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Review: 
Week 1 – Matt. 5:10-12 

• Two foundational truths about rude/Mean people: #1 – People are 
mean. #2 – You don’t have to be. 

• Why be happy about mean people? Because you can make a 
difference by choosing to love, and you have the opportunity to 
SHOW Jesus.  

 
This week: Foundational truth—If you follow Jesus, you’ll have 
enemies. 
 
What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and 
mock you and curse you as evil [Why?] because you follow the Son of 
Man. (Luke 6:22) 
 
Living Jesus’ way will naturally produce enemies in your life. How does this 
happen when you live for Jesus? Jesus says that His children are TWO 
things: salt and light. 

• You are the “salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13-16) – People are broken 
and wounded with sin. What does salt do to a wound? It stings! 
(But it also helps to heal!) People don’t like the sting. 

• You are the “light of the world.” People are living in darkness. How 
do people in darkness react to light? When you are in darkness, 
you don’t like the light shined on you.  

 
People don’t react well to the sting of truth, and they definitely don’t like the 
things they do in “darkness” to be brought to light. 
 
Enemies will appear in your life. Expect it if you follow Christ. People will be 
rude and mean. Expect it. 
 
Sometimes when we try to speak the truth of Christ in love, people don’t 
want to hear it. Sometimes they may accuse you of being rude. It’s funny 
that Jesus says we are the “salt of the earth,” because sometimes people 
will look at you, and what do they call people they think are rude or being a 
little “snippy” with others? Salty. 
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Jesus expected enemies in His life. In the passage we are going to look at 
today, He shares how to deal with those enemies. He gives us a three-part 
formula to dealing with “enemies” in our life. 
 
But before we look at this formula, I want us to focus for just a second on 
the first eight words Jesus says to His disciples before He ever tells them 
about how to deal with enemies. 
 
Verse 27 
“But to you who are willing to listen …" 
 
Listening is hard.  
 
[Show video – “It’s not about the nail” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4EDhdAHrOg] 
 
Are you willing to listen? We often have some preconceived notion that we 
already have it figured out.  
 
I want to encourage you to ACTIVELY listen today. Jesus does, too. Look 
back at verse 27, and let’s learn some Greek. 
 
The phrase “willing to listen” in English is one Greek word: akouō (ah-ku-
oh), which means “to listen with intention,” or “to be prepared or eager to do 
something.” In other words, “to listen with the intention of doing something” 
about what you heard. 
 
Jesus is telling His disciples that He has something really important for 
them to know, but it will only be useful if they are willing to listen.  
 
Before we go any further, I want to ask each of you today: are you willing to 
listen? Because you’ll never be able to deal with enemies that come from 
you following Christ if you’re not willing to listen to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus says in John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me." 
 
As we read God’s Word, Jesus is speaking to each of you today. The 
question we have to face is, “Are we willing to listen?” 
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Are you ready to love? Are you willing to listen? Because if you aren’t 
willing to listen to Jesus’ way, none of this matters. 
 
Earlier, I shared Luke 6:22, about how Jesus tells us that when we follow 
Him, we will have enemies. I want to repeat that foundational truth again: If 
you follow Jesus, you’ll have enemies. 
 
If that's the case, then how do we deal with this? In that same chapter in 
Luke, Jesus talks about three issues when reacting to enemies:  

1. How Jesus reacts to enemies (and how we should, too). 
2. How the world reacts to enemies. 
3. What happens when you react Jesus’ way.. 

 
Jesus starts out with the hardest reaction, and moves toward the easiest. 
But none of these are easy! 
 
[Jesus’ Way] 
“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 
those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt 
you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If 
someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also. Give to anyone who 
asks; and when things are taken away from you, don’t try to get them 
back. Do to others as you would like them to do to you. (Luke 6:27-31) 
 
1. Love  
"I say, love your enemies!"  
 
Love is the foundation for how to react to enemies. If you don’t have love, 
you can’t accomplish the other two ways Jesus deals with enemies. 
 
