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Super Scoop: Year 10 student's KYCC election success - see Page 5

Laleham Gap's Art Department is proud to announce that the
school has been awarded Artsmark Silver by the Arts Council,
England. Reports and Praise - by Someone

Celebrating other cultures

Silver Artsmark success

On Tuesday November 26th,
Year Nine visited the Science
Museum.

The "Wonderlab" is a place for a
unique interactive experience,
where exploration of many forces
are explored, from going down
slides, using a thermal imaging
camera, changing wave patterns,
touching a cloud, a Periodic table
bar where demonstrations use

liquid nitrogen and dry ice and so
much more!

The "Science Show", the last
activity of the day, included many
whizz-bangs of increasing sound
and explosive magnitude and all
the children were totally
engaged.

Overall everyone had a fun -filled
day.
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Turn to Page 12 for more pics.
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Year 11s meet local
MP

Laleham Gap student
wins poetry prize

Year 9 student
supports Air
Ambulance
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And lots more ...

Year 9 at the Science Museum

Artwork by Jack J.
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from a week’s work with professional
musicians from the charity, Jessie's Fund.
The children involved had so much fun and
the performances from individuals were
superb. December was filled with a range of
activity some of which are detailed later in this
paper.

I wish you all a merry Christmas and happy
New Year. I wish that you all remain safe and
I look forward to working with you next year.

With very best wishes.

Dear Parents and Carers

The vision is clear - Laleham Gap School
(Learn, Grow, Succeed) aspires to be the
best school that it can be, so that all pupils
have the tools to reach their full potential. We
are focused on meeting the needs and
interests of the individual child ensuring that
progress is made in all areas, both socially
and academically. This means we are
accepting of all pupils from where they are
and how they develop. Children are always at
the heart of our decision making.

This term has been packed full of excitement
and learning activities. I am delighted by all
the items filling this newspaper.

Highlights for me personally include, the
whole school embracing the opportunity to
have fun exploring the language and culture
of our Spanish-speaking friends and
neighbours in October. The music
performance which some of you shared with
us in November, was amazing. This resulted
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Headteacher's Letter Staff Spotlight

Interview by Kane T.

Kane: What is your role at Laleham Gap?

Cathy: I am a well-being caseworker.
Anyone can refer themselves to me - staff
members, pupils or parents and carers.

Kane: What sort of things do people come
to you about?

Cathy: Pupils can talk through anything
that worries them. We can discuss
possible solutions.

Kane: Do you tell other people about what
they say?

Cathy: It is confidential unless the pupil is
in danger or others are in danger, in which
case Mr Deslandes is informed.

Pupils usually talk to me when they are
feeling anxious or down; or if they have
trouble dealing with feelings of anger; they
may be worrying about exams; other
issues may involve feeling stressed or
feeling sadness. Sometimes pupils are
struggling with friendship or family
difficulties.

I'm here for staff, students and parents or
carers to talk to me about anything that
affects their well-being. That's my role.

Kane Thank you for talking to me today.

Mrs Cathy Shuter

11D visit the panto ... oh yes they did!

Les Milton

In Jack and the Beanstalk I liked the people
in costumes and the dancing. Also, I liked
the singing and my favourite person is Jack
because he is funny.

On Thursday 5th December, me and my
form group went to see Jack and The
Beanstalk at the Winter Gardens.
I sat next to Nic and William and we had a
great view.

I thought the show was good because Jack
was funny.

On 5/12/2019, 11LD went to the winter
gardens to see Jack and the beanstalk.

The story about a classic fairy-tale taken
too far and mixed with jokes pulled right
out of You've Been Framed (I love that
show).

One of the funniest parts for me was when
the cow fell to the floor shaking its legs and
I called out it was a milkshake.

By Dora E.

By Katie D.

By Nic T.
Who can spot
Miss Sanders?



Music-making at Laleham Gap

‘commitment to providing arts
and cultural provision that is
having tangible results for pupils
and staff. Pupils at Laleham Gap
School can access a consistent
range of arts and cultural
provision through partnerships
with local arts and cultural
organisations in and out of
school, through extra-curricular
activities, appropriate
qualification and through the
YAASS partnership’.

Silver Arts Award

entertain their fellow pupils at the
Christmas Fair, as do the year
11 Rock Band, 'Four Shoulders
and a Sleeve', who lately, with
the new addition of Harvey
Wilkes on the electric guitar, have
been practicing most days of the
week and are going from strength
to strength.

