
A Neighbors
Perspective
Downtown
Miami

Cultural Compass
Bestselling author Ken
Follett in conversation about
his thrilling new novel, a
prequel to The Pillars of the
Earth.

Talk of Downtown
Is this the right time to start
a business? Three ladies say
yes, and launch M3 Fashion
Collective.

Downtown NEWS
Issue 2 Volume 3. Fall 2020 I Facebook.com/DowntowNews Twitter.com/DtownNews I Stay connected: Downtown-News.com

LOST BOY, new to Flagle St., is sophisticated, spacious, smart, and craft beer and

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Editorials..........................................Pg. 2
Letters...............................................Pg. 2
Commentary.....................................Pg. 3
Food & Drink...................................Pg. 4
Cultural Compass.............................Pg.5
Neighborhood...................................Pg. 6
Spotlight...........................................Pg. 6
Talk of Downtown...........................Pg. 7
Cultural Compass.............................Pg. 8

Cover Story I Raul Guerrero

Crimes & Misdemeanors
Urban Planning I Aaron DeMayo

Reimagining
Biscayne Blvd.

Central Baptist Church, 1926..

In Brief I Downtown News Staff

News, Deadlines &
Curiosities

Amal Solh Kabbani is the
President of the Downtown
Neighbors Alliance.

Schools Open
Downtown News asked Joy Prevor, a parent
and DNA's Education Chair to comment on
a messy opening. Ms. Prevor replied: "It has
been a disaster! They had all summer to
prepare, test the technology and train the
teachers. Instead, Carvalho was out
promoting and self-congratulating
himself… It's shameful! Not only are the
students (and their parents!) suffering, but
these poor teachers are scrambling to do the
best they can."

Masks & Eviction
The Real Deal reported that the Downtown
Marquis Miami Condominium Association
filed a lawsuit against unit owner Optibase
Real Estate Miami and its tenant, Jalal
Abuimweis, for not wearing a mask in
common areas. Behavior that endangered
other residents, including those
immunocompromised. And violated a local
health ordinance. Not the first tenant of
Optibase Real Estate Miami to face
eviction. A previous one was accused of
bringing a naked woman through the
common areas, and allegedly harassing the
property manager.

Downtown Mobility Network
There are 2.51 miles of protected bike lanes,
called the "Downtown Mobility Network"
designed and ready to be built in the heavily
populated Downtown Core, connecting
Government Center, Brightline Station,
Miami-Dade College, and several
Metromover Stations, among other
destinations.
Mobility Lanes support a more resilient

and equitable community, with fewer
emissions, less noise, less traffic, more
density, more development, more access to
jobs, reduced housing costs, reduced
business costs, and a healthier lifestyle.

Police officers, like reporters, need to hit the streets, an
increasingly archaic practice. Modern policing relies on the
comfortable and technically superior patrol car, which comes

equipped with computers, internet, face recognition
technology, etc. Still, many consider that the best deterrent
for crime is the presence of a police officer doing the rounds.

As an added bonus, officers become members of the
communities.

Police Commander Antonio Regeira met with Downtown News and a handful of
concerned neighbors for a conversation about the increasing homeless population
along NE 2nd Avenue. Specifically, the conversation turned into the criminal
element within the homeless and the threat posed to pets, children, and the
community in general. In these times of COVID-19, the spread of disease was a
priority. "The moment you step out of your building, they are in your face," said
Edgar Castro, a computer specialist and web designer, resident of the Congress
Building. "You feel intimidated and forced to give them money. These are people
I have never seen before, probably shipped from elsewhere or released from jail.
They are intoxicated, drugged or insane."
Silvio Lima, resident of the Viscayne Tower and photographer, has

documented for months the seizing of a bus stop for illegal activity, namely
drinking in public, drug use, and lewd behavior, misdemeanors. Commander
Regueira points out the effect Pottinger has had on law enforcement. "Some
residents may not be aware of what a police officer can and cannot do in relation
to the homeless population and may think we are not doing our jobs." It does
seem counter-intuitive that a homeless person commits infractions for which
regular law-abiding citizens would be penalized.
Mr. Lima points to the spot vagrants use as a bathroom right next to a shop

and a bus stop: "They drink all day and relieve themselves with impunity." The
improvised bathroom faces two residential towers. Families with children live in
those towers. Restaurants, half a dozen shops, a hair studio, and a computer store
are steps away. "Why aren't they arrested? What they do is illegal."
Commander Regueira explains that police officers have to make sure if the

homeless individual was engaged in activities like urinating and defecating,
which are deemed Life Sustaining acts, that there was no public bathroom
available within a 1/4 mile. And the person has to be offered the option of a
shelter. If he or she refuses, then the officers can proceed to make an
arrest. Continues pg. 7.

"First responders to
address homelessness
should not be police
officers," observes a
resident, "but instead
requires trained social
workers." Top photos,
Silvio Lima. Below,
Edgar Castro, Silvio
Lima, Julian Payan, and
Officer Galvez.

Imagine a Biscayne Boulevard that can
move people and vehicles more safely and
efficiently. Imagine a boulevard that allows
for cafes lining the street to host outdoor
seating, add more shade trees making it
more comfortable to walk to our world-class
museums and local shops. By reorganizing
how vehicles enter and cross the Boulevard,
a proposal by local planning and design
firm Future Vision Studios will allow traffic
and people to move more safely and
efficiently.
In 2018, average daily car counts along

the Boulevard were 34,000 to 35,000
vehicles in each direction. The percentage
of pedestrian fatalities in Miami-Dade
County more than doubles the US average.
Regardless of posted speed limits, how a
road is designed leads to the speed with
which drivers feel comfortable. On a
boulevard with wide lanes and long view
corridors, speeding occurs regularly.
Congestion and collisions occur frequently.
FDOT added Yellow Flashing Beacons at
mid-block pedestrian crossings. The
Beacons are knocked down often.

