
By Dhagash Desai, Nandini
Bandyopadhyay, and Raksha Nadgir
At the start of a new school

year, a host of emotions seemed
to swirl in the air down every
hallway, creating a special aura
at Washington School that
spread to every corner.
Excitement, nerves, and
questions seemed to abound.
Some students were eager while
others were doubtful. But they
must have had questions and
concerns mixed with their
excitement. Now that students
are becoming vaccinated and
mandates are being lifted, there
is a good chance the upcoming
year of 2022 will transform
back to a pre-pandemic model.
Washington School has many
events, activities and programs
in store for the 2021 - 2022 year
to make this a super year for all
fifth graders.
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Washington Wolves are Back to School
A Safe Return to School
Vaccination shots are available

to Washington School students,
and booster shots are now
available to adults. People have
become more relaxed to come to
school. Fifth grade teacher, Mrs.
Jones said, “Now that I am both
vaccinated and ‘boostered,’ I’m
not worried about riding the
subway and train to school each
day. I’m also thrilled that most
of my students have received
their first and some second
vaccinations already.” It is also
easier to get tested. There is now
a test where saliva is enough to
tell if a person is positive or
negative for Covid-19. This is

Washington School's doors are open for the 2021 - 2022 school year.

Head Nurse, Mrs. O'Gorman is our school's
unsung hero.

Advice from Mrs. O'Gorman
Many of the Covid-19 CDC

guidelines from 2020 have been
lifted slowly. Most schools are
now educating students in-person.
Children ages 5-11 are finally
eligible to become vaccinated.
Mrs. O’Gorman, the Washington
School nurse and head nurse of the
Millburn School District, said, “I
one hundred per cent encourage all
students and everyone who can to
get vaccinated. I believe this is
what will eventually allow us to
take off our masks and go back to
life as it was before Covid. I
believe the adults in your life who

care for you, your parents and teachers are your best resources. I also
like this program from Johns Hopkins.” The URL for this program is
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/johns-hopkins-childrens-center/pati
ents-and-families/_documents/covid-19-resources-for-families/covid-
19-activity-book.pdf.
Washington is now having lunch in-school. Students sit on yellow

dots on lunch tables in order to social distance. When asked how
students can stay healthy, O’Gorman said: “Get vaccinated, wash
hands often, continue wearing masks, especially in crowded, public
spaces. Enjoy life but don't let your guard down completely. Eat lots
of fruit and vegetables and drink lots of water. Exercise regularly in
the fresh air. Laughing is also good for health, so take time to have
fun.” Washington School allows for plenty of time outside for
students. Students have recess outdoors for twenty-five minutes.
Emphasizing the positive, O’Gorman said, “I would like to
congratulate the students at Washington for being so adherent to the
Covid rules, keeping their masks on and social distancing whenever
possible. I also want them to not lose hope of a return to normal.
Everything changes over time and as I said, having a vaccine for
everyone is a huge part of the recovery from Covid.”

Summer Preparations
As September approached, many preparations were needed to make

sure Washington school could be reopened fully in a safe and orderly
way. During the summer, students relaxed, enjoyed, and took a break
from school, but summer break is actually a working time for teachers
and principals to get ready for the new school year.
Mr. Mecurio, Dr. Burton, and the administration worked together,
once a week to plan for reopening school. Mecurio followed the state
guidelines for schools to adapt and adjust.

O'Gorman advises students eat plenty
of fresh fruit and vegetables, drink
plenty of water, wash hands often, get
vaccinated, and don't forget to have
fun. Laugh!!

Continued on page 2.



and health, preparing good food and sweets,
lighting diyas (dhee-uhs) or candles, rangoli
(rung-o-lee) designs, and fireworks each
meaning for a good cause. Though there are
different traditions in celebrating this
occasion, they all mean the same. “To me
Diwali means coming together as a family
and with friends, looking within, and trying
to do better as the years go by,” said Binali
Patil, sponsor for the Diwali fireworks at
Taylor Park in Millburn.
The Hindu festival of lights is celebrated all

over the world with prayers, lighting clay
lamps, mouth-watering dishes, and
fireworks. Diwali is an auspicious holiday,
and is one of the most important festivals
celebrated by Indians. Although everyone
celebrates Diwali in their own cultural way,
the significance of the light in human life is
central to the holiday.
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Based on the level of the singers in the
packs, Kayal selects songs best suited to
each group. Anavi Sinha in Mrs. Murphy’s
class said, “I like chorus because I like to
sing.” Sarah Eilenberg in Ms. Cassels class
said, “I love it. It is really fun and the warm
- ups we do make everyone laugh. It is also
nice to get a break from everything we are
doing in the school day to relax a little.”
Lucy Smith in Mrs. Delvecchio’s class said
“Chorus is good because it helps you with
singing and we have an amazing teacher.”
And finally, Ela Ozdemir in Mrs. Murphy’s
class said “I love chorus because of all the
funny songs we get to sing!” The students at
Washington School really enjoy chorus.
Hopefully, there will be concerts this year to
share their hard work and love of music with
the school community.

In late September of 2021, Chorus
Director, Mrs. Courtney Kayal began teaching
the 2021 chorus group. It is not yet decided
whether or not there will be a concert, but if
there is then packs W, O and V will be singing
“J'entends Le Moulin” in French, which
means “I Hear the Windmill.” They will also
sing a funny song, “Chumbara” as well as
another song not yet named. Packs L, E and S
will sing “Cantate Canticum” in Latin and
two other songs. The Administration at the
Superintendent’s office in conjunction with
the health department regulations will
determine if and how there will be concerts
this year. The January concert is normally held
in the Washington school gymateria and will
likely be there this year if there is a concert,
and if people are vaccinated. The spring
concert is usually held at the Millburn High
School. Last year because of Covid - 19, there
were no concerts. Chorus is held every
Thursday. Kayal chooses the concert
selections by listening to the students singing
together in the beginning of the year as they
practice their warmups and rounds.
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By Ari Jain and Atharv Karamcheti
It is the time of year where every house

shines bright with lights, fireworks booming
beautiful colors in the sky. Diwali makes the
world shine bright again. This festival is
celebrated mostly in India, and in other parts
of the world where Indians live. Many
Washington School students and staff also
celebrate this joyous holiday. Diwali gets its
name from Sanskrit word “Deepavali'' which
means a row (avali) of clay lamps (deepa)
that Indians light outside their homes.
According to the Indian lunisolar calendar,
this year the festival has been celebrated on
November 4th. It is one of the major festivals
celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, and
Newar Buddhists.

