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LOCAL

Your Guide to the Wayne County

Treasurer Tax Payback Program
If you’ve ever found yourself on the wrong side of a foreclosure in Wayne County, here’s good news for you! The Wayne County

Treasurer, Eric R. Sabree, has launched a Payback Program that could help you reclaim some cash. If your foreclosed property was

sold for more than you owed in back taxes, you’re entitled to receive the difference. This program is designed to return funds to

those who might have lost out during the taxing period.

So, how does it work? First, it's important to note that not just homeowners can make a claim—any interested party can apply.

This means mechanics lien holders and other valid claimants can also get involved. There’s a significant pool of claims to consider:

approximately 5,800 parcels are eligible. That’s a lot of potential money that can go back to folks who have contributed to the

community through property taxes.

If you believe you have a claim, the first step is to download the application from the Treasurer's website at

www.treasurer.waynecounty.com, it’s a user-friendly site, so you shouldn’t have any trouble navigating through it. Just fill out the

necessary details, and don’t forget to have your supporting documents ready to strengthen your case.

For those of you with claims from before December 22, 2020, you need to download the retroactive form. This ensures that your

claim is processed correctly and that you won’t miss out on any eligible funds.

This program is a limited-time opportunity, so don’t delay! Mark your calendar, as the claims process will officially end on March

31, 2025. Getting started sooner rather than later will help you avoid any last-minute rush and ensure that you received what you’re

entitled to.

The Payback Program, sponsored by the Wayne County Treasurer, is not just a lifeline for homeowners, but also a chance for

various claimants to receive funds they may not have anticipated. By taking a few simple steps—downloading the right forms and

submitting your claim—you could recover money that could make a true difference in your financial situation. Don’t miss out; visit

the Treasurer's website today to get the process rolling!
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SCRIPTURE -At this Peter began to speak, and he said: Now I truly understand that God is not partial, but
in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. Acts 10: 34,35

BEFORE and AFTER

GREAT NEWS!

The Monthly Standard is a NewsBreak contributor! That means you can read

our interesting articles EVERYDAY! If you have a nose for news, Call Us, 24

hours a day at 1-844-595-8859. Our staff would love to hear from YOU today!

You are looking at pictures of the Fyfe Building taken 105 years apart. The building is located 10 West Adams and is one of Detroit's first

skyscrapers. The 14 story tower was constructed between 1914 and 1919 in the Gothic Revival architectural style. The cars parked across the

street facing north in the 1920 photo look very close to the building. There's a reason for that. In 1920 Woodward had only two lanes. The street

was expanded (for the first time) in 1922. The street was widened again in 1935. Expansion reduced the eastern section of Grand Circus Park.

1920 2025
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COVER STORY

Black Sports Broadcasting In Detroit:

Bill Humphries holds a distinctive place in the annals of sports broadcasting.

He marked his territory as Detroit's first Black sportscaster on television

starting in 1970 at WGPR. Born as Wilburn Humphries III in 1929, his journey

opened doors for future generations and inspired many with his commitment

and passion for sports journalism.

Humphries anchored the program "Speaking of Sports," which quickly became

a local favorite. His ability to engage with the audience and captivate viewers

was unparalleled. Not only did he highlight the local teams, he also brought in

remarkable figures from the world of sports. Among his most notable

interviews was Olympic Gold Medalist Jesse Owens, whose story of triumph

against adversity in the 1936 games resonated deeply with Humphries. He also

interviewed current Fox Sports broadcaster Augustus "Gus" Johnson when he

was a youth. Humphries also interviewed the legendary boxer Muhammad Ali.

He also was the only reporter MLB Hall of Famer Reggie Jackson granted an

interview after he almost came to blows with his rambunctious manager, Billy

Martin, when they both wore the pinstripes of the New York Yankees.

Beyond his numerous interviews, Humphries was an active figure within the

broadcasting community. He served as President of the Detroit Broadcasters

Association, a role that highlighted his leadership skills. The Hall of Fame

announcer of the Detroit Tigers, Ernie Harwell, affectionately referred to him

as "Mr. President." Harwell's perpetual greeting was an example of the deep

respect Humphries enjoyed among his peers. Humphries brought an infectious

energy and an unwavering commitment to authenticity that made him

relatable to all. His enthusiasm was the same, whether he reported on youth

athletics or the grand stage of the Detroit Tigers.

Bill Humphries' contributions to Detroit's sports culture extended far beyond

the television screen. He was a bridge-builder, opening conversations on race

and representation within sports media. Reflecting upon Bill Humphries'

journey, one cannot help but appreciate the courageous steps he took during a

pivotal time in history. As a youth Bill was afflicted with polio. This left him

with a weakened right arm, but he never considered himself handicapped.

Wilburn "Bill" Humphries III was an achiever. He left an indelible mark on

broadcasting in Detroit and his trailblazing example paved the way for others

to follow.