It’s hard to do anything else Jesus says to do with your enemies without 
love. How do you love someone who curses or hates you? Jesus! It’s the 
Holy Spirit who puts this love in your heart for enemies. 
 
We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 
 
Why? We love because Jesus loved us when we were His enemy. 
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For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son 
while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life 
of his Son. (Romans 5:10) 
 
2. Serve   
Do good to those who hate you.  
Bless those who curse you.  
Give to anyone who asks … 
 
Serving (doing good/blessing/giving) is the fruit of love. 
 
Love has more to do with activity than it has to do with feeling. What Jesus 
is saying is simply this: "Be loving to your enemies." How do I do that? By 
serving them. 
 
We may not be able to control how we feel about them, but we certainly 
can control what we do about those feelings. 
 
Why? We serve because Jesus served His enemies. 
 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to 
give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45) 
 
He gave the ultimate act of service … His life! And for who? His enemies. 
By His death, while we sere still enemies of God, we were restored. 
 
He served us because He loved us … and we’re called to do the same with 
our enemies. 
 
3. Pray  
Pray for those who hurt you.  
 
Love is the foundation for how we react to our enemies. Serving is the fruit 
of that love. 
 
Prayer is inviting the favor of God into circumstance. 
 
Prayer is your connection with the Father’s hand that's working in your 
enemy’s life. 
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Why? We pray because Jesus prayed for His enemies. 
 
While Jesus was on the cross, loving and serving His enemies (giving His 
life as the ultimate sacrifice), He prayed for them. 
 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” 
(Luke 23:34) 
 
When you love, serve, and pray, treating an enemy like you would want to 
be treated becomes natural. 
 
Do to others as you would like them to do to you. 
 
Jesus tells His disciples how to react to enemies first, because they already 
know how the world treats enemies. He points out some of the “world’s” 
reactions toward enemies in the next three verses: 
 
 [The World’s Way] 
“If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? 
Even sinners love those who love them! And if you do good only to those 
who do good to you, why should you get credit? Even sinners do that 
much! And if you lend money only to those who can repay you, why should 
you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full return. 
 
The world says: only love the people who are going to love you. Only do 
good to those who will do good for you. Only help out those who can pay 
you back. It’s the typical world mentality. What’s in it for me? That’s what 
most of the world thinks.  
 
The philosophy of retaliation is built into the fiber of our society. We don’t 
just want to get even, we want to win. 
 
But Jesus says, if you choose to live my way, it’s waaaayyy better! 
 
A pastor named Andy Stanley made a statement I heard a few weeks ago 
that has revolutionized the way I tell others about Jesus:  "Following Jesus 
will make your life better and makes you better at life." 
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Jesus repeats Himself again. When He says something more than once, 
then it must be really important. 
 
[When You Do It Jesus’ Way] 
Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to 
be repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will 
truly be acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those 
who are unthankful and wicked. You must be compassionate, just as 
your Father is compassionate. 
 
Jesus says you are never more like Him and His child than when you love 
your enemy. When you love your enemies you are “truly” acting as God’s 
child.  You are acting “just as your Father.” When you love your enemies, 
“your reward in heaven will be very great.” 
 
Just like we learned last week, Jesus is repeating that there’s a blessing 
when you love your enemies. And that blessing is great! 
 
Following Jesus will bring enemies into your life. But following Jesus will 
make your life better and make you better at life. Loving, serving, and 
praying is being better at life. An eternal reward makes your life better. 
 
What happens when you do it Jesus’ way? It’s always better. 
 
One Last Thought: 
Jesus’ way is always better. 
 
Challenge: Take a picture of anything you love. Something great! Sports, a 
place, something you own. We want to encourage you to make a social 
media post (instagram) with that pic and the hashtag: #Jesusisbetter. 
 
Because no matter what you think is the best, Jesus is always better. 
 
No matter how you think you can fix a situation, Jesus’ way is always 
better. 
 
No matter how you think you should live your life on your terms, Jesus’ way 
is better. 
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Jesus’ way will bring you enemies. 
 
But Jesus’ way is always (and forever will be) better! 
 
 
 
 


