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Welcome Dr. Asplen!
Sarasota County's New Superintendent

The Sarasota County School Board
recently selected Dr. Brennan Asplen as
the new superintendent of the school
district. With overwhelming support from
the board, Asplen was unanimously
selected as the top candidate. He received
a warm welcome and a hearty
congratulations this past August as he
took over the position.

Dr. Asplen began his career in the
educational field in 1988 after graduating
from the University of Central Florida. He
spent six years as a math teacher at
Lakeview Middle School before moving
to Jackson Heights Middle School to
continue teaching. Asplen’s passion for
teaching and for the community led him
to becoming the dean of students and later
the assistant principal at his own high
school in Seminal County. He moved to
St. John’s County to pursue a career as a

high school principal before advancing to
associate superintendent for human
resources, and deputy superintendent soon
after.

With his many years of experience in
the educational field, Dr. Asplen
previously decided to run for the position
of superintendent in 2016. He was
considered as one of the top three
candidates, but he did not make it in the
final vote. This election however, the
school board collectively agreed that
Asplen was the ideal choice for the
position.
Asplen was thrilled to learn about the
school board’s decision. “It was
fantastic,” he remarked. “When I came
onboard, I received a very warm
welcome. Everyone has been very
hospitable throughout the community and
it has been fantastic.”

His decision to run for superintendent
was sparked by a love of the community,
and a drive to bring his skills and
experience to the school board. Asplen
explained, “I just really enjoy Sarasota…I
I know our school district here has so
much potential. The teachers are amazing,
the students are terrific. As far as the
curriculum is concerned, and the way you
integrate the arts into your curriculum
with your performing arts programs is
fantastic. I just really like all of that, and I

really wanted to bring my experiences that
I had here to Sarasota and just try my best
to elevate Sarasota as we move forward
into the next level.”

As the school year progresses, Asplen
aims to continue to build upon the culture
and climate of the community. His goals
moving forward for the county revolve
around benefitting the students at the heart
of the school district. Asplen details some
of his plans for the future. “Looking at our
achievement gap, I know that that is
something that we are always working on
—trying to elevate all of our students
academically, but really hone in a lot on
that achievement gap. Part of that is
working on the social emotional side of
things: getting to know students, building
relationships, and having caring attitudes
so that students really know we all care
about you and we want to do what is best
for you. So, looking at data and
identifying individuals to help as we move
forward—I know that that is one of the
main things that I am looking at.”

Following his election to the position
in August, Asplen has wasted no time in
bringing new ideas to the table. He plans
to focus on developing the skills and
abilities of students throughout the
community over the next few years. “We
are looking at our pre-k and kindergarten
students and trying to start very, very
early with those students so that we
improve our literacy skills, especially up
through third grade. We really want to
make sure our students are literate and
reading proficient by the third grade.”
says Asplen.

As the new superintendent continues to
make plans for the future, he must also
plan for the challenges that this school
year is currently presenting. Asplen
considers the COVID-19 regulations to be
the biggest struggle thus far. “It’s been a
good five or six months that we’ve been
working through the COVID situation,
and it’s one of those external issues that
you can’t control. It’s almost like you’re
looking through a crystal ball trying to

figure out what to do next because you’re
not sure what the virus is going to do
next.” Asplen explains. “I know we’ve
started to introduce more of the arts back
into place, as far as our events and
allowing some of the events to occur,
which is very, very good. I’m hoping that
as we go into second semester, we’ll
continue to bring back a lot of those
events so we can hopefully have a proper
graduation and a proper prom for
students.”

With Dr. Asplen taking on the position
of superintendent, Sarasota County is sure
to see many new and exciting changes this
school year. “I think I just want all of you
to know that, everybody, all the adults
here care about you so much, and I know
they appreciate you and your families, and
they really work hard to do what’s best for
you academically, and social emotionally.
So, I just want you to know that we listen
to you, everyone listens to you all.
Continue, please, to be a great leader and
speak out and provide your input so we all
can work together. I think that’s really
what I want everybody to know, because
the rest will fall into place as long as I
know we’re all working together on the
same page trying to do the best for the
students.” Asplen concludes.

Sarasota High School sends a very
warm welcome to Dr. Asplen, and looks
forward to this amazing school year to
come!

