
Where have all the people in the work

force gone? Was it Covid? An alien

abduction? Where did everyone go?

Michel Rowe, the host of Dirty Jobs (a

TV show that has been revitalized) is

wondering the same thing. How can 4.5

million employees just vanish from the

work force?

Only a percentage of American jobs

were transferable to “at home” work and

certainly many of those came back to the

office environment eventually but what

about the service trade? Cooks,

bartenders and servers are in constant

demand. Help wanted signs are in

windows of every type of business. Small

companies have shut their doors and

others, have taken to drastic options.

I met someone several months ago

who told me that he owned an

international printing business in

western North Carolina and his business

was booming. He mentioned that he

currently had 800 openings in his
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company and only 200 people had

applied in the last four months. He said

out of the 200, 137 were selected and in

the end only 28 showed up for work. He

told me the average starting salary was

$36,000 a year with full benefits and a

retirement plan. That works out to about

$700 a week before taxes. He also told

me his average employee made $65,000

a year. He mentioned that his company

had on-site day care and affordable

housing was nearby. He thought this

would be easy.

The drastic solution? Robots. His

company was going to invest 9 million

dollars to replace the people he needed

with robotics. Sounds like a lot of money

but in all reality, it was the amount he

would have spent on salaries and now he

had a work force that didn’t call in sick,

didn’t need childcare, and could work

extended hours and holidays. This is not

a good thing for the future of human

employees.

Area restaurants have limited their

days and shifts to maximize the

employees they have. Trades such as

construction, electrical and plumbing are

not only suffering from shortage of

materials and price increases, but also

from a lack of trainees that will advance

in their companies. This is no joke folks.

As I have said before, it will be cheaper

to have surgery then to have a plumbing

issue fixed in your home within the next

few years.

Local colleges, like Cape Fear

Community College, are offering

fantastic trade programs and some are

even eligible for cash back programs

once completed. That is called a WIN-

WIN in any language. There is nothing

wrong with going to college, but

wouldn’t it make more sense to have a

trade that gives you the ability to work

anywhere in the country with good pay? I

think so. You can always go to college to

study Shakespeare or art when you

retire.

Learn a trade, go to work, move out of

your parent’s house. Easy.

Check out more photos and videos at

@dolphindip on Facebook

And be sure to tag your photos with #dolphindip2022 !
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Letter to the Editor

I read Becky Borneman's article in Vol

II, Issue 1, January Can Be Puzzling. My

family always did jigsaw puzzles growing

up in the '60s. My grandparents often

had their card table set up with a puzzle

in progress, at their beach house in the

winter. Since COVID, I started doing them

again. (Thank God I had an old fold up

card table.)

My sister and I would trade, but then I

realized I was spending more money

then I cared to on new ones. I checked

out most of the consignment stores in

our area and found their prices just as

high as Walmart, with no guarantee all

the pieces were included.

Long story short, I was wondering if

there are any 'Puzzle Swaps' (for lack of

a better term) taking place in our area or

any ideas on how to get something like

that started?

By Jaclyn P.
Are you interested in starting up a puzzle

swap or know of one currently ongoing

in our local area?

Please let Jaclyn know here:

jcprech09@gmail.com
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Human Error

By Dorothy Royal

Human error is the cause of 99% of all

gun related accidents.

Our local community is in mourning. A

15 year old Onslow County boy, the son

of a Jacksonville police officer, lost his

life from a firearm accident. The

information obtained in the released 911

call stated that the boy was outside

playing with toy guns when the accident

occurred. The initial report stated that

the father accidently shot his son in the

head in the front yard of their home with

a .45 caliber handgun. Without all the

details, we only know the heartbreak that

his family must be going through from

such a tragedy.

Another young member of our

community is in the hospital, struggling

to overcome the damage done by 3

shotgun pellets that struck him during a

hunting accident on New Year’s Eve. Still

in the hospital, the young man is being

treated aggressively with antibiotics and

anti-inflammatory medications. The

investigation has been turned over to the

NCWRC which handles investigations

regarding hunting accidents.

