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ב"ה

Chitas for Sunday, Parshas Shemini
Yom Habahir

Yud-Alef Nisan, 5783 - Shnas Hakhel
  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Nisan is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Nisan is made possible in part
by the Kirstein Family ~ In memory of Avraham HaKohen Kirstein ob”M and Beilah Botwick Kirstein ob”M

May all the righteous return imminently with the arrival of our Moshiach!

Chitas for the month of Nisan is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family ~ may they see tremendous bracha and hatzlacha in all of their endeavors!

Chitas for the month of Nisan is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח אברהם אהרן הלוי בן הוו״ח שניאור זלמן יששכר געציל רובאשקין ~ ליום היארצייט שלו ט׳ ניסן

Chitas for the month of Nisan is made possible in part
by the Gaerman Family ~ L’ilui Nishmas Miriam Necha A”H bas R’ Moshe Sheyichyeh - yartzeit Yud-Daled Nissan

Lizchus 
Yosef Yitzchok ben Sima Chasya
~ for a Refuah Sheleimah Ukrovah! ~

Mazel Tov 2 Star General Nosson Deitsch (Chosid and Shliach in Chandler, Arizona)
~ 10th birthday Yud-Alef Nisan ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Chana Mushka Rodal (Lauderhill, FL)
~ birthday Yud-Alef Nisan ~
Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Major Sheina Moscowitz (Philadelphia, PA)
~ 9th birthday Yud-Alef Nisan ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Shemini - Rishon with Rashi

During the whole Shivas Yemei Hamiluim, Moshe Rabbeinu brought the korbanos. But Hashem didn’t show the 
Yidden that His Shechinah was resting in the Mishkan yet! The Yidden felt very embarrassed that they worked 
so hard to build the Mishkan so that Hashem would forgive them for the Cheit Ha’eigel, but the Shechinah did 
not yet come down.

Moshe Rabbeinu told the Yidden now that the Shechinah would rest in the Mishkan when Aharon Hakohen 
would start to do his avodah!

Sunday Parshas Shemini - Yud-Alef 
Nisan

Shemini

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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So on the eighth day of preparing the Mishkan (which is called Shemini Lamiluim), Aharon brought some 
korbanos for the first time on the Mizbeiach! Moshe had prepared the Mishkan, but now it was time for Aharon 
and his sons to be the kohanim. And now Hashem’s Shechinah would rest in the Mishkan!

TEHILLIM :: 60 - 65

One of the Kapitelach we say in today’s Yom of Tehillim is Kapitel Samech-Gimmel.

In this Kapitel, we have one of the Rebbe’s niggunim: “Tzoma Lecha Nafshi!” There are many tapes and videos 
of the Rebbe singing this niggun.

The words mean that our neshama is “thirsty” for Hashem, just like a person who is in a Midbar is SO thirsty 
for water. Our neshama wants to be with Hashem very much!

We also feel this way when we are in Golus and can’t see Hashem. We try to do a lot of mitzvos and bring the 
Geulah so we will be able to see Hashem here in this world!

TANYA :: Likutei Amarim Perek Lamed-Tes

In Tanya we learn that our mitzvos won’t be able to go up to higher Ruchnius worlds if we don’t do mitzvos 
“Lishma.”

What does “Lishma” mean? It means that we can’t do the mitzvah just because that’s what our parents or 
teachers taught us to do. We need to do the mitzvah with a love for the mitzvah and the fear of being separated 
from Hashem through an aveira.

When we do mitzvos in this way, our mitzvos will be able to go up higher and become more Ruchnius’dik.

HAYOM YOM :: Yud-Alef Nisan

Today we learn one of the things we are supposed to do on a Yom Huledes:

On a person’s birthday, he should spend some time by himself to think. He should try to remember things 
that happened to him in the past, and think about them to see if they were the way they should be. He should 
do teshuvah for things he realizes were wrong, and fix up the things that should be done better.

On Yud-Alef Nissan Tof-Shin-Chof-Beis, Shnas Hashishim, the Rebbe explained why we spend time on a birthday doing 
teshuvah. The Rebbe compares it to two times that we say Tachanun, even though you might think we don’t need to:

On a Bar Mitzvah, which the Zohar says is a simcha like a Chasunah, the Bar Mitzvah boy says Tachanun. Why? 
Because the idea of Tachanun is to do teshuvah for things that were not done right, and the special day of Bar Mitzvah 
is a special time to fix up whatever was missing before!

Many people don’t say Tachanun on the yartzeit of a tzadik, but it is the Chabad minhag to say Tachanun on these 
yartzeits. Why? Because there is so much special Ruchnius koach on that day, we want to use it to help us do teshuvah!

For the same reason, we make sure to use our birthday as a time to do teshuvah. Since on a person’s birthday Mazalo 
Gover, it is the best time to spend time thinking about the things that need to be corrected, and use the koach of this 
day to correct them!