By Alana Evans
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Sailors Celebrate 2020 Homecoming Week

How Will Halloween Look This Year?

Sailor Spotlight

We have chosen senior and National
Honors Society member Helan Guerra for
our Student Spotlight. During her years as
a student, Helan has done a lot for our
school.

She is passionate about inspiring other
students, especially of lower
socioeconomic backgrounds, to realize the
immense amount of opportunities
education can bring. She's also impressed
upon students the importance of
combating climate change, optimizing
global health, and increasing the empathy
we have for one another.

“In the time that I have left, I plan on
forming strong bonds, raising the
standards, and making use of my dimples
to smile and brighten as many days as
possible!” she says.

Helan plans to receive her
undergraduate education and proceed to
medical school. After, she hopes to pursue
an allergy and immunology specialty and
travel to less developed countries to help
improve their healthcare systems. We at
Sarasota High School thank Helan for all
that she has done and wish her an amazing
senior year!

Though she has been here at Sarasota
High School for three years, this is Mrs.
Gibbens' first year teaching the rigorous
AICE Global Perspectives course, which
is why we selected her for our first Staff
Spotlight.

Since she started working in Sarasota
County 14 years ago, Mrs. Gibbens
ultimately knew she wanted to teach at
Sarasota High School. Before getting her
job at SHS, she taught at Sarasota Military
Academy; a big factor in coming here was
that she had worked with Mr. Jones and
Mr. Chase in the past and wanted to work
with them again.

Many things at SHS have made her
switch worth it, but one experience was
standout: helping Mrs. Garrett with the
One-Nine leadership club. She loves these
club meetings because she can listen in on
the conversations that young women on
campus are having as they talk about
issues that affect their lives. It is
energizing to see students make
connections with each other and to see
them respectively engaging in active
conversations, even if they don't agree
with each other.

Teaching has been a passion of hers
since she was in the second grade. “It
called to me from a young age,” she says.
She has a bachelor's degree in education
with an emphasis in Social Science, and a
master's degree in Curriculum and
Instruction with minor in History.
“What I enjoy most about my career is
seeing young people visibly engaged in
learning.” Mrs. Gibbens says. When an
aha moment occurs and a student's face
lights up with understanding or from
making a connection with other learning,
events, classes, or ideas, she is reminded
of why she chose to be a teacher.

For some, Halloween is the best time
of year, with pumpkins, jack-o-lanterns,
and spooky stories everywhere. Yet, like
many things in 2020, Halloween may
look very different this year. The biggest
question on everyone’s mind is if it will
even happen.

Many are questioning whether they
will be able to trick-or-treat this year. If
they can, will they have to wear a
medical mask in place of a ghoulish
costume? A Sarasota resident and parent
of an SHS student, Danielle, said she’s
not going to let any of her children go out
because of COVID. Sharon, an elderly
resident of Sarasota, said that she would
not let her kids out this Halloween
because of COVID either, since she can't
risk them bringing it back to her.

However, some people in Sarasota
County are planning on a new way of
celebrating Halloween: leaving
prepackaged bags of candy for the tick-
or-treaters at the end of their driveway
while they watch from the door. This will
let them follow the social distancing rule
and still enjoy seeing kids have fun in
their costumes.

Some, though, are planning for their
Halloweens to be very similar to years
past, with trick-or-treaters and dressed up
princesses, goblins and superheroes

searching the neighborhood for the best
candy!

The strangeness of this Halloween,
however, doesn’t stop with just COVID;
there is going to be a full moon on
Halloween night! According to the Old
Farmer’s Almanac, “Despite all the
creative Halloween full moon pictures, a
full moon occurring on Halloween is not
a common occurrence and only happens
every 18 to 19 years.”

If you are trying to decide if you
should go trick-or-treating, here are just a
few of the CDC guidelines to help
prevent the spread of COVID while still
enjoying the holiday. The CDC website,
CDC.gov, suggests that if you plan to
trick-or-treat you follow these
suggestions: “Avoid direct contact with
trick-or-treaters, give treats outdoors if
possible, set up a station with
individually bagged treats for kids to
take, wash hands before handling treats
and wear a mask.”