As part of Anti-Bullying week, I
was very proud of my secondary
singing group, who sang two
songs at the year 7 assembly -
'Stitches' by Shawn Mendes, and
'You've Got a Friend'. They sang
out loud and strong, to hearty
applause.

On top of all this, we are currently
very lucky to have two brilliant
musicians from Jessie's Fund
visiting primary to run a special
music project involving four
primary classes. Jessie's Fund is
a charity that brings music and
music therapy to Special Needs
schools. Some amazing and
inspiring work has come out of
the week, and there will be a
sharing at the end of it, where the
children will have the chance to
perform their group compositions

That's all for now, but watch this
space for more music antics in
2020!!.
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By Miss Howard.

The music department has been
busy as usual this term! In class
primary pupils have been getting
ready for their Christmas Carol
Concert, which is taking place on
the 12th December. They are
singing a whole range of
Christmas songs and playing
instruments too.

In secondary, year 7s have been
focusing on singing skills and
instrument playing. They are
currently learning 'The Lion
Sleeps Tonight', playing various
instruments and learning chords.
Year 8s have been learning
about the Blues. They are now
able to improvise using the Blues
scale, and they are writing
Christmas Blues songs. Year 9s
have been creating a dramatic
ensemble piece, and year 11s
have been composing Raps, and
writing their own songs.

Year 10s have launched into
their Btec course with gusto,
exploring their way through music
of the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s and
00s. They are looking at World
Music in the run up to Christmas.

Aside from all this, the primary
and secondary singing groups
continue to meet weekly, and are
getting ready for Christmas. The
primary singing group have their
debut performance at the
Christmas Carol Concert, and the
secondary singing group plan to

Two years ago we began our
journey to become an Artsmark
school and we are delighted to
announce that we have just been
awarded Artsmark Silver by Arts
Council England. Our overall aim
was to increase the arts and
cultural provision at Laleham Gap
and to broaden and extend the
range of opportunities that we
have available for our young
people. This was recognised by
the Arts Council assessor who
said, 'the school has fostered a Continued from Page 1.
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By Ms Bowen.

Come and Sing with Us!

Secondary choir: Tuesdays, 1.05 to 1.50pm;

Primary choir: Wednesdays, 12.45 to 1.15pm



Year 11 poet wins prize

Year 9s English reward trip

On Friday the 8th of November we went to
the cinema. I had been looking forward to the
trip since we were first told about it in
September, however time passed quickly and
it was not long until it was Friday morning. I
never considered seeing The Greatest
Showman before, but I was interested what
would I think about it? Would I enjoy it?

I arrived at school on Friday and soon we
were led into a hub, after only a few minutes
we were out the school and off to the cinema.
After around 10 minutes walking we arrived at
the cinema, but during that time I remember
discussing German U-Boats with Toby, who
was in my group.

We walked into the cinema and we sat down
in the corner, waiting as other people bought
their food. I didn’t buy any food at the cinema
as it is far more expensive. After I went into
the screening and waited the painstaking
time, what felt like hours, as the adverts and
trailers played. After the adverts finally ended,
the film started. The film, though perhaps not
my usual choice, was however quite
interesting, so I’m glad I watched it.

After a few hours the film ended and we
began leaving the cinema. A few people went
to the toilet, but soon we were all ready to go
back for lunch. We arrived back at school with
just a few minutes to spare for until it was
lunch.
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Image courtesy of: IMDb
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What could be the next trip? We are going to
the Science Museum in London in just 6
days! (26th November). This will be all day,
we won’t get back until around 7pm and will
certainly be a fun day out!

On Friday the Year Nines went on a reward
trip to the cinema at Westwood Cross to see
the Greatest Showman. The purpose of the
trip was to reward Year Nines for all their hard
work.

My experience of the cinema was good yet
painful. I’ll tell you what happened. So
during the movie I ate a bit too much [despite
being advised not to by teachers – Ed.], and
felt sick after the movie finished.

When we started walking back to school I got
a stitch in my side. It hurt so much I nearly
blacked out and I was crying. I couldn’t walk
too fast otherwise it would hurt even more. A
friend tried comforting me but I wasn’t upset
or worried it’s just that I was in so much pain I
nearly passed out.