Dense Neighborhoods
Edgewater and the downtown proper are
already two of the densest neighborhoods,
and based on existing zoning, will only
become denser. Biscayne Boulevard needs
to act both as an essential north-to-south
corridor and a main street for the
neighborhoods. To accomplish these goals,
Miami-Dade County has developed the
Great Streets Vision. The underlying
philosophy is that a roadway should take on
different characteristics based on the
adjacent land use.

In evaluating Biscayne Boulevard, Future
Vision Studios identified some of the causes
for congestion and dangerous driving,
including inefficient signalized intersections
due to a lack of left-turning lanes — causing
a small number of vehicles to make it
through a light cycle. As a result, drivers
use mid-block intersections with stop signs
and forcefully pull out into traffic with all
sorts of dangerous and illegal maneuvers.
This creates hazardous situations for
everyone on the street, including those
following the rules. Continues pg. 7.
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Downtown News assembled a remarkable team to put together the Fall 2020 Issue.
Let’s start with our feature story, "Crimes and Misdemeanors", we take a deep look at
the increasing number of vagrants within the homeless population. The story includes
an honest conversation with Police Commander Antonio Regueira. (Neighbors and
Police chose to meet out in the streets over a conference room or Zoom to see what
we were talking about.)
Designer and urban planner Aaron DeMayo in one incisive article asks us to

reimagine Biscayne Boulevard moving people and vehicles more safely and
efficiently, and to imagine the iconic boulevard lined with cafes. And we explore the
business end of the fashion industry with retail expert and Professor Matilda
Kalaveshi. Fashion, after all, along with tourism and real estate, can be the backbone
of our economic recovery.
Introducing the article Fish in the Bay May Be the Latest Victims in an Untold

South Florida’s Story by Jorge Sanchez, Amal Solh Kabbani writes: “We hope for a
stop to excessive residential and commercial construction and poor zoning decisions,
so that our leaders don’t go running around with a box of Band-Aids to cure the
serious disease that their own myopia caused. Otherwise, no amount of online
posturing will come close to a real cure. I urge you to read an interesting take on the
issue.” In the article Public Land for Affordable Housing, Aurea Veras outlines
Commissioner Eileen Higgins' initiative to solve the pressing problem of housing
scarcity.
This being a political year, Samuel Joseph delves into local politics in his opinion

piece on the upcoming debates for Miami-Dade County mayor, Miami-Dade
Commissioners, and representatives to the US Congress, which DNA President Amal
Solh Kabbani will moderate.

Cultural Compass
The Knight Foundation commissioned the Urban Institute to conduct the study
“Community Ties: Understanding what attaches people to the place where they live.”
The Urban Institute surveyed 11,000 metro area residents in the U.S., including
Miami. Access to the arts and cultural spaces stand out among urban amenities that
boost residents’ feelings of satisfaction and connection to their community. This is
especially true for Miami. 58% of residents say that arts and cultural activities are
very important to them, significantly above the national average of 44%.
Accordingly, one popular feature of Downtown News since its inception has been

Cultural Compass. In this issue we review art, books, science and documentaries, the
offerings from our world-class cultural institutions, the Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts, Books & Books, the Frost Science Museum, and the Perez Art
Museum Miami (PAMM).
Enjoy it!

.

The Downtown Neighbors Alliance (DNA) has been advocating and improving the quality of life of downtown
residents since 2013. We represent more than 30 thousand residents. We are the only organization exclusively

focused on Downtown residents. We help residents with noise violations, homelessness, pedestrian safety, zoning,
and policing. And advocate for schools, and the preservation of our parks.

The DNA Member Towers
10 Museum Park. 50 Biscayne. 900 Biscayne. Centro. The Epic. Flagler First. Marina Blue. The Loft II, Downtown.
The Marquis. Met 1. One Miami. Paramount Miami Worldcenter. The River Front Master Association. The Vizcayne.

Relief for Nonprofits
'Id like to inform your readers about this
program. The Miami-Dade Nonprofit
Support Grants Program has officially
launched! Since the beginning of the
pandemic, I’ve received requests from
nonprofit organizations looking for relief
from the impacts they have endured due to
the COVID-19 crisis.
We all know how important nonprofits

are in supporting and enriching our
community in good times and especially
now in times of need. District 5, which
includes some of the most vulnerable
residents of Miami-Dade County, could
not help our residents without the
thoughtful work and caring compassion
provided by so many community-based
organizations.
Well, now it’s time for the helpers to

get some help!
Miami-Dade County, in partnership

with The Miami Foundation, is offering
one-time grants to organizations impacted
by COVID-19 through the Miami-Dade
Nonprofit Support Grants Program.
Funded by the CARES Act, this $10

million fund must be used to cover
employee payroll, business interruption
costs, reopening, and other expenses
related to COVID-19.
Nonprofits with 25 or fewer employees

who can demonstrate financial loss due to
COVID-19 are eligible to apply. Grants
will be awarded in amounts up to $47,500
based on gross revenue. The deadline to
apply is September 30 at 11:59 pm. Apply
here:
Nancy Jackson
Office of Miami-Dade Commissione,
Eileen Higgins

Census Reminder
Spread the word about completing the
2020 Census so that Miami can secure
federal funding to better schools, hospitals,
roadways, parks, and more.
The importance of being counted can’t

be overstated. Census data is used to
determine the allocation of $1.5 trillion in
federal funds to states, cities and
communities, including Downtown Miami.
Census data also determines the number of
seats each state has in the House of
Representatives and votes in electoral
colleges.
Stand up and be counted by visiting

www.2020census.gov today. Time is
running out: September 30. Let’s do our
part, Miami!
Amal Solh Kabbani
DNA President
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Commissioner Ken Russell. Photo, CRA.