By Sam Araujo-Goodrick

Symbolically, homecoming activities
are centered around bringing the
community together and celebrating
school spirit, but because of COVID-19
restrictions, many of Sarasota High
School’s homecoming traditions will be
modified in order to accommodate for the
safety of the students. Administration and
staff are working to make this year's
Homecoming Spirit Week as normal and
as exciting as possible.

“We have to wait for what the district
allows us to do.” says Becky Moyer, the
Sarasota High School assistant principle
involved with coordinating Homecoming.

They are working to push the football
games, which are currently at 25%—or

1,750 people—to 40% capacity. “When
you request an increase, you have to
justify it with how you can keep the
students safe,” says Moyer.

Administration will be encouraging
social distancing and masks and will be
reminding students to follow school
procedures. “As many as ten [are allowed
in a group]—so family members, the
people you came with. Every other seat is
also blocked off with tape,” says Amanda
Mavrakis, Sarasota High School’s cheer
coach.

Despite COVID-19's impact,
administration is working to make
homecoming run as similarly to the
previous years’ as possible. “There will
still be a voting ballet for the

Homecoming Court just like prior years.
They’re going to be recognized at the
game. We are already looking at cars for
the court to drive around the track,” says
Moyer. “The only missing piece is the
dance.”

"There [were] about 950 kids in the
gym last year. There’s no way to justify
or get the county to approve a dance,”
states Christopher Leiper, the band
instructor also in charge of planning and
organizing homecoming. With the
restrictions in place, it would be
impossible to get permission for a dance
that the students were hoping for.

“It’s disappointing,” says Sarasota
High School sophomore Anna Davis-
Lunardi. “The Homecoming Dance is a

rite of passage for ninth graders,
especially as their first year.”

There is a lot involved with organizing
the Homecoming Dance that would be
difficult to accomplish with the COVID-
19 restrictions. The Homecoming
Committee begins planning in the
summer, and they are expected to prepare
waivers, sell tickets, devise a theme, and
decorate accordingly. They also must
refer to an “approval list” that changes
daily.

“We arrive at seven [on] Saturday
morning and work nonstop until three,"
says Mr. Leiper.

continued on page 3
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Homecoming Spirit Week in Photos

Club Corner

With every new school year comes
new changes, and 2020 has brought many.
Due to the global pandemic, COVID-19,
there are safety precautions that we must
take here at SHS. Some of those
safeguards include mask wearage, one-
way traffic in the halls, and the desk
shields that constantly fall from our desks.

The students and faculty both have
opinions on these topics, so we sent out a
reporter to record their responses. The
results were mostly negative towards the
new safeguards, though there were still a
few positive opinions. Here is what they
had to say:

School During COVID

What's Happening Now!

"Art has been natural to me... I love it
all, so I don’t feel like I’m working a lot
of the time," said Mrs. Markley, sponsor
of Sarasota High's chapter of the National
Art Honor Society club.

NAHS is a place for students to gather
around people with similar interests to
create art for an audience and to expand
the arts department at Sarasota High.
From the promotion of their art, the
members have raised a whopping $14,000
for senior scholarships in the seven years
the club has been running.

In addition to its community merits,
National Art Honor Society is a fun and
active club, where something is always
going on. As of late, they have been
working on homecoming posters and their
fundraiser calendar. Following NAHS
tradition, they are also actively searching
for new members; even remote learning
members can contribute by working on
the calendar and newspaper ads.

“[NAHS] gives students interested in
art an opportunity to be with like-minded
students. It gives them an opportunity to
use their interest in art for volunteering,"
stated NAHS co-president Madeleine
Harwell.

NAHS meets every Wednesday in
Building 5, Room 204 at 2pm for an hour
but as we all know, you can never rush
art.

One of Sarasota High's more well-
known clubs is D-Fy (Drug-Free Youth).
“D-Fy is an organization of peers who
share the commitment to make positive
choices and live a healthy, drug free life,"
said Alison Phinney, sponsor of D-Fy.

Members of D-Fy are eligible to
receive local discounts at places such as
Tropical Smoothie, Jersey Mikes,
Carousel’s Icery, and more. Along with
those benefits, “at the end of the year we
usually do a dodgeball tournament with
all the other participating students from
other schools," adds Ms. Phinney.