Diwali represents light over darkness and
eradicates all evil spirits. In Indian
mythology, it was the day when Lord Rama,
a Hindu god, returned home after spending
fourteen long years in the forest after
defeating Ravana, an evil demon. In some
parts of India, people welcome the victory of
defeating Narakasura by Lord Krishna in an
epic battle by lighting clay lamps on this
day. The festival of lights is celebrated
across five days with praying for prosperity

Washington School Students Celebrate Diwali

Mrs. Courtney Kayal Leads Washington School’s Chorus
By Gabrielle Gordon

also a very inspiring moment for the teachers and
parents since students can attend school in-person
and the students can interact with their teachers and
friends. Mrs.Turtletaub, a teacher from Pack O
said, “I wondered if I would ever return to school.”
Turtletaub has been teaching for many years, and
would have been very disappointed if she couldn't
see her students in-person. Fifth grade parent
Debarati Chakrabarty said, “I had my doubts, but
then I trusted the school.” Washington school is a
fun, safe place to be, and Covid-19 will not ruin the
experience for all students.

Activities Are In Full Swing
This year, Washington School is reintroducing

extra-curricular activities for their students. Some
of these include ASC/BSC (After School and
Before School Clubs which are held both virtual
and in-person), Math Olympiad, Odyssey of the
Mind, and TREP$, the Job Board, Broadcast,
Leader in Me, and Mindful Moments. Award
winning author Elly Swartz, the school’s author-in-
residence, is visiting the entire school and meeting
with each individual classroom via Google Meet to
help students hone and improve their writing skills.
ASC and BSC offers exciting activities like Splurge
Baking, Tech Club, Poetry Workshop, to name just
a few. “ASCs are like mini-classes,” says student
Sharadha Karthik, “They teach you life skills that
aren’t always present in traditional subjects.” Code
Day, a special day dedicated to technology will
have already been held by the time this issue goes
to print.

Students and Mental Health
The pandemic has created challenges for

students all over the world. Students at Washington
School have been learning virtually for almost two
years. Now, they are surrounded by masks and
social distancing, and constant handwashing.
Physical health is very important, but students’
emotional well-being is equally serious.
Differences in students’ behavior created by the
time spent in remote learning may not be obvious,

Back to School
Continued from Page 1.

Principal Mercurio encourages every student to take risks and
become a leader, taking advantage of all the school opportunities.

Continued on Page 3.

Kayal matches songs to students' levels and abilities.

Rangoli designs and diyas are
part of the Diwali celebrations.



Washington School Students Celebrate
Halloween

Back to School Continued from Page 2.

Washington Wolves Continue to Mask-Up

excited that everyone is coming
back to school. I’m also proud of
how well everyone has adjusted.
Remember that if you ever need
help, just come and see me.”

Covid-19 may have kept
Washington School’s actual doors
closed for a while, but the
pandemic cannot break the spirit of
Washington Wolves. As Mercurio
said, “Enjoy your time here at
Washington School. Be active
participants, engage in leadership
activities by taking on many roles
as a leader.” Mercurio continued:
“We believe everyone can be a
leader. Actually, everyone is a
leader.” Despite masks and social
distancing, captivating programs
and activities and learning await
Washington School's 2021 - 2022.
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small watery droplets that contain
mucus, saliva, and other mediums
in the respiratory system, which
may include bacteria and viruses.
These droplets are produced when
people breathe, talk, cough, sneeze,
and sing. Most droplets are less
than ten micrometres in size. When
wearing a mask, these droplets can
be filtered out when breathing in
and blocked when breathing out.
There is sound medical evidence
on how masks work to protect the
population. For example, an
experiment using a time-lapsed
video found that hundreds of
droplets from 20 to 500
micrometres came out when the
subject was speaking a phrase.
Nearly all of the droplets were
blocked when the subject’s mouth
was covered with a damp

but do exist. Mrs. Loew, the
school’s guidance counselor, has
been observing these differences.
On a positive note, students are
really excited to come back to the
school environment. Teachers have
observed that students are more
talkative, perhaps to make up for
the lost time socializing. Students
must relearn appropriate classroom
listening behavior during lessons
and independent work time. Also,
some staff members have noticed
students have been more hesitant to
take risks, especially on tests.
While many students have adjusted
quickly to being back-in-person,
some found it more challenging to
adapt to the new learning
environment, especially since
everyone is new to Washington
School, and some are even new to
Millburn. Luckily, Loew has some
suggestions for students
experiencing back-to-school
challenges: “If you ever feel like
that, you can always see me. You
are not alone. Sometimes, the best
thing is to find support. It can
really help!” Loew has an
important message for the
Washington students: “I’m really

First Broadcast Team Set
a High Bar

By Aryav Jain and Zac Wanderer

Every Wednesday morning at
Washington School, Mrs. Haggerty
and her broadcast team go live to
deliver the news to the school
community. The team has informed
viewers about the weather, what is
going on in the world and the
Washington School community, and
also has given students helpful tech
tips, and more. Last year's broadcast
was different due to the hybrid nature
of school. The students had to film
everything beforehand on Flipgrid
and edit it on WeVideo. This year the
broadcast is live at 9:00 AM every
Wednesday. The team completes a
practice run ten minutes prior to
going live. Some broadcast students
have reported becoming nervous

Continued on Page 4. Continued on Page 4.
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By Ben Merimee
On October 29, 2021, Washington School celebrated Halloween.

Although the students couldn’t bring in their costumes, the teachers
and class parents still made the day fun with class parties. Most
parties were held in the afternoon, and teachers made the regular
school day fun by incorporating Halloween themed activities during
Math and Language Arts. Mrs. Jones said, "My class parents, Sandra
Marianelli and Lira Lee, did an amazing job of making the class party
super creative and fun. No one missed the usual cupcakes, fruit snacks
and chips that we've had in pre-pandemic Halloween parties."