Need an advertisement
campaign translated
to Spanish, or present your physics dissertation in
English? A book translated for Latin American
markets? Maybe subtitle public health broadcasts
or a movie? Welcome to DASS.

Content Development
Turn ideas into great articles that capture your
product's essence and grab your customers'
attention. We've handled a single marketing
campaign and entire publications. Our team
includes seasoned journalists, creative writers, and
professors.

Clients

The western urban development boundary needs to be preserved and ongoing
modernization of our sanitary sewer lines is needed to support the higher population
density. Landscaping companies need to curtail the use of toxic pesticides/weed
control chemicals, excessive fertilizers and stop industrial dumping into the canal
system, not just during warm summer months. The waste water runoff from old
landfills, like the NMB Munisport Landfill next to the the Bay needs to be closely
monitored (especially now that they built condos on top of it). Sewage spills that
regularly contaminate beaches with flesh eating bacteria needs to be stopped. The
sins of 150 years cannot be solved with just adding a few pumps to oxygenate the
Bay (the fountains will look fantastic at night once they are illuminated).
A few pumps will give politicians a cheap & quick environmental deliverable in

time for the 24-hour news cycle until our attention is drawn in another direction. In
time, the seasonal winds will shift again and the dead fish & sea grasses will float
off in another direction again freeing South Florida to continue doing more of the
same.

Jorge Sanchez lives and works in Downtown’s Central Business District.

Downtown and Brickell high-rise buildings are new additions to the South Florida
development history. These properties don’t contribute much to the “fertilizer” problem
since they don’t have large grass areas or fruit trees. The main source of chemicals &
fertilizers entering the Biscayne Bay in “modern times” is probably from canals with
runoff from homes & businesses in the Grove, Gables, South Miami, NMB, Hialeah,
Medley, Homestead and Miami Beach waterfront. The continued growth in western Dade
and Broward has also brought more suburban yards that drain into the Bay through the
extensive network of South Florida canals. However, the problem with the Bay is
probably much more complicated than “too much fertilizer”.
The sewer system on Pinetree Drive regularly overflows around 47 Street and around

various sewage lift stations on Miami Beach. The sewage lines have not been
substantially upgraded despite huge redevelopment along the beach, replacing old 2 story
motels with skyscrapers — from Sunny Isle down to South Point. The sewage lines run
south to the treatment plant at Virginia Key, but sewage spills regularly occur along the
way. How many of these new condos and homes near the Bay now also have “pet
children” or “emotional support” animals that regularly “go” on the street with the sewage
ending up in the Bay? We didn’t have Pottinger 30 years ago with +1000 homeless
regularly going to the bathroom outside.
The salinity in the Bay has also been affected since rainwater is now diverted into the

storm drainage system instead of allowing the natural rainwater run-off to enter the bay.
Not refreshing the Bay water with the normal rainwater run-off due to environmental
protection measures has brought unintended consequences. Water from Turkey Point
cooling ponds also contributes to water heat and higher salinity in the Bay.

A Little History
When South Florida was mostly agricultural land in the early 1900s with orange groves,
tomato farms, avocado and mango groves, etc. farmers used fertilizers & pesticides over
vast areas. At the same time, people used the Miami River as an open sewer before
treatment plants were installed. Later, people used septic tanks in backyards before
sanitary sewage lines were installed.
Dumping into the Bay is nothing new and has been occurring for over 120 years. The

big difference is that we now have a lot more people in South Florida and development
has pushed further west into wetlands. As people moved west and installed ground water
pumps the salinity in the subsoil water increased over the years. Water consumption
increases every year due to population increase. People were able to get ground water for
irrigation as far east as 7th Ave., but now saltwater intrusion penetrates the sub-soil
aquafer as far as the Miami airport. The Miami River salinity has also gradually increased
over the years and can no longer be used for irrigation east of 37th Ave.
Thirty years ago in the western part of the City of Miami, east of the Palmetto Express

way, I used to see all sorts of occasional animals and bugs that no longer exist in that area.
You no longer see any frogs, crickets, light bugs, miniature grasshoppers, love bugs,
swarms of miniature fish in canals or an occasional crabs crossing the road. Not even in
the winter do you see fish jumping out of the water in the Bay to catch bugs. Fish kills are
just one in a long line of animals wiped out by increasing urban density.

Miami is in desperate need of change and reinvigoration. Too often in elections
past urban core residents and stakeholders have had to settle for choosing among
the same characters and familiar names on the ballot due to a lack of qualified
and/or interested candidates.
With the onset of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve learned that

disinterested, unsympathetic, and non-transparent government and/or public
servants are a danger to the community’s health and well-being. These factors have
all combined to make the 2020 election season perhaps the most consequential
election in generations. “Change” must come to Miami and the rest of the world
because our lives literally depend on it!
To assist our urban core voters in making informed decisions about the

upcoming elections, the Urban Core Community Coalition (UCCC) and BHA, in
partnership with our urban core friends and stakeholders cordially invite your
participation at this special community gathering.
Join DNA president and guest moderator Amal Sohl Kabbani on October 15th

and 22nd for important discussions with candidates seeking to serve our
community by addressing the quality of life issues facing the residents, merchants,
visitors, and other stakeholders in Miami’s urban core.

