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MICHAEL COST1  T T  AS 

Michae l  Cos tu las  was  born  in  So&tp i  i n  the  Greek  p rov ince  o f  Thessa ly ,  
the  son  o l  Adam and  Theodora  Maze  Cos tu las .  He  was  one  of  f ive  ch i ld ren .  
Hi s  pa ren t s  f a rmed  tobacco  and  b red  horses .  H i s  f a the r  d ied  when  he  was  
th ree  yea r s  o ld .  Young  Michae l  Cos tu las  was  ab le  to  a t t end  g rammar  
schoo l  where  he  thorough ly  l ea rned  the  Greek  l anguage .  

In  1911 .  when  he  was  16 ,  cond i 
t ions  had  de te r io ra ted  in  the  Ba l 
kans  and  the  f ami ly  dec ided  to  send  
Michae l  t o  the  Uni t ed  S ta te s .  He  
was  to ld  to  go  to  YVoonsocke t ,  R . I .  
where  the re  were  many  Macedo-
Konian ians .  

Michae l  sa i l ed  f rom P i raeus ,  t he  
por t  o f  A thens ,  on  the  5000- ton  
Greek  l ine r  Pa l r i s .  The  sh ip  a r r ived  
in  New "Y o rk  on  December  16 ,  1911 ,  
and  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  s t ay  on  El l i s  I s l and ,  
he  took  the  t r a in  to  YVoonsocke t .  

YVhen  he  a r r ived  in  YVoonsocke t ,  
he  wen t  to  a  house  whose  address  
had  been  g iven  to  h im by  a  f r i end  
aboard  the  sh ip .  There  were  f ive  
o the r  s ing le  men  l iv ing  in  the  house  
and  Michae l  sha red  the  ren t  wi th  
them whi le  each  d id  h i s  own  cook
ing . .  1  he  ren t  was  $1 .25  a  week  and  
food  was  purchased  a t  a  nea rby  
s to re  on  a  week ly  payment  bas i s .  

Michae l  Cos tu las  a r r ived  in  
YVoonsocke t  o n  *  Fr iday  and  by  
Monday  he  had  a  job  work ing  as  a  
sweeper  in  the  loca l  co t ton  mi l l .  
The  job  pa id  $5 .00  a  week  fo r  a  

o5-h r .  week ,  which  inc luded  12  h r s .  
a  day  f rom Monday  th rough  Fr iday  
and  l ive  hours  on  Sa tu rday .  He  
saved  a l l  t he  money  he  ea rned  tha t  
d id  no t  go  fo r  food ,  r en t  o r  c lo th 
ing  His  on ly  luxury  was  to  spend  
l ive  cen t s  a  week  to  buy  a  b ig  bag  
o l  choco la te  k i s ses .  

H i s  economic  cond i t ion  improved  
a l t e r  he  had  been  work ing  in  the  
co t ton  mi l l  fo r  some  t ime .  Nicho las  
Gaf l su .  a  f r i end ,  go t  h im a  job  in  a  
woolen  mi l l  wh ich  pa id  $6 .14  fo r  
the  s t andard  65-h r .  week .  

Whi le  work ing  in  the  woo len  mi l l  
| K  wanted  to  make  more  money ,  so  
he  wen t  to  work  a t  a  shoe  sh ine  
S tand  in  downtown YVoonsocke t .  
l i e  was  pa id  l ive  cen t s  lo r  a  sh ine  
a r id  usua l ly  re  c e ived  a  10- i cn t  t i p .  

Me  then  moved  I rom YVoonsocke t  
t o  the  ne ighbor ing  town  o l  B lack-
<l .one  Mass  where  he  l ea rned  to  

be  a  weaver ,  wh ich  enab led  h im to  
ge t  be t t e r  jobs  in  the  loca l  t ex t i l e  in 
dus t ry .  In  B lacks tone  he  l ived  nex t  
to  the  Fa t sys ,  a  Macedo-Romanian  
fami ly  wi th  16  ch i ld ren ,  and  he  be 
came  a t t r ac ted  to  the i r  daugh te r  
Jenny  who  worked  in  a  loca l  co t ton  
mi l l .  They  were  mar r i ed  in  B lack-
s tone  on  November  23 ,  1919 .  

Soon  a f t e r  he  was  mar r i ed ,  a  
Turk i sh  f r i end  to ld  h im tha t  the re  
were  good  oppor tun i t i e s  to  make  
money  work ing  a s  a  ba rbe r .  He  
soon  l ea rned  how to  cu t  ha i r  and  
g ive  shaves  and  wen t  to  work  fo r  a  
YVoonsocke t  ba rbe r  fo r  the  nex t  
th ree  yea r s .  