Although Bill has been gone for 20 years he will never be forgotten. His legacy

continues to inspire. Young broadcasters and sports fans alike can look to his

life, and work, as a testament to the importance of perseverance and passion in

the landscape of sports journalism. His greatness will forever be remembered,

not just as a sportscaster, but as a pioneer. Bill Humphries is a legend.

Log on to www.themonthlystandard.news to see a video of Bill in action!

Bill Humphries Started It All

Bill Humphries interviews "The Greatest", Muhammad Ali

Humphries interviews Olympic hero Jesse Owens

Humphries is flanked by two of his six children. Eric (L) and David (R)
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FEATURE STORY
THIS FACT CANNOT BE IGNORED: AMERICAN

CULTURE STARTS IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY
Blacks in America set the trends and the styles in fashion and especially music. Historically, when black people create a new sound

white fanatics copy it. In the 1930's, Bing Crosby copied jazz legend Louis Armstrong (and others) to became the #1 recording star in

the world. Whites thought Bing invented the sound. They were wrong. Twenty-five years later another caucasian enamored with

black artists like Big Mama Thornton (and many others) hit the scene. His name was Elvis Presley. He became the #1 recording

artist in the world too. The music (they say) he pioneered, "Rock and Roll", was actually played by black groups in the 1940's.

Approximately 45 years after Elvis, another white artist hit the scene. This time he was a Detroiter. His name is Marshall Mathers,

and he listened to artists like Run-DMC, NWA, and Tupac. He got a contract and started rapping under the name of Eminem. Just

like his predecessors Bing Crosby, and Elvis Presley, Eminem became the #1 artist in the world. Did Bing, Elvis, and Eminem all say:

"We're gonna steal black culture and make it our own. No. They were fans. They genuinely loved the black artists and the music

they made. So much so, they copied it. You cannot fault them for having talent. Bing, Elvis, and Eminem have many black fans too.

Elvis wasn't the only white artist copying blacks in the 1950's. Pat Boone copied black artists such as; Little Richard, Fats Domino,

and Chuck Berry. In the '70's the Osmond Brothers copied the Jackson 5. Also in the 1970's, blacks were wearing french braids. In the

1980 movie "10" Bo Derek copied black culture and called them cornrolls. Other than having style, black people are cool! We lead the

way! Think about the cool sayings created in the black community. "Sock it to me" was super popular in the '60's. "Rapping" in the

early '70's was not a musical genre. It was just talking to a lady. "Keep on Truckin", "Gimme five", "I'm hip", "What's Up" and of course

Detroit's own "WHAT UP DOE!" keeps America on the cutting edge. ALL these original thoughts started in the black community.

Two musical artists owned the 1980's, and they both were black. Michael Jackson and Prince. Black comics were the epitome of cool

too. White fans had no choice but to follow the funny offerings of Flip Wilson, Richard Pryor, Eddie Murphy & the groundbreaking

1990's TV show "In Living Color." What about the clothes and hair styles? Back in the day, movies like "New Jack City" & Boomerang

set the trends. By the late '90's and early 2000's Detroit's own Aaliyah was setting trends. too. After her untimely death Beyonce

took over. After that Nicki Minaj commanded worldwide attention. Today, the #1 trendsetter on the planet is Megan Thee Stallion.

The inventive spirit of black people in the USA has been perpetual. After jazz was whitewashed, rock and roll was invented, and

expanded upon. Of course blacks were at the forefront of the expansion. What became known as acid rock was invented by blacks.

All of the top rock bands of the 1970's emulated the blues. The heroes of Led Zeppelin, Fleetwood Mac, and Black Sabbath were

Muddy Waters, Willie Dixon, and Robert Johnson. The first great acid rock guitarist was black: Jimi Hendrix. In the 1970's blacks

invented rap. The genre has grown many branches over the last four decades. Will rap continue to grow and evolve? The Monthly

Standard believes it will. Here's the reason: Whites haven't taken it over...Yet. If that ever occurs, a black person from Anywhere,

USA will create something new and groundbreaking. It's happened before and it will happen again. History ALWAYS repeats itself.

Louis Armstrong Robert Johnson Willie Dixon Muddy Waters Little Richard Fats Domino Chuck Berry Jimi Hendrix

Flip Wilson The Jackson 5 Richard Pryor Michael Jackson Prince Run-DMC NWA Tupac

Two scenes from New Jack City & one from Boomerang display STYLE! In Living Color Aaliyah Beyonce Nicki Minaj Megan Thee Stallion
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Coca-Cola had a lot to do with the growth of rap music in its early years. I know about this first hand. You gotta minute? I've got a story to tell.

During the first year of the New York City Fresh Festival Tour (1984), Swatch Watch was the sponsor. I don't know what they spent, but I'm sure

it wasn't what promoter Cedric "Ricky" Walker was after, but, we all got a lot of free colorful watches. Around the middle of the '84 tour, while I

was promoting the show, in at least 3 or cities in the midwest, I get a call from Ricky to fly down to Atlanta the next morning to drive a couple of

Coca-Cola executives to the shows in Macon and Savannah (Georgia). He wanted them to experience this new phenomenon and support it.

