is to use 
heat WITHOUT chometz, like plain boiling water or the flame of a blowtorch.

For example, most silverware can be kashered for Pesach using hagolah, dropping it into a pot of boiling water. 
There are many halachos about which kinds of dishes and silverware can be kashered, and how to do it.

Even today, most families kasher their sinks, stoves and counters for Pesach.

Before kashering, one very important halacha is to make sure that the keili is fully clean, so that the heat can 
reach every part of it!

It is important to learn how to kasher properly, and ask a Rav when we aren’t sure about something. To learn more 
about the halachos of kashering things for Pesach, see the halacha newsletters put out in different areas. Here is the 
halacha newsletter put together by Rabbi Lesches of Melbourne.

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: It's OUR Job to Bring Moshiach!

During the times of the previous Rebbeim, they didn’t talk very often about how every Yid’s mitzvah can bring 
Moshiach. Even when the Rebbe first became Rebbe, it wasn’t talked about so much.

But now, the Rebbe is talking about Moshiach all the time! And the Rebbe is talking about Sheva Mitzvos Bnei 
Noach too! Why the change?

The Rebbe explained that it used to be that the Rebbe of each time felt the achrayus to bring Moshiach, and by 
the Chassidim having hiskashrus, they helped the Rebbe do the job.

But nowadays we don’t have as much hiskashrus as Chassidim used to have. So now it’s not enough for just the 
Rebbe to feel the achrayus, EVERY Yid has to feel the responsibility to bring the Geulah!

We all need to remember what the Rambam paskens, that every mitzvah we do helps not only the Yid who is 
doing it, but can tip the scale for the whole world and bring Moshiach! 

See Purim 5747

- Credits, sponsorships, and contact info at KidsChitas.org -

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwrLF2NgcidubTJoMzk3RTE2Yjg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwrLF2NgcidubTJoMzk3RTE2Yjg/view
http://kidschitas.org/sponsor