Students can also receive a badge and
a bag as well as additional items to show
commitment to themselves.

“If you are a student that wants to
make that commitment to be drug,
alcohol, and nicotine free, this is just that
kind of extra incentive, I think. Where
there’s no meetings; there’s nothing really
that you have to do other than come take
the test to make sure you’re drug free.”

D-Fy additionally offers leadership
positions while also giving all its
members a bonus on their college
applications, as colleges keep an eye out
for D-Fy members.

Students who made the pledge to be
drug-free met for the first time on
October 19 in the GLC.

Homecoming Week (cont.)
A lot of effort goes into counting for

the King and Queen alone. Everyone in
the school fills out a paper ballet, which
are made into stacks for each teacher and
transferred into Microsoft Excel. It's done
almost entirely by hand to prevent
cheating.

“It takes literal hours; it's awful,” says
Mr. Leiper. “We’ve experimented with
some online web sites before, but the only
real way to do it is by hand...we want to
keep everything fair.”

With the homecoming dance
canceled, instead the school will focus on
Spirit Week by decorating hallways, golf

carts, and having dress up days.
Occurring during the week of October
13, Monday will be "Class Color Day”,
followed by “Tie Dye Day”, “Rock and
Roll Day”, “Generation Day”, and
“Spirit Day” respectively. There is a
possibility that this year's spirit week
will include games and activities,
though administration has not yet
approved the idea. The winning class
may even be rewarded with a field day,
which is also waiting to be approved.

Anna put it well: “A spirit week is
definitely a good way to take people's
minds off COVID in general.”

By William Henkel
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National Art Honor Society

D-Fy

Mr. Faguhla: “The Hallways are
definitely something we will have to adapt
to for sure, but I don’t think it’s the
biggest problem in the world. As for the
desk shields, they probably are our
biggest challenge. I know many of my
students don’t like them, it blocks their
vision, it keeps them constrained, so the
desk shields are probably the first thing
everyone wants to go. However, the
masks are the biggest precaution we can
take. We need to make sure we’re
protected, and they are the biggest factor
keeping teachers and students safe.
Hopefully everyone stays safe.

continued on page 5

By Graham Downes



occasionally I'll see one pull it down for a
second and I totally get that, but, overall,
they’re really good about that. I have a
little bit of a different situation for the
desk shields because my desks are really
big and they have enough room for them.
I personally like the desk shields just for
the extra safety. As far as the one-way
traffic, students aren’t really following it.”

Ms. Dancyzk: “I think the masks are
good, especially at this time. I think it’s
good to not only protect ourselves, but
each other as well. The desks shields are a
good idea in theory, but not so much in
action. They are falling quite a bit in my
class, however. I think the one-way traffic
is good; seems that traffic is flowing
better.”

Ms. Forrest: The one-way traffic is
great; I think it's good for students not
walking face to face with each other. I
think the masks are the most important
thing as far as keeping everyone safe. I

think the desk shields are not effective at
all. They fall over, they’re not really
protecting the students, especially the
ones sitting exactly next to them.”

Darlton Kenton: “The one-way traffic
isn’t the best thing because I sometimes
have to walk all the way around the
building just to get to one class. The
masks are really useful because they are
keeping me and others safe. Lastly, I
don’t like the desk shields; they fall over
constantly.”

Coach Latronica: “As far as the masks
go, it affects us in P.E. the most because
of our breathing and for me it falls down,
so I'll have to pull it up when I'm talking.
The desks shields are super flimsy; they
fall all the time, even with the clips. I also
don’t like them because the side panels
are black, so I can’t see what's on the desk
from my desk. The one-way traffic for me
doesn’t seem much different from any
other school year. Kids are going the way

they need to go at the shortest route
possible.”

Julian Flores: “For the masks, I
personally have glasses, so it fogs them up
and so that’s very bothersome. For desk
shields, it depends on where you sit in
class because all of them cover up the
board, so you have to get a good angle if
you're all the way in the back. With the
traffic, it's sometimes a hassle to walk
around the building for a class or even a
bathroom.”

Obviously, the restrictions are not ideal
for the school year. However, it is in
everyone's best interests to continue to
follow them until a hopeful return to
normalcy.

School During COVID (cont.)

What's Happening Now!