When we got back a teacher took me to
medical because I was crying. I told him I may
have eaten a bit too much and I was going to
have some water to help me feel better. By
lunch I felt better and I was able to eat a bit.

Later that day I went on a tennis trip.

We went to the Vue cinema a few weeks ago
to see the greatest showman. We went
because it was a reward for working hard in
class. So in the morning our group started
strolling towards Vue chatting along the way.
When we got there I queued in a line to get
my popcorn after everyone stocked up on
sweets we headed in.

In the cinema I drunk my chocolate milkshake
and ate all my salted popcorn: what a treat. I
would like to go to London dungeons next.

By Landon M.

By Alex T.

By Oliver H.

Remembrance Assembly

Year 11 student Ellis H. has been awarded
a prize in the Canterbury Festival School
Poetry Competition.

To celebrate fifty years since The Moon
Landings, this year’s festival competition
was on the theme of Moon Voyage.

Ellis, our resident Haiku expert, was invited
to a ceremony and poetry reading on 4th
October at the Collyer Fergusson Building,
University of Kent, to receive his award of
Highly Commended and to celebrate his
work, which has now been published.

It is a great achievement to be recognised
out of the thousands of applicants and we
are all very proud of him.

By Miss Eastwood.

Students prepare to mark Armistice Day with
the Last Post and two minute silence in
assembly.



I went to the Vue Cinema in
Westwood Cross with my school
peers on a reward trip! The
English teachers were so
impressed with Year Nines work
(mine especially) that they
decided to take us to see The
Greatest Showman! … Yay.

We arrived at the cinema after a
long walk. We bought our
snacks and drinks then took our
seats. Me and my friend
Matthew were commenting about
our opinions on the film, for
example, we both couldn’t help
but notice the TERRIBLE CGI
effects!

By the time the movie was over
Landon was feeling a bit sick …
but that’s not important! We
headed back and I thought, “ I
hope we can see Joker next
time.”

Tales from The Vue continued
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Within our school we have a
school council. It consists of 2
people from each year excluding
year eleven which has four. These
students are elected by other
students in lessons such as L2L
and personal development. The
council’s purpose is to collect

The English department gave the
Year 9s rewarded opportunity to
go and see the movie “the
greatest showman” in The Vue
Cinema.

On Friday ten-to-nine the
teachers told me and the others
to go to my tutor room (106).
After me and the group were
registered I followed Mrs Phillips
and Mrs Eastwood into the car
and Mrs Phillips drove us to the
cinema.

The film was quite boring since
my nine year old sister made
watch the film so many times I
have lost count but it was great
to be at the cinema again.

It was lovely to be together as a
school outside on a trip together
and I would like to experience at
adventure Island in Southend.

By Owen W.
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By Jack P.

On Friday Year Nine went on a
reward trip. We waited in the
communication room while we
were put into groups and then
started walking to the cinema.

When we arrived we sat down
and talked for a bit then we went
into the big room to watch the
film.

Student Council elections

Your
Council;
Your Voice!

Check out the minutes of Student Council
meetings on our school website to find out the

latest news and action!

By Toby H.

By William C.

Image courtesy of: IMDb

On becoming a Kent Youth County Councillor

When I found out that I was the
only one from Laleham Gap
volunteering for the Kent Youth
County Council, I was surprised
because I thought that the other
people would be interested. But,
with help from Ms Schroepfer, I
went to some classes in Laleham
Gap and told students about the

KYCC, handed out leaflets and
gave them the chance to vote.
After some weeks, I found out
that I was elected as a member
of KYCC. I felt elated about it. I
promise to try to make good
things happen for my school and
others will happen. I will do my
best to be a great councillor.

By Joshua D.

Image courtesy of: kent.gov.uk

complaints and suggestions
from staff and children and
discuss how it could be
incorporated or fixed. We meet
once a month and the minutes
can be found on the school
website.

Year 11s quiz local MP

During a recent Year 11 History
visit to the Houses of Parliament,
(4th November) students were
given a guided tour of the House
of Commons and had the
chance to quiz South Thanet's
Conservative MP, Craig
Mackinley. Topics included
advanced capitalism, protest
movements and climate change.

By Ralph N.
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Year 11 Work Experience Student Spotlight

My Work Experience

Mr Sam Parkin, the School’s 14+ Lead explained “Our core offer at Laleham Gap school is all
about the individual child. The diversity of placements this year demonstrates that.” Alongside
congratulating the children Mr Parkin thanked the numerous staff who were engaged with
enabling the placements. “It was lovely to see the amazing success stories that came from
the placements.