During the class parties, students enjoyed a variety of activities
such as pumpkin decorating, dance contests and Halloween Kahoots.
With a fun day behind them, Washington School students exited the
building looking forward to neighborhood trick-or-treating on
Sunday.

extracurricular classes have been
switched to virtual. Washing hands
has become even more important
now. But perhaps the most
prominent effect of the pandemic is
the sight of everyone wearing
masks or face shields.

Infection is mostly spread from
respiratory droplets, which are

By Elena Shen, Ava Zhong
The Covid-19 pandemic’s

effects are clearly visible in our
everyday lives. Hand sanitizer
bottles and dispensers are all
over public spaces. In school,
children social distance when
eating lunch. Many

From left to right, students Ryden Rubovitz, Chloe Lam, Molly Silberstein, Anjali Singhal, and Nate Rosenblatt all mask
up to stay safe in Mrs. Jones's classroom.

Washington School's teachers are all
vaccinated and happy to be back in school.

Pictured in the center is Annalisa Popolillo, winner of the pumpkin decorating contest, holding
her award-winning pumpkin. From left to right flanking Annalisa are classmates Anaya Pathak
and Lexie Berger.



First Broadcast Team Set a High Bar

Washington Wolves Continue to Mask Up
December, 2021

Continued from Page 3.

about finding the one that’s right for
you; it can be cloth, disposable, or
even a KN 95. The biggest problem I
think people have with the masks is
that they do not fit properly and are
sliding down their faces all day.
Which is why I have kids size masks
in my office for anyone who needs
one.” O’Gorman urges everyone to
continue wearing masks and to
practice safety measures at home and
in school: “It is wonderful that we are
now all getting vaccinated and that
offers great hope for the future.
However, we need to continue to
wear our masks so that we can keep
our schools open. Until we know the
effects of the different variants of
coronavirus and the full efficacy of
the vaccines, we must continue to
wear masks, practice good hygiene
and stay home when we are sick.”

washcloth. Another case study
chronicled a man who flew from China
to Toronto who tested positive for
Covid-19 after the flight. He wore a
mask for the entire flight, and all of the
twenty-five passengers who sat near him
tested negative. In another case study,
two hair stylists with Covid-19 had
contact with 140 customers. However,
because everyone wore masks, no
customers were infected with Covid-19.
Mrs. O’Gorman, our school nurse and

district head nurse has some tips for
comfortable mask wearing: “A way to
make mask wearing more comfortable
would be to find a mask that works for
you. Not every mask is the same and not
every face is the same. For some people
the masks with ear loops are preferable
and cause no issues, but for other people
the ear loops bother them so they are
better with a loop that goes around the
head. Masks can be light but not so light
that they are transparent as that doesn’t
offer the correct protection. It really is
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Washington School Stages its
First Ever Den Rally

By Atharv Karamcheti and Ben Merimee

On October 8, 2021 Washington
School was treated to its very first all
school Den Rally. Students gathered on
the blacktop and the playground while
the students of Pack O (Mrs.Murphy’s
class and Mrs.Turtletaub’s class) sat on
the picnic tables next to the bus loop,
ready to perform for the school. School
principal, Mr. Mercurio explained why
he came up with the idea for the Den
Rally: “It really builds excitement for
the school, brings positivity to the
school, and helps students do better and
better.” The whole school outside
together on the black top while

Continued from Page 3.

Washington School's techxpert, Mrs. Haggerty is the force behind Broadcast Club

before they start their first broadcast, but they get over it
quickly. “I was very nervous the first time I went live, but
after a week, I loved the fact that everyone in the entire school
was looking at me,” said Praveen Wickermasinghe in Mr.
Turrone’s class.
The team meets at the media den once a week for twenty

minutes. They discuss their “jobs” and write or edit the script.
Jobs include weather reporter, sports reporter and slide editor.
Students fill out a survey with their “Top Job” choice. Within
the four week rotation, each student gets their top job among
other jobs. “The Broadcast Crews are always super supportive
of each other. Students are often eager to help each other write
lines and practice. I think being a Leader-in-Me School helps
promote a successful team environment,” said Mrs. Haggerty,
the tech teacher at Washington School, and creator/faculty
advisor to the Broadcast Club.

The first broadcast team this year has done a great job
despite all the Covid-19 restrictions which make it harder to
produce, write, and livestream. They set the tone for the other
groups following them. They engaged and entertained the
Washington School student body, and set a high bar. Readers,
don’t forget to tune in every Wednesday morning to see the
Broadcast live.

Tune in every
Wedneday morning to
the Washington School

Live Broadcast at
9:00 AM.

Mr. Mercurio talked on the podium.
Pack O also played a major part in the
den rally. “It was really fun and
interesting to work on it,” said student
Shreya Dave from Mrs. Murphy's class
who worked on the performance.

Continued on Page 5.



Rotation Prepares Students for Middle SchoolFormer Washington Wolf, Josh Gerstel,Wins
National Poetry Contest

Washington School Stages its First Ever Den Rally

Washington School’s principal,
Mr. Mercurio, was proud of Josh
and pleased with his recognition:
“We are always happy to see our
students’ efforts recognized. It is
especially gratifying to hear about
Josh’s success during last year’s
challenging year of hybrid and
remote learning.”

Gertsel appeared before
Millburn’s Board of Education on
October 25, 2021 to talk about his
writing journey and to recite his
poem He spoke about being
inspired by poet Billy Collins.
Mrs. Jones attended the Board
Meeting to support her former
student: “I’m so thrilled Josh is
getting the recognition he
deserves. He wrote an amazing
poem. I am grateful to Dr. Burton
and to Mrs. Dries, our publicity
director for taking the time to
honor such a deserving student.”

December, 2021

By Gavin Chu and Dhruv Bidasaria

Ball in the House Comes to
Washington School

By Siana Sharma and Samaira Singh
In mid-October, Washington

School was treated to an outdoor
assembly by the R & B (rhythm
and blues) a capella group, Ball in
The House. They perform and
tour world-wide, performing both
their own compositions and
covering both classic and current
pop hits. The band members met
over twenty years ago in the
2000’s. There are five members
in the group including: Monty
from Washington, Wallace from
Florida, Kevin from Western
Massachusetts, Jon and Dave,
both from Dorchester,
Massachusetts. Jon and Dave met
in an all-boys choir for Middle
School. They met up again and

Continued on Page 6.

