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Chitas for Wednesday, Parshas Vayeira
Tes-Vov Mar-Cheshvan, 5783

  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
ולזכות יבלחט״א אמו רחל בת ראשא ראזע לרפואה שלימה וקרובה

לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו

~ by Anonymous ~

Chitas for the month of Cheshvan is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Cheshvan is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family  ~ May they have much hatzlacha in all of their endeavors!

Chitas for the month of Cheshvan is made possible in part
L’ilui Nishmas Rebbetzin Rivka bas Moshe Chaim Korf, who taught hundreds of students throughout her life. 

~ Sponsored by her loving children and grandchildren ~

This week is sponsored
for a Shnas Bracha V’hatzlacha  

for our kinderlach and for Klal Yisroel
~ by The Greenberg Family ~

Mazel Tov Yisroel Chaim Altschul
~ birthday Tes-Vov Cheshvan ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Captain Eliana Shira Antopolsky (Atlanta, Georgia)
~ 10th birthday Tes-Vov Cheshvan ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov Cheyena Rochel Robinson (Far Rockaway)
~ 1st birthday Tes-Vov Cheshvan ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Vayeira - Revi'i with Rashi

A lot of things happen in today’s Chumash! First we learn how Sedom is destroyed and what 
happens to Lot after he is saved. Avraham needs to move again, and again Sarah is captured. At 
the end of today’s Chumash, Sarah and Avraham finally have a baby, Yitzchak, the second of our 
Avos!

Lot was running away from Sedom, which was going to be destroyed! The malach agreed that Lot could run 
to Bela, the fifth, smaller city. Since it was a newer city, only 50 years old, not as many aveiros had been done 
there. The malach said Hashem wouldn’t destroy the city as a favor to Lot. “But hurry!”

Lot ran to Bela, which would be called Tzo’ar, small, from now on. It got this new name because it was saved 
because it had a smaller amount of aveiros. Lot arrived in Tzo’ar in the morning.

Hashem made rain pour down on Sedom and Amorah. At first it was regular rain, in case the people living 
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there would still do teshuvah. When they didn’t, Hashem poured down fiery rain. Then Hashem picked up the 
whole ground and turned the cities upside down!

Lot’s wife wanted to see what was happening, and she looked back. She was punished for looking when she 
was told not to, by becoming a pillar of salt. This specific punishment was Midah Keneged Mida — the TYPE of 
punishment matched her aveira — because she didn’t want to give salt to her guests.

~

The Torah tells us what Avraham was doing at this time:

Avraham woke up in the morning to daven Shacharis. (Avraham Avinu was the one who started the idea of 
davening Shacharis, and we still daven his tefillah until today!) When he woke up, he saw smoke coming from 
the place where Sedom and Amorah used to be.

~

Now we go back to Lot:

Even though Lot had permission to live in Tzo’ar, he was afraid because it was so close to Sodom. So he ran 
away to a cave. Hashem made that there was wine in the cave. Lot’s daughters were afraid that not just Sedom 
was destroyed, but the whole world was destroyed, like at the time of the Mabul! They realized that if they 
didn’t have children, then the world would be left without any people. So they decided to fool their father into 
getting married to them so they could have children. They got him drunk, and when he was drunk they acted 
as if they were married to him.

They both had babies, Moav and Ben-Ami. (The nation of Ammon came from Ben-Ami.)

~

After the cities were destroyed, there weren’t a lot of guests coming to Chevron anymore. Avraham decided to 
move closer to people, and he traveled until he was near the city of Gerar. 

Just like in Mitzrayim, the people of Gerar asked about Sarah. Avraham said (like last time) that she was his 
sister. The king of Gerar, Avimelech, sent messengers to bring Sarah to him. But when he came close to Sarah, 
a malach wouldn’t let him touch her, and made Avimelech very sick.

Hashem came to Avimelech in a dream and told him that he would die because he tried to take Sarah. 
Avimelech said “It’s not my fault! I thought she was Avraham’s sister!” Hashem told him to give Sarah back, 
and Avraham would daven for him.

So Avimelech gave Sarah back, but was very upset at Avraham for saying that she was his sister, instead of 
telling the truth that she was his wife. Avraham explained that by asking if Sarah is his wife or his sister he 
right away knew that they have no Yiras Shomayim. That kind of question SHOWS that the people here would 
not act properly, and would have taken Sarah anyhow! The only difference would be that they would get rid of 
a husband, and not a brother. So to save his own life, he had to say Sarah was his sister.

Avimelech realized that Avraham was right, and gave him a lot of presents because he was sorry. Avraham 
davened for Avimelech, and he was cured of his sickness.

But before listening to Avraham’s tefilos and making AVIMELECH feel better, Hashem had already 
remembered what AVRAHAM needed for himself — a baby! So Hashem made Sarah become pregnant. (From 
here we learn that if we daven for another person, Hashem will answer us first!)
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On Pesach, the next year, Sarah had a baby boy! Hashem made Yitzchak look EXACTLY like Avraham, so that 
everybody would know that Avraham was really his father.

Avraham named him Yitzchak, and gave him a bris when he was 8 days old, as Hashem told him to.

TEHILLIM :: 77 - 78

Kapitel Ayin-Ches reviews all of the Nissim that Hashem did for the Yidden, starting from Yetzias Mitzrayim, 
until He made Dovid Hamelech the king over the Yidden!

One of the pesukim in this kapitel is “Vayikatz Keyashen Hashem” — Dovid Hamelech asks Hashem to wake 
up!

What does this mean? Does Hashem sleep?!

Chassidus explains (in the Bar Mitzvah maamar) that during Golus, the chayus that the world feels is like the 
chayus a person feels when he is sleeping. When someone is asleep, the neshama goes up to Shomayim and the 
person can only have dreams, and not think about things that make sense. The world doesn’t feel most of the 
chayus of Hashem, it only feels the little bit of chayus, like enough to make a person dream.

So we ask Hashem to bring Moshiach, when everyone can see and feel the chayus of Hashem in the world like 
a person who is awake! We want Hashem’s chayus to be revealed and strong. When we learn Torah and do 
mitzvos, we make this happen and bring the Geulah closer!

TANYA :: Igeres Hakodesh Siman Chof-Zayin

After the histalkus of a tzadik or a Rebbe, a part of the neshama of the Rebbe can come inside of each one of the 
Chassidim! If a chossid works hard to learn the Rebbe’s Torah and follow the Rebbe’s horaos, he gets this special 
koach.

With the extra koach from the tzadik’s neshama, it is easier to live the way the Rebbe taught! With this koach, 
the chassidim can really understand the things the Rebbe said, because part of the Rebbe becomes a part of 
them in a way of Pnimius!

Besides for that, there’s ANOTHER special koach that the Chassidim get after the histalkus of a Rebbe: A part 
of the neshama of the Tzadik that comes in a way of Makif, and doesn’t become a part of us in a way we can 
understand. This koach brings in thoughts that help us do teshuvah and do mitzvos in a more beautiful way.

HAYOM YOM :: Tes-Vov Mar-Cheshvan

Up in Shomayim, neshamos are waiting for their turn to be born. Why are they so excited to be born? Because 
they know how much a neshama can do in this world!

Now that our neshamos are already here in this world, the time they were so excited for, it’s time to start doing 
it! What are we waiting for?

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #175 - Mitzvas Asei #49

(Mitzvas Asei #49) Today's mitzvah is that we have to do ALL of the Avodah of Yom Kippur! Even though there 
are lots of details that are done as part of the Avodah, they are all really part of this one mitzvah.

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
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The whole mitzvah is explained in its own Mesechta — Mesechta Yoma.

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Avodas Yom HaKipurim 

In today's Rambam, we start a new section — we start to learn about the Avodah of Yom Kippur!

Perek Alef teaches us how the Kohen Gadol gets ready for Yom Kippur. 

Perek Beis explains how he made himself tahor and about the Vidui — using Hashem’s special name! 

Perek Gimmel explains how the goat for Azazel worked.

These perakim are all very interesting to read through. Reading it with all of the details can make us feel like we are 
watching it happen in the Beis Hamikdash!

RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Avodim - Perek Alef

The Beis Din can sell a thief as a slave if he can’t pay back what he stole, and a person can sell himself only if he 
has NOTHING left.

We need to treat an Eved Ivri nicely, since he already feels bad that he was sold: We can’t give him work 
without a reason or an end, like telling him to dig and not saying when he can stop. We can’t have him do 
“servant” kind of jobs, like carrying our clothes to the bathhouse or taking off our shoes. (But we can HIRE 
a Yid to do it.) We have to give our slave good food, a comfortable bed, and a nice place to sleep — at least 
as good as ours! That’s why the Chachomim say that when a person buys a slave, it’s like he bought a master! 
(“Kana Eved, Kana Rabo!”)

INYANA D'YOMA :: Full Moon

Today is the fifteenth day of the month of Cheshvan.

The 15th day of every month is special, because the moon is full on that day.

The Yiddishe calendar goes according to the moon. At the beginning of the month, we can only start to see a 
small part of the moon. In the middle of the month, the WHOLE moon can be seen shining brightly!

Yidden are also compared to the moon. Just like the moon sometimes shines more or shines less, there are 
times when the Yidden’s greatness is seen more or less in the world.

One of the times when the Yidden were like a full moon, shining bright, was in the times of Shlomo Hamelech. 
Then, the Yidden were living in Eretz Yisroel, with their own king. They were rich in Gashmius and in Ruchnius, 
and everyone could see how great and strong they were!

This will happen again, but even better, when Moshiach comes!

On the fifteenth day of each month, when we see the full moon shining, we are reminded that soon we will 
also have OUR greatness seen in the world again! When Moshiach comes, everyone will be able to see how 
special the Yidden are.