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://www.chabad.org/therebbe/livingtorah/player_cdo/aid/690694/jewish/Tzama-Lecha-Nafshi.htm
http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #319 - Mitzvas Lo Saasei #280, Asei #177, Lo 
Saasei #276, #274

In Sefer Hamitzvos, we are learning more mitzvos for a Beis Din to follow, to make sure they are 
judging fairly. Today we have four mitzvos:

1) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #280) A judge can’t judge unfairly against a widow or orphan. (Of course, it is asur to 
judge ANYONE unfairly, but it is an extra aveira if it is against a widow or orphan.)

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Ki Seitzei: לֹא ַתֶּטה ִמְׁשַּפט ּגֵר יָתֹום

2) (Mitzvas Asei #177) A judge needs to treat both sides of a case equally. He needs to give each one a chance to 
explain their side, and not rush one of them. 

This mitzvah includes other things also. One of them is that if two people who are arguing agree to come to a 
Talmid Chochom and not a Beis Din, he has a mitzvah to judge them fairly. 

Another one is that if any person does something which could be understood in different ways, we should try 
to understand it as something good, and judge them favorably — Dan Lekaf Zechus.

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Kedoshim: ְּבֶצדֶק ִּתְׁשּפֹט ֲעִמיֶתָך

The details of this mitzvah are explained in places throughout the Talmud.

3) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #276) A judge isn’t allowed to be afraid of anyone! He isn’t allowed to be scared and 
think, “If I pasken against him, he will take revenge and ruin my field!”

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Devarim: לֹא ָתגּורּו ִמְּפנֵי ִאיׁש

4) (Mitzvas Lo Saasei #274) A judge isn’t allowed to take a bribe or even a present from anyone who comes to 
Beis Din, EVEN if he thinks he will pasken the same way anyhow.

We learn this mitzvah from a posuk in Parshas Mishpatim: וְׁשַֹחד לֹא ִתָּקח

The details of this mitzvah are explained in many places in Mesechta Sanhedrin

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Sanhedrin 

In Perek Yud-Tes, we learn a long list of aveiros that a Beis Din gives Malkos (lashes) for. There are 207 aveiros 
where a Beis Din would need to give Malkos!

In Perek Chof, we learn about judging fairly. If no witnesses SAW the person doing the aveira, even if it’s 
obvious that he did it, we can’t punish him. And if someone was forced to do an aveira, he can’t get punished 
by the Beis Din either. But we shouldn’t have rachmonus on someone and not punish him if he deserves it!

Perek Chof-Alef has more halachos about being fair when we judge. One halacha is about what to do if two 
people come to Beis Din because they are arguing about something, and one of them is dressed in fancy 
clothes, and one is dressed in not nice ones. The Beis Din tells the people they need to either both wear not 
nice clothes, or both wear fancy clothes, because it’s hard to treat both people equally otherwise!

If someone comes to Beis Din who only speaks Portuguese, the judge isn’t allowed to get someone to come and 
translate what the person is saying. He needs to understand Portuguese himself!  (But if he understands it, 
and doesn’t speak so well, he is allowed to get a person to translate the psak.)

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Aveil - Perek Vov

Today’s Rambam talks about the halachos of a person who is mourning for someone who passed away.

Very soon when Moshiach will come, there will be no more reason for Hashem to take a person’s neshama away 
from their Guf. In fact, Hashem will return every neshama to their proper guf with Techiyas Hameisim!

INYANA D'YOMA :: Chassidishe Yom Tov

Today is a special Chassidishe Yom Tov — Yud-Alef Nissan, the Rebbe’s birthday!

On a person’s birthday, “mazalo gover” — their neshama has a LOT of koach! When it’s the Rebbe’s birthday, all 
of the Chassidim get from this koach too.

One of the minhagim the Rebbe told us to do on our own birthdays, is to have a farbrengen with our family and 
friends. We say a Shehecheyanu on a new fruit, and thank Hashem for His chesed to us, by bringing us into the 
world and giving us the chance to do our shlichus here in the world as Yidden.

On Yud-Alef Nissan, chassidim also join together with their family, friends, and other Yidden and make a 
farbrengen. We thank Hashem for His chesed to us by giving us such a great Rebbe. We thank Hashem for the 
zechus to be living in this special generation, which the Rebbe told us is the last generation of Golus and the 
first generation of Geulah!

Yud-Alef Nisan is a good time for us to make hachlatos to strengthen the shlichus which each of us have, and to 
add in learning Torah, especially in the Rebbe’s sichos and maamarim and Igros Kodesh, through which we are 
able to be connected with the Rebbe all the time!