By Liana Narayanan
On October 23, 2020 Josh

Gertsel, a former Washington
School Post reporter, was
honored by The Creative
Communications Poetry Contest
for writing one of the top ten best
fifth grade poems submitted
nationally by thousands of
students across the country.
Gerstel received the good news at
the beginning of his sixth grade
year at Millburn Middle School.

Gerstel’s winning poem was
titled “Follower” (see “The Write
Stuff” column in next issue). Mrs.
Jones, his fifth grade teacher at
Washington School submitted his
poem to the contest. The poem
was part of a research project
Gerstel created during National
Poetry month last April about
former US poet laureate, Billy
Collins. Josh was honored by
Creative Communications with a
check for $25 and a
complimentary copy of the
anthology, A Celebration of
Poets, where his award-winning
poem will be published.

Continued from Page 4.

Once everyone arrived at the
blacktop, Mercurio led the whole
school in chanting the Washington
School mission statement,
followed by students “howling” in
true Washington Wolves form.
Mr. Mercurio then announced the
names of the student leaders of the
month, followed by Mrs.
Turtletaub’s class and Mrs.
Murphy’s class leadership
performances. Both classes sang a
song about spreading kindness
throughout the world. Student
artists from both classes made
inspiring leadership posters. Some
students gave speeches about
leadership and also shared
information about how their class
celebrated International Dot Day,
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Rotation is one of the special
features about Washington School.
Students rotate to a different
classroom each trimester for
Science, Social Studies, or Builder.
Classes change their rotation class
by trimester, and every class gets to
all three rotation subjects each
school year. Classes rotate within
their pack. Rotation allows students
to get a sample of what Middle
School is going to be like.
Builder is one of the three subjects

of rotation. In Builder, students first
learn digital citizenship. The teacher
usually uses nearpods to teach
different types of digital citizenship
and collaborative projects to make
students better digital citizens. Next,
there is a large coding unit. The
coding unit consists of many
code.org lessons followed by a
thinkspot journal. The thinkspot
journal is a journal to help students
remember the lesson by asking
questions. Students like to decorate
their thinkspot journal by changing
backgrounds, adding transitions,
changing fonts, etc. The code.org
lessons allow students to experience
multiple lessons while learning

variables, functions, looping, and
many other valuable coding skills.
After the coding unit is a fun
unplugged activity with cue
robots. This lesson is not taught
by the Builder teacher, but by
techxpert, Mrs. Haggerty in the
media den. Lastly, students enjoy
fun digital escape rooms on
breakout.edu. Teachers separate
students into groups to work on
these digital escape rooms. Once
completing all of the digital
escape rooms, each group will
work together to create their own
digital escape room.

In Science, students learn about
chemical and physical reactions.
The teacher usually teaches using
edpuzzles. Students learn and
participate in inclusive classroom
labs and lessons. Currently, they
have learned about earth and

Continued on Page 6.

Rally was a resounding success.
Mercurio punctuated the success by
ending the rally with his thanks to
all the student body: “Thank you all
for coming. This has been a very
successful Den Rally.” Mr.
Mercurio plans on staging more
rallies throughout the school year.

tying the day’s message to the
school’s Leader in Me themes. The
school mascot also made a guest
appearance, waving and dancing for
the crowd. From the looks of
excitement and engagement from all
the students gathered outside,
Washington School’s first ever Den

Pack O students made posters for the Den Rally.

Students from Pack O gave speeches at
the first Den Rally.

Gerstel
holding his
award-winning
check from
Creative
Communications.
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Strings At Washington School

By Dhruv Bidasaria and Gavin Chu

Strings are a huge part of the
Washington School music community.
Students learn how to play the violin,
viola, cello, and double bass, also known
as bass. Students use techniques they
learned in fourth grade on how to hold,
play, and take care of these instruments.
They have learned how to read the notes
of different scales depending on the
instrument. Each instrument has four
strings each with its own pitch. The
violin is the highest sounding
instrument, the viola second, and the
cello third. The double bass is the
deepest sounding instrument taught in
Washington. Ms. Ruppe covers violin
and viola, while Ms. Longley takes care
of cello and double bass. Students are
learning melodies by famous composers
such as Beethoven and Bach. Classes
take place once a week but students are
expected to practice daily.

Once a week, the string
instrumentalists participate in an all
strings orchestra. Taking strings lessons
is a great opportunity to learn
something new and make new friends.

space. They learn about how to save the
environment and what pollutants are. Students
create Google slides about what they are
learning, whether it is about life in the ocean, or
interactions with earth’s different spheres.
Social Studies is the third rotation subject.. Mrs.
Jones, who teaches the subject, said that students
have finished up their study of the pre-
Columbian civilizations (pre-Columbian means
civilizations taking place before Christopher
Columbus went on his journey in 1492 --the
Mayan, Aztec, and Inca civilizations) and are
now studying the Middle Ages and Marco Polo.
Social Studies teachers use a variety of
platforms like Brainpop, Study.com,
nearpod,com and Kahoot as well as a text book
and curated articles to teach their students about
history. In some classes, after every mini unit,
students use bookcreator.com to make original
book projects reviewing what they’ve learned.
Rotation is important because it gives students a
chance to learn about diverse topics. Mr.
Mercurio said, “The Rotation Period was created
to give students the experience of switching
classes for another subject. Also, to have another
teacher is important when transitioning to
middle school.”
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Mrs. O'Gorman Keeps
Washington Wolves Healthy

By Hebe Leung and Cyra Sachan
Covid-19 has had a major impact on

everyone’s lives, but thanks to the help of
Washington School’s staff, students were able
to get back to learning and having fun in
school. Mrs. O'Gorman, Washington School’s
nurse and head nurse for the entire Millburn
District, has the important role of keeping
students safe and healthy. She must keep up
with all the changes and new information
coming out daily. Covid is a deadly disease,
and should not be taken lightly, so staying
healthy and safe is critical during this time.
O’Gorman suggests that students continue

to wash hands often, and continue wearing
masks, especially in crowded, public spaces.
“Enjoy life but don't let your guard down
completely,” said O’Gorman. The
coronavirus first started out on a small scale,
but spread very quickly. O’Gorman recalled
that she was worried about Covid, but didn’t
predict it becoming as widespread and
pervasive as it has become.
“My job is massively more challenging due

Rotation: Preparation for Middle School

Continued from Page 5.

started the group. They auditioned the other
members. This R & B group looks out for each
other, and they even moved to Massachusetts to be
together.

