
There's always been rumours
of a haunted area under the
auditorium at Pineywoods
Community Academy, but those
stories go much deeper than that:
the school actually sits on a Cold
War relic.
During the Cold War, this

underground area and tunnel
system under the school - known
around PCA as "The Dungeon" -
was a designated fallout shelter.

So I set out to investigate.
Mr. Darden explained that this

area is now used as storage area
for the school. We walked into a
gloomy room with concrete walls
filled with old desks and class
furniture.

There were breaches in the
walls that exposed the dark
underbelly of the school. A large
hole in the wall stood out like a
sore thumb, as it was about four
feet wide.

Mr. Darden explained that it
was once attached to a furnace
and the tunnel went all the way to
the auditorium and that's how the
school was once heated.
We continued exploring. Mr.

business and facility capacity to
100 percent.

"We must now do more to
restore livelihoods and normalcy
for Texans by opening Texas 100
percent," Abbott said.

He explained that Texas has
made "incredible advancements,"
allowing the state to open up to
full capacity.

However, Abbott is not forcing
all stores and businesses to open
up completely. He is allowing
them to implement their own
protocols and limitations,
including requiring patrons to
continue to wear face coverings in
stores and businesses.
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PCA sits on Cold War relic

Darden guided me to another area
that was once used as a weight
room. Now unusable, the large
open area was filled with water
and had clearly been left alone for
years.

Before this campus was PCA,
it was owned by a marketing
company.

Before that it was Lufkin
Junior High. During this time,
there were placards outside the
school that identified it as a
designated fallout shelter. In case
of an emergency, people would

On April 20, former
Minneapolis police officer Derek
Chauvin was convicted of
murdering George Floyd.

Chauvin was found guilty of
second-degree murder, third-
degree murder and manslaughter.

The verdict came after three
long weeks of testimony from 45
witnesses. The deliberations lasted
ten hours.

In the event caught on camera,
Chauvin was seen kneeling on
Floyd's back and neck for nine
minutes, which resulted in his
death. An autopsy confirmed that
Floyd died of respiratory failure.

The verdict caused a wave of
relief across the country.

"It was a murder in the full
light of day and it ripped the
blinders off for the whole world to
see the systemic racism,"
President Joe Biden said. "This
can be a giant step forward in the
march toward justice in America."

On July 2, 2020, Governor
Greg Abbott issued a decree
stating all Texans must wear a
face mask, covering the mouth
and nose.

Approximately 114 days later,
the mask mandate was lifted, and
Gov. Abbott opened Texas's

PCA plans return to normal next school year

By Aidan James, staff writer
By Aidan James, staff writer

By Halle Havard, contributing writer

An underground area of "The Dungeon" that once served as a weight room for PCA students.

Our campus back when it was Lufkin HS.Protesters hold signs to to protest racism.

Regular hand washing has been important

in preventing the spread of COVID -19.

Chauvin guilty

Pineywoods Community
Academy's administration decided
that it would be best for the safety
of the school and students to
continue wearing masks for the
remainder of the school year.

According to a letter from
director Dr. Ken Vaughn, PCA
realizes that the family dynamics
vary from student to student. Some
students have young children at
home, and some live with family
members who may be at-risk or
elderly.

Next year, however, PCA will
return to face-to-face instruction
and face coverings will not be
mandatory.

"I'm happy to hear they're
doing that," freshman Zeke
Shepherd said. "Sometimes the
masks get aggravating. Plus
young children can get
vaccinated now, so I will feel
safer at school and am glad we
can go back to normal."

seek shelter in the old gym and
the underground areas.

All the rooms had an
uncomfortable vibe and made me
see how fearful the Cold War
must have been. It makes me
wonder what other secrets the
school may be hiding.



Mrs. Trahan: First in her family

Students go the distance to attend PCA

Challenge for Mrs. Christian

be successful. That inspired me."
But her English teacher wasn't

the only one; Trahan's Spanish
teacher also motivated her to
attend college.

"Mrs. Louper always set clear
expectations and her class was
very structured, so I excelled
because of this," Trahan said. "I
wanted to be as good as her and
impact students in the same way."
Despite the difficulties she faced

in high school, she still loved
learning and wanted to continue
her education.

"There was always the
expectation that I was just going to
go to college," she explained. "It
wasn't really ever an option."

Trahan was the first in her
family to attend college and
graduated from SFA with a
Bachelors degree in English. She
hopes her experience motivates
others to pursue college and stay
focused on their goals.