In  1927 ,  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Cos tu las  
and  the i r  two  ch i ld ren  moved  to  
Br idgepor t  where  he  became  a  pa r t 
ne r  wi th  Joseph  YVeich  in  the  
Square  Dea l  Barbe r  Shop  loca ted  a t  
264  S ta te  S t ree t .  He  la t e r  bough t  
ou t  YVeich  and  somet imes  a f t e r 
wards  became  pa r tne r s  wi th  Pe t ra  
Fa t se .  The  Square  Dea l  Barbe r  
Shop  was  a  we l l  known es tab l i sh 
men t  in  downtown Br idgepor t  and  
in  adver t i sement s  i t  was  sa id  to  be  
" the  o ldes t  p l ace  in  town ,  wi th  the  
ve ry  bes t  o f  se rv ice ,  fo r  many  mi les  
a round ' . '  

Soon  a f t e r  he  moved  to  Br idge
por t ,  Michae l  Cos tu las  became  
ac t ive - i f i  t he  Romanian  Or thodox  
Church  which  was  jus t  acqu i r ing  i t s  
f i r s t  bu i ld ing  on  Lee  Ave .  Money  
was  needed  fo r  the  new church  and  
he  he lped  by  head ing  the  church ' s  
d ramat i c  soc ie ty  which  cha rged  ad 
miss ion  fo r  i t s  p roduc t ions  in  o rde r  
to  ra i se  funds  fo r  the  church .  

He  took  seve ra l  Greek  d ramas  
and  eve ry  n igh t ,  a f t e r  work ing  a l l  
day  a t  the  ba rbe r  shop ,  he  pa ins 
t ak ing ly  t r ans la t ed  them in to  the  
Maccdo-Komanian  l anguage ,  l i e  
d i rec ted  the  members  o f  t he  church ' s  
d ramat i c  soc ie ty  in  the  f i r s t  o f  t he  
p lays ,  "Gol f i . ;  wh ich  was  p resen ted  
in  1928 .  

The  p lays  were  usua l ly  t r aged ies  
wi th  a  "Romeo  and  Ju l i e t "  theme  of  
t r ag ic  love  in  which  the  he ro  and  
he ro ine  usua l ly  commi t  su ic ide  o r  
a re  k i l l ed .  "Esmea ' /  wh ich  he  p ro 
duced  and  d i rec ted  in  1935  and  
which  had  an  a l l - f emale  cas t ,  was  
abou t  a  Turk i sh  so ld ie r  who  fa l l s  in  
love  wi th  a  Macedo-Romanian  g i r l .  

The  p lays  were  popu la r  and  rea l 
i s t i c  t o  the i r  aud ience  and  women  
would  o f t en  c ry  o r  f a in t  du r ing  the  
t r ag ic  love  scenes .  In  ea r l i e r  p l ays  
admiss ion  was  25  cen t s  fo r  men  and  
15  cen t s  fo r  women  which  wen t  to  
the  church  fund .  The  p lays  which  
he  t r ans la t ed ,  p roduced  and  
d i rec ted  f rom 1928  to  1961  wen t  on  
tour  to  YVoonsocke t ,  R . I . ,  Sou th -
br idge ,  Mass . ,  and  o the r  a reas  
where  the re  were  l a rge  Macedo-
Romanian  co lon ies .  

Mr .  Cos tu las  and  h i s  pa r tne r  so ld  
the  Square  Dea l  Barbe r  Shop  in  
1961 ,  shor t ly  be fo re  u rban  renewal  
r azed  the  o ld  bu i ld ing  to  make  way  
fo r  an  u rban  shopp ing  a rea .  A t  
abou t  the  same  t ime ,  the  Cos tu las  
f ami ly  moved  to  Fa i r f i e ld .  

Mr .  and  Mrs .  Michae l  Cos tu las  
have  th ree  ch i ld ren :  Despa ,  mar r i ed  
to  Nicho las  C ipu ,  they  have  a  son  
Rober t  who  res ides  in  Monroe ,  a  
daugh te r  Mar ie  who  l ives  in  YVi l ton  
and  has  th ree  sons  and  th ree  g rand
ch i ld ren ,  and  ano the r  daugh te r ,  
E la ine ,  who  i s  a  buyer  fo r  How-
lands  Depar tmen t  S to re .  

Son  Pe te r  Cos tu las  heads  Sperco  
Typography ,  Inc .  o f  Br idgepor t .  He  
mar r i ed  the  fo rmer  F lo rence  Bab i -
ana  of  Woonsocke t ,  and  they  have  
a  daugh te r ,  Mary  Jenn i fe r .  

Daugh te r  E l l en  i s  mar r i ed  to  
Theodore  Andry  who  comes  f rom 
YVoonsocke t .  They  have  two  ch i l 
d ren ,  Dav id  and  Cyndee .  