The group’s members each have their own roles.
When creating a song, the musicians mostly write
about issues that have either personal or worldwide
importance. A recording device is always near to
get the sound when inspiration hits. The band
members all get along well, and treat one another
like family. Sometimes when touring and
performing get rough, the musicians need their own
space, but they love each other like brothers. When
making decisions for the band, it is important to
hear everyone’s opinion while speaking in a group.
Washington School's principal, Mr. Mercurio said,
"The way Ball in the House runs their group is an
excellent example of Habit Six, Synergize. Students
can see firsthand how working together helps to
enhance creativity.” Mercurio also thinks music
appreciation is important for the school. He said,
“It’s also important for students to take a break from
academics and come together as a school to enjoy
music.”

Ball in the House agrees. “Music makes us feel
young and alive,” said one member. Ball in the
House inspires people world-wide. The group’s
mission is to reach “one person at a time, one song
at a time.” Washington School thanks the generous
PTO for introducing this inspiring group to all its
students and staff.

Ball in the House
Continued from Page 5.

Holding the music assembly outside ensured everyone could
safely enjoy humming along with Ball in the House.
The fresh air venue also provided a nice break from indoor
academics.

to Covid,” said O’Gorman. “We had to
make a whole new set of protocols and
procedures.” She tries her best and works
hard for everyone so that all students and
teachers are better protected from Covid.
All the staff of Washington School
remained dedicated even though it was hard
work. They planned a lot and made sure that
hand sanitizers were at every entrance.
O’Gorman also congratulates the fifth
graders for keeping their masks on and
social distancing when possible. She wants
students to not give up or lose hope of going
back to normal. She also wants students to
realize that everything changes over time.
At first, since everyone thought Covid

Continued on Page 7.

Head nurse, Mrs.
O'Gorman wants
students to
remember to laugh
and have fun as
well as keeping
healthy and safe.
She says to "enjoy
life but don't let
your guard down."



Writer-in-Residence, Elly Swartz
Connects with Washington School Students

Mrs. O'Gorman Keeps Students Healthy

Pack O Makes its Mark on the Student Body:
Celebrating Dot Day

writing about your passion. Swartz
wrote Finding Perfect because she
cares about children dealing with
OCD and because she was
surrounded by people in her life
with OCD, and had experience
with anxiety herself. Swartz wrote
Smart Cookie because she missed
her mom who died early, and
wrote a book expressing the
sadness of loss. Swartz shared
with Washington School students
what it means express love, and to
deliver those feelings in writing to
the world. When asked how she
thinks she is most helpful to
Washington School students,
Swartz said, laughing, “Ha! I think
this may be a question for the
Washington students. I love that I
get to connect with Washington
students all year long. That I get to
launch my next book, Dear
Student, together with you. It is a
huge privilege to be a part of your
writing life and school community.
And for that, I am beyond
grateful.” Washington Wolves are
also beyond grateful to Swartz.
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By Anavi Sinha

Student Christina Paterson, who
spoke at the rally said, “I felt like I
was doing something meaningful
up there.” Pack O wrapped up their
presentation with ''The Dot Song,''
by Emily Arrow. Pack O students
believe Washington School should
celebrate Dot Day every day.
Student Ridhima Mehta said, “Dot
Day shouldn’t just be celebrated
one day a year. It should be
celebrated each and every day.”
The students of Pack O wanted to
make a lasting mark on the student
body. Both students and teachers
of Pack O hope they succeeded in
raising awareness of the
importance of being a kind and
caring citizen each and every day.

On October 12, 2021, Elly
Swartz gave a powerful assembly
about her writing journey, and life
lessons she learned along the
way. In an exclusive interview,
Swartz has answered some
questions about the presentation
and her writing.

Swartz treasures writing and
seeing her readers as she did
during the assembly at
Washington School. She said, “I
hope there were moments in the
presentation that resonated with
everyone. And likely those
moments were different. All I can
say is the advice I shared came
from my heart and my
experiences. And I hope it helps
others when they need it most.”
For some, like student Gabriella

Gordon, meeting with Swartz
has been beneficial. Gordon said,
“I admire how she just does what
she loves and just writes.” During
her class meetings, Swartz gave
tips on finding ideas for a
narrative. She taught fifth grade
students about the importance of

By Jack Bouton
On Oct. 8, 2021, Washington

School held its first ever Den Rally
where Pack O presented on the
subject of Dot Day. International
Dot Day focuses on how people of
all ages learn to creatively express
themselves. Pack O wanted to show
their peers they could make a
positive mark on the world in their
own way. The students shared some
of their Dot Day projects
encouraging everyone to be kind,
creative, and to express their own
individuality. They showed that just
by writing a simple and inspiring
message to staff members, they
could brighten their day. During the
Den Rally, Pack O relayed their
messages of kindness and creativity
in novel ways. Some students gave
speeches encouraging everyone to
be open-minded while exploring
the path of positivity.
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could live on surfaces, schools had
to stop students from sharing
supplies, personal belongings, and
food. However, scientists
discovered that this was not true.
O’Gorman suggests that students
should exercise regularly, eat lots of
fruits and vegetables, drink lots of
water, and get the Covid vaccine.
She loves her job and says, “I’m
very proud of my profession. We
have been at the forefront of not just
healthcare but of truly taking care of
people for a very long time. It’s
what I’m called to do.” O’Gorman
is proud to be a nurse at
Washington School, and the head
nurse of the Millburn District.

