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Martyred Detroiter Should NEVER Be Forgotten

Viola Liuzzo

Many people have never heard of Viola Liuzzo.

She was a heroine who judged people by the

content of their character, not the color of their

skin. Unfortunately, over 50 years later the

issue of racial equality in the USA is still

unresolved. The families of Michael Brown,

Trayvon Martin, Sandra Bland, Philando

Castile, Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, the

Charleston Nine, and many others would agree

to that. The genesis of the Viola Liuzzo matter

occurred when Jimmie Lee Jackson was

murdered on February 18, 1965. Jackson was

beaten and shot by Alabama State Troopers

while partaking in a peaceful voting rights

march in Marion. Jackson was a member of

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

(SCLC) Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led the

SCLC and decided to lead a march from Selma

to Montgomery for voting rights to honor his

fallen comrade, and gain the voting rights that

had been denied for nearly 100 years.

Road to Detroit

Liuzzo was born Viola Gregg on April 25, 1925

in California, Pennsylvania. Her family moved

many times in her youth. She lived in Georgia

and Tennessee where it's highly probable she

saw Blacks being disrespected on a daily basis.

In 1942 Viola moved to Michigan when her

father got a job at the Willow Run Plant in

Ypsilanti. The next year, with the country at

war, Detroit residents went to war against each

other. To date, the 1943 Detroit Riot is the last

pure race riot in America. Back then, Detroit

was the most segregated city in America.

Seventy-six years later, Detroit is STILL the

most segregated city in the USA.

Marching On

By 1965, Viola was married to Anthony James

Liuzzo and had 5 children. The movement was

in the news everyday. Her best friend was a

Black woman named Sarah Evans. Liuzzo and

Evans spoke about the civil rights movement

frequently. It took three attempts to complete

the Selma to Montgomery March. The first

march took place on Sunday, March 7, 1965.

The Governor of Alabama, George Wallace,

banned the march. The ban was ignored.

Approximately 600 marchers began their

journey to Montgomery on U.S. Highway 80.

To clear the Alabama River they had to cross

the Edmund Pettus Bridge. On the other side of

the bridge Alabama State Troopers were

waiting with billy clubs and tear gas.

The peaceful marchers crossed the bridge but were

not allowed to advance. The Alabama troopers met

the marchers with fury. They beat and trampled

over men, women, young, and old. The march

abruptly stopped. Many of the marchers required

medical attention to tend to their cuts, welts, and

broken bones. This tragic day of infamy was

correctly labeled "Bloody Sunday." Many people

around the world saw saw the pictures and film

footage from that day. (See footage on our website)

(www.themonthlystandard.news) Viola Liuzzo saw

the footage and was appalled. She discussed the

carnage with Sarah Evans. Viola said: "I want to

help. I want to be a part of it." Evans replied:

"You might get killed going down there." In the

meantime, two days later, the marchers tried again.

Spurred by national outrage created by media

coverage of the first march, Dr. King invited

prominent people from every corner of the USA to

participate in another march on Tuesday, March 9.

The only issue was: Judge Frank M. Johnson filed a

restraining order prohibiting the march. Respecting

the order, Dr. King instructed the estimated 2,500

marchers to cross the bridge and turnaround. This

day was coined "Turnaround Tuesday." Up in

Detroit, Viola Liuzzo was preparing to go down to

Alabama to march for the civil rights of Blacks.

Murder

On March 21, 1965 Viola Liuzzo was among the

marchers that left Selma for the 54 mile walk to

Montgomery to campaign for the voting rights of

the Black population down South. On March 25,

1965 the marchers reached Montgomery. Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. called the March "a shining moment

in American history." The 3,000 marchers that

began in Selma swelled to over 25,000 marchers in

Montgomery. On the steps of the Alabama State

Capitol Dr. King gave gave his inspiring "How Long,

Not Long" speech. (View speech on our website).

After the speech Viola volunteered to drive a young

Black marcher, LeRoy Moten, back to Selma. While

driving on Highway 80, Liuzzo and Moten were

spotted by the Klu Klux Klan. The KKK car pulled

alongside of Liuzzo, and one of the four occupants

fired at Liuzzo striking her in the head. Viola was

killed instantly. Her car swerved off the road and

hit a fence. Moten, covered in Liuzzo's blood, saved

his life by playing dead as the KKK murders

surveyed the carnage they created. Liuzzo's funeral

was attended by many dignitaries including Dr.

King. Viola Liuzzo once told her best friend Sarah

Evans: "One day, they'll write about us. You'll see."