LEARNING FROM THE REBBE :: The Rebbe's Kapitel

One of the minhagim of a birthday, as the Rebbe teaches us, is to learn our new kapitel. It is a minhag of Chassidim to 
learn the Rebbe’s kapitel in honor of the Rebbe’s birthday on Yud-Alef Nissan!

This year, the Rebbe’s kapitel is Kuf-Chof-Beis. The Rebbe explained this kapitel in connection with the 121st birthday 
of the Rebbe Rashab, in Tof-Shin-Mem-Beis.

Every kapitel has its message, which becomes the theme of the whole year!

This kapitel speaks about the Achdus of Yidden, which only comes when there is Ahavas Yisroel.

In the beginning of the kapitel, we speak about going up to Yerushalayim, K’ir Shechubra La Yachdav, the 
city that unites all Yidden together.

Dovid Hamelech asks Hashem, L’maan Achai Ve’rei’ai, Adabra Na Shalom Bach — that there should be 
shalom among the Yidden.

The Rebbe pointed out that it speaks about Shalom and Ahavas Yisroel many times in this kapitel. The same 
way, we should also act with Ahavas Yisroel again and again! We shouldn’t stop trying to help others and do 
mivtzoyim, but keep working on ourselves so that our words will reach the other person and have hatzlacha. 

Every day of this year we need to live with the hora’ah of the Rebbe’s kapitel, to make sure to act in a way of 
Shalom, Achdus, and Ahavas Yisroel!

We say some pesukim from this kapitel every day in davening, after Ein Keilokeinu. This gives us another time to 
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think about the message of this kapitel every day of the year!

TEFILLAH :: Haggadah Shel Pesach

In the Haggadah, we say the Mishnah “Bechol Dor Vador,” meaning that in every generation we are supposed to 
see ourselves as if we ourselves came out of Mitzrayim. 

The Alter Rebbe says in Tanya that not only every generation, but “Bechol Yom Vayom” — every single day! 
Every day, we should see ourselves as having come out of Mitzrayim, because in a certain way, we do! Our guf 
can be like a Mitzrayim, stopping us from doing what Hashem wants. When we decide to connect ourselves to 
Hashem through Torah and mitzvos when we say Shema every day, we are coming out of Mitzrayim!

If this is something that happens every day, what’s so special about Pesach?

There are many times in Yiddishkeit where we see that a certain day gives us extra chayus in something! 

For example, having Kabolas Ol is something we need to do every day. But on Rosh Hashana, that is a very 
special time for Kabolas Ol Malchus Shomayim, and Rosh Hashana gives us koach for the rest of the year!

Another example is thanking Hashem for the Torah. Every day we say a bracha “Nosein HaTorah,” thanking 
Hashem for giving the Torah to the Yidden. But on Shavuos is an extra-special time to thank Hashem for this 
precious gift, and Shavuos gives us koach and chayus to receive the Torah anew every day!

The same thing is with Pesach. Every single day we thank Hashem for taking us out of Mitzrayim — the 
Mitzrayim that the Yidden suffered in, and the little Mitzrayim inside of us. But Pesach is a very special 
night for thanking Hashem for the neis of Geulah, and Pesach gives us koach to appreciate Yetziyas Mitzrayim 
properly every single day of the year!

See dibur hamaschil “Bechol Dor Vador” in the Rebbe’s Haggadah, and farbrengen Yud-Alef Nissan Tof-Shin-Lamed-
Ches

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Haseibah

Don’t forget to say the Nasi! Today’s nasi is Shevet Asher.

~

Part of the mitzvah of the seder is to feel like we ourselves are going out of Mitzrayim! Because of this, we 
celebrate the seder in a way of cheirus, freedom!

We show that we are acting in a way of freedom by leaning on our side as kings do when they eat. This is called 
haseibah. We lean on our left side (even a lefty!) when we drink the cups of wine or eat the matzah at the seder.

Our minhag is that women don’t do haseibah. Women rely on the opinion that says that since nobody leans 
during the year anymore, it isn’t a sign of freedom.

See Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch siman Tof-Ayin-Beis

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: Picturing the Geulah

There is a very famous letter that the Rebbe wrote to someone in the government in Eretz Yisroel on Yud-Alef 
Nissan. The Rebbe writes that even as a child, he already started to picture in his mind what the Geulah will 

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/495698/jewish/The-Nasi-in-Hebrew.htm
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look like, including how we will thank Hashem for the Golus then!

The Rebbe writes in this letter:

From the day I went to cheder, and even before, I started to imagine what the Geulah will be like. It will be a 
Geulah where ALL of the Yidden are taken out of Golus, and it will be such a great Geulah that we will even be 
able to understand then why Hashem made the Golus so hard. …In the end, we will even THANK Hashem for 
the hard parts of Golus! 

See Igros Kodesh chelek Yud-Beis p. 414
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