Success stories included several pupils being invited back for further placements and / or job
offers. Others gained recommendations for their CVs. Pupils were almost universally praised
by employers and placements for their helpfulness and being the best pupil they have ever
had. One was told he was such a gifted welder the tutor would love to have him back and
would recommend him to any other employer his work was so good. One pupil was described
as “the most employable lad I’ve ever had.”Several pupils made massive leaps in their
independence, travelling on their own for the first time, etc. [Report courtesy of: Educational Life CiC]

During our Work Experience week, I
went to ‘Uplands Engineering’, a marine
and industrial engineering firm. It was an
exciting opportunity to get hands on
(literally) with the world of a workshop,
and a great privilege to work with
employed engineers. When I arrived on
the Monday, I was taken to the office,
and was briefed on safety precautions
and workplace etiquette. After getting my
overalls and boots on, I was given a tour
of the site, the fabrication area, the store
shed, and finally the engineering
workshop. My work experience had
started!

I learnt several skills on the first day (and
some new language as well). I started
with organising the workshop, and
moving new appliances. I learnt to
operate a pallet truck. On Tuesday, I
started with degreasing coils, and when I
had finished that, they put me to work on
the cylinder heads. They were big,
circular, hollow, and had come fresh off a
ship, needing to be cleaned. It was
messy work, and I had to sacrifice
several pairs of gloves.

Mr Parkin described in assembly visiting
me that day, and the picture of me doing
it was the one of me on my knees, facing
the camera.

By Oliver S.



Odd socks day: can you spot yours?
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Laleham Gap students and staff once again
wore odd socks to school to celebrate inclusion
and to show their support for people who are
bullied for being different. This is set to become
an annual feature of anti-bullying week with
more and more students taking part.
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Work Experience success, cont.

Celebrating difference
at Laleham Gap!

On Wednesday, I was given the chance to go
with other engineers to their new property, in
Sandwich. Whilst there, I helped to transport
machinery and workshop consumables. I did
much the same on Thursday, as there was a
lot to do! On Friday, I was allowed to be in a
company meeting, and listen as they talked
about paperwork and new safety checks and
procedures.

It was such a successful week that my
supervisors came to talk to my parents
picking me up, saying that they would like to
keep me working there as an apprentice!
After a meeting with Mr Parkin, I’m pleased
to say that I now get taken there every
Tuesday afternoon to work there for a few
hours!



My support for Air Ambulance
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Cake Sale raises cash for Children in Need

Thank you to
everyone who
contributed!

By Chase E.

Laleham Gap supports hygiene bank

Year 9 and Mrs Wakefield
decided to help the Air
Ambulance by raising money
to keep their services going.
Did you know it costs over
£11.4 million each year to
continue their life-saving work.
This sounds like a lot of
money, and it is, but each
penny truly makes a
difference.

I wrote a PowerPoint and
presented it to the whole
school to explain all about the
Surrey and Sussex Air
Ambulance and how as a
school we could help.

Our challenge is to collect as
many empty crisp packets as
we can. Mrs Wakefield asked
for volunteers to help her. I
offered my support and have
put decorated boxes in all of
the hubs, including primary
and the staff room. When the
crisps have been eaten the
empty bags get posted into the
boxes.

Once a week I go around the
school and collect all the
empty crisp packets. They get
put into boxes and each box
must weigh 8kg and then it is
sent off.

Image courtesy of: kentonline.co.uk

Image courtesy of: bbc.co.uk

The Hygiene Bank is an amazing
charity that is powered by people
and that supports local
communities by collecting and re-
distributing hygiene products to
people living in hygiene poverty.
Laleham Gap have taken part in
the #itsinthebag Christmas bag
collection and collected a
whopping amount of hygiene
products.

On Saturday 7th December 2019,
35 bags were delivered to Thanet
Food Link and will be given to
families in need, from our own
local communities.

By Miss Gallagher-Roche.

There was also over 20kg of
donations which will be used to
make care packages before
being distributed locally. Thank
you all for the support that you
have given!

See Page 9
for total cash

raised

Image courtesy of: aakss.org.uk

Image courtesy of: aakss.org.uk



Here we go again!
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Thank you to everyone that sponsored us
- we've raised a fantastic sum of: £850!

