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Chitas for Shabbos Kodesh, Parshas Mikeitz
Sixth Day of Chanukah - Shabbos Chanukah

Rosh Chodesh Teves
Lamed Kislev, 5783

  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family  ~ May they have much hatzlacha in all of their endeavors!

Lizchus
Henya bas Bracha Devorah Leah
~ for a Refuah Sheleimah Ukrovah! ~

CHUMASH :: Parshas Mikeitz - Shvi'i with Rashi

We continue learn what happens with the Shevatim’s second trip to Mitzrayim, when they bring 
Benyamin along. We learn how Yosef tries to make Benyamin stay.

Yosef asked Binyomin about his family: “I know your family has a few different mothers, do you have another 
brother from the same mother?”

Benyamin answered, “Yes, but I don’t know where he is.”

“Do you have any children?” Yosef asked.

“Yes, I have ten sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Na’aman, Eichi, Rosh, Mupim, Chupim, and Ard.” When 
Yosef asked what those names mean, Benyamin explained how each one of them was about his missing 
brother, Yosef. (For example, Chupim was because Yosef and Benyamin weren’t at each other’s chuppahs.)

Yosef was so sad when he heard that, he went out of the room and cried. When he came back, he had the 
servants serve the meal. (Yosef, his brothers, and the Mitzriyim eating with them all ate separately, so none of them 
would see what the other people are eating! The Egyptians couldn’t see Yosef eating an animal they worship, and 
Yosef didn’t want his brothers to see that he was eating food Egyptians don’t eat, and they might figure out that he’s 
Jewish.)

Yosef pretended that his cup was magic, and told each of his brothers where to sit, having them sit oldest to 
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youngest, all of each mother’s children together. The Shevatim were amazed, because they didn’t know how he 
could know all of this!

After everyone got their food, Yosef said “Benyamin didn’t come here because he wanted to, so he deserves 
more food.” When Osnas saw that Yosef gave Benyamin more food, she sent him more food too, and then 
Menasheh and Efrayim did the same! So Benyamin had FIVE times as much as anyone else!

Even though the Shevatim (and Yosef too) didn’t drink wine since they sold Yosef, they all did this time and 
they got drunk. After the meal was over, Yosef sent his head servant to fill up his brothers’ bags with food, and 
to put their money on top. He also had this servant hide his “magic” cup in Benyamin’s bag.

In the morning, the Shevatim started to go back to Eretz Yisrael. They didn’t go very far, when Yosef said to 
his head servant, “Go run after them, and when you catch them, ask them why they did not nice things to me 
when I was so good to them to steal my “magic” cup!”

He ran after them, and said what Yosef asked. The brothers said, “Chas veshalom! You saw that we wanted to 
give you back the money that we found in our bags, that shows we are honest! How could we steal from his 
house?! Whoever took it should die, and the rest of us would be ready to be slaves if really one of us took it!”

The head servant said, “Really you’re right, but I’ll be nice — only the one I find it with will be a slave, the 
rest of you can go home.” He searched through everyone’s bags, oldest to youngest, and the cup was found in 
Benyamin’s bag.

The brothers all ripped their clothes from sadness, put their bags back onto their donkeys (they were strong 
enough to each do it themselves) and went back to Mitzrayim. They tried to think of how they could fight the 
Mitzriyim.

When Yehudah and his brothers came to Yosef’s house, he was there waiting for them, and they bowed down 
in front of him. 

Yosef said, “What did you try to do to me? You want to take away my koach by taking my cup? I am a very 
smart man, that’s why I’m second to the king — I can figure out who took my cup even without using magic!”

Yehudah said, “What can we say? We didn’t do it, but it looks like Hashem is punishing us for an aveira we did 
a long time ago (selling Yosef). So here we are, as slaves.” (Yehudah thought that maybe THIS is what Hashem 
told Avraham, that they will need to be slaves in a different land.)

But Yosef said, “I wouldn’t do such a thing! Only the one who had the cup in his sack will be my slave, the rest 
of you can go home.” When Yehudah heard that Yosef only wanted Benyamin as a slave, he understood that 
this wasn’t what Hashem told Avraham, and he was ready to do whatever he needed to do to make sure Yosef 
wouldn’t keep Benyamin.

TEHILLIM :: 145 - 150

Today we are finishing the entire Sefer Tehillim! 

You might already know today’s whole Yom of Tehillim by heart! It’s Ashrei and the paragraphs that start with 
Hallelukah, which is the main part of Pesukei Dezimra in davening.

These paragraphs are explained in the first sefer of Chassidus to be printed after the Tanya!