Rule number one in gun safety is

ALWAYS TREAT A GUN AS IF IT IS

LOADED.

Rule number two in gun safety is

NEVER POINT A GUN unless you are

prepared to shoot.

Rule number three is to KEEP YOUR

FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER until ready to

shoot.

These three golden rules can avoid a

lot of accidents.

Remember knowledge is power, gun

safety is crucial and accidents can be

avoided if we all start paying attention.

Topsail Gun Gal
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Surf City Guns & Ammo
1 Day Conceal Carry Class

$75
Saturday, February 5th

8:30 AM - 5:30 PM

Reservation and deposit required.

NRA Beginner Safety Pistol Classes

$55
Call for dates and times

127 Sound Road, Holly Ridge

910.328.4499

14th January, 2022 Volume II, Issue 2

Gun Gal's Top 15
Can you imagine being stuck in your vehicle for 15 hours on a highway with no

chance of going anywhere and risking running out of gas? A ton of people in Virginia

suffered through this and the stories are a wake-up call. The weather is freezing,

everyone is in the same mess and you have to wonder what exactly is packed away in

your car?

Unless you have a tiny car with absolutely no storage, you need to keep the

following with you at all times, not just winter. Most everything will fit in a plastic

storage bin.

1. Blanket ($5 at most dollar stores).

2.Flashlight with working batteries.

3. Car charger for your current phone.

4. Water - a six pack of bottles is way easier than a gallon container

5. Granola bars or dried snacks that won’t go bad but offer fat, sugar and protein

6. Books – we all have them, just pick a thick one

7. Emergency auto kit and first aid kit. Check them often to make sure they have

supplies. Asprin and rubbing alcohol wipes are good for a lot of things.

8. A change of clothes. Generic sweat pant suits that are large enough for any

member of your group works. Fashion is not the point, dry clothes are. Extra socks

are a great idea too.

9. Towels. Beach towels rolled up don’t take up much room but can work as an

emergency blanket or a way to carry someone.

10. Matches. Waterproof stick matches can be bought at most grocery stores.

11. Medications. Always try to keep a 24 hour supply in a waterproof container.

12. An address book with phone numbers. You never know if you are stuck near

someone who can help. Make sure to include your insurance agent information in

case of vehicle damage.

13. Coloring books with crayons and playing cards. These were essential before the

internet.

14. Bucket and leash. Sounds weird but these things can come in handy for a lot of

reasons.

15. Gas can or an emergency gallon of gas (these are also available at auto stores).

This list can certainly be added to and I encourage it. Most all items will stay useful

for 12 months or more and can be replaced as needed.



Paradise Axe

& ARCADE

Book your birthday party today!

We Are Open

Tues, Weds, & Thurs 11-6pm or later

Fri and Sat 11-9pm or later

Sunday 12-5pm

Book your holiday party today!

Family gatherings, business events, birthday parties
Lots of room, great for food trucks, large vehicle parking

Located at 127 sound Road, Holly Ridge, NC

One block off hwy 17 across from holly ridge fire department

give us a call at (910) 803-2300

over 100 arcade games for all ages

axe throwing for ages 10 and up

walk-ins welcome

axe reservations suggested for parties of 6 or more

concession stand with lots of cold drinks including malt

beverages, ice cream, popcorn and snacks available

Parties for all budgets!

Topsail Area's

Family Fun Center
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Charcutery, charcutary, charuterry... Say What? CHARCUTERIE!

By Becky Borneman
Special to the Topsail Times

I don’t ever remember a word being

mispronounced so much as I do

charcuterie. Now, we all have our pet

peeve of mispronounced words.

SUPPOSAVLY, EXPECIALLY and

VALENTIME’S are on the very top of

mine. Now it took me a while but I have

finally mastered the pronunciation of

charcuterie!

But let’s talk charcuterie, shall we?

These are the latest and greatest things

to have for parties or small get-togethers

or even on date night. The French word

charcuterie translates to Pork Butcher.