When we got to challenger troop
for the night we had to get on our
hats, gloves and fleeces. We
then had to polish our boots.
Then Sergeant gave us our
sleeping bag and our liners and
also our rations.
We then had to walk with all our
stuff in the dark and take it to
camp.

So then after that we made our
dinner which was curry or
something like that. We went on
a hunt that took about an hour
and a half to another quarry and
then back to our quarry.

But after that we went on another
hunt back at our quarry. Then
when we had found something we
had to report it back to Sergeant
Ross. Then we finally got to sit
around the campfire and melt
marshmallows. Then it was time
for bed.

The next morning we woke up,
had breakfast and then we played
laser tag and got MacDonalds for
lunch. Then we went to the park
and then back to school.

By Grace N.

First we put our hat and fleeces
on then we put our sleeping bags
in our bag. Then we went to the
bush craft area and then when it
was dark we set up our tents and
sleeping bags and put all of our
stuff in there.

Then we went to a different quarry
and was walking in the complete
dark in the forest. Then we heard
dog noises in the distance and
then me, Logan, James and
Oliver went down the cliff and the
others went the shortcut way.
When we got back we headed off
to find some stuff witch a lost pilot
had lost we found a potential
bomb. Then we headed off to
bed.

In the morning we all had
breakfast and then we played
laser tag. Sergeant Rose was the
best, bye the way.

Afterwards we headed off to
Macdonalds and I had a big mac
meal and 20 chicken nuggets.

Challenger Troop Camp

By Alfie H.

By Rosie F.

On Monday 25th November, we
went on a camping trip with
Challenger Troop, and 8 people
from my school. When we got
there, we put a hat, gloves and a
warm fleece on. After that
Sergeant Rose gave us all a
sleeping bag, white sheet, a black
fleecy blanket and some rations
for dinner and breakfast.

Once we got all of our stuff we
made our way to the camp site
When we finally got there we
done our beds, made our
sleeping bags and then we made

our dinner. I had tinned curry.
Before I knew it, it was morning
and I had survived the coldest
night of the year!

On behalf of Laleham Gap School Miss Aherne and Mrs.
McLaren have completed a 21 miles + walk from Canterbury
Cathedral to Margate via Reculver Country Park to raise
money for Children in Need – 2019.

By Mrs McLaren and Miss Aherne.
And they're off again ...
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Memorable moments at the Science Museum
By Year 9.

The Science Museum
Entry to the museum is free—donations

welcome.
A ticket is required for some of our events,
activities, galleries and special exhibitions.

OPENING TIMES
Open daily: 10.00–18.00 (last entry 17.15).
Galleries start to close 30 minutes before

the museum closes.
Closed: 24–26 December

I saw a machine that used acoustic levitation, it made water droplets in mid air.

The most interesting part of the museum was probably the Wonderlab, which is part of
the museum which contained a plethora of intriguing science-themed machines, these
included a perpetually spinning string, a spinning disk with a central pillar in which
you could hold onto and have other people spin you around, I did this once- once was
enough.

After I finally got off, I could barely stand. Ezra was so dizzy that he fell off the pillar
and many other people could only withstand a few seconds. They tried to convince me
to go on it again, but I refused to let peer-pressure convince me to withstand the
torturous device again.

Another item there was a machine that by touching it, it would draw electricity towards
you and even give some people the power to give minor electric shocks. There was
also a slide which had 3 different materials, wood, plastic and AstroTurf and by sliding
down it was apparent which was fastest. There was also a model of the solar system
which slower rotated, and if you sold on the disc, you could rotate with it.

On the way to London I tried to remember some of the elements from the periodic table
and wrote the names down in my book that Miss Aherne gave me from lost property
since nobody claimed it to be theirs; I remembered thirty five elements out of one
hundred and eighteen elements though when I was putting my book in my bag and
getting my hoodie from it my hoodie got caught on something in my bag and the pen I
was holding stabbed me in the eye.

By Alex T.

By Toby H.

By Owen W.

Researched by Ezra S.

By Stefan K.

Continued on Page 11.



Traditionally, Science Department takes year 9
students to one of London’s museums as a
reward. This year we went to the Science
museum.