Club Corner (cont.)

Student Government is an
organization that provides a democratic
forum in which students can address
school related issues, act as a voice for
the student population, and maintain a
continuous communication channel
between students, faculty, and
administration. The club offers a program
focused on projects benefiting SHS, and
planning, facilitating, and improving
student involvement for campus-wide
activities.

Meetings will be both virtual and in-
person. Leadership is currently working
on implementing innovative ways to
bring community service opportunities to
members all while abiding by COVID-19
regulations.

"We will do our best to have some of
our traditional activities once some of the
COVID restrictions are lifted [such as
powderpuff football, powderpuff
volleyball, prom, and the dodgeball
tournament]," said Mrs. Brown about
hopeful club activities.

Leadership this year is:
President: Kassidy Saba
Vice-President: Liv Oliver
Club supervisor:Mrs. Brown
Student Government has been run by

Mrs. Brown for 7 years, and she was a
member of the club when she was in high
school over 25 years ago.

Meetings will be held in Building 14,
Room 203 or on Teams during 6th
Lunch, and after school on Tuesdays.

Student Government

Emily Chuc: “I don’t personally
think the one-way traffic is a good idea
because everyone is crowded into one
area. The desk shields are probably what
help the least; I can barely even see the
board in the front of the classroom
because of it. The mask, so far, is the
best idea with all of the coronavirus
[sic].”

Mr. Zacharias: “I do think the masks
are effective. When I look around class I
see all my students wearing them, but
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Coach Latronica Darlton Kenton Julian Flores

The kid-friendly Zombie Drive-Thru
event had candy, popcorn, and
refreshments for their patrons. Kids
dressed up like it was Halloween, and
there were a lot of zombies. It was fun
and interactive with dancing, games,
food, and an overall great time for the
family.

We're so proud of our theatre
department--hopefully all of their
performances run this smoothly as we
navigate through this year!

“BAMM” from ‘Z.O.M.B.I.E.S’ on the
Disney Channel and Michael Jackson’s
famous “Thriller” dance, were
performed. When asked about her
thoughts on the show, Kaitlin said, “It’s
going to be difficult, but I’m very
excited.”

With the COVID-19 restrictions, it
was interesting to see how the drama
program would maneuver through the
inevitable obstacles. There were 25 actors
participating in the show, along with 25
crew members working behind the
scenes, with members of the Key Club
contributing as well.

On October 29, from 6pm to 9pm, a
‘Zombie Drive-Thru’ show was
performed by the SHS theater department
in the Tami Sola parking lot. The drive-
thru was sponsored by All Faiths Food
Bank, so all that was required for entry
was a canned good and a ticket. Ticket
reservations were found on the Sarasota
High theater website, shstheater.com.

The show took the form of a musical
drive-thru that depicted how to survive a
zombie apocalypse. There were two
scenes directed by student directors Dana
Zolla and Kaitlin McCord, as well as a
special finale at the end that included all
of the actors. Dana explains the drive-
thru show as “an electrifying and safe
ride for kids and parents filled with
comedy.”

In the show, dances, such as

By Reece Zittle

Zombie Drive-Thru comes to life on campus
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Brody Wiseman takes over as head coach at
start of Sailors 2020 season

With a new season starting under very
uncertain conditions, our varsity football
team is looking to start a promising new
era under new head coach Brody
Wiseman. In their shadow is the freshman
team, the future of the Sarasota High
School football program. The varsity team
is 2-3 with losses from Charlotte, Port
Charlotte, and Venice, so the season
hasn’t started exactly as hoped. However,
it’s a sprint, not a marathon; no one
knows what the future holds for the team.
With a can-do attitude, they can overcome
any obstacle.

At only 28 years old, Wiseman, who
attended the University of Tampa and the
University of South Florida, was surprised
to see himself taking over as head coach.
He believes the Sailors are an incredibly
talented young team that just needs to
learn a little more. He thinks that, with
more experience, the Sailors could beat
talented teams such as Manatee and
Riverview, and they could even be
contenders for the state championship.

Coach Brody says most players have a
bright future and are very promising to
play college football for a particularly
good school. One position that has a very

promising future is the offensive line
since most of them are juniors, meaning
they will be back to play football next
year. With even more experience than
they did last year and Coach Wiseman’s
influence, the offensive line has the
potential to carry the Sailors to victory.