Trahan's advice:
"Don't think of higher education

as an option," she said. "Do
whatever you have to do to make
it work."
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Immediately after her fall, she
knew that her ankle was broken.

"It was very wobbly,” Mrs.
Christian explained.

Since most of Texas was out
of water and power, she had to
wait two weeks before she
received any type of treatment for
her ankle. She eventually
underwent a one-hour procedure
to repair her ankle.

At the time, she was very
worried about her students and
how everything would turn out.

"Everything all came out better
than I thought, " Christian said.

She is thankful for how helpful
teachers and students have been.

"I might keep my walking stick
even after recovery," she said.
"The threat of it seems to make it
easier to get students' immediate
compliance," she joked.

Most students know Mrs.
Trahan as the scary English
teacher: she's determined, hard-
working and strict.

But few know that she became
the first in her family to obtain a
college degree.
Trahan graduated Santa Fe High

school in 2013. Surprisingly, she
didn't enjoy high school much and
had a difficult time making
friends.

"We moved just before I started
high school, so I didn't know
anyone," Trahan said. "Because of
this, high school was kind of a
struggle and I didn't have many
friends."

However, she had some good
teachers along the way with
whom she developed good
relationships, including her
English teacher Mrs. Hoff.

"In her class, and for the first
time, I felt like I was actually
good at something," Trahan said.
"She was really encouraging an
and always gave grace, and that
meant a lot. She was also a
younger teacher, and it was so
refreshing to see someone young

An unprecedented winter storm
overwhelmed Texas in February,
leaving many residents in
distress. Most Texans have fully
recovered from the storm's
aftermath.

However, PCA teacher Mrs.
Christian is still in the process of
recovering.

During the storm, Mrs.
Christian slipped and broke her
ankle on an iced-over sidewalk
while visiting her daughter in
Austin.
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One unique trait about PCA is
that some of our students drive
quite a way to get to school.

Junior Dylan Seymore, who
lives in Wells, drives the farthest
distance to school.

"It takes me thirty minutes to
complete the drive," he explained.
He has to leave his house by
6:45am to combat traffic and be at
school on time.
While Seymore says he does not

mind the commute, he wishes it
were shorter, as he has to spend
roughly $65 a week on gas.

To keep himself entertained on
his long drive, he listens to music,
averaging around eight or nine
songs per trip.

"I tend to listen to Christian
songs because it is a great way to

start my day on a positive note,"
he said. "I like Toby Mac, Chris
Tomlin and other similar artists."

Unfortunately, his commute
increases his risk of getting into a
wreck. In fact, Seymore has had a
few close calls, including the time
a cop almost T-boned him.

"I've hit so many rabbits,
squirrels, and birds while driving
that it is just normal for me now,"
he said.

By Andrew Foster, contributing writer

Mrs. Trahan shares a popular young adult literature title in her classroom library.

Mrs. Christian is dressed up for Super Hero

Day during Homecoming Spirit Week.

Junior Dylan Seymore

The Timberwolf Times is seeking journalists to join the PCA

newspaper staff. If you are interested in participating in UIL Journalism events or

learning about news writing, editing, layout/design and photography, see Mrs.

Lowrance in portable 4 or email @ rlowrance@pcacharter.net for more info.

EXTRA!

EXTRA!



OPINION: Russia
greatest threat to world peace

Drilon Ismaili: his father's journey from
Albania to the United States

Visiting with the Valedictorian

Ismaili spent six months in jail
and then made his way to Lufkin,
TX upon his release.
That's where Drilon's story begins.

Ismaili met Drilon's mom while she
was working at a Lufkin hotel. The
two hit it off and had Drilon.

Ismaili still keeps his Albanian
values and has taught his children
the culture. Ismaili's sister, who
came with him to the States,
married another Albanian who
owns the Manhattan restaurant
where Gzim currently works.

He is now an American citizen
and enjoying life in America.

Timberwolf Times
Q: What is the most important
thing you learned in high school?
A: The most important lesson is to
not think about and constantly stress
about your future. While your future
is definitely a significant thing to
think about, do not let it control and
manipulate every action you make. It
can easily ruin your high school
experience and make you miss out.
Q: Who has been the biggest
influence in your life?
A: My biggest influence has been my
grandpa. He was the first person to
really get me interested in aviation
and has heavily influenced my
decision on going to the Air Force, as
he too served in the air force.
Q: What has been your favorite
part of attending PCA?
A: My favorite part has been the
people that I've met along the way.
The teachers are amazing and the
students have been some of the most
awesome friends I'll ever have. There
is an amazing feeling of camaraderie.
Q: What advice would you give to
incoming freshmen?
A: Don't stress about grades, but
definitely do your best to keep them
up. Freshman year is when grades
start to really impact your future, so
at the very least, give it your best.
Don't spend your time worrying;
instead, enjoy the ride.