It was a long journey by coach, we’ve arrived to
the museum at midday and walked a long way
to the picnic area for our lunch.
Not far from the picnic area there was a brand
new exhibition “Top Secret: From Ciphers to
Cyber Security”. It was journey of discovering
the remarkable world of codebreaking, ciphers
and secret communications - century’s worth of
communication intelligence through previously
unseen artefacts.

Some students had a go at opening the black
box, what proved to be practically impossible

Then some of us went to “Who am I?”
interactive gallery, discovering what makes us
unique.
We visited “Exploring SPACE”: looking at real
Moon rock, satellites and rockets gallery, went
through Energy Hall and Making the Modern
World Galleries: seeing some of the most iconic
objects that have transformed our lives over the
past 250 years.

Then it was time to enter the Wonderlab in the
Equinor gallery with over 50 mind-blowing
exhibits, shows and demonstrations spread
across seven different zones with loads of
opportunities to get hands on with real scientific
marvels. This included:
• experiencing how the forces we use every
day let us slide, move and spin;
• experimenting and exploring how LIGHT can
be reflected, bent or mixed;
• seeing lightning strike before our own eyes;
• travelling through space under a canopy of
stars;
• having fun with thermal images cameras
• attending the CHEMISTRY BAR with its very
exciting demonstrations, including liquid
nitrogen and dry ice experiments;
• touching “clouds” in the Matter zone;

And so much more!

The Science show “FLASH, BANG, WALLOP!”
was the grand finale of the day with real
explosions, tornadoes and plenty of fire
including big bangs! It was an unforgettable, fun
filled day.

Inside the Science Museum, continued
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News from Residential

During the course of this term, the residential
team have introduced after school activities
for a variety of year groups.

The year 11 girls group enjoyed a Visit to the
shell grotto in Margate. The all the girls
enjoyed this and found the experience
interesting. They all loved looking at the
thousands of shells and exploring the rooms
and corridors.

The year 11 girls group have also enjoyed a
spooky Halloween party tea and games. All
the girls’ dressed up in their fancy dress
costumes had a great time. The staff
decorated the residence for their arrival.

The year 9 group attended for the first time
after school and experienced a trip to Tides
swimming pool for a fun evening in the water
followed by a visit to McDonalds for their
dinner before returning to school.

Following the success of the year 10
swimming experience last term they are
looking forward to another trip to Tides next
week followed by a McDonald’s dinner.

The residential young people have just
completed independence week. This has
been a learning experience for them all. We
aimed to make this week as real as possible
so each young person was given a budget of
£45 to cater for his or her own needs from
Monday to Friday. Anything they required for
themselves was paid for out of their own
budget. They have been expected to get
themselves up and ready on time for school
totally by themselves, to buy and prepare
their own breakfasts, lunches, dinners and
snacks. We wanted to give the young
people the opportunity to think for
themselves and be independent. They could
choose to work individually or together, as if
they would in a house share. This has been
their decision and for them to work out,
either way they have learnt from the week
and had a great experience.

The residential young people continue to
enjoy a range of after school activities. This
term they have experienced cycling to
Westwood Cross independently and
particularly enjoyed visiting revolution Skate
Park, Bettshanger nature reserve and trips to
the cinema.

By Ms L. Mallet.

By Mrs McLaren.
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Celebrating Spanish and Hispanic Culture
The whole school embraced the opportunity to
have fun exploring the language and culture of
our Spanish-speaking friends and neighbours.

Mrs Kirke-Laird kick started the day with an
interactive Primary School assembly with fun
facts, dancing feet and painted faces! The
Kitchen gave every single pupil the opportunity
to decorate and enjoy their own ‘Dia de los
Muertos’ sugar skull biscuit as they explored
Mexican traditions as well as serving a fiesta of
food for lunch!

Food Technology in Secondary created a
show-stopping Spanish Market for everyone to
experience ordering in Spanish and tasting new
cuisine. Staff modelled learning new
vocabulary as part of our aim to develop
curious and respectful hosts and tourists.

Primary and Secondary staff adapted their
lessons to explore and celebrate Spanish and
Hispanic Food, Crafts, Sport, Art, History and
Scientists. The day created a strong sense of
community across the school and we hope our
Culture Days continue to encourage one
another to celebrate diversity.

By Mrs Schroepfer.



Fun for You!
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Coming next:

Toxic Wordsearch created by
Nathaniel B.



Fun for You!
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Cartoons by Eliana M-B. & Millie S.



By Adam C. & Callum S.