Many of these boards come with cured

meats and cheeses, pickles and jams and

fruits. While there are many ways to

create a charcuterie board, I prefer the

simpler version. I like the “American”

charcuterie sampling. Such as burgers

and toppings, pancakes with syrups and

fruit or apple pie with hot cinnamon

apples, whipped cream in a small mason

jar, caramel syrup and chopped peanuts.

At Coral Cottage we have two

different sizes of charcuterie boards to

choose from. And to add to the fun of it,

there’s a spot to attach a fun

embellishment that pertains to the party

in some way.

These charcuterie boards make the

perfect spot to rest your wine glasses

and cheese pairings on the ottoman

while you snuggle up for a movie. You

can also gift this to someone as a house

warming or birthday present too. Made

of mango wood that is both sturdy and

attractive, this board is ready for your

favorite attachment. The arm of the

board serves as a handle and a spot to

hang your serving board when it’s not in

use.

So bring your favorite snacks or

desserts to the table and spread your

happiness!

www.topsailtimes.net
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Check Us Out for Wing Night!

Offered in Naked, Teriyaki, Hot, Golden

Mustard, Mild, Sweet BBQ, Jalapeno BBQ,

Jamaican Jerk, Garlic Parmesan, Alabama

White, and Thai Chili flavors

Every Thursday Night

552 East Ocean Rd, NC-50, Holly Ridge, NC 910-803-0773

In baskets of 6, 12, 18 or 24

910-650-2891

becky@coralcottageboutiques.com

14061 NC Highway 50 E Surf City, NC

ShopCoralCottage.com
Home Goods | Clothing

Gifts | Soaps | Lotions | Art

Photography | Jewelry

14th January, 2022 Volume II, Issue 2

Choose from the mini size

($64.95) or the big size

($89.95).



Tinsley
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Fresh Seafood & Local Produce

Scallops

Shrimp

Tuna

Clams

Flounder

Crab Cakes

Gator Tail

Frog Legs

Snow Crabs

THOMAS
TACKLE AND SEAFOOD

ON THE MAINLAND 1/4 MILE FROM SURF CITY BRIDGE

910-328-4361
8am - 4pm | Open 6 days a week

14210 Highway 50 - Surf City, NC 28445

Fresh

Produce

Gullah

Gourmet

Products

Local Pender County Honey | Bait and Fishing Supplies

Seaview Fishing Pier Restaurant & Motel
Phone (910) 328-3172 | Fax (910) 328-3170

North Topsail Beach,

North Carolina

Visit us on Facebook

@

Seaview Fishing Pier

TOPSAIL TIMESPAGE 6

Local Stump Sound Oysters By the Dozen or Bushel

Did you hear the news???
NO-COST ADOPTIONS at

PENDER CO ANIMAL SHELTER!

Monday - Friday
8am-5pm
Sat & Sun
Noon-4pm

animalshelter@pendercountync.gov

Driving on a dark highway between

New Hampshire and Vermont Sunday

night, two friends, 31 year old Cam

Laundry and 40 year old Justin Connors

were heading home with their furry

companions, a one year old Shiloh

Shepherd named Tinsley and a bulldog.

Remnants of snow covered the edges of

the highway as they crossed the state

border. What happened next is still a

mystery that comes with a miracle

ending.

The Ford truck Cam Laundry was

driving went off the edge of the highway

and down an embankment, turning the

metal and glass into a crumpled mess.

Both men were ejected and now lay

unconscious in the freezing cold dark.

Tinsley, the shepherd, unharmed, took

matters into her own paws. She made her

way back to the highway and began to

pace the bridge, looking for help.

After several phone calls reporting a

dog on the bridge, two Lebanon, New

Hampshire area State Troopers were

dispatched. They found the dog but had

no luck trying to catch it.

Eventually they decided to follow it.

Crossing the state line they found a

damaged guardrail and discovered the

wrecked vehicle.

Tinsley had saved their lives. Both

men were taken to the hospital with

injuries and suffering from hypothermia.

Lassie to the rescue.

The reward from her owner? A giant

Venison steak and all the love she can

handle. “Tinsley is my guardian angel,”

Good job Tinsley.