Some may not know that our
fellow classmate, senior Drilon
Ismaili, is Albanian and his father
is an immigrant from Albania.

Drilon's father, Gzim Ismaili,
is a very eccentric person and has
an even more eccentric story of
how he got here.

Ismaili grew up in Gjilan,
Kosovo during a time when
Albania was experiencing civil
war and Kosovo was at war with
Yugoslavia .

He and his sister fled to Italy,
where he bought a fake Italian
passport for a couple thousand
dollars and caught a flight to
Houston, TX.

When he arrived in Houston,
all seemed to be going well until
he hit TSA and his papers were
examined for legitimacy.

"Well the guy was Italian,"
Ismaili said, referring to the TSA
worker. Ismaili's scheme was
discovered when he was unable
to converse in Italian with the
worker.

While many individuals are
challenged with even spelling
“valedictorian,” PCA senior
Kaden Eastwood has claimed that
title as his own for the past four
years of his high school career.

As Eastwood is wrapping up
his time here at PCA, he is setting
his sights on the future, and he has
some honorable goals in mind.

I had the great opportunity to
interview Kaden and gained some
valuable insight into how he has
achieved such admirable success
and also what he has learned
throughout this momentous
journey.
Q: What has been the most
challenging part of becoming
valedictorian?
A: I think the most difficult part
has been working hard to keep my
grades up while still trying to
maintain social relationships,
working long shifts, and trying to
get sleep in between those
activities. It's hard to get all of
those goals accomplished, so
something must be a side goal
while you work on others.
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I don't want to sound like a
Boomer and I realize the 1960s
are far behind us, but Russia
continues to generate
controversy and worry from
other democracies.

That's if you can call it a
democracy.

Recently Putin has signed a
law allowing him to run for two
more terms. He has already been
in office for 16 years. Russia's
elections being fair or not is up
for debate, but based on their
intervention in our own
elections, I think we can assume
the latter.

Putin in power seems to be
inevitable in Russia, and just like
the last paranoid tyrant, he's not
a fan of his opposition.

Recently, Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny was
mysteriously poisoned. This was
obviously Russia's doing and has
caused backlash from the worlds
other rich democracies.

Even more recently Russia sent
100,000 troops to the Ukraine
border, heightening tensions even
more.

The move was completely
inappropriate and seems to be
from a country that wants to test
the waters with how much they
can get away with.

In addition, Putin also signed a
law banning same-sex marriage.

This country's leader pesters
bordering countries, oppresses
minorities and has a leader who
ensures he remains in power for
as long as he wants.

These are very clear warning
signs that we've learned from
history.

Q: Where do you plan to
attend college, and what
career do you want to
pursue?
A: I will attend Texas A&M in
August and pursue a degree in
Aerospace Engineering. I will
take part in the Air Force
ROTC program to hopefully
serve as a pilot in the US Air
Force. After, I want to work as
an aerospace engineer for
SpaceX or NASA.

Q: How are you able to balance
all of your schoolwork, sports,
and extracurricular activities?

A: That has probably been the
good part about this school year.
When Angelina College
transitioned online, it left me
with a lot of free time to manage
work, homework, and any other
activities I wanted to take part in.

By Jordan Armstrong, staff writer

By Aidan James, staff writer By Aidan James, staff writer

Kaden Eastwood is PCA's 2021 Valedictorian.

A young Drilon Ismaili and his father



maintains a postive, happy attitude.
A typical day for Mr. Darden involves

waking early to get to school at 6am. He
unlocks the doors, prepares the car line
around 6:30am, then directs traffic and
heads inside to help the teachers with
whatever they need.

Darden is pretty much the first one in
and the last one out at PCA. That's just
one more reason to appreciate all of his
hard work on campus.

Timberwolf Times

that she cannot do everything at once.
For Havard, a typical day at the bakery

involves waiting on customers, baking
amazing treats, preparing for the upcoming
day and washing dishes.

Havard says that she feels very blessed.
"I love every part of my job," she said. "I'm
surrounded by some great people."

Havard said she would definitely love
to have a career in the culinary field in the
future.