2020 Races and Candidates to be Highlighted
Runoff Elections Edition — October 15th at 6 p.m.
Mayor, Miami-Dade County
Daniella Levine Cava
Esteban L. (Steve) Bovo Jr.
Miami-Dade County Commissioner District 5
Eileen Higgins
Renier Diaz de la Portilla
Miami-Dade County Commissioner District 7
Cindy L. Lerner
Raquel A. Regalado
Miami-Dade County Public Schools — Board Representative, District 3
Lucia Baez-Geller
Russ Rywell

Access will be provided on a first come, first served basis. Registration in advance
is mandatory for access to this private meeting. Click here to reserve your spot and
submit your question for the candidates today. Upon registration you will receive a
confirmation email containing more information about joining the video conference
meeting. For more information about the meeting and/or the registration process
please contact Sam Joseph at sjoseph@brickellhomeowners.com.

Samuel Joseph, CEO, Urban Core Community Coalition, Inc.

Fish in the Bay May Be the Latest
Victims in an Untold South Florida’s

2020 Urban Core Candidates Forums
Giving Miami’s Urban Core a Voice

Journalism is printing what someone else does not want
printed: everything else is public relations. George Orwell.
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RAKIJA GRILL
www.rakijagrillmiami.com

139 NE 3RD Ave, MIAMI, FL 33132

CVI.CHE 105
www.ceviche105.com

105 NE 3rd Ave, Miami, FL 33132

NIU Kitchen
niukitchen.com

104 NE 2nd Ave, Miami, FL 33132

As a downtown neighbor and born in Barcelona my favorite restaurant could not
be other than NIU... You feel at home. Chef Deme Loma can transport you to
Barcelona, the smell, the flavors, It's unique! My best dishes: The anchovy Coca
(delicate fusion of tomato, crispy bread and Mediterranean anchovies. and El

arroz, which according to the season can be with mushrooms, prawns, calamari,
meat… Is my second home! Pilar Lecha. (Temporarily offering a combined
concept, the flavors of NIU and the charbroiled touch of Arson-bigger space.)

Sparky's Roadside Barbecue
sparkysroadsidebarbecue.com
204 NE 1st St, Miami, FL 33132

Soya & Pomodoro
www.soyaepomodoro.com

120 NE 1st St, Miami, FL 33132

The old Soya & Pomodoro motto remains fresh as the chef's choice for the daily
ingredients: simple food made with love. Once you enter the place, can't help but
wonder how you detoured from Ne 1st Street, the downtown Central Business

District, to an Italian neighborhood with clothes hanging above to dry and all? One
of my favorite places. Aurea Veras.

Pez Miami
Bing Local

20 W Flagler St, Miami, FL 33130

My companion had the soup vuleve a la vida, "return to life." He had slept poorly
the night before and felt tired, but after drinking the amber broth in which swam
mariscos, "seafood," of various kinds, his countenance brightened and he, indeed,
volvio a la vida. I tasted the broth. It was sublime. Good Mexican food. Islara

Souto.

Over Under
www.facebook.com

151 E Flagler St., Miami, FL 33131

Fratelli Milano
ristorantefratellimilano.com

213 SE 1st St, Miami, FL 33131

The food was delicious! Thanks for the recommendation. Fred Contreras.

Outdoor Dining
Downtown Eclectic Cuisine Offering. By Aurea Veras

and Islara Souto.

Downtown residents have been impatiently waiting to emerge from the
seclusion COVID-19 has imposed. It is time to reconnect with family,
friends, colleagues. Time to reenter social life; of course, observing the

necessary precautions.
Restaurants are re-opening with extended outdoor dining, and an extra

hour, as curfew has been extended to 11 pm. This sampling goes north to
south and west to east along Biscayne Boulevard, Third Avenue, Second
Avenue, NE First Street, Flagler Street, SE First Street. Downtown Miami is
about diversity, and this restaurant sampling includes Peruvian, Balkan,
Brazilian, Japanese, Cuban, Catalan, Italian… For each place we provide a
website. Please do check them out. We visited each to make sure they are
operating, and offer outdoor dining. For some we included a comment, a

quote, an excerpt from previous coverage, a photo. Buen apetito!

Sagrado Cafe
www.sagrado.cafe

900 Biscayne Blvd, Downtown Miami, FL 33132

Sagrado Café is my favorite restaurant in Downtown Miami. The name means
sacred in Portuguese and that is how you will feel there! Besides a variety of
coffees and options for breakfast and brunch, they offer delicious Brazilian
delicatessens like "pão de queijo" (cheese bread), "coxinha" (almost like an
empanada, filled with chicken and Brazilian cream cheese "requeijão"),

"brigadeiro" (chocolate sweet), açaí and even options for lunch like "feijoada"
(black beans stew with pork). The service is always excellent with a friendly and
inviting ambiance. I like to sit at the outside space, enjoying a fresh coffee with

friends and my dog. Vanessa Rucky.

SUSHI SAKE
www.sushisakemiami.com

900 Biscayne Blvd, Downtown Miami, FL 33132

Novikov Miami
www.novikovmiami.com

300 S Biscayne Blvd, Miami, FL 33131

Zuma
zumarestaurant.com

270 Biscayne Blvd Way, Miami, FL 33131

Great Food, elegant. Expensive. Aurea Veras.
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We focus exclusively on the Greater
Downtown. We listen to residents. Our
citizen-journalists are leaders in their
respective fields, and driven by nothing
but the neighborhood, the community,
by the belief that civilizations start and

end down the street.

Readers Said
"I learn so much about Downtown
Miami. I love the Cultural Calendar."

"Downtown News gives you a sense of
neighborhood."

"The publication is smart, informative,
but unpretentious."

In Print and Online
We reach most downtown apartments
in the downtown proper, and thousands

more on-line.