Volume II, Issue 214th January, 2022
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Neverland
By Carol Ann Ross
Special to the Topsail Times

Pirate's Den

Photos provided by Carol Ann Ross

Everyone knows that Topsail Island

did not open for development until 1949,

so the island’s history may seem rather

short. Be that as it may, it is a rich and

diverse history full of pirates, and WASPs,

Bumblebees, fishermen and good hard

working folks.

The story goes that Blackbeard the

pirate hung out around our little sand

bar back in the late 1600s and early

1700s, thus the reference to pirates.

WASPs (Women Air Force Service Pilots)

from Camp Davis in Holly Ridge, towed

targets (during World War II) from the

shore of our island and flew simulated

missions for anti aircraft gunnery training

on the firing range here. In essence,

WASPs were shot at.

World War II and Camp Davis left a lot

of buildings on the island. There were

warehouses, barracks, fire out stations,

horse stables, an officer’s club-all kinds

of places. We kids, the ones who grew up

on the island, made use of them. They

were our playgrounds and our parents

utilized them as well, making them into

residences and shops. The fishing pier,

Barnacle Bills, was the Officer’s Club, the

now Catholic church was a barracks, the

Pirates Den was a garage. I grew up in

one of the old barracks and remember

riding my tricycle down the long hall

before my father made the building into

apartments.

The place now known as the

Gathering has a section that was the

Baptist church. If anyone remembers

King’s Apartments, just north of Barnacle

Bills, that was the Officer’s quarters.

There were horse stables back there

too.

If you go south, just past the traffic

circle on the island, go a few blocks,

you’ll see one of the World War II

warehouses.
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Warehouse located north of the bridge

It’s been taken care of and renovated,

but it’s still standing after eighty years.

If you go north from the traffic circle,

you’ll see a tall chimney just past Hwy.

55 restaurant. It was identical to the

other warehouse, alas, one of our

hurricanes did destroy it. The kids in

Surf City used to hang out there and

play on the old trucks left there by the

military. Some time in the early 60s,

those trucks were replaced with

basketball hoops. I guess you might call

that our first community center. It gave

the kids of the island a place to play

when it was raining.

As for Bumblebees, they refer to our

nine towers built in 1946 to observe the

ramjet powered missiles launched from

Topsail Beach. All but one of those

towers is still standing, most are

disguised as residences. They’ve

withstood every single hurricane we’ve

had since they were built. I guess if you

have to go through a hurricane, a tower

is the place to be.

When I was a kid, jumping out of the

towers was one of the fun things we

got to do. But then, we had sand dunes

to land in.

Remnants of the warehouse after hurricane

Our history is rich for such a tiny

place, and yes, to some, fishing may be

a Bland subject, but at one time

Topsail, with its nine fishing piers, was

known as the fisherman’s paradise.

Starting at the north end and working

your way south, there was McKees

Fishing Pier, then Paradise, Ocean City,

Scotch Bonnet, Barnacle Bills, Surf City,

Dolphin, Jolly Roger and then the

Sound Pier.

Except for winter months, those places

stayed busy. Several offered more than

just fishing; they had arcades, oyster

bars, and restaurants. They were truly

family friendly.

Fishing was a big deal back then,

even more so than now. There was

seine fishing (I wrote about that a few

weeks ago.) And then there was the

Topsail Marina. Several charter fishing

boats docked there, Buddy’s Pirate and

Cloud Nine, to name a few. My father,

Frank Ross, captained the Cloud Nine

and for a few years I worked as first

mate. Now, that was an experience I

will never forget. It helped to cultivate

this deep passion I have for the ocean.

For those of us who remember those

burgeoning times, we see our

childhood peeking out from the

restored buildings, and remember how

simple life was then.

Ross Apartments in late 1950's

Photo of Mary Ross and Carol Ross

We were pirates, racing up sand dunes

and jumping from squatty oak trees, We

were wasps, flying through the air like

the ever present aircraft from Camp

Lejeune, we were daredevils who

jumped from bumblebees and explorers

of every marshy cove and dune trough.