"Although it can be stressful at times, I
really have an awesome time every single
shift," she said. Havard's upbeat attitude and
positive work ethic are truly something to
be admired.
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Everyone should know about PCA's
friendly, energetic maintenance worker,
Mr. Darden.

He's a wonderful character at
Pineywoods Community Academy and he
always has a smile on his face, even though
he usually has a full schedule repairing
things around the school and ensuring
everything is running properly.

Darden has worked at PCA for six years.
Before this, he owned a trucking company
and was a truck driver.

He said his favorite thing about PCA is
the students, which is not surprising. He
cares very much about the student body at
PCA and works hard to keep the school in
order so students have a safe place to learn.

I asked him what was something not
many people knew about him.

"My age," he said. "I am 65."
Despite this, Darden looks and acts

much younger, and is always outgoing and

Unsung hero

A Sweet Gig

April 30th marked President Joe Biden's first
100 days in office. President Biden has responded
to the many economical and political issues that
Americans are currently facing.

During the election, President Biden made
several promises concerning the Covid-19 virus,
among them increasing vaccine availabilty. He
vowed that within his first 100 days in office, at
least 100 million citizens would become
vaccinated. Currently, over 230 million shots have
been administered. The United States has more
people vaccinated than any other country
worldwide.

President Biden also created the American
Rescue Plan, a $1.9 trillion stimulus bill intended to
reduce the negative impact that the pandemic had
on the nation's economy.

Regarding foreign policies, President Biden has
enforced strict sanctions on Russia as a result of
Moscow's interference in the most recent
presidential election.

Lastly, and also somewhat controversial, Biden
has pledged to expand the number of refugees and
immigrants allowed in the United States.

However, many seem hopeful for the future
with Biden at the forefront, as he attempts to create
some sense of unity since being sworn into office.

Biden's First 100 Days

By Aidan James, staff writer

President Joe Biden

Mr. Darden

By Halle Havard, contributing writer By Jordan Armstrong, staff writer

For many teenage students, landing
that first job is crucial to a classic high
school experience. While occupations
and job fields may differ, there is still
extensive knowledge, experience, and
valuable lessons that can be obtained
through any kind of employment. In this
issue, the job spotlight features PCA
junior Halle Havard, who is currently
employed as a baker at Farmhouse
Bakery in Lufkin.

"I always loved to bake, ever since I
was a little girl," Havard said. That love
is what she says enticed her to work as a
baker. So when she learned of the job
opening, she "jumped at the opportunity."

Apart from learning to bake lots of
delicious sweets, she said she has also
grown as a person while working at the
Bakery.

"Being immersed in customer service,
I have been pushed beyond my
introverted personality," Havard said.

In addition, she has also learned how
to take things one step at a time and sees



Military coup in Myanmar

The Shooting of Ma'khia Bryant

people were killed in a protest.
Military commander-in-chief

Min Aung Hlaing has taken
power.
He has a history of controversy

and has been sanctioned and
condemned for the military's
attack on ethnic minorities.

A group of Muslims in
Rohingya have now been
targeted by the military, who call
them illegal immigrants.

Thousands have been killed
and at least 700,000 have fled to
Bangladesh following a
crackdown in 2017.

Numerous countries have
condemned the military
takeover. The United States, the
UK and European Union have
all responded by imposing
sanctions on the military.

Many southeast Asian
countries have been trying to
diplomatically end the crisis.
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By Aidan James, staff writer

A military coup has recently
taken place in Myanmar.

The military seized control
after the general election. Ms Suu
Kyi's party won it by a landslide.

The military backed the
opposition who demanded a
recount, claiming fraud.

In fact, the military tried to
justify the takeover and said it
was in the name of democracy.

Ms Suu Kyi was captured and
taken to an unknown location.
The public has responded
negatively and Myanmar has
experienced protest since the
coup took place.

The military declared a state
of emergency for one year. They
have imposed curfews and limits
of gatherings. They've also used
water cannons, rubber bullets,
and live ammunition to try to
subdue protesters.

In March, more than 100

On April 20, police in
Columbus, Ohio fatally shot 16-
year-old Ma’khia Bryant.

Police body camera footage
showed Bryant charging at
another person with a knife before
she was shot by police.

A chaotic 911 call from an
unknown person brought the
police to the scene.