A small contributor to Brody’s plan to
improve the team’s playing is the team
manager, Gehrig Contarino. He films
practices and games, which helps the
football team see what mistakes they
made during practices and games so they
can determine what they need to improve
on. With these resources the team can
improve the next run and sometimes get a
touchdown on the next play.

Coach Brody has a goal at Sarasota
High: to serve as head coach for as long
as someone like Clyde Metcalf, who has
been the head baseball coach for 38 years.
Hopefully, with a long-term goal like that,
Coach Brody Wiseman can win our
beautiful school another banner reading
“State Champions”. In the present,
though, the Sailors have a lot to learn—
luckily, they’ve got a lot of time to do it.

The unexpected end to 2020's Sailor Volleyball

Sailor Sports

The culture of the Sarasota High
School Volleyball team has undergone a
complete transformation this 2020 season.
This sudden change was caused by
multiple factors, including a new head
coach and the coronavirus.

The new head coach, Coach Ramon,
helped bring the team together as one unit,
and soon, one family. Coach Ramon
worked hard to create a new and positive
environment for the volleyball program
and many of the returning girls from last
year's volleyball team instantly bought into
the new regiment.

The Sailors' starting outside,
sophomore Alexis Perry, wrote, “Coach
Ramon came into the program with a
positive attitude, and was determined to
make us into a stronger team.

“This season especially, being very
different from others, showed perfectly
how good of a coach he is. He stuck
through maybe one of the hardest seasons,
showing how much he really cares for the
team," she added.

The coronavirus impacted every sports
team at Sarasota High School, including
the volleyball team. Players are now
required to maintain a safe distance from
each other at all times. These
circumstances led to many of the players
feeling like they formed a more unique
bond, rather than ones borne from the
traditional team bonding customs. Perry

lamented the change, “We missed out on
things like team sleepovers, team dinners,
team breakfasts, and many team bonding
activities.” However, returning varsity
senior Laney Mulhollen said, “The team
grew really strong and fed off each other’s
energy well on the court; we still talk daily
and have a stronger bond than in previous
years due to corona [sic].”

Throughout the season, volleyball was
a way for the Lady Sailors Volleyball
Team to escape the stress of the pandemic.
For most of the season, the coronavirus did
not have a direct effect on the volleyball
season; it was not until the last week of the
Lady Sailors' regular season that the virus
impacted the team directly. Most of the
players were sent home due to possible
exposure to coronavirus.

Thus, the abrupt ending of the season
was upon them. Senior volleyball players,
Logan Giasson, Gaby Diaz, Grace Tyree,
and Laney Mulhollen were forced to cut
their final season short. For most of the
seniors, those games were supposed to be
their last in uniform. Grace Tyree and
Laney Mulhollen both agree that, “We are
sad we are missing the last of our games.”

Despite the Lady Sailor Volleyball
Team’s 2020 season being cut short by the
pandemic, it did not take away from the
players’ experiences together. The new
regiment under Coach Ramon is excited
for next season and optimistic that the
team will return ready and better than ever.

By Logan Giasson
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Senior varsity player Grace Tyree making a
pass

Alexis Perry making a kill

2020 varsity football coach Brody Wiseman

By Gehrig Cantarino
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Track teams run into 2020

Many people have been wondering
how this unprecedented year will affect
SHS cross-country and track team meets.
Will they run with masks on? What
accommodations will have to be made for
races? Running in Florida is already
difficult with the heat—just stepping
outside feels like walking into an oven,
and the humidity is making it even
worse! Running in these extreme
conditions has made the Cross-Country
Sailors hardworking and resilient, and
they still place well in their races with
their perseverance.

We interviewed the cross-country
coach, and he has told us this year isn't as
different as the other years—the teams
don’t have to wear masks or run
according to social distancing.

About the last meet cross country had,
boys’ and girls’ coach Mr. Stevenson
stated, “The boys cross-country
dominated the Tri-County, winning the
meet with only 52 points. The second-
place team, IMG Academy, scored 80
points. The boys also took home the
Sarasota County Championship, led by a
slew of runners: Orlando Cicilioni placed
1st overall, Will Hartvisgen placed 6th,
and Robbie Stiff placed 7th. The girls’
cross-country team placed 2nd place at
Tri-Country and placed 1st in County.
They were led by Kasumi Wade, placing
8th, and Last year at the Tri-County meet,
the boys’ Sailor team placed 1st place
overall Ella Menke, placing 11th
overall.”

The Lady Sailors placed 3rd with a
total of 109 points. Our cross-country

By Allan Bizarro

Sailors Go LIVE

Upcoming Winter Sports

When it comes to events in today's
new normal, it is hard to be sure if
anything will go to plan. As far as Sailors
Sports are going right now, this seems to
hold true. We have already seen problems
with COVID impacting our school’s
volleyball and baseball players. So far, the
baseball schedule has not been affected,
as it is a spring sport, but the volleyball
season was sadly cut short.

Given what has been happening, this is
what we can expect for the upcoming
winter sports (given there are no
adjustments):

A long-awaited Boys' Basketball
season is set to start on November 12th,
with our Varsity Sailors first game on
November 24th against the North Port
Bobcats. Last season we were able to
come out on top against the Bobcats for
our season opening game, and won once
again later in the season. Hopefully we

can expect the same result from the new
varsity roster after losing seven seniors to
graduation, including Thomas Pack, thus
breaking the T. Pack trio. This leaves star
player Terrell Pack (senior), and younger
brother Tyler (sophomore) to create more
scoring opportunities.

As for Girls' Basketball, they are set to
start up on October 26th with their first
game against Dunbar High School. Last
year they faced Dunbar and ended up
leaving with a loss, so are hoping for a
turn-around this year.

The soccer season started on October
19th (earlier than last season), for both the
boys and the girls. The boys are coming
off a very successful season and hold high
hopes for that success to stretch into the
new year, starting with their first game
against Cardinal Mooney High School.
The girls’ team will play their first
preseason game against Cardinal Mooney

By Ryan Allison
as well.

In regards to wrestling, the season
will start on November 9th, and the Girls’
Weightlifting started back up on October
12th. It will be exciting to see what our
Sailor winter sports teams have in store
for us in their upcoming seasons, and we
can only hope there will be no more
complications with schedules as a result
of COVID.

teams have been doing exceedingly well
these last meets!

On Saturday, October 31, the cross-
country teams will meet for the Districts
race in North Port. The girls will
compete at 8:00am and the boys will
compete at 8:30am. We wish the Sailor
Cross-Country teams good luck on their
season and to keep up the hard work in
their races!

Orlando Cicilioni runs the Tri-County
race in North Port

Sarasota High Boys' Soccer try-outs 2020

Sarasota High School’s Media
Department has a brand-new upgrade!
This exciting new development will be
beneficial to all our Sailors! 2020 has
forced us all to adapt to new procedures
and rules; whether it be limited capacity
at events, or social distancing and masks,
it has affected all the things we love.
With the help of Mr. Jones, we now have
the capability to run live-streaming
events from our own campus, or from
any other school. This gives all our
Sailors, near and far, the chance to cheer
on their hometown team, or to be a part
of all the other activities we have on
campus!

One of the creators of the original
Sailor Vision, Ms. Dweck, said, “The
live-streaming test run during the 2020

Homecoming game was a great success,
and now we are ready to try it live at the
Sarasota vs. Riverview game.

On Friday night of November 6, the
Sailor Vision Live Team, which is mostly
made up of students, will be set up to the
left of the arches. They will have a full
stage, lights, and possibly their 24-foot
production trailer. The stream will consist
of a pre-game show, the full football
game, and a post-game show. There will
also be two adult anchors hosting the
livestream, and all the camera and
reporting work will be done by our own
Sailor Vision student interns.

If you are interested in being on the
live stream and part of the action, stop by
the booth and give Sailor Nation a wave!
If you can’t be with us for this big cross-
town rivalry game, make sure and
subscribe to the Sarasota High School
YouTube channel. “This is just the
beginning of Sailor Vision Live,” Dweck
advised. “We will have many more
events! Basketball, soccer, and theater are
just a few of our upcoming shows, so
make sure to subscribe and turn on the
bell!”

By The Sarasotan Team

Nathaniel Goetz works hard at Tri-
County


