
Small Group Experience
 LESSON 1 - “The Serpent”

Retelling The Bible Story

Watt’s Up:
“Ssstay Away From Sssin!!”

Power Verse:
“...God is faithful...When you are tempted, he will show you a way out 
so that you can endure.”
         -1 Corinthians 10:13

SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Sin Snake Print Piece (provided; print one per kid)
*  Scissors (several pair for the group to share)
*  Markers or crayons

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Before small group begins, print the Sin Snake Print Pieces.  Once small group begins, pass out the print pieces, and tell each kid to 
cut out and color a snake.  Once they have completed this task, read the Bible Story excerpt pausing when you say, “Eve.”  When 
you say “Eve,” the kids should hold their snakes in the air and say the words, “Ssstay away from sssin!”  Continue on this way until 
the story is complete.  The snakes will also be used during activity time, so remind the kids to keep them after storytime.

Say - I am so excited about today!  I love animals, but the animal in our first story wasn’t the snuggly fuzzy cute kind at 
 all!  Let’s ssssee if you all can help me out with this sssstory.  I am giving each of you a picture of a snake to cut 
 out and color.  I will give you a few minutes to complete this task.

-Allow kids time to cut and color the Sin Snake Print Piece-

Say - Now that you all have a snake, we can begin.  The snake is front and center in our Bible story.  This was not any 
 ordinary garden snake.  This was Satan disguised as a snake, and he came to trick Eve into sinning.  I am going to 
 read the Bible Story.  Every time you hear me say “Eve,” I want you to slither your snake into the air and say, 
 “Ssstay away from sssin!”   

-Read the provided lesson excerpt aloud pausing when you say the name Eve-

Say - This story takes place at the very beginning of time.  There was no earth, no moon, and no sun.  Everything was 
 dark and empty.  Then, God spoke and created the Heavens and the Earth.  He created animals, plants, and finally 
 - human beings.  The first man was named Adam, and the first woman was named Eve.

 Adam and Eve had a wonderful life.  They had everything they needed.  God only gave them ONE rule.  He said, 
 “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
 and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  Sounds pretty easy!  Just one rule!  All Adam and Eve 
 needed to do was obey God, and He promised to provide for them and protect them. 

 One day, while they were walking in the garden, Satan took on the form of a snake and came up to them.  Satan 
 asked Eve, “Did God say you can’t eat ANY fruit in the garden?”  She answered, “We can eat any fruit EXCEPT 
 this tree!”  Satan responded, “God just doesn’t want you to be as smart as He is.”

(Continued on next page)
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Group Sharing

Game/Activity
SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Stay Away Print Piece (provided; print several sets)
*  Bean bag (one per team)
*  Paper and pen or pencil for keeping score
*  Sin Snake Print Pieces (from previous activity)

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Before small group begins, print and cut the Stay Away Print Pieces.  Once activity time begins, collect all of the snakes from the 
previous activity.  Lay out the snakes and Stay Away Print Pieces on the ground in random order forming a large square.  This should 
somewhat resemble a game board like checkers.  Divide the group into teams and give each team a bean bag.  Line the teams up 
single file several feet away from the game pieces on the floor.  One at a time team members must take turns throwing the bean 
bag towards the game pieces.  If they land on a Stay Away Print Piece they earn one point.  If they land on a Sin Snake Print Piece, 
they earn no points.  If they land on a blank space, the player should collect their bean bag and try again.  Continue on this way 
until everyone has a turn.  The team with the most points wins!  This can be played multiple rounds as time allows. 

Say - Eve should have stayed away from sin and so should we!  Our game today is a contest to see who can stay away 
 from sin.  I am dividing you all into teams.  I am using your Sin Snakes as well as some Stay Away Pieces to form 
 a game board.  Each team will line up single file and take turns tossing their bean bag toward the board.  If you 
 land on a Stay Away Piece your team earns one point!  If you land on a Sin Snake, your team earns no points.  If 
 you don’t land on any piece you must collect the bean bag and try again.  We will continue on this way until every 
 player has a turn.  The team who stays away from sin and earns the most points will be delcared the winner!

-Play the game.  This can be played multiple rounds as time allows-

 Eve made a terrible mistake.  She listened to Satan’s lies and fell for them.  She decided to ignore God’s commands 
 and do things the way SHE wanted. 

 Eve took some of the fruit and ate it.  With that, she gave into temptation and committed the first sin.  To make 
 things worse, she turned and gave some of the fruit to Adam.  Guess what?  Adam made the same terrible choice. 
 Adam gave into temptation and ate of the fruit.  With that, Adam and Eve committed the very first sin. 

Say - You all were very slithery snakes.  Thank you for helping!  You can put the snakes aside; we will need them for our 
 next activity. 

Ask - Why do you think Eve chose to sin?

Ask - What do you think Eve was feeling after the choice she made?

SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Way Out Print Piece (provided; print one per kid)
*  Pencils, markers, or crayons

(Continued on next page)
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TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Before small group, print and cut the Way Out Print Pieces. 

Say - Sin is tricky.  Satan loves nothing more than to tempt us with things that seem good.  He especially likes to tempt 
 us with things that seem like a good thing.  

Ask - What are some tricks Satan uses to try and get us to sin?

-Allow time for the kids to respond and discuss their answers with the group-

Say - Satan is tricky, but ultimately, sin is a choice that we make. 

Ask - Is it easy to make the choice to stay away from sin?

-Allow the kids to answer and discuss their answers with the group-

Say - Thankfully life isn’t like the bean bag toss that we just played.  We aren’t being tossed around and hoping that we 
 don’t land in sin.  Life doesn’t work that way!  God doesn’t work that way!  God is there for his children.  He’s 
 there to help us navigate through the tricky choices that come our way.  I want you all to divide into small 
 groups.  Read and discuss the words to the power verse together.  How does God provide a way out?  What 
 does the verse mean to you?  Write your answers in the box. 

-Allow the groups time to discuss the verse and write their answers-  

Ask - Would anyone like to share their thoughts?  

-Allow time for the kids to share and discuss their answers with the group-

Prayer Time

Say - Staying away from sin is a serious thing.  As followers of Jesus, we must make the choice to STAY AWAY from sin 
 and evil.  God will help us.  He will give us a way out!  Let’s pray together and ask God to open our eyes to the 
 tricks of Satan and help us make the choice to stay away from sin.  (PRAY)

Closing
Say - Adam and Eve had it made.  They lived in the paradise that God created free from worry, sickness, fear, pain, and 
 so many other awful things.  Then one day Eve met a snake.  Not just any snake, the snake that would change the 
 world forever.  Eve met Satan.  He disguised himself and tricked Eve.  He tempted her.  She listened.  He tempted 
 her again.  She thought.  He tempted her and finally she acted.  She gave into sin and temptation.  Eve’s life would 
 never be the same.  Her sin brought shame and guilt, fear and pain, and ultimately her sin brought death.  That is 
 a high price to pay for a bite of fruit.  Sin always has a high price to pay.  Satan wants to trick us into sinning.  He 
 hides the cost.  He tempts us and hopes we listen.  He tempts us and hopes we give sin some thought.  He 
 tempts us and hopes that we act on that sin.  We don’t have to give into sin.  We can learn the tricks of the 
 enemy and with God’s help we can STAY AWAY from sin.  You all were great today!  See you next time.   
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