“We got these grown girls over
here trying to fight us. Trying to
stab us. Trying to put their hands
on our grandma,” the caller said.
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By Aidan James, staff writer

Read! Read! Read!
Take the opportunity this summer
and get better at reading. College
classes require writing many
research papers and essays, and
reading regularly can help you
improve your writing skills. Here
are some staff recommendations.

The Aux
"Baby Boy"

(Childish Gambino)

"We Find Love"

(Daniel Caesar)

"Say it Ain't So"

(Weezer)

Netflix
The Irishman

Jurassic Park

Marriage story

One Hundred
Years of
Solitude
This story is set in
the fictional town of
Macondo and
details the magical
events that happen
there.

Entertainment: staff picks

To Kill A
Mockingbird
A story of racism
in the Jim Crow
south. Possibly one
of the greatest
novels ever
written. A true
classic.

Things
Fall Apart
This is a tale
of British
colonialism
and its effect
on 1800s
Nigeria.

Protesters raise their fists to demonstration o solidarity.

COVID-19 vaccines now available

-Sam's Club
-Walmart
-CVS
-Walgreens

*Appointments required at most locations*



Texas Roadhouse coming to LufkinPCA basketball season: an overview

Students say: What changes would you like to see at PCA?
Timberwolf Times

By Aidan James

The PCA Boys Varsity
Basketball, coached by Mr. Brian
Kruk, had a 7-18 overall season and
a 4-8 district season. All players had
an amazing season and put their
best foot forward.

PPG
#11 - Barret Gabehart - 8.8
#52 - Blake Harris - 12.7
#14 - Slade Havard - 6.1
#21 - Connor Nelson - 5.3
#4 - Drilon Ismaili - 2.7
#20 - Ashby Carnes - 3.9
#15 - Seth Hamilton - 4.9
#2 - Angel Santander - 4.0
#0 - Brandon Gabehart - 8.0

Pineywoods in action

PCA Homecoming King and Queen:
Kaden Eastwood and Zoey Kelley.
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Students collaborate on a Biology

assignment in Bentley's classroom.

If you've driven past the Lufkin Mall recently, you have probably
seen lots of construction in the parking lot. This will be the location of
the new restaurant Texas Roadhouse.

According to their website, they're famous for ribs, steaks, and
their irresistible fresh baked bread.

The restaurant is currently advertising an opening for a service
manager and kitchen manager with other opportunities soon available.

Students

work

together on

a chemistry

lab in Mrs.

Jordan's

classroom.

offering more events would
increase school spirit. They
point out that many other
local schools offer a variety of
dances and events, even in the
midst of current COVID

Junior Brianna Ramirez
wishes PCA would consider
hosting a Homecoming dance.
Currently, the school has only
parent - sponsored Prom.
Many PCA students feel that

Leading stats:
-Highest Fgp - Blake Harris - 55%
-Most Steals - Barrett Gabehart - 42
-Most blocks - Blake Harris - 66
-Highest Ft% - Ashby Carnes - 68.4%
-Most Assist - Slade Havard - 72
-Highest 3pt - Drilon Ismaili - 31%

By Andrew Foster

By Andrew Foster, contributing writer

Blake Harris gets ready to take a contested layup.

Juniors Mikaili Turner and Trenity Johnson

restrictions.
Junior Adam Mcfarland wishes that

PCA would remodel the auditorium.
He explains that almost every row
consists of at least one broken chair.

Junior Faith Thomspon, said that
she would like it if the school would
look into funding more sports, rather
than just basketball. Other students
also wish PCA would offer a variety of
other sports, including volleyball.

Lastly, Junior Hayden Reed, said
that he would like more variety when it
comes to school lunch. Even though
cafeteria staff work hard to provide
nutritious meals, he says the lunch
schedule is very predictable and wishes
that Chef could surprise the students
every once in a while with a new meal.

A recent survey asked current PCA
students to answer an important
question: “What do you think should
be changed at PCA?”

Their answers addressed issues
ranging from dress code to school
events and activities to school lunches.

Sophomore Hallie Hernandez
would like it if PCA switched to a less
restrictive dress code, even though
adminstration relaxed requirements for
the current school year.

Instead of restricting dress code to
blue jeans, khaki pants or shorts,
polos, college shirts and school shirts,
many students would like to have the
option to wear any school-appropriate
T-shirt, jacket or hoodie.



Congratulations

to the class of

2021!

“You only live once, but if you do it

right, once is enough."

― Mae West



A special thanks to our writers, Brianna Ramirez
for editing, Caellye Peden for photography, Mr.

Mettlen, and Mrs. Lowrance


