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Every day you step into a classroom, you change the world in ways you may never fully see. You
spark curiosity where there was confusion, hope where there was hesitation, and confidence where
there was doubt. You are not simply delivering lessons—you are shaping futures, opening doors,
and giving students the courage to walk through them.

Even on the hard days—especially on the hard days—your work matters. The encouraging word you
speak, the patience you show, the second chance you offer, the smile you share… these moments
become memories, and those memories become the reasons students believe in themselves.

You may not always feel it, but you are the steady force in a world that often feels unsteady. You
are the champion for a child who needs one. You are the light in a hallway someone thought was
dim. You are the voice that whispers, “You can.”

Keep going. Keep believing in your impact. The seeds you plant today will grow long after your
students leave your room—they will grow into the kind of people who remember that a teacher
once saw greatness in them.

And that greatness started with you.

To the Teachers Who Keep Showing Up

Ms.Watkins
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Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15, by
celebrating the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from
Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America.

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was
expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 and ending
on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1988, on the approval of Public Law 100-402.

The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of independence for Latin American
countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate
their independence days on September 16 and September18, respectively. Also, Columbus Day or Día de la
Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period.
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Social media has caused both good and bad for me personally. It's helped me become more
confident but it’s also put me in the worst state I've ever been mentally. Social media helped
me find amazing people that truly changed my life, it helped me find who I was as a person.
Social media showed me that it was okay to be not okay, and how I wasn't alone and how
people were also struggling just like me. Being online showed me how cruel people can truly
be, it worsened my confidence and I spiraled into a deep pit. Social media can cause good and
bad, but it caused the worst for me personally. ~ A. Evans

A cellular device has many functions that are very influential to me throughout my everyday routine. GPS navigation plays a
huge role in my life since I don’t know how to properly use a printed map. It tells me where to go, how long it’s going to take
me, and even gives me updates on traffic and reroutes if needed. There aren’t many challenges it creates but without the internet,
my way of direction is completely blinded. I’m not proud of it, but if I were to get stuck in the middle of an unknown state, I
wouldn’t be able to tell which interstate or highway to take to get home. If GPS navigation did not exist, it wouldn’t be too
much different, though, I’d probably be more attentive to my surroundings then I am now. Another technological advancement
that is influential to me throughout my everyday routine is Digital music and video. Music is a huge part of my life. It’s come
to the point that I’m very dependent on it to get through my day. Having digital music is such a convenience in my daily
life.There are a few challenges with it. One is that it impairs my ability to hear clearly since it’s usually up high almost to the
max. If I wasn’t so attentive now, I would most likely run into another student. Another challenge I face is not really being
able to function without it since I’ve become dependent on it. If it did not exist, I’d most likely find a way around it with Ipods,
Walkmans, radios, etc.A cellular device has many functions that are very influential to me throughout my everyday routine.
GPS navigation plays a huge role in my life since I don’t know how to properly use a printed map. It tells me where to go,
how long it’s going to take me, and even gives me updates on traffic and reroutes if needed. There aren’t many challenges it
creates but without the internet, my way of direction is completely blinded. I’m not proud of it, but if I were to get stuck in the
middle of an unknown state, I wouldn’t be able to tell which interstate or highway to take to get home. If GPS navigation did
not exist, it wouldn’t be too much different, though, I’d probably be more attentive to my surroundings then I am now. Another
technological advancement that is influential to me throughout my everyday routine is Digital music and video. Music is a
huge part of my life. It’s come to the point that I’m very dependent on it to get through my day. Having digital music is such a
convenience in my daily life.There are a few challenges with it. One is that it impairs my ability to hear clearly since it’s
usually up high almost to the max. If I wasn’t so attentive now, I would most likely run into another student. Another
challenge I face is not really being able to function without it since I’ve become dependent on it. If it did not exist, I’d most
likely find a way around it with Ipods, Walkmans, radios, etc. ~ M. Christian
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The invention of the digital camera is honestly one of the best
things that has ever happened to the human race. For me personally,
the camera has always been a way for me to capture memories,
express my interests, and so on. I have pictures with my friends,
family, and all the other people I love so dearly, and I get to
cherish them forever because of the digital camera. If the camera
didn't exist, I probably wouldn’t have all these memories that I
have right now. Well I’d be able to recall them, but I wouldn’t be
able to open up my photos and just go back to see the unforgettable
memories. ~ D. Ndungu

Social Media is a concept where you are able to do anything you want and watch funny videos.
On social media it is a place to escape from the real world and just be on your phone. When you
watch social media, it can make you have emotions like happiness, sadness, or even motivation
depending on what you see. It’s also a way to stay connected with friends and family, share
memories, and keep up with what’s happening around the world. However, social media can
sometimes be distracting and make you compare yourself to others, which isn’t always healthy. If
social media didn’t exist, life would probably feel quieter and maybe even less stressful, but it
would also be harder to stay connected or entertained. ~ O. Hardman

The most influential component from a smartphone for me is internet connectivity. This is
because it allows me to quickly access information mostly anywhere, and without it everything
like the GPS, instant messaging, and social media wouldn't work. However, it does create
challenges like getting me sidetracked when I am trying to do my work and making it hard to
be productive when I am watching tiktoks all day. If internet connectivity did not exist my life
would be extremely different starting with the fact that I would have to look through physical
books which can be time consuming and hard to find specific information. Also I would have to
talk to people in person or send slow messages from the mail, and rely on physical maps
instead of easy to navigate and up to date online maps. ~ G. Juarez-Luna