Pre-order new title by Elly Swartz,
Dear Student

at https://ellyswartz.com/dear-
student



you can enjoy.¨
During her free time, Koch enjoys

running, cooking and crafting. She is hoping
to run the NYC Marathon in 2022.¨I think
it's really important to get outside and
exercise each day to not only stay in shape,
but as a way to clear your head when you are
stressed.¨ Koch also enjoys spending time
with her mom, dad and two younger
brothers. Her family has a puppy named
Rudy as well. Disney World is Koch’s
favorite place, but she also really wants to
travel to Germany because she has family
there that she has only met when they have
visited the United States. She wants to be
able to visit them and learn more about her
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Dursleys, who are completely different from
him. Readers love Rowling’s literary
techniques and craft moves. She leaves clues
throughout the book, leading up to major
events in the series. The fast paced action
hooks the readers as they journey along with
Potter and his friends. Rowling also makes
her readers wonder along with Harry, causing
them to keep reading. Rowling throws
curveballs, packing the book with surprises.
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone is
recommended for children and adults alike,
especially for the readers who love fantasy
books full of magic. Readers who delight in
reading action/adventure novels will also
want to read Rowling’s blockbuster book.
Rowling’s engaging first novel will always

be remembered as the novel that forever
changed the reading landscape.

Harry Potter, a young wizard with a
lightning shaped scar, zooms around on his
Nimbus 2,000. He squints his eyes, focusing
just on a golden, walnut sized ball. While
dodging the heavy, ten” diameter spheres
moving by themselves, he outstretches his
arm trying to catch the gleaming orb, just out
of reach. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone, also titled Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone in the original British
version, is a world renowned book written by
J.K. Rowling. The book is the first of seven
books in the Harry Potter series, which
includes some of the bestselling books in
history. In the Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone, protagonists Harry Potter,
Hermione Granger, and Ron Weasley
navigate together their first year at Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Harry
Potter is an unusual boy for many reasons. He
has a lightning bolt shaped scar on his
forehead. And since his parents have died
unexpectedly, he lives with his ignorant
“muggle” or non magical aunt and uncle, the
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By Gabriella Mathew
Ms. Aileen Koch is the music teacher of

Washington and Glenwood Schools. Even
though she started teaching six years ago,
her love for music started at a young age.
Her favorite movies to watch were
singalongs. Koch started piano lessons when
she was in 4th grade, and began singing
lessons in middle school. When asked why
she decided to be a music teacher, Koch
said, “I became a teacher because I had a
music teacher in middle school who really
inspired me to become one. He always
seemed so happy to be coming to work each
day, and I thought to myself, ‘That's the
kind of job I want! One where you just
LOVE what you are doing!’ and being a
music teacher seemed to be that fit. I have
not regretted that choice, and I hope to
inspire my students to look into teaching one
day as well.”
Koch’s favorite part about teaching music

is getting the opportunity to watch her
students have fun each week. When asked
about the best part of her job she said,
¨Music class opens the opportunity for me to
show how you can like music in so many
different ways, whether that's through

Ms. Koch and Music Make the World a Better Place

Book Review: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
By Brandon Lu and Samir Sukhatme

By Laila Bhatia and Diya Jain
Washington School has a great appreciation for the

custodians, Mr. Larry, Ms. Yvonne, and Mr. Patrick.
They have been working at Washington School
since it opened in 2017. One wonderful part about
having the custodians is that they are friendly.
Whenever the custodians see a person in the
hallways, they give a kind wave or hello. They also
help to make our school a better place. “I always
feel happy when Mr. Larry greets me in the
morning,” said Mrs. Jones.
The custodians at Washington School are not only

friendly and approachable but also hard working.
During Hurricane Ida, many homes, buildings, and
shops were damaged or destroyed. Washington
School was no exception. Mr. Larry said that one
could see exactly where the water level reached. It
took Mr. Patrick, Ms. Yvonne, and Mr. Larry a full
day to clean out all the water from the school. “I
expected materials in my classroom to be ruined,”
said Mrs. Jones, whose classroom on the first floor
was flooded. “When I returned on Friday, I found
our amazing custodians had salvaged everything!”

Recently, the custodians have been working to
replace all the windows in every classroom. Ms.
Briber was very grateful when they fixed the
windows in her classroom. The custodians were
working throughout the night until one o’ clock in
the morning to fix Ms. Briber’s classroom windows.
In Mrs. Roberts’ classroom, the custodians worked
on fixing the windows so that they would be able to
open. Students in Mrs. Roberts’ class expressed
gratitude for the custodians fixing the windows.

Next time students see the school’s superstars,
they should make sure to give them a wave or smile.
To help the custodians, students should do their part
to keep our learning environment clean and orderly.
Mrs. Loew, the guidance counselor, said, “I advise
students to be proactive in cleaning up their garbage
as they make it. They should organize regularly and
make sure that they help in cleaning messes.”

Meet the Custodians
Goodreads reports:. “Full of
sympathetic characters, wildly
imaginative situations, and countless
exciting details, the first installment in
the series assembles an unforgettable
magical world and sets the stage for
many high-stakes adventures to come.”

dancing, listening,
singing, composing,
music technology,
genres of music, and
the list goes on. I like
finding ways to show
my students that you
don't need to enjoy
every part of music,
but there is always
something in music

Continued on Page 9.



Washington Wolves Enjoy Leadership LunchUmi Sushi Spices Up No Fuss Lunch
at Washington School

this place once with my friend and I
have been addicted ever since. I liked
the awesome atmosphere and
flavorful dishes and drinks. They
never disappoint.”
Umi Sushi is a popular local
restaurant. The online reviews reflect
the common opinion that the
comfortable atmosphere is a pleasing
aspect of restaurant. Local businesses
are important to the community. Umi
Sushi is definitely a worthy local
restaurant deserving of everyone’s
support. Parents, students and staff
can find the restaurant at 339
Millburn Avenue or call for takeout
at (973)
921-2848.
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By Parris Smith

the bolt back to Zeus before he
wages war against all
humankind. Will Percy get the
bolt in time? Will he save
humanity before Zeus crumples it
in anger? Watch the movie to find
out. The protagonist faces hard
and difficult decisions. Can he
face them once and for all? Like
many other books that are made
into movies, “Percy Jackson and
the Lightning Thief” was changed
in different ways. Chris
Colombus added small details
that were not in the book.