We lived off the crabs and fish we

caught, built our own little fires to cook

them-heck, we lived in Neverland. Some

of us have still not grown up, I think.

Old Bumblebee Tower

The Catholic Church

14th January, 2022 Volume II, Issue 2



Surf City's Premier Waterfront Dining

JM's On The Water offers an extensive menu that

includes scrumptious seafood, steaks, sandwiches,

salads, and an array of appetizers that can't be beat.

Open Weds - Sun 11-9pm

Located at 602-B Roland Avenue

across from the Surf City Town Park

Lamberth Insurance Services
Tammy Lamberth

Agency Owner/Agent

tammy@lamberthinsuranceservices.com
910-430-6003 Work
910-389-5428 Cell

Mon - Sat 10-5pm | Sun 12-4pm

Paparazzi Jewelry Consultant
Lead and nickel free

Anne Troutman

atroutman56@gmail.com
910-620-6476

www.paparazziaccessories.com/418622
Follow me on FB: Dream of Bling with Anne, VIP Public Group
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It was the night before Christmas and all through the house not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. Except Bob. Bob was seated

before the fire with care, a drink one hand, the other in his hair. Had he really pulled off the perfect Holiday? He had wondered the same

thing while having breakfast at City Cafe.

Bob had taken his mother in law to New Attitude and now her hair sparkled and bounced and she no longer looked like a dude. He ordered

her Paparazzi jewelry from Anne and picked it up yesterday and hid it in the coffee can (don’t worry he will add a bow).

All the food was prepared and ready to serve. He had wings from Southern Roots Grille for his old cousin Merve. A quick trip to

Thomas Seafood and the crab dip was ready. A fishing day at Seaview Pier and now he had trout for uncle Eddie.

At Herring’s Outdoor Sports, he picked up a kayak and hat for his teenage cousin, Durword Vonzack.

At DDT Furniture he found plenty of things, including an outdoor dining set that looked like tree rings.

For his niece he bought puzzles, pillows and art that glitters at Beach Furniture Outfitters.

He had taken the family through Lake Linda’s Christmas Lights, not once but twice.

As he sat by the fire and took another swig, he wondered what his mother-in-law was up to now

that she no longer needed her wig.

In the kitchen Gertrude sat on the phone, telling her friend Edith about her new home. She just loved her realtor, Kelly Pollard and

decided to make her a fresh batch of collards. Lighthouse Electric had made all her Christmas lights bright, while Tammy Lamberth made

sure all her insurance was right. She loved her new Topsail throw, so soft and unique that she bought on Black Friday from

Coral Cottage Boutiques!

She picked up a few gift certificates for Bob and her daughter that day. She got him one at Paradise Axe and Arcade so he and the family

could go play. She bought one at JM’s On The Water so that they would have to take her to dinner, including her daughter. She bought

herself a nice revolver at Surf City Guns so she could go shooting with all of her sons.

As Bob overheard his mother in law exclaim she was moving real soon, he smiled real wide and toasted the moon. Just a few more days to

go and she would be out, he threw open the door and loudy did shout,

“Merry Christmas to all and to all a goodnight, just a few more days and the world will be right,”

Valentine’s Day

$50 Sweetheart

Ad Special

Be a sweetheart and

make someone’s day!

Share your love with

your spouse, your friend,

your date, your favorite pet,

or your secret crush

Submit up to 25 words to

Topsailtimesnewspaper@gmail.com

before Monday, January 31st,

to get your sweetheart ad

just in time for Valentine’s Day.

Volume II, Issue 214th January, 2022



1st Annual Shrimp Dip

AXE Me Out to Dinner

Sunday, February 13th

$75 per couple

Reservations Required

3 seatings at 5, 6, and 7pm

10 couples per seating

Private function

Closed toe shoes required

One hour of Axe

Throwing

(includes lesson)

(910) 803-2300

for reservations today!

PARADISE AXE AND ARCADE

127 SOUND ROAD,

HOLLY RIDGE, NC

PAGE 9TOPSAIL TIMES

Check out more photos and videos at

@theshrimpdip on Facebook

Share your pictures with #shrimpdip !

Volume II, Issue 214th January, 2022
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OCPAW
What is the difference between a feral

and a stray cat?

Current scientific data is sketchy, but

most estimates place the number of wild

or feral cats in America at 70 million and

rising. This includes cats that were

abandoned, lost and those born in the

wild. Females in this population have an

average of 1.6 litters each year, with an

average of 5 kittens per litter. Do the

math! This is an overwhelming problem

for kind-hearted folks and rescues with

limited budgets... we can't get ahead of

the numbers with those unchecked

amounts of litters. So what can we do?

The first is to recognize the difference

between an abandoned and a feral cat. A

feral cat is a cat that has had no human

interaction in their lives and usually lives

in colonies. As such, they will exhibit

aggression and/or fear whenever there is

a human nearby. They are used to

fending for themselves and will use their

teeth or claws without much provocation.

So whenever you approach a cat on the

street, being cautious is a good idea. To

help these ferals in Onslow County

OCPAW, (Onslow County Partners for

Animal Welfare), has received a grant

from Onslow County Community

Foundation for our PawsAbility

Spay/Neuter Program and Brenda Hunter

Williams, (Great Moves Realty) &

Spanky's Sports Bar of Jacksonville in a

recent funding event. The funds we have

received help us assist companion

animals and ferals with our spay/neuter

programs which have functioned

successfully for many years. We are

blessed now to offer a specific program

for ferals to spay/neuter, vaccinate, and

ear tip for only $15.00, and we also have

drop traps and transfer crates to assist

you. Spay/Neuter vouchers are available

on our website www.oc-paw.com, Pet

Mart on Rt 210 in the ferry and Curvy

Chic Consignment.

By Dotty Harding
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Trap/Neuter, Release (TNR)

Perhaps the most effective strategy

that has been documented to help feral

cat colonies is the trap-neuter-release, or

TNR, method. This management plan

involves trapping healthy stray or feral

cats, sterilizing them, vaccinating as

appropriate, and returning them to their

colony.

This helps on several fronts:

▸Eliminates the addition of new kittens

through breeding

▸Allows for a shrinking colony,

increasing the availability of resources

like food

▸Decreases howling, yowling, and

fighting associated with breeding

▸Lowers the transmission of diseases,

such as feline immunodeficiency virus

and panleukopenia, that can devastate

cats

▸Opens up shelter space for other

animals

TNR allows for healthier cats and has

less impact on the surrounding

community over time.

Overall, it is a win-win!

Take a photo and post on every social

media site you know of and canvas your

immediate area to see if their family is

searching for them. Call Onslow Animal

Services and send them a picture of the

cat, location, and your contact

information. Being a foster or finding one

is the optimal way to help until their

owners are located. Send your

information to OCPAW, and we will list

the animal on our Lost & Found sites. If

no owner comes forward, we can assist

you with a spay/neuter voucher and post

it on our adoption sites.

If a domestic cat is either neglected,

lost, or even abused, it can develop feral-

like qualities, but a previously

domesticated and socialized cat can

never become fully feral. They become

strays and then maybe, in some

situations, can develop feral-like

qualities.

What to do if you find a stray

abandoned cat or kitten?

This is good because a cat that is lost,

abused, or neglected can eventually find

peace and happiness again in loving

families. If they have learned to live with

humans when they were young, they will

quickly revert back to that domestic

state as well. Cats, while known to dislike

change and stressors, can quickly adapt

again if the conditions are right.

Time is the enemy of finding a home

for any animal! Unfortunately, there is

not much that organizations such as

OCPAW can do to help if given only

hours or a day to find placement. It's a

stressful situation for the owner and the

pet, but we have had some great success

stories for which I am so grateful to be a

part of when given the time to be able to

help.

Relocating?

So in every act of kindness, we hold in our own hands the mercy of our Maker, whose purposes are in life and not death, whose love does not stop at us but

surrounds us, bestowing dignity and beauty and hope on every creature that lives and suffers and perishes. Perhaps that is part of the animals' role among us, to

awaken humility, to turn our minds back to the mystery of things, and open our hearts to that most impractical of hopes in which all creation speaks as one. For

them as for us, if there is any hope at all then it is the same hope, and the same love, and the same God who (Dominion by Matthew Scully)

"shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things

are passed away" (Rev.21:4)
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SURF CITY GUNS

& AMMO
Topsail Area'sPremier Gun Shop

Your award-winning, local gun shop that specializes in firearms for
self-defense, 3 gun competition, hunting, and target shooting.

We carry Smith & Wesson, Kimber, Colt,
FNH, Kel-Tec, Taurus, Ruger, Henry, Del-
Ton, DPMS, Sig Sauer, Mossberg, Century
Arms, Daniel Defense, Stag Arms, Walther,

Charter Arms, Springfield, BUL,
& many more!

Kel-Tec HALO Program is for first responders, law enforcement, and military
and offers great discounts for those who qualify!

KSG, Sub2000s, PMR30, CMR30, P3AT, and the new P50 5.7x28mm pistol are
in-stock today!

Our ladies department carries the latest-in-fashion conceal carry purses and backpacks,
designed for comfort and safety. Stop by today and find the right fit for you! Matching

wallets available.

Conveniently located at 127 Sound Road in Holly Ridge, NC
next to Paradise Axe & Arcade one block off of Hwy-17.

Call (910) 328-4499 or visit our online store at surfcityguns.com

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 11-6pm
Friday and Saturday 11-7pm

Area's largest selection of conceal carry purses

and men & women's leather wallets.

Don't forget to check out our selection of

all natural soaps, candles, and lotions.
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OUR YARD

YOUR SALE
RESALE

21740 Hwy 17,
Hampstead, NC
Mon - Sat 10-5pm

Sun 12- 4pm

Shop Local!

Check out our website at

www.topsailtimes.net

For our FREE electronic

newspaper copies, pick up

locations, publishing dates,

local event flyers, and more!

Household items,

tools, jewelry,

and more!

910-803-0820

Over 70

Vendors

Eat In or Take Out
602 Roland Avenue
Surf City, NC 28445

Open at 11am
Wednesday - Sunday

910-328-2158
www.maxspizzatopsail.com

Stump Sound Oysters
Stump sound oysters are a delicacy

many restaurants feature. The buttery fat

oyster has the salinity of the Atlantic and

surrounding marshes. The local oysters

on the Carolina coast are known as being

some of the best. The tasty delicacies are

a staple of the local climate. Oyster

roasts and oyster bars are almost

exclusively coastal.

I recently tasted my first Stump Sound

oyster. I can assure the hype is

warranted. If mermaids made butter I

imagine the taste would be the same.

Unfortunately, oyster populations

have decreased over time due to over-

harvesting, climate change and a decline

in water quality.

When most people hear the word

recycling the first thought is plastics,

paper and metal cans. We don’t often

think of oyster shells. And actually

recycling oyster shells is an amazing way

to help our environment.

Did you know that one adult oyster

can filter up to 50 gallons of water a

day? The small oyster works hard for the

environment by providing clean water

and habitats for other sea dwellers like

crab and fin fish. Oyster reefs are self

maintaining and once the shells are put

back in the water the oysters build off of

each other. Baby oysters called spat

attach to the reefs and make new

oysters. Healthy shellfish create reefs

that help control erosion.

So after we feasted on these amazing

oysters I took the shells to the Morris

Landing oyster recycling station. The

North Carolina Coastal Federation has a

site there for discarded oyster shells. I

met a local gentleman there named

Kermit Merrit who was also doing his

part to recycle shells.

Not only did I get to feel good about

doing my part for the environment I got

to enjoy the wonder of this 52 acre tract

owned by the North Carolina Coastal

Federation. In this beautiful protected

habitat you can see the oyster reefs and

enjoy the natural wonder of the salt

marsh.

This place is a tribute to a local

woman named Lena Ritter who worked

valiantly to protect our coast. It is a

beautiful legacy to her selