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Chitas for Tuesday, Parshas Vayeishev
Chag Hageulah

Yud-Tes Kislev, 5783
  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family  ~ May they have much hatzlacha in all of their endeavors!

Lizchus
Henya bas Bracha Devorah Leah
~ for a Refuah Sheleimah Ukrovah! ~

In honor of the Bas Mitzvah of 
DEVORAH SUSSKIND

today, Yud-Tes Kislev, the Rosh Hashanah of Chassidus
~ Mazel Tov, Happy Birthday, and Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha! ~

Mazel Tov Colonel Menucha Zaklos (Vacaville, CA)
~ 10th birthday Yud-Tes Kislev ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Yosef Shain (Shliach of Oyster Bay, Long Island)
~ 4th birthday Yud-Tes Kislev ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Vayeishev - Shlishi with Rashi

The brothers throw Yosef into a pit, and sell him to merchants passing by. They show their father 
Yosef’s coat dipped in goat blood, and Yaakov mourns 22 years for Yosef.

Yesterday we learned that the brothers decided that they would throw Yosef into a pit in the ground. 

When Yosef came to his brothers in Shechem, they grabbed him right away! They took off his shirt and the 
special coat (the Kesones Pasim) he got from his father. Then Shimon took him and threw him into the pit. 
There was no water in there, but it was full of dangerous snakes and scorpions!

Then they sat down to eat. 

While they were eating, they saw a group of men from Yishmael coming on camels! Their camels had spices 
that they were going to sell in Mitzrayim. 
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Why does the Torah need to tell us what the men of Yishmael were carrying? Rashi says that it is to show us how 
Hashem treats a Tzadik! Usually, people from Yishmael sold smelly oil and tar, but Hashem made them bring spices so 
the bad smell wouldn’t bother Yosef.

Yehuda said to his brothers, “What will we gain by killing Yosef and hiding what we did? Let’s not kill him, 
because he is our brother. Let’s sell him to these Yishmael people, and we will make money from it.” The 
brothers agreed. 

In the meantime, another group of people came by also, from Midyan. The brothers pulled Yosef out of the 
pit and sold him to the Yishmaelim for 20 pieces of silver. The Yishmaelim then sold him right away to the 
Midyanim, who brought Yosef with them to go to Mitzrayim.

The next day, Reuven went back to the pit to save Yosef.

Why did Reuven go to the pit? Didn’t he know that they already sold Yosef? Rashi explains that Reuven had left before 
they sold Yosef, so he didn’t know. Either he left to fast and do teshuvah for not respecting his father by moving his 
bed, or because it was his turn to take care of Yaakov.

Reuven saw that Yosef wasn’t inside the pit! He was very sad, and tore his clothes like a person does if 
someone passes away. He went to his brothers and said, “Yosef is gone! I wish there was somewhere to run 
away to — I don’t want to see how upset our father Yaakov will be.”

The brothers shechted a goat and dipped Yosef’s Kesones Pasim inside the blood, since goat blood looks just like 
blood from a person. They wanted Yaakov to think that an animal killed Yosef.

The brothers didn’t want to show Yaakov the coat themselves, so they sent other people with the bloody coat. 
The messengers asked Yaakov, “We found this, do you know if this is your son’s coat?”

Yaakov recognized it, and said, “This is my son’s coat. Yosef was eaten by a wild animal!” All of Yaakov’s sons 
and daughters tried to make Yaakov feel better, but they weren’t able to take away his pain.

Hashem makes a person forget the pain after a person passes away so they can feel better, but since Yosef was 
still alive, he didn’t ever forget. That’s why he never felt better. 

Yaakov would continue to mourn for Yosef for 22 years — until meeting Yosef in Mitzrayim, as we will learn later in 
Parshas Vayigash. (Hashem did this to Yaakov so he could make up for not having Kibbud Av Va’em for HIS parents 
for 22 years when he went to marry Rachel.)

When a person is sad, they can’t have Ruach Hakodesh, so Yaakov didn’t have Ruach Hakodesh for those 22 years!

Yitzchak, though, did know through Ruach Hakodesh that Yosef was still alive. But since he saw that Yaakov didn’t 
know, he understood that Hashem didn’t want him to know, and he didn’t tell him. But since he saw that Yaakov was 
so sad, he cried also.

When the Midyanim came to Mitzrayim, they sold Yosef to Potifar, who was the officer in charge of 
slaughtering animals for the king’s meat.

TEHILLIM :: 90 - 96

Today’s kapitelach in Tehillim are Tzadik through Tzadik-Vov.

In today’s Tehillim, in Kapitel Tzadik-Daled, there is a posuk “Ashrei Hagever Asher Teyasrenu Kah, 
UmiToras’cha Selamdenu.” “A person is fortunate if Hashem makes him suffer, and You teach him from Your 
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Torah.”

Why is he fortunate? Because Hashem is showing him that he can be better than he is right now! How can he 
become better? He can try to figure out what he needs to fix, so now he can grow!

If a baby never got uncomfortable about just being able to crawl, would he ever learn how to walk or run? Really we 
are very fortunate when we start being uncomfortable about being how we are — this helps us to work hard to be 
much better and do much more!

But what should we do if we can’t figure out what to fix, but we STILL feel like something is wrong? The 
answer to this is in the end of the posuk: “UmiTorascha Selamdenu” — We should learn Torah! The Torah is 
the chochmah of Hashem, and just like Hashem has no limits (Ein Sof), the Torah has no limits! When we learn 
it, we will always find MORE things we could be doing, and find another part of our life that we can make 
better than before. Then we will feel very happy that Hashem gave us this chance to grow and to bring the 
Geulah!

From a sicha of the Rebbe

TANYA :: Likutei Amarim Shaar Blatt - Haskamos

Today we are starting the Sefer of Tanya from the very beginning! 

We start with the Shaar Blatt. Usually the title page of a book is not so important, but not here — the Alter 
Rebbe wrote the Shaar Blatt himself! In the Shaar Blatt the Alter Rebbe gives two names for the Tanya, and 
tells us what the message of Tanya is. 

The first name is “Likutei Amarim,” which means “a gathering of sayings.” The Alter Rebbe is very humble 
and says that the Tanya is just a collection of sayings, and that he got these sayings from his Rebbes (the Baal 
Shem Tov and the Maggid of Mezritch) and from Seforim (like the Shaloh and the Maharal). 

The second name is “Sefer Shel Beinonim,” the book of Beinonim. We will see later what a beinoni is, and that 
the Tanya is written so that everyone should try to become a beinoni. 

The message of Tanya is that every Yid is able to serve Hashem “bilvavcha,” with chayus. Even though we 
might want to play games, relax, or eat nosh, it is possible to do what Hashem wants us to, and with chayus! 
We learn this from a posuk in Chumash that starts with the words Ki Karov.

The whole Tanya explains this posuk! That’s why the Rebbe made this one of the Yud-Beis Pesukim, so that from 
when we are very little we already know in short the whole message of Tanya, which teaches us how to live the 
way a Yid should. 

In today’s Tanya, we also have haskamos, which are letters from Tzadikim who lived at the time, about how important 
this sefer is. Later, a haskama from the Alter Rebbe’s children was also added. It tells us that they decided to add 
two sections to the Tanya, one with letters of the Alter Rebbe, called Igeres Hakodesh, and another with deeper 
explanations from the Alter Rebbe on some ideas in the Tanya, called Kuntres Acharon. 

HAYOM YOM :: Yud-Tes Kislev

Chabad Minhag: The chazzan doesn’t wear a tallis when he’s davening mincha or maariv, not even on Shabbos or Yom 
Tov or Rosh Hashana. 

Today is the Yartzeit of the Maggid of Mezritch (he passed away on Tuesday, Parshas Vayeishev 5533). His 
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ohel is in Anipoli. 

Today, the Alter Rebbe came out of (his first) jail, on Tuesday, Parshas Vayeishev 5559 (26 years after the 
Maggid passed away), close to shkiah. 

The Alter Rebbe wrote in a letter: “On the third day of the week, when Hashem says twice “it was good” when 
Hashem made the world, on the yartzeit of the Maggid, I was reading Padah Beshalom — that Hashem set me 
free — in Tehillim, and they let me out of jail!” (The Alter Rebbe was saying the Tehillim the way it’s split up for 
the days of the week.) 

Yud-Tes Kislev is a day we farbreng and make hachlatos to learn Torah and Chassidus, and to have Ahavas Yisroel! 
We also have a minhag to have everyone choose a Gemara to learn this year from “Chalukas HaShas” — that at 
least one person will learn each of the mesechtas of Shas! In Lubavitch, though, they had to do this on Chof-
Daled Teves (the Alter Rebbe’s yartzeit) since there wasn’t time on Yud-Tes Kislev! 

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #209 - Mitzvas Asei #112

Today’s mitzvah (Mitzvas Asei #112) is that if a person has Tzoraas, he needs to show people that he is Tomei, 
so they don’t become Tomei from him. He needs to rip his clothes, let his hair grow, and cover his face down to 
his mouth so people know to stay away from him. 

This is only for a man who is a Metzora. A woman with Tzoraas, or people with a different kind of tumah also 
need to let people know that they are tomei, but they don’t have to use these same signs.

We learn this from a posuk in Parshas Tazria: 
ר ּבֹו ַהּנֶגַע ְּבגָדָיו יְִהיּו ְפֻרִמים וְרֹאׁשֹו יְִהיֶה ָפרּוַע וְַעל ָשָׂפם יְַעֶטה וְָטֵמא ָטֵמא יְִקָרא  וְַהָּצרּוַע ֲאֶשׁ

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Tumas Tzoraas 

In today’s Rambam, we learn more about Tzoraas.

Perek Hey: In this perek, we learn about Tzoraas on a place where a person was hurt: From a burn, which is 
called a Michvah, and from other things, which is called Shechin. We also learn about Tzoraas in a bald spot, 
which is called Karachas or Gabachas, depending on where on the head it is.

Perek Vov: This perek teaches us about when a sign of Tzoraas might not be considered Tzoraas, for example, 
the bottom of a person’s foot.

Perek Zayin: In this perek, the Rambam teaches us about a person who has Tzoraas that spread all over his 
entire body, which can make him tahor.

RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Malveh VeLoveh - Perek Hey

We learn that it is a mitzvah to charge interest to a goy, but it’s a bigger mitzvah to lend another Yid without 
interest.

Did you know that even WORDS can be interest? If someone gives you a loan, you have to be careful about 
thanking him — because those words can make him feel good, and that will be like giving him interest! You 
also can’t do him any extra favors because of the loan.
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INYANA D'YOMA :: Chassidishe Yom Tov

Yud-Tes Kislev is a farbrengen day!

There are actually THREE good times to make a farbrengen on Yud-Tes Kislev — the night of Yud-Tes Kislev, the 
night between Yud-Tes and Chof Kislev, and the night following Chof Kislev (Motzaei Chof Kislev). 

Each farbrengen should be in a different way: 

One time where you farbreng with yourself (spend some time thinking about what Yud-Tes Kislev means 
and how to make Chassidus a bigger part of your life), one time with your family, and a third one with your 
community, making hachlatos together to make your whole community a place of Chassidus! 

See Sichas Parshas Vayishlach 5752

TEFILLAH ::  Yud-Beis Pesukim - Review

We reviewed the four pesukim from Torah Shebichsav, and the four pesukim from Torah Shebaal Peh. Now let’s review 
the last four pesukim, from Chassidus!

Torah Shebichsav is the WHAT of the mitzvos, what mitzvos we need to do.

Torah Shebaal Peh is the HOW of the mitzvos, how to keep them.

Chassidus is the pnimius, the NESHAMA of the mitzvos.

Chassidus also shows us how to serve Hashem with our mind and our heart!

In the next four pesukim, we will see the neshama of what we learned in the first eight pesukim! We learned 
about how precious Torah and mitzvos are, and how we need to put our effort into it. We learned how to deal 
with other Yidden in the right way.

Now, in these last four pesukim, we will see the pnimius of all of this, and how to serve Hashem when we do 
this, with our mind and heart.

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Menorah Wicks

The leftover oil and wicks in our Menorahs are special because it was set aside for a mitzvah, so we can’t use 
them for anything else. After we use the menorah for the last time on Zos Chanukah, these leftovers should be 
burned. Some people put them away until Erev Pesach, and burn them with the Chometz!

For a full review of the halachos of Chanukah, see the Halacha Day by Day by the Badatz of Crown Heights or the 
Halacha Newsletter by Rabbi Lesches

See Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Siman 139, Shevach Hamoadim page 102

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: What Are YOU Doing?

Right before the beginning of Hayom Yom, the Rebbe put in a part of a letter from the Frierdiker Rebbe.

This letter was written at a time when many of the Yidden were suffering terribly in Golus. The Frierdiker 
Rebbe writes:

https://asktherav.com/halachic-guide/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwrLF2NgciduMDJUamhvTlU1TEU/view
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In this time of “Haras Olam,” the world is shaking! It is shaking because of the Chevlei Moshiach, the pain that 
comes right before Moshiach comes. Hashem set on fire the walls of Golus!

...Now it is the achrayus of every Jew, man and woman, old and young, to ask themselves this question:

What have I already done, and what am I doing now, to make the Chevlei Moshiach easier? What am 
I doing to be zocheh to the Geulah Sheleimah through Moshiach Tzidkeinu?
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