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Community Bible Church
Of Ventura County
Constitution
Preamble
Having individually received the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior (Jn. 3:16;
Eph. 2:8), we band ourselves together as a body of believers (Heb. 10:25), and adopt
the fol-lowing articles, to carry out more efficiently the commission given by Jesus
Christ to His Church (Mt. 28:18-20).

Article 1
Name
The name of this congregation is "Community Bible Church of Ventura County" (here
after referred to as the church), located in Ventura, California.
Article 2
Purpose
Based on the Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20), the purpose of this church is to
make faithful followers of Jesus Christ. We expect to do that by:
Observing the New Commandment (Jn. 13:34,35);
Believing that God will do a great work in the people of this community and around
the world through us (Eph. 3:20);
Extending love to both Christians and non-Christians without prejudice. (Acts
10:15; Rom. 15:7; Eph. 2:13-16);
Caring for them in the meeting of their physical, emotional and spiritual needs
through our gifts (spiritual and material), our time and our prayers (Gal. 6:2; Jas 2:8);
and
teaching what the Word of God says about Jesus Christ and our life in Him (Mt.
28:18- 20; Jn. 10:10).
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Article 3
Statement of Faith
The members of this church have adopted the following as their statement of faith:
1. The Holy Scriptures. Both the Old and New Testaments are the complete and divine
revelation of God to man. We believe interpretation of these Scriptures must be in accord
with their normal, grarmnatical and historical meaning (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet.
1:20-21; Mt. 5: 18).
2. The Godhead. We believe in one Triune God, eternally existing in three persons-Father, Son and Holy Spirit--each co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, coequal in
power and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections (Dt. 6:4; Mt. 28:19; 2
Cor. 13:14; Jn. 14:10, 26).
2.1

The Person and Work of the Father.

2.1.1

We believe that God the Father is a Spirit-Being, one in essence, personal in
ture,
invisible,
inscrutable,
immutable,
incomparable,
unequaled,
unsearchable, infinite, eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient and worthy
of our worship (Jn. 4:24; Dt. 6:24; Jn. 171-3; Jn. 1:18; Is. 40:28; Nurn. 23:19;
2 Sam. 7:22; Is. 40:13-25; Rm. 11 :33-34; I Kin. 8:27; Is. 57: 15; Jer. 32:17, 27;
Ps. 139:7-12; 1 Jn. 3:20).
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2.1.2

We believe that God the Father is the creator, defender and preserver of the universe, and is therefore its ruler and judge (Is. 40:12, 22, 26; Ps. 47:2, 7, 8;
Ps. 96:10, 13; Ps. 59:1; Ps. 121:3-8.

2.1.3

We believe that God the Father loves the world so much that He sent His Son to
deliver the world from just condemnation, that He gives life and authority to His
Son so we can become His children, that He sent His Spirit to remain with us,
that He responds to our prayers, and has committed Himself to dwell with His
people (Jn. 3:16; 5:19-26; 17:1-3; 14:16, 26; 16:23, 26-27; Rev. 21 :3).

2.2

The Person and Work of Jesus Christ.

2.2.1

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men (Is. 7:
14; 9:6; Lk. 1:35; Jn. 1:1-2, 14; 2 Cor. 5:19-21; Gal. 4:4-5; Php. 2:5-8).
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Section 4
The Pastor
The pastor is a key spiritual leader of the congregation. He is an elder and is accountable
to the elders of the church. He should provide overall vision and direction for the church.
His calling, dismissal, or resignation will be according to the by-laws of the church. He
will administer the ordinances according to the by-laws Section 5. As an elder he has
voting rights except in the area of his salary and any other personal matter that may in
volve a conflict of interest.
Staff
Section 5
The need for additional staff will be determined by the elders of the church. Staff will be
called by the elders and will be directly accountable to the elders or designated person.
Staff members may be dismissed by a majority vote of the Board of Elders of the church,
with or without congregational approval. Staff members are not automatically elders, but
will be present at meetings when invited, by the elders. They must become members of
the church upon their call.
Article 7
Congregational Meetings

Section 1
Annual Congregational Meeting
An annual congregational meeting will be held. At this meeting a written financial state
ment, provided by the treasurer, and a proposed budget will be offered for membership
approval. At this meeting the officers of the church, and other ministry leaders, will re
port, either in person or through an agent, to the congregation on their areas of responsi
bility. At this meeting the pastor will give a state of the church report and share his vision
for the coming year. In his absence, the report will be given by an elder.
Other Meetings
Section 2
The elders will call at least three other quarterly joint board meetings during the course of
the year for the purpose of gaining input and keeping lines of communication open.
Members may request special meetings through the board of elders.
Section 3
Public Notice
Public notice as to time and purpose will be given at least 14 days prior to any joint board
meeting.
Article 8
Church Property

Section 1
Acquisition and Possession of Property
This church has the power to receive, either by gift or purchase, and to hold such real,
personal, or mixed property as is authorized by the laws of the State of California and as
deemed necessary for the business of the church, and has the power to dispose of such
property by mortgage, deed, or otherwise.
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