This is especially true in the month of Cheshvan! Hashem promises that the Chanukas Beis Hamikdash Hashlishi 
will be in this month, so today gives us an EXTRA encouragement to know that Moshiach will be here very 
soon!

http://chabad.org/dailystudy
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1062923/jewish/Avodat-Yom-haKippurim-Perek-1.htm
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See rally for children of Beis Cheshvan, Tof-Shin-Mem-Gimmel and other places

TEFILLAH :: Vehinei

IY”H tomorrow we will start to learn the meaning of Vehinei, the sixth posuk of the Yud-Beis Pesukim. Today, we will 
hear a story about how this posuk can help us in our war against the Yetzer Hara!

A bochur once had his turn to go into Yechidus with the Rebbe. Usually, Chassidim would write down their 
questions, and the Rebbe would answer them during the Yechidus.

When this bochur was preparing what to write, he thought of a certain problem he was having in Avodas 
Hashem. He was uncomfortable writing it, and wasn’t sure what he should do. Finally, he decided that if he 
would remember during the Yechidus, he would ask the Rebbe. He knew that during a Yechidus, Chassidim 
would often forget everything else! If he remembered anyway, that would be a sign that he should ask.

When the bochur came into Yechidus, the Rebbe quickly read through what he wrote, and answered his 
questions. The bochur realized that the Yechidus was almost over, and remembered the problem he was having. 
Like he had decided, he asked the Rebbe what to do.

The Rebbe answered that he should learn the beginning of Perek Mem-Alef of Tanya Baal Peh, until after the 
section of Vehinei.

Then the Rebbe raised his voice and said:

“And when the Yetzer Hara will come to you, you should remind yourself.” The Rebbe said the words slowly and 
clearly and in a loud voice: “That Vehinei Hashem Nitzav Alav, U’mlo Chol Ha’aret Kevodo! Umabit Alav 
Uvochein Klayos Valeiv, Im Ovdo Kara’ui! And when you remind yourself of this, the Yetzer Hara will RUN 
AWAY from you!”

As we will learn, these words mean that Hashem is watching us the whole time to see if we will act the way we should! 
Like we see in this story, these words are very powerful! Thinking about what they mean can help us have hatzlacha in 
our fight against the Yetzer Hara.

As heard from Rabbi Yekusiel Farkash, audio shiur #6 of Seder Yomo Shel Yehudi, approximately 6 minutes in

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Sneezing

In today’s Chumash, we learned that when Avraham Avinu davened for someone else, he was answered first! Here is a 
halacha that also shows this:

The halacha we will learn today is about what to say when someone sneezes, but it also teaches us how special 
it is to bentch another Yid!

When we hear someone else sneeze, we should say “Asusa” (which means “Tzu Gezunt,” or “Labriyut”). This 
is a bracha that the person should be healthy.

The person who sneezed answers, “Boruch Tihiyeh,” you should be bentched. 

He then says, “Lishuas’cha Kivisi Hashem,” I hope for Your yeshuah, Hashem. Since he just davened to 
Hashem by bentching his friend with Boruch Tihiyeh, he asks Hashem that he should be answered first. Like the 
Chachomim teach us, when someone davens for another person, he is answered first.

See Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 61:5
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GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: The Alef of Geulah

What is Geulah? In Lashon Hakodesh, the name of something is what gives it chayus and tells us what it is. 
Geulah is the same letters of “Golah,” which means Golus, together with an alef. Really, it’s not a new world 
with different things than we had in Golus, it’s all of the same things we live with in Golah — only it has an 
alef!

So what is the alef?

We learned that the alef is “Aluf” — Hashem, that everything and everyone will recognize Hashem — so 
nothing bad can happen, and nothing can hide Hashem!

Another explanation for the Alef is from a posuk, “A’alefcha Chochma, A’alefcha Bina.” It means to teach 
Torah. That shows us that when Moshiach comes, the Alef of Torah will be in everything. All of the things in 
the world will live according to the Torah! The goyim will all keep the Sheva Mitzvos Bnei Noach, the Yidden will 
all be acting the way the Torah teaches us, and even the Gashmiyus things in the world will help remind us to 
keep the mitzvos.

This is why the Rambam says that Moshiach will come from the family of “Dovid AND Shlomo.” We know 
that Moshiach has to come from the family of Dovid Hamelech, but why is it important that Moshiach come 
specifically from Shlomo Hamelech?

Shlomo Hamelech was given a special gift from Hashem — a gift of Chochmah. The posuk says that Shlomo 
Hamelech was the wisest person that ever lived — Vayechkam Mikol HaAdam! So Moshiach, who will bring 
the Geulah by bringing the Alef of the Chochmah of Torah into the world, must come from Shlomo Hamelech, 
who had so much Chochmah!

See Sichas Parshas Emor 5751
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http://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=16067&st=&pgnum=77
http://kidschitas.org/sponsor