Subscribe. It's free.

@ downtown -news.com

Science
Visitor favorites include opportunities to explore a
mysterious cave inhabited by animals without eyes,
discover a larger-than-life model of a Hercules
beetle, smell the pungent odor of a carrion flower,
and test out the “super powers” of select species
from the exhibition in a kinetic digital game.
Showcasing the ways different organisms — plant
and animal, aquatic and terrestrial, vertebrate and
invertebrate — have become tailored to conditions
on this planet, Nature’s Superheroes will include
such features as:
Creative courtship and reproduction strategies:

every living organism can bring new life into the
world, but some go to extraordinary lengths to
procreate.
Remarkable adaptations for breathing: many life

forms on Earth thrive at high altitudes, where oxygen
is scarce, and some have ways of accessing or
storing oxygen in other types of extreme conditions.
Efficient ways of moving around: evolution has

been shaping locomotion for millions of years
— with fascinating results that match or even surpass
human technologies.
Super sensing abilities: a section devoted to life

inside caves showcases a variety of species, from
leeches that appear to have legs (Erpobdella
mestrovi) to birds that echolocate like bats to find
their way in the dark (Aerodramus fuciphagus), that
have adapted to low-light environments in similar
ways.
Extreme hunting and eating: organisms have

many ways of securing a meal, whether it’s through
expert hunting, making the most of a scarce snack, or
finding a way to mooch off another’s efforts.
Extraordinary endurance: even in the harshest

environments on Earth, life finds a way to thrive. A
diorama of a hydrothermal vent deep in the ocean
features tube worms (Riftia pachyptila), which
survive in superheated seawater with high
concentrations of acids, metals, and sulfur.
Dramatic defense systems: predators can’t hunt

what they can’t find, and some species have found
ways to hide in the open. A model of a tree-hopper
highlights this insect’s odd protective gear: a
structure on its backs that disguises this harmless
critter as a vicious ant.
Death-defying feats: some species can seemingly

defy death. Shown as 10-foot models, microscopic
animals called tardigrades can survive dehydration,
extreme temperatures, and even the radiation and
vacuum of space.
Interactive section to test a variety of ‘super

powers’: visitors will get to meet and interact with
some of the incredible creatures that they have
encountered throughout the show. Through
exploration of several virtual environments and the
use of guided gestures using whole-body, motion-
sensing Microsoft Kinect technology, visitors will
cause creatures to behave in ways consistent with
some of their amazing abilities.
Nature’s Superheroes: Life at the Limits will be on

view from Saturday, October 10, 2020 through
Sunday, April 11, 2021 inside the Hsiao Family
Special Exhibition Gallery on the first floor of the
museum. Admission to Nature’s Superheroes: Life at
the Limits is included with all museum admission
tickets. Additional information on the exhibition can
be found at frostscience.org/superheroes.

Virtual Salon (DASS)

(From Pg. 8) October 6, 2020. 7 pm. Via Zoom. Space
is limited. Register @ DassMiami.com

Documentary & Panel

Directed by acclaimed filmmaker Dawn Porter, it
chronicles the life and career of the legendary civil
rights activist and Democratic Representative from
Georgia, and celebrates his 60-plus years of social
activism and legislative action on civil rights, voting
rights, gun control, health-care reform, and
immigration. Featuring both rare archival footage
and exclusive interviews with the late Congressman,
Porter explores his childhood experiences, his
inspiring family and his fateful meeting with Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1957. In addition to her
interviews with Lewis and his family, Porter’s
primarily cinéma verité film also includes interviews
with political leaders, Congressional colleagues, and
other people who figured prominently in his life.

Panel
Immediately following the feature, there will be a
pre-recorded discussion between Representative
Lewis and Oprah Winfrey. This is a wide-ranging,
informal, 16-minute conversation, a perfect follow-
up to the documentary. All ticket-buyers are
welcome to stream an amazing free panel discussion
hosted by the Freedom Rides Museum and featuring
Freedom Riders Dr. Bernard Lafayette and Dr. Rip
Patton in conversation with director Dawn Porter.
Panelists include director Dawn Porter, Ras J.

Baraka, Mayor of Newark, NJ, Khalil Gibran
Muhammad, Professor of History, Race and Public
Policy at Harvard Kennedy School and Director of
the Institutional Antiracism and Accountability
Project, and Lonnie G. Bunch III, Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution. The panel will take place on
September 21, 2020 at 7 p.m. and will be available
on Zoom.
“This project is an opportunity to share an

experience as a community and to draw inspiration
from the life and enduring legacy of this
extraordinary American as our country continues to
work toward greater equality and social justice,” said
Arsht Center President and CEO Johann Zietsman.
For a $12 rental, available here, audiences will be

able to stream the film online for 30 days after
purchase (and once they start playing, they can watch
it over the course of three days). $5 of each rental
will go back to the Adrienne Arsht Center as a
donation.
Tickets: Arshtcenter.org

Photo page 8, Orchid bee. Above, Elephant seal model.
Both photos, courtesy of Frost Science.



“Happy hours, networking, local events, and even Zoom are some of the ways which
citizens of this great city come together. Building a fashion community from these
initiatives, however, requires common ground, ideas, purpose, commitment, trust,
participation, and reward. In other words, hard work,” Matilda Kalaveshi describes the
birth of M3 Collective. She adds: “The desire to build something transformative and
inclusive drove us to establish M3 Collective and take action.”

The Ladies behind M3 Collective

Common wisdom has it that the best formula for the successful launching of a business
is filling a void. These three ladies always felt a lack of community within their industry,
so they sought to create a place where one exchanged ideas, ignited education, and
encouraged networking.
Downtown News: The abbreviated definition of M3 is…?
Matilda Kalaveshi: It simply represents the first letter of each co-founder’s name.

