
Small Group Experience
 LESSON 4 - “God, I Need You With Me!”

Retelling The Bible Story

Watt’s Up:
“I Am Never Alone When God Is With Me!”

Power Verse:
“For God has said: ‘I will never fail you.  I will never forsake you.’”
      - Hebrews 13:5

SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Bibles (several for the group to share)

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Divide the kids into groups and give each group a Bible.  To re-tell the Bible lesson the kids will look up each of the Bible 
stories which address different experiences Paul had while in prison.  Tell the kids which passages to look up and allow 
the groups time to find them in their Bibles.  Have a person from each group read the passage.  After each passage  
discuss what Paul was feeling during that specific time in prison.  Then ask them what Paul did to “break free” from  
loneliness each time. 

Say -   “Find 2 Timothy 4:16-18.”

Say - “Read the passage aloud.”

Ask - “How was Paul feeling during this time in prison?” 

Ask - “What did Paul say God did to help him during this lonely time?” 

Say -   “Find Acts 16:22-34.”

Say - “Read the passage aloud.”

Ask - “How do you think Paul was feeling after being beaten and thrown in prison?” 

Ask - “Do you think the things that happened to Paul might make it hard for him to trust people?”
 
Ask - “How did Paul build a bridge and reach out to the jailer?”

Say -   “Find Acts 16:25.”

Say - “Read the verse aloud.”

Ask - “Why do you think Paul was singing worship songs in prison?” 

Say - “Paul had good reason to feel lonely.  Paul did not let this stop Him from reaching out to God and others. ” 
(Continued On Next Page)
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Game/Activity

SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Several pieces of yarn or rope about 4-5 feet long
*  Clothes pins, binder clips, or paper clips
*  Print piece clothing with verse (print pieces provided)

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Divide the group into teams.  Give each team a set of the print piece clothes, clothes pins (or binder clips/paper clips), and 
a piece of yarn or rope.  The clothes pieces have words on them which make the Power Verse when placed in the correct 
order.  Give each team 2 minutes to hang the clothes in the correct order.  The Power Verse should read…“For God has 
said: ‘I will never fail you.  I will never forsake you.’”  - Hebrews 13:5

Say - “Ok guys, we have a lot of clothes that need to be hung out to dry.  But you can’t just hang them in any order.    
 The words to the Power Verse are on these clothes, but they are all mixed up.  Two members of your team will  
 hold the yarn up; the rest of you will be the un-scramblers.  You have two minutes to get clothes hung on the line  
 in the correct order.  Ready, “Go!”“

Ask - “What does this verse mean to you?    
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Group Sharing

SUPPLY LIST:  

*  Plastic hangers (one per team)
 OPTION 2 - If plastic hangers are not available you can give each team pipe cleaners that can be shaped into hangers.
*  Glue
*  Adhesive tape 
*  Craft materials (scraps of paper, stickers, cotton balls, etc.)

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS:  

Divide the children into teams.  Give each team a hanger.  Place craft materials in the middle of the group.  Tell them they 
have 5 minutes to transform their hangers into something creative and unique.  The point of this time is to encourage the 
kids to realize that they don’t have to be, “hangers.”  They don’t have to hang around feeling lonely; they can reach out to 
God and others. .
 
Say - “Each team has a hanger.  I have provided some craft supplies.  Your job is to change this hanger so that it is  
 something new and unique.  You have 5 minutes to de-hanger your hanger!”

(allow children to perform the activity)

 (Continued On Next Page)



 
Say - “There’s an expression some people say when they feel abandoned.  They say they feel ‘hung out to dry.’  People  
 who say that feel like they are left hanging with no answer and no help.” 

Ask -  “Has there ever been a time when you have felt like people left you hanging?  Would you like to share with the  
 group?”

Ask - “How can we follow Paul’s example when we feel left hanging and lonely?”

Say - “God is always with us when we feel like we’ve been hung out to dry.  Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 4:17,  “The  
 Lord stood with me and gave me strength…”  Even if you feel like no one else is standing with you, God is!  God  
 will give you strength to make it through tough times.  You don’t have to hang around all by yourself when you  
 feel lonely.  You can also reach out to others for support.  Reaching out will remind you that you are not alone.  
 Finally, if you feel hung out to dry there’s a quick way to put your feet back on solid ground, worship!  When we  
 worship, God draws near to us and reassures us we are never alone.”
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Prayer Time

Say - “If you are struggling with feeling lonely, we want you to know that you are NOT alone.  In today’s prayer time we  
 are going to come together and show our love and support for each other. ”

Ask - “Is there anyone in the group that has been feeling lonely?”
  
Say - “We are going to stand in a circle and hold hands.  We will pray together for those who are feeling lonely.  Let’s  
 pray that they will feel the Love of God and the support of this group!” 
 
(Lead the children in prayer for each other.)

Closing

Say - “We all feel lonely at times, but the good news is you don’t have to be a ‘hanger!’  You don’t have to hang around  
 feeling lonely.  Paul’s life is a great example of what we can do when we feel all alone.  Try it this week.  When you  
 start feeling like you’ve been left hanging…Remember God is with you, reach out to others, and worship God!” 




