Bloody Sunday

Dr. King leading third Selma March

Viola Liuzzo: A Woman of Action
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VIOLA LIUZZO PARK
It's mid-winter, and I know some readers out there may think it's too soon to talk about fun at the park. It's never too early because time

seems to move so fast. Therefore, before you know it, spring & summer will be here. When the warm weather gets here pay a visit to Viola

Liuzzo Park. It's located at the intersection of Winthrop and Trojan on the west side of Detroit. The park offers a picnic area, benches, and

scenic beauty. The Detroit Water and Sewage Department has added bio retention gardens. The gardens are functional. In addition to

enhancing the appearance of the park, the gardens also help to reduce storm water runoff in the host neighborhood. Many beautiful plant

species were selected for the bio retention area. Including: Rising Sun Redbud, Obedient Plant, Fragrant Sumac, and several more.

Do you know the Story of Dr. Ossian Sweet?
In 1925, a shot rang out from the home of Black professional (Dr. Ossian Sweet) because he felt threatened by the White mob outside. The shot killed a man.
Sweet, and the occupants of his home were arrested for murder. The bigwigs of the NAACP got involved. James Weldon Johnson, Walter White, and W.E.B.
DuBois felt all men had the right to protect his home. They hired the #1 attorney in America at that time, Clarence Darrow. An all white Detroit jury acquitted
Sweet. Over 90 years later, the words of Darrow are still great. I do not believe in the law of hate....I believe in the law of love. I would like to see a time
when man loves his fellow man, and forgets his color or his creed. We will never be civilized until that time comes...The law has made him (Blacks)
equal-but man has not. The NAACP won! Yet, the historic Dr. Ossian Sweet case is omitted from the NAACP history page on their website because of an
unending GRUDGE. In 1930, Dr. Sweet ran for the presidency of the Detroit branch of the NAACP. The NAACP never forgave him. They felt Dr. Sweet was
an ingrate. After that, Dr. Sweet entered into a downward spiral. Deep in debt, in 1958, Sweet sold the house on Garland and lived in his office. By 1960, Dr.
Sweet was deeply depressed. Sick of being shunned, his glory days long gone, Dr. Sweet pointed a loaded gun to the side of his head and committed suicide.

Dr. Ossian Sweet 2905 Garland Clarence Darrow
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BUSINESS
Rosedale Vision Delivers your Optical needs with a Smile

Roby Davis-Owner

It's been a long road for Roby Davis. The owner of Rosedale Vision is not ashamed to say he spent 20 years in prison because he made the

most of the experience. While incarcerated, the Department of Corrections offered an Optical Theory class. He took the class and passed all

requirements. While still in prison, Davis worked for the Michigan State Industries Optical Program. For 18 months he made eye glasses.

Upon his release Davis performed many odd jobs. His fortune changed when he met the previous owner of Rosedale Vision. Davis inquired

and purchased the business in 2017. He never looked back. Rosedale Vision offers an array of goods and services including: No Line bifocals,

Progressive lenses, Transition lenses, Scratch Resistant, and of course, contact lenses. Rosedale Vision also repairs broken frames. If it's new

frames you seek, there's a vast selection such as: Ray Ban, Versace, Gucci, & more. Rosedale Vision also accepts Medicaid. The store is located

at 19550 Grand River. If you need an eye exam, call 313.533.4003 to set an appointment. Save 15% on ALL goods & services with this article.

SUPPORT OUR PARTNERS
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Visit our website!!! www.themonthlystandard.news TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT US!
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"I HAVE A DREAM..."
(Speech in its entirety)
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The Future is NOW for Young Entrepreneur
Jaylia Washington is a STAR on the Rise

Not many people 24 years old have

the organizing skill to put on a

production as large and diverse as

the Best in Downriver Community

Awards, but Jaylia does. The

inaugural event was held in January

at Roosevelt Hall on Jefferson in

River Rouge. It was a sterling affair,

and the venue was packed. The

award categories were vast. Best

Mayor, Best Teacher, Best Business,

Best High School Football Team, and

many more. People are already

looking forward to next years event.

Jaylia was delighted that her event was a success:

"The winners were so proud to be recognized! I

genuinely feel so happy inside to know that I have

created something that my community has never

seen!" Jaylia's most important endeavor is

mentoring girls and young women. To achieve that

end she created the Blossoming Ladies Mentor

Program. Their goal is to cultivate excellence

through mentorship by helping to build self

confidence, and elevating empowerment as young

ladies. Her next event is a pageant for girls 3-12

called "Princesses with a Purpose." You can help to

promote a great cause by buying a T-Shirt. The

proceeds help to fund her mentoring program.

Jaylia listens, offers hope, and real guidance. She is

truly a beacon for the generation of the future.

Buying a T-Shirt helps to fund mentoring program. Jaylia Washington Jaylia's contact information
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