Ping Pong Perfection

Take a look at a few comments
from our enthusiastic players
about the Tournament:

“I love it!” – William
“It is fun!” – James
“My bestest game!” – Connor

All 32 players from years 7 to 11
were eager to play chess and
have demonstrated exceptional
sportsmanship, strong
performance, remarkable
resilience and respect for each
other.

Congratulations to all our
wonderful players and especially
to the winners!

Laleham Gap Chess Tournament, 2019

autumn/winter issue 2019

Our Third Chess Tournament
began in the second week of
Term 1, September 2019. Two
year 11 students Callum and
Adam have done a remarkable
job (once again!) organising the
tournament for the third year and
coaching a group of year 7
students who wanted to take part
but didn’t know how to play
chess.

The tournament has proved to be
a great success! We had so
many intellectual, remarkable,
challenging, mind twisting games,
some of which were very short,
but some continued over a few
weeks!
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SPORT at
Laleham Gap

Laleham Gap is great at offering
our pupils fun and active sports
and also great at offering a variety
of lunch time and after school
activities. We combine the two
with ping pong, supplied by me,
as a fully qualified English Table
Tennis Association Coach. The
clubs run every week throughout
the year and are very successful:

Primary Ping Pong takes place
every Thursday lunch time.
Winners of the weekly trophy this
term have included Ruby, Lola,
Chase, Ellis and Lacey. Each
week the pupils practise
coordination skills, play on full
sized tables, play fun games and
get coaching from me. The club
runs so well because it has
regular skilled support from
Primary staff Jo and Sarah.

By Mr Ursell.

Run on a Friday lunchtime,
Secondary Ping Pong often has
5 tables out and I am grateful for
the expert support from Kate
Sullivan (plus some other staff
who pop in to play against
pupils). As well as developing
their forehand and backhand
strokes the pupils play fun and
competitive games and
challenges. Certificate winners
this term include: Dylan, Chloe,
Findley, Hayden, Jake A,
Michaela and Adam G.

A happy staff make a better staff!
And ping pong helps staff morale
every Thursday after work.
Certificate winners this term
include Miss Hart, Mr Payne, Mrs
Kirke-Laird, Mrs Verrell, Mr
Lithman and Mrs Gray. For an
extra challenge sometimes staff
from St Anthony's school pop
over. Alongside fun games we
did play a competitive team
match. Readers will be pleased
to know in a tightly fought contest
(Mr Deslandes won the deciding
match) Laleham Gap School
ended victorious.

This term, students from 9AW have
been playing tennis as part of their
Personal Development programme.
The emphasis has been on learning
a new skill and how to deal with the
frustrations that may accompany
this.

The programme ran for six weeks
and at the end the tennis coach
explained how impressed he was
with each of the students taking
part.

Tennis News

1st place: Adam G.
2nd place: Robin M.

3rd place: Ezra S.
It was my idea to start the
Tournament back in 2018. I like
playing chess, I just thought that
the Tournament will add a nice
touch to Laleham Gap school life.
The Tournament was very good,
a lot of anticipation, but a bit slow
on some occasions, as finding
the time for a game was an issue
(we played all our games during
DEAR time only). I have played
chess for about 2.5 years and
taught myself using online
tutorials. I would highly
recommend www.chess.com.

My chess hero is the
grandmaster Magnus Carlsen,
who is the youngest current
world chess champion. I also like
Bobby Fisher who was the
eleventh world chess champion.
And you know what? You, guys,
can be the next champion too!
You can do it!

I have played chess for 7 years.
This game was introduced to me
by my primary school teacher
Mrs. Kirke-Laird, when I was in
year 5. I play chess at home,
often online, using the same
website as Callum. I think, that
our third chess Tournament was
very successful, I enjoyed it very
much. Our school doesn’t have
that many tournaments, so the
idea of chess tournament was
really great, enhancing the school
life. I like a lot of strategy games,
they help my brain to get working,
that is why chess is one of my
favourites.

We hope to see many of you in
our next chess Tournament.
Come and talk to us if you have
any questions about playing
chess or starting the new chess
club.We need new volunteers
willing to organise and run the
next Chess Tournament as both
of us are leaving Laleham Gap
at the end of this academic year.

By Mr Welsh.
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Enjoy the
Winter
Holiday!

Dates for Your Diary

Go to our
website to find
out more on

what's
happening at
Laleham Gap
next term!