The three of us met while networking and realized early on that our ideologies in fashion
aligned. Our passion was evident, and it was a natural next step to move forward as one.
M3’s mission is to provide a fashion ecosystem where industry professionals and
consumers connect and collaborate. We believe in the empowerment of real human
connection and are determined to elevate Miami’s fashion and retail industry by
providing education, business management, consultation, and representation in an
inspirational space.”
Image for post
DN: The Magic City has claimed a place at the forefront of international fashion. Not

for nothing Miami is widely considered the Latin American capital, and an important
destination for Europeans. And Miami is fun. No one has ever accused Miami to shy
away from a good party.
MK: Through fashion shows and celebrity filled after-parties, Miami has

demonstrated how to have fun. However, fun doesn’t always translate to substance or
success for working professionals. Both emerging and established fashion professionals
are seeking more than just a good time — they want to be supported and challenged.
They want to see Miami rise to its full potential as one of the world’s fashion capitals.
DN: Tell us about the local fashion community?
MK: Miami’s fashion community is comprised of multicultural relationships,

entrepreneurship, and endless possibility. M3 founders understand this, but also know
success can’t be realized unless a support system for local talent is established. It is in
recognition of these needs that M3 Collective aims to propel a new generation of
professionals who can establish and sustain local businesses. Through strong
partnerships and initiatives, our goal is to make Miami the next destination for
designers, innovative retail, and fashion trade.
DN: Of course, COVID-19 has altered everything. Is it a good time to start a project

that has luxury at its core? Is it the right time to start anything?
MK: Precisely because of the adverse effects the pandemic has had on the local

economy, we must look forward to fashion, an industry which, along with tourism and
real estate, can be the backbone of the recovery. It is during these economic downturns
that new, focused businesses emerge and flourish. Nothing ventured, nothing gained.
DN: In terms of location, why the focus on Downtown?
MK: The future for fashion in Downtown Miami is more than a promise. It’s a

reality. We have the Miami International University of Art and Design and Miami-Dade
College. The latter now has a well-established Fashion Institute that is preparing the next
generation of fashion professionals. The Miami Worldcenter will debut 300,000 square
feet of space dedicated to retail. Brickell Center is just across the bridge… As city and
county continue to support Downtown Miami’s evolution, as well as private investors
such as the Mana Group, M3 Collective can be the ideal partner to lead growth within
our industry. I reiterate, the opportunities are endless, and at M3 Collective we are
excited and ready to get started.”

Downtown News Staff.

Marla Cartin is an
entrepreneur, delving in
marketing and branding, a
fashion writer and
designer. Matilda
Kalaveshi teaches the
business end of fashion,
and is an opinion leader
and expert on retail,
consumer trends, e-
commerce, emerging
brands. Martu E. Freeman-
Parker has produced
fashion events and shows,
and founded Fashion
TALKS Miami.

Commissioner Eileen Higgins, District 5,
proposed studying options to collaborate
with other government, institutional, and
private entities to aggregate land and create
more affordable housing units for Miami-
Dade residents, and to identify parcels that
could be used to pilot the program. The
proposed initiative draws upon the work of
University of Miami’s (UM) Land Access
for Neighborhood Development “LAND”
tool.
“Our goal in creating the LAND tool

was to have County and municipal
governments utilize it to promote affordable
housing and equitable community
development. This legislation shows the
powerful impact that comes from policy
makers partnering with university
researchers to build capacity within our
community,” observed Robin Bachin,
Associate Professor of History and
Assistant Provost for Civic and Community
Engagement at the University of Miami.
And Commissioner Higgins added:
“Solving the affordable housing crisis in
Miami-Dade requires innovative proposals
and political will to make hard choices.
Identifying, aggregating, and utilizing
public and institutionally owned land for
affordable housing is exactly the type of
innovative proposal we need.

Utilizing the University of Miami’s
LAND Tool, every piece of public-
owned land exists in one database
creating a path towards unlocking that
land for affordable housing or other
public good. Local governments around
the country have done this for over 100
years — while it will not be easy, it’s
another step towards providing housing
relief to Miami-Dade residents.”
In 2019, the UM Office of Civic and

Community Engagement debuted the
LAND tool, a free, online mapping tool
that identified more than 500 million
square feet of vacant, unused, or
underutilized land across the County and
its municipalities. The LAND tool
provides a snapshot of the location, size,
and ownership of the properties owned
by the County and its 34 municipalities,
community development agencies, and
religious and educational institutions
that could be used to house low-income
residents.
Commissioner Higgins’ initiative is a

step forward in solving one of the most
serious problems in Miami, and a good
example of a collaborative approach.
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Aurea Veras writes
about food, culture,
and is a contributing
photographer.

Public Land for Affordable Housing Inspiring Creatives
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The owner of the convenience store Red Apple joins the conversation. Vagrants, he
says, not only engage in minor crimes. He relates the story of a vagrant who
quarterbacks a team of homeless men to pass counterfeited $100 bills. He sends them
to buy beer paying with the bogus money. “He waits outside the store. The second
time he tried, I went out and told him to never come back again.”

The Bus Stop

“Every time a vagrant invades your personal space not wearing a mask you life is in
danger,” says Mr. Lima. “Why did they build it there, anyway? It only attracts
drunks?” Commander Regueira has no jurisdiction over bus stops, but the question
echoes the many questions for which residents find no answers. Homelessness has
political, financial and legal ramifications beyond law enforcement. Those gathered
for the impromptu community talk commend the police for its prompt response to
their many calls. Their prompt response has prevented the neighborhood from further
deteriorating. A lady hurrying to purchase last-minute condiments for dinner
interjects: “I see the Commander himself dispersing the drunks and trying to educate
them about wearing masks… It’s not easy. Even if they arrest them, I am told, no
sooner the drunks are booked they get released. Sometimes it takes more time for an
officer to do the paperwork than the fellow they brought in to be released.”
COVID-19 has aggravated the problem. Even violent criminals are released to the

community. Downtown News reported in June the case of a man who punched a
Downtown resident so viciously he fractured his skull. The perpetrator is back
roaming the streets with an ankle bracelet hopefully keeping track of his
whereabouts. One police officer corroborates the revolving door nature of the justice
system, requesting anonymity. He arrested a guy, and there he was again cross-legged
sitting at the bus stop two days later. He walks around pretending to wash cars, an
empty bucket and a sponge in hand. The guy is charismatic, has many stories to tell…
As he charms attendants behind the counters, he is pushing all the candy bars he can
into the bucket, the sponge muffing the noise. Then he sells the stolen goods for
drugs.
The Police officer faults business owners for hiring vagrants to clean windows,

take the garbage out, and pay them with beer. Why would vagrants leave the
neighborhood? Not to mention the ill-informed residents who give them money
because they think they are being compassionate. It is good PR for the soul, but
terrible for the neighborhood. Vagrants get money and go straight to purchase drugs.
When the high subsides, they resort to stealing and other criminal activity.

The Effect on Businesses
The owner of the upscale STUDIO D laments that vagrants often want to come in to
use the bathroom. When he says no, they start screaming and banging at the door. “It
frightens his clientele. Clients are afraid to come downtown.” He is not alone. The
manager at Fratelli Milano seconds the complaint. “The homeless situation is getting
out of hand. Last week, a young lady was having lunch. Two homeless men in their
twenties just grabbed chairs and sat next to her and started pestering her.” Politely,
the manger asked them to leave. They did, but at a restaurant down the road they got
into a loud and dangerous altercation.

Going forward there will be zero tolerance for criminal behavior, observes
Commander Regueira.
Downtown News: Many in the community believe the best crime deterrent is the

presence of a police officer walking the streets.
Downtown Miami has the lowest crime rates in decades, Commander Regueira

indicates. It would be hard for him to justify assigning an officer to a place with little
crime. It’s a question of statistics.
Downtown News: Statistics change constantly. Residents claim prevention is a

proven way to keep statistics positive.
The Commander looks around, digesting the neighborhood wisdom. He will

deploy an officer to the downtown area, he says. An experiment.
A sudden downpour abruptly ends the conversation.

Raul Guerrero is the Editor of Downtown News.

The proposed area is from NE 13th Street to NE 36th Street. FVS will release an
additional proposal for SE 4th Street up to NE 13th Street. Applying the objectives
of the MDC Great Streets vision to Biscayne Boulevard, Future Vision Studios
proposes 8 improvements: 1) Limit left turns on and off Biscayne to signalized
intersections; 2) Extend queuing areas for making left turns off of Biscayne; 3)
Allow for only right turns at intersections with stop signs; 4) Remove the existing
signals at 22nd and 26th streets; 5) Add signals at 23rd, 25th, 27th, and 31st streets;
6) Add ten landscaped medians with shrubs and shade trees; 7) Remove all mid-
block pedestrian crossings; 8) Add a new pedestrian crossing at NE 18th street to
reconnect the east-to-west greenway.

These modifications will allow Biscayne Boulevard to function as an essential
north-to-south corridor and a centerpiece for the neighborhood. These outcomes will
support a high mobility index that safely moves vehicles and pedestrians of all ages,
reduces the heat island effect, improves air and water quality, and builds a more
resilient community.

Knight Foundation just released a study of more than 4,000 chronic nonvoters, and a
comparison sample of 1,000 active voters, to learn how American media
consumption habits may impact attitudes around politics, elections and voting in
2020. The study draws from the original 100 Million Project survey of over 12,000
nonvoters and a companion survey of over 1,000 active voters.

The Media
This report, How media habits relate to voter participation, offers insights into

how media diets influence whether eligible voters will cast a ballot in November
based on factors such as their age, preferred news sources, partisanship, social media
reliance and more. The report starts pointing out that the media environment during
an election year has the potential to guide citizens toward informed participation in
the democratic process. It can also turn people off from voting altogether. It can
enlighten or mislead the electorate — sometimes doing both at once.

Key Findings
· Chronic nonvoters who are more attentive to news are more likely to say they

will vote in November.
· Conservative news consumers are more fired up to vote in the presidential

election.
· People who rely on social media for news are less likely to vote.
· Young nonvoters are more likely to passively “bump into” news, rather than

seeking it out.
· People are more engaged with national news than local news.

The report’s data helps understand that not every nonvoter is disillusioned about
voting, and whether and how much they consume news has a direct correlation on
their decision to vote. “That’s why Knight launched this survey, to find out about
the correlation between media consumption and voter turnout, and what implications
might be for cultivating an informed and participative citizenry,” observed Evette
Alexander, Director of Learning and Impact at the Knight Foundation. And she
adds: “We hope this survey provokes insightful conversation and debate about news
consumption and voting during this historic election.”
While the findings offer reasons for optimism, a warning: As younger adults and

the generations that follow them find their place in a democratic society, the media
they consume — driven by social media and their informal networks — is clearly
playing a lead role in shaping their political knowledge. It is not yet clear whether or
how these media diets will equip Americans on the sidelines to participate in this
most critical civic duty.
Downtown News Staff

Aaron DeMayo, Principal of Future Vision
Studios. This story was adapted from a more
comprehensive work, which is available at
Futurevisionstudios.us/mobility.