After the Tanya, the first sefer of Chabad Chassidus printed was the Siddur Im Dach. This is a siddur which has 
maamarim of the Alter Rebbe printed together with the siddur. It was put together by the Mitteler Rebbe, and 
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is sometimes called the Mitteler Rebbe’s siddur.

The maamarim on these kapitelach in Pesukei Dezimra are very special! Usually a maamar explains one posuk 
according to Chassidus. But these maamarim explain EVERY posuk of these kapitelach according to Chassidus!

Even though the maamarim were said separately, one posuk at a time, they were put together in the siddur. This 
helps us understand ALL of the pesukim in the main part of Pesukei Dezimra according to Chassidus!

See maamar Vayishlach 5743 and 5747

TANYA :: Likutei Amarim Perek Hey

So far we learned about the special kochos Hashem gives to us to stay connected to Hashem and be able to have 
hatzlacha in our Shlichus in the world. We learned about the neshama we have, the tzadikim and Rebbeim who 
can help us, the Torah and mitzvos we have. Today we will see that the Torah is an EXTRA-special way to keep us 
connected with Hashem here in this world!

When we have two different things, there are a lot of ways to put them together. Like if we take friends, we 
can put them together in the same room, or they can hold hands. Or with two different toys, we can tape them 
together, tie them together, or glue them together.

But the way our Gashmiyus mind becomes connected to Hashem when we understand something in Torah 
is an amazing connection, that we can’t compare anything to. It is called a Yichud Nifla, that they are so 
connected they become like one thing!

We learn Hashem’s Torah using our gashmius’dike mind, and the Torah talks about gashmius’dike things. When 
we are learning Torah and understand something, our gashmius’dike mind becomes one with Hashem’s Torah 
in such a strong and amazing way!

While we are learning something, we are so busy trying to understand it, that we can’t think about anything 
else. When we understand it, it becomes part of how we think! Since the understanding of Torah is 
Hashem’s Chochmah, that means that Hashem becomes a part of us! This is really a Yichud Nifla, an incredible 
connection!

This is what is so special about our connection with Hashem through learning Torah.

The Rebbe tells us that learning a lot of Torah makes a person’s sechel better, since it starts to think according to 
Torah! 

We see something like this with practicing. After you practice your lines for a play a lot, you will be able to say them 
automatically!

The same way, when a person gets used to learning and understanding Torah, his mind starts to automatically think 
that way. Then a person’s sechel becomes a Torah’dike sechel!

HAYOM YOM :: Lamed Kislev

Today there is no Hayom Yom! That’s because the year Tof-Shin-Gimmel, when the Hayom Yom was written, only 
had 29 days in Kislev.

In the times of the Beis Hamikdash, every month could be either 29 (chaser) or 30 (malei) days — depending on when 
we saw the new moon! But without a Sanhedrin, we can’t pasken when the new month should start. So Hillel Hanasi, 
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from the Sanhedrin (a later Hillel, not the Hillel from Hillel and Shammai), set up a calendar pattern that will work 
until Moshiach comes, when we will be able to set the day of Rosh Chodesh by looking for the new moon. 

In Hillel’s calendar, the months follow a pattern: Nissan has 30 days, Iyar has 29. Sivan has 30 days, Tammuz has 29. 
But there is an exception — Cheshvan and Kislev can sometimes be 29, and sometimes 30! There is another pattern of 
19 years that tells us when Cheshvan and Kislev are long or short, and which years are leap years. This year Cheshvan 
and Kislev both have 30 days.

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #220 - Mitzvas Asei #97

Today’s mitzvah is the same as yesterday’s — (Mitzvas Asei #97) which is the mitzvah of Tumas Sheretz. There 
are eight kinds of Sheratzim which are written in the Torah, and they make other things tomei. This mitzvah is 
to follow all of the halachos about becoming tomei from a sheretz.

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Shaar Avos HaTumos 

Perek Tes: This perek tells us about two gezeiros the Chachomim made. One of them is called Mayim She’uvim, 
that washing our body with non-Mikvah water makes a person tomei. The Chachomim made this gezeira 
because people used to go to the mikvah in caves, where the water was dirty. They would wash off the dirt 
using clean water afterwards. Some people started to think that the clean water WAS the mikvah, and didn’t go 
to the mikvah properly. So the Chachomim made a gezeira that non-mikvah water makes a person tomei.