By Olivia Liu and Melody Kang
Millburn’s Umi Sushi restaurant
is part of Washington’s School’s
No Fuss Lunch program. A
Japanese styled restaurant, Umi
Sushi offers sushi, sashimi, a
variety of Japanese soups,
noodles and much more. The
local restaurant offers dine-in,
takeout and delivery. Its busiest
times are at 6-7 pm, with Friday
and Saturday its busiest days.
Unfortunately the restaurant was
flooded from Hurricane Ida, but
it is now open and serving
customers again. Fifth grader
Samaira Singh said, “I think it’s
really good. I love sushi and
Umi Sushi every Friday makes it
ten times better.” Elizabeth Liu,
a former Washington School
student said, “...the bento box
deals are good.”
Unfortunately the restaurant

was flooded from Hurricane Ida,
but it is now open and serving
customers again.Some online
reviews report: “Nice location,
service and staff” and “Tried

her heritage by traveling to
Germany. Her favorite food is a tie
between Mexican and Thai. Blue is
her favorite color, and her favorite
animal is a giraffe. Her favorite
Disney princess is Belle because
“Beauty and the Beast” was one of
the first Broadway shows she saw.
Although Koch loves all of her
duties as a music teacher, she
especially enjoys picking the concert
theme. She tries to make the theme
something that students can all learn
from. This year's theme "The
Rainbow Connection" is a chance
for students to reflect on how to find
ways to get along and make the
world a better place. Washington
School is a much better place ever
since Ms. Koch joined the staff.
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The Leader in Me program at
Washington School has been a
permanent fixture at the
Washington School. Back in
2018, Mr. Mercurio and Mrs.
Emmanoulidies came up with an
idea to expand the program by
making a lunch period related to
leadership, and this year,
Guidance Counselor, Bonnie
Loew has launched a unique
Leadership Lunch Program. Loew
makes her plans based on the
needs of each participating class:
“I usually come up with ideas in
my head and present activities
based on what the class needs to
work on, leadership-wise,” Loew
said. Students seem to be enjoying
the program. Roma Sreeram, a
student from Miss Irving’s class
said, ¨We all came together and
communicated with each other.
We all did multiple activities that
helped us be kind and take control
of ourselves. I think we can add
common games with just a little
leadership twist to them. For
example, when playing tag, if you
tag someone you can give them a

compliment.¨ One of the activities
during leadership lunch is an art
activity. Each student decorates a
piece of paper with markers and
crayons. Once all the pieces are
decorated, Mrs. Loew puts them
together in the shape of a wolf.
Students can find these pieces
made by different classes on the
bulletin board at the entrance of
Washington School.
Student Alisha Anthony said, ¨I

liked the leadership games we
participated in. My favorite game
was charades. I learned better
ways to be kind and how to be
organized. I really enjoyed
leadership lunch.¨ Mrs. Loew is
dedicated to reaching all the
students at Washington School
and helping them have the best
possible experience in fifth grade.

By Liana Narayanan
On February 12, 2010, millions of

Percy Jackson book series fans
around the world were counting the
days for the movie, “Percy Jackson
and the Lightning Thief” to be
released. Since it’s an all time book
favorite, fans were excited to know
if the movie would be as good.
“The Lightning Thief” by Rick
Riordian and directed by Chris
Columbus who also directed “Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer Stone,”
follows the book to tell the story of
an ordinary boy, Percy Jackson
who discovers his father is
Poseidon, king of the sea and the
brother of Zeus, the king of the
gods. Zeus's lightning, the most
powerful weapon in the world, is
stolen. Zeus thinks Percy is the
thief. Jackson has ten days to bring"“Beautyand the Beast” was one of the

first shows Ms. Koch saw on Broadway.

Ms. Koch and Music Make
the World a Better Place

Continued from Page 8.

Ms. Koch doesn't let mask wearing stand in
the way of making music or making
connections with her students. She greets
every fifth grader with a broad smile behind
her mask.

Continued on Page 10.

Each class enjoys a whole week of fun recess
activities during Leadership Lunch, and eats lunch
together with Loew in the Art Room.

Movie Review: “Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief”

Continued on Page 10.

The Washington School Post

Director Chris
Columbus makes
some changes in
the movie, but
stays faithful to
the book's theme.
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AWalk In the Forest
By Lillian Ding

A blanket of white
Covering the forest floor
There’s no soul in sight

Steps crunch the snowbed
Crickets chirp all around me
Wings flap over my head

The cold stings my nose
Other than the cold, I sense
A faint scent of rose

My breath makes a puff
I reach out to touch the tree
The tree bark feels rough

Winter says its goodbyes
As temperatures grow high
For soon spring will rise

Nature’s Way
By Yilan Wu

The sound of the crickets singing
The dusk-painted sky
The wind whispering to the grass
The soft crunch of fallen leaves
Speaks to me

The sunlight pouring over the land
The sounds of laughter from my house
The cries of birds echo through the air
A sharp, strong piercing noise
The feel of the burning, sun-lit sand
The chill of the rough, cold sea
Speaks to me

The gentle pattering against my window
I watch as nature unleashes the rain
The storms rumbling in their deep voice
The puddles of water surrounded by mud
The squirrels rustling among the trees
The creak of the old wooden stairs
The dewdrops on spider webs
Entangled in the grass
The many creatures living
Out in our yard
Speaks to me
And my heart soars
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The Write Stuff: A Collection of Creative Writing

from the Washington School Students

Loew explained how the program runs:
“Leadership Lunch is based on a five-day rotation,
so each class attends for five days in a row. All
classes will participate in Leadership Lunch twice
this year, for a total of 10 days.” Determined to
enhance the lives of all Washington School
students, Loew shared her hopes for the program:
¨I hope that all of the students who come to
leadership lunch, come with an open
mind.” So far, from all the students interviewed,
Leadership Lunch is a resounding success.

Leadership Lunch
Continued from Page 9.

Part of the program is helping to create a bulletin board celebrating
Washington Wolves.

When the weather cooperates, Loew plans both outside and inside activities for
the students to enjoy and to help get to know each other on a deeper level.

Movie Review: “Percy Jackson and the
Lightning Thief”

Continued from Page 9.