I didn't like the idea of leaving my cities to go down south to escort some executives because I had a lot of things going on. I'm in the middle of

trying to sell out shows, but Ricky felt I was the best person to help sell the package. He rented a Lincoln Town Car (as opposed to the little

rental cars I was used to). So I flew down to Atlanta that next morning. I had a good time bragging about what the Fresh Fest could do for Coke's

image and sales. They were talking about attaching the Sprite brand to the shows. While we're headed to our first stop in Macon, Ricky is busy

working with the production crew. During the show, the MC (Casual Cal) pumped up the crowd by having them shouting "Sprite" and throwing

cans of Sprite in the audience. At the same time, the laser company had programmed the lights to say Sprite in green and white letters and had it

dancing. The two executives were sold on the partnership the first night. We didn't really have to go to Savannah, but we did anyway.

Coca-Cola committed Sprite to sponsor the next tour (with a much bigger budget). That was the best news the hip-hop industry heard at the

time. It finally had corporate America behind it, which took it mainstream. It wasn't long after that, Coca-Cola signed rapper Kurtis Blow to an

endorsement deal to promote Sprite. In one classy TV commercial, they took off his hip-hop gear and put him in a white tuxedo with a black top

hat and cane. And the rest is history. Thanks Coca-Cola for seeing the vision. Ricky Walker went on to create the UniverSoul Circus, an exciting

traveling hip-hop circus that's been successful for many years. However, he barely gets credit for his contribution to the rap game.

THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSOUL

CIRCUS TOOK RAP MAINSTREAM?

DID YOU KNOW?

By David "Hump the Grinder" Humphries



The Monthly Standard Feb. / March 2025 9

LOS ANGELESLONDON

The Monthly Standard is an interactive
newspaper. Most of our articles have a
corresponding video attached to to give YOU
a better perspective. To view our video content
log on to www.themonthlystandard.news.

See Bill Humphries in action! MLK-I Have A Dream Speech-In color Movie of the Month-Firehouse

Wayne County Payback Program Black Music-1 Black Music-2

MOVIE OF THE MONTH

"Curse Of The Dragon"

If you love Bruce Lee you must see Curse of the Dragon. This documentary, from 1993, shows Bruce Lee film clips from his movies

and childhood films. Many do not know that Bruce Lee was a child actor. He comes from a showbiz family. His father was a comic.

Additionally, Curse of the Dragon shows clips from Lee's days as Kato in the Green Hornet. The film tells how Lee experienced racism

from directors and casting agents in Hollywood. The last straw came when David Carradine (a white actor) was cast as the lead actor

in the TV show Kung Fu. His friend James Coburn urged Lee to go to Hong Kong and make movies. Lee listened. The rest is history.

You would think a movie where a woman loses four husbands in death is sad. No. In this case the opposite is true. This movie is

funny. Very funny! This 1964 film is ahead of it's time. It details the life of Louisa May Foster. (Played by Shirley MacLaine). Louisa is

a simple girl who wants to live a simple life. Unfortunately, (for her) each man she marries goes from poverty to becoming extremely

rich. Once they obtain wealth, they die (hilarious deaths) and leave Louisa huge sums of money she does not want. Actually one of her

husbands was rich and divested to live the simple life. He died too. To watch go to www.themonthlystandard.news. CLICK THE LINK.,

"WHAT A WAY TO GO!"
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Eric R. Sabree
Wayne County Treasurer

If you need to make a payment it's easy to pay online by visiting
pta.waynecounty.com. Or, if you need to visit our Downtown Office you can
make an appointment by logging on to treasurer.waynecounty.com.
What if you need a payment plan? There are many payment plans available
to fit YOU! Contact the Wayne County Treasurer's Office to inquire about
one of the beneficial plans listed below.

1. STIPULATED PAYMENT AGREEMENT:
Puts you on a schedule to avoid foreclosure. (As long as you maintain your payments).

2. DISTRESSED OWNER OCCUPANT EXTENSION:
For those suffering financial hardship. (Must prove hardship, occupancy, and ownership).

3. PAY AS YOU STAY AGREEMENT:
Apply for Poverty Tax Exemption in your city. (If approved, county will reduce your payments).

4. INTEREST REDUCTION STIPULATED PAYMENT AGREEMENT:
If eligible, this plan reduces your interest rate from 18% to 6%.

400 MONROE, 5th Floor, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226, (313) 224-5990, 8 am to 4:30 pm

PLEASE GO TO:

TREASURER.WAYNECOUNTY.COM

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

ASK THE
TREASURER
Upcoming Dates: (Wednesday)

SEPTEMBER 18, 2024
OCTOBER 16, 2024

Join Meeting Via ZOOM- 6 PM
Meeting ID-812 1577 4048
PASSCODE-415440

No Computer? Participate By Calling
301-715-8592

Upcoming Date: (Wednesday)
FEBRUARY 19, 2025

Join Meeting Via ZOOM- 6 PM
Meeting ID-812 1577 4048

PASSCODE -415440
No Computer? Participate By Calling

301-715-8592