Another gezeira that the Chachomim made was that the Torah scrolls that people learned from should make 
terumah tomei, and even someone who touches the scrolls should become tomei. This sounds like a funny kind 
of gezeira to make, but it was to keep the scrolls safe! People used to keep their terumah next to Torah scrolls, 
because they are both holy! But mice would come to nibble on the terumah, and they would rip the Sifrei Torah! 
The Chachomim made this gezeira so people would stop keeping their Terumah near the Torah scrolls, and the 
scrolls would stay safe and not get torn.

Perek Yud: The Rambam explains the tumah of a “Tvul Yom”(someone who went to the mikvah, but won’t be 
Tahor until night), and about different levels of Tumah for a person, keilim, and for food and drink.

Perek Yud-Alef: We learn about three levels of kedusha in foods. There is chulin, which is regular food without 
any kedusha, Terumah, and Kodesh, like korbanos. We learn about the different levels of tumah in these different 
kinds of food.

RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Malveh VeLoveh - Perek Tes-Zayin

When you pay back a loan, it is important to know that until the person GETS the money, it’s YOUR job to 
make sure nothing happens to it. For example, if Reuven borrows a pencil from Shimon, and then puts it back 
on Shimon’s desk when he’s done, it’s Reuven’s job to watch over the pencil until Shimon gets back to his desk. 
If it rolls off the desk and disappears, Reuven needs to pay him back for the pencil.

BUT, if Shimon said “Just put it on my desk when you’re finished,” then even if it disappears, it’s not Reuven’s 
fault.

INYANA D'YOMA :: Making Days Good

The Rebbe started something very special: “Kolel Zekeinim,” and “Chochmas Noshim,” where people could learn 
Torah and have shiurim at an older age. They would come to the Rebbe every so often and hear a sicha just for 
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them!

The Rebbe started these special programs because people send their parents to nursing homes and only visit 
them once in a while. They don’t realize how special older people are, and how when they get older, they know 
so much more!

One Chanukah, the Rebbe gave a sicha to the older Yidden in Kolel Zekeinim and Chochmas Noshim. He spoke 
about when people meet each other. When they wish each other, “Good morning!” or “Have a good day!” they 
are making each other’s days into GOOD days!

That’s even more true about Chanukah, which is a already a Yom Tov, a good day! So when we get together, we 
need to make sure to say nice things to each other and make each day of Chanukah into a VERY good day!

TEFILLAH :: Yud-Beis Pesukim - Yogaati

A bochur once wrote the Rebbe a letter for his birthday, asking for a bracha.

The Rebbe first gave him a bracha for his birthday that he should grow as a Yerei Shomayim, a chossid, and a 
lamdan, and that he should bring much nachas to his teachers and his parents!.

Then the Rebbe added that the bochur should remember the words of the Chachomim, “Yogaati Umotzosi 
Taamin.” To become a chossid, yerei Shomayim, and lamdan, he will need to put in yegiyah — to work hard!

Of course that doesn’t mean to skip eating and sleeping, it is important for him to take care of his health!

But he does need to work on himself, to learn properly and with his full kochos, and that he should work on 
himself to act the way the Torah teaches. Then he can be sure that Hashem will help him — Umotzosi!

See Igros Kodesh, letter #1816

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Shabbos Chanukah

Chanukah is a special time for giving tzedakah. Even on Shabbos there are ways we can add in tzedakah! We 
can have Yidden eat at our homes. In a way, that is even better tzedakah! Because then they don’t need to get 
money and then buy and make the food, but they have it right away! We can also learn Torah with others and 
give good advice to help someone.

Here is the order of lighting the Menorah on Motzei Shabbos at home:

1) We make or hear Havdalah.

3) We light the menorah.

4) We say Veyitein Lecha, AFTER lighting.

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: Praise Hashem

The tremendous nisim of the Geulah will make us want to praise Hashem! The Navi Yeshaya told his generation 
about this:

מֹו ים ֲעלִילָֹתיו ַהזְכִּירּו כִּי נְִשׂגָּב ְשׁ מֹו הֹודִיעּו ָבַעִמּ ּיֹום ַההּוא הֹודּו לַה׳ ִקְראּו ִבְשׁ ם ַבּ וֲַאַמְרֶתּ

Va’amartem Bayom Hahu — And you will say on that day:
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Hodu LaHashem — “Thank Hashem!

Kiru Vishmo — Call out Hashem’s name to praise Him!

Hodiu Vo’amim Alilosav — Let all the nations know what Hashem has done!

Hazkiru Ki Nisgav Shemo — Make sure everyone remembers to praise Hashem’s name, which is so holy!”

This is one of the pesukim in Veyitein Lecha, the bracha we give each other on Motzei Shabbos.

See Yeshaya perek Yud-Beis, posuk daled
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