For example, Annabeth, daughter of Athena, looks
nothing like Rick Riordian describes her. In the
book, Annabeth has long blonde hair with sky
blue eyes, but in the movie, she is a brunette with
brown eyes. Also, the character, Clarice, daughter
of Ares is introduced in the second movie instead
of the first. People who like action and fantasy will
enjoy the movie. The characters in the movie have
admirable traits like bravery, loyalty, and
determination, which makes the movie exciting.
Rather than becoming disappointed with
differences and changes, movie viewers can delight
in the unexpected when they see their favorite
book come to life on the big screen. Check out the
movie on Amazon Prime or Hulu.

Fall
By Saisha Bhatia

The leaves are falling from the trees,
I feel the lovely autumn breeze.
Orange red yellow brown,
Enchanting colors all around.

Birds are starting to fly away,
I’m waiting for each holiday.
Pumpkins round the houses near,
Looks like Halloween is here!

Days are shorter nights are long,
Plants and trees are staying strong.
Families are giving thanks to all
Snow begins to softly fall.
Winter's coming, winter's near,
I can't believe it's nearly here!

Where I'm From
By Dahlia Bitterman

I’m from hard working parents
And a sometimes moody but loving sister
From big family reunions
With some relatives I don’t know
I'm from seltzer machines
on the kitchen counter
That we use every day
A lecture from my sister every time
I don't fully close the door
A tiny white dog with crusty eyes
Relaxing on the couch all day
I'm from starting to understand math
And FaceTiming friends every second
I'm from laughing loudly
All the time
And stomach issues
Ten times in one day
I'm from clothes to fashion
to being a perfectionist
Family dinners every night
From Allyson and Steven
I'm from you can't start a fire
without a spark

Literary Editor, Olivia Liu



The Write Stuff

This is a Day

Thursday Afternoon

Haiku
By Zihan Zhou

Glowing

Lanterns in the dark
Shimmering, shining, blinking
Nighttime fireflies

Fireflies

The time of summer
The time of fireflies
Time for evening lights

The Wind's Beat
By Olivia Liu

The eagle soars
Along with the wind's beat
Trees follow, swaying.

Roses
By Sophia Harrington

A minty green bush
A flower pops, a red rose
The bush multiplies

Water Lilies
By Purab Mehra

Within the valley
Laid on a pool of crystal
A gleaming lily.
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By Olivia Liu

Yellow
By Aadi Singh

A swarm of bees
A patch of sunflowers
Beaming rays of sunlight

A primed pencil
A fresh glass of lemonade
Piles of gold

An unique idea
A racing cheetah
Fields of corn stretching for miles

A jaguar hunting
A group of chicks pecking
Sudden strikes of lightning

Yellow is hiding
Waiting to surprise you
A every turn.

This is an afternoon for hopeful students
Gazing at the clock patiently fixing their
eyes on the window

Pleading to go outside
Their lost-in-thought-heads anxiously
hoping for the bell to spring them

Sweaty and tired from all their work
They dance with joy when the bell
finally plays its tune

This is a Thursday afternoon for
Students spilling out of the halls
Rushing to fresh air
Shedding masks, free and happy
This is a Thursday afternoon for
students who have homework

And activities and trusted friends
The excited murmurs float from the school
This is a Thursday afternoon to cheer on
All the fifth graders
Who know hard days of working
But who also know the weekend poised
And waiting just for them.
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This is a morning to wake up
And appreciate what you have
Your home, your family, and food on your table.
The unlucky, barely scraping out
Their last bits of joy.
This is an afternoon to stroll in the park
To realize not everyone can enjoy
The lush scent of the flowers
Followed by the vision of colorful trees
And the animals' chorus
This is a night to cry about
How unfair Mother Nature can be
To allow the flames
Which water cannot conquer
To bring homes and lives down to ashes.

By Sophia Harrington

Washington Wolves,

please submit your creative

writing to our Literary Editor,

Olivia Liu, in Ms. Briber's Class: Stories, poems,

memoirs, Literary essays, etc.

Continued from Page 10.

Falling
By Saachi Singh

Leaf turning red
Dancing in the wind
A carpet of colors
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From the Editor’s Desk...

Dear students,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you

all to the 2021 - 2022 school year at Washington
School. Nothing makes me happier than hallways
filled with student voices, and classrooms filled
with learning and laughter.

From the moment I took the helm of the new
fifth grade school, I knew I wanted Washington
School to be a Leader in Me school. Every
teacher and staff member here is dedicated to
bringing out the leader in each and every student.
It is my hope that you take advantage of all the
many leadership opportunities and activities
offered here just for you. Keep looking at the Job
Board, join an after school activity, remember to
log every book you finish reading into our school
wide reading log...In short, participate,
participate, PARTICIPATE!

This is your school. As the first trimester
comes to a close, I hope you are all thinking of
ways you can work a little harder, participate a bit
more, and make your time here as meaningful as
possible.

My best wishes to you and your families for
a happy and safe vacation. May we all return in
January, refreshed and renewed and ready to
make the best of 2022.

Sincerely yours,

Principal and Publisher,
“The Washington School Post”

A Message from our
Publisher and Principal... Dear readers,

Welcome to our first 2021 issue of “The Washington School Post.”
Reflecting back to September, when I first heard the words “Back to
School,” I felt excitement automatically spark, but those words also
brought back memories from the beginning of the pandemic. The last two
years have brought changes to all of our lives which we could have never
even thought we would experience or face. These memories and moments
of masks, social distancing, technical difficulties, and online learning
have taught everyone to adjust to many other difficult moments in our
lives, and to never give up. Almost every current fifth grader and teacher
experienced glitches in Google meets, slow network connections,
chromebook malfunctions and much more. However, these problems
have steered us toward valuable tech tips and cool extensions.

No matter how hard life may seem, it is necessary to try and face the
obstacles in the future. The pandemic has made us stronger, and times of
hardship have helped us in new and innovative ways. As the year of 2021
slowly comes to an end, and we prepare to embark on 2022, I hope that
we will be able to return to a stronger post pandemic life fully prepared
and ready for any challenges that may come our way.

Enjoy your holiday break,

Editor-in-Chief, “The Washington School Post”

Coming up in the our next issue...

Code Day at Washington School
More teacher features
Josh Gerstel's Award-Winning poem
A look at the Environmental Club

and much more!!
The newspaper staff apologizes in

advance for any omissions or mistakes.
We tried our best but