How Media Habits Relate to Voter
Participation

Insights into how media diets influence whether eligible
voters will cast a ballot in November.
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That is the epicenter. Vagrants have
four stores that sell single beers,
including a 7-ELEVEN, and high
pedestrian traffic to panhandle.
There used to be laws banning
aggressive panhandling, but they
were reversed. The law infringed on
the vagrant’s freedom of speech, but
now residents are asking if the
alleged freedom of speech
outweighs the right of residents to
protect their lives?
Photos, Silvio Lima.

“In addition to COVID-19, we have to
deal with these aggressive homeless
individuals,” concurs the owner of a
restaurant on Avenue 3. And shaking
his head: “It’s a problem. A problem
without apparent solution".
Photo, L to R, Sergeant E. Perez, R.
Guerrero, Commander A. Regueira,
Officer J. Galvez.

Crimes and Misdemeanors Form pg 1. Reimagining Biscayne Boulevard Form pg 1.
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Books

A Virtual Afternoon with Ken Follett
The #1 New York Times bestselling author in
conversation with BBC’s Katty Kay about his
thrilling and addictive new novel, a prequel to The
Pillars of the Earth, set in England at the dawn of a
new era: the Middle Ages.
Presented by Books & Books, Miami Book Fair

and The Arsht Center. Sun, Sep 20, 2020, 1:00 PM
EDT. Tickets at Eventbrite.
Thirty years ago, Ken Follett published his most

popular novel, The Pillars of the Earth. Now, Follett’s
masterful new prequel The Evening and the Morning
(Viking, $36) takes us on an epic journey into a
historical past rich with ambition and rivalry, death
and birth, love and hate, that will end where The
Pillars of the Earth begins.
It is 997 CE, the end of the Dark Ages. England is
facing attacks from the Welsh in the west and the
Vikings in the east. Those in power bend justice
according to their will, regardless of ordinary people
and often in conflict with the king. Without a clear
rule of law, chaos reigns.
In these turbulent times, three characters find their
lives intertwined. A young boatbuilder’s life is turned
upside down when the only home he’s ever known is
raided by Vikings, forcing him and his family to
move and start their lives anew in a small hamlet
where he does not fit in. . . . A Norman noblewoman
marries for love, following her husband across the sea
to a new land, but the customs of her husband’s
homeland are shockingly different, and as she begins
to realize that everyone around her is engaged in a
constant, brutal battle for power, it becomes clear that
a single misstep could be catastrophic. . . . A monk
dreams of transforming his humble abbey into a
center of learning that will be admired throughout
Europe. And each in turn comes into dangerous
conflict with a clever and ruthless bishop who will do
anything to increase his wealth and power.

KEN FOLLETT is one of the world’s most successful
authors. Over 170 million copies of the 31 books he
has written have been sold in over 80 countries and in
33 languages. Follett’s first bestseller was Eye of the
Needle, a spy story set in the Second World War. In
1989, The Pillars of the Earth was published and has
since become Follett’s most popular novel. It reached
number one on bestseller lists around the world and
was an Oprah’s Book Club pick. Its sequels, World
Without End and A Column of Fire, proved equally
popular, and the Kingsbridge series has sold more
than 40 million copies worldwide. Follett lives in
Hertfordshire, England, with his wife, Barbara.
Between them they have five children, six
grandchildren, and two Labradors.

Science

Nature’s Superheroes: Life at the
Limits
The Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science.
The new special exhibition to open this Fall, October
10, explores nature’s most unusual, extreme and
bizarre creatures.
Holding your breath for up to two hours. Gulping

down a snack 10 times your own weight. Living in
crushing depths where there is no sunlight to support
life. These may sound like superpowers to humans,
but somewhere on this planet, an organism is using
one of these extraordinary talents to go about its daily
tasks. Nature’s Superheroes: Life at the Limits, a new
immersive exhibition at the Frost Museum of Science
on view from Saturday, October 10, 2020 through
Sunday, April 11, 2021, offers a fascinating glimpse
of the diversity of the natural world and the power of
natural selection to shape exceptional responses to the
challenges, and opportunities, of life on Earth.
Organized by the American Museum of Natural
History, the exhibition features life-size and larger-
than-life models, videos and interactive exhibits
which highlight an array of organisms with surprising
ways of thriving in harsh environments, finding a
mate or their next meal, leveraging strength,
endurance, speed and more

Explore
Visitor favorites include opportunities to explore a
mysterious cave inhabited by animals without eyes,

Art & Music

George Clinton
In Conversation with PAMM Director Franklin
Sirmans. Public Live Virtual Art Talk. Thursday
September 17. 7 pm.
A virtual conversation and studio tour with iconic

musical genius George Clinton, of Parliament and
Funkadelic Records, and PAMM Director Franklin
Sirmans. Clinton will share his studio space and his
visual art, including the series of work he has created
in quarantine over the past six months. Join PAMM
for this virtual event and get a firsthand look into the
artistic world of the Godfather of Funk himself!
While the museum is currently closed to the

public, this program will be offered remotely via
Facebook Live #MuseumFromHome on Facebook
Live and YouTube Live.

Virtual Salon
Feeling apocalypse fatigue? The Downtown Arts +
Science Salon (DASS) hosts a TED Circles virtual
conversation based on a presentation by psychologist
and economist Per Espen Stokes. He's spent years
studying the defenses we use to avoid thinking about
the demise of our planet, and figuring out a new way
of talking about global warming that keeps us from
shutting down. Step away from the doomsday
narratives. Learn how to make caring for the earth
feel personable, and doable with this fun, informative
talk.

Both articles continue on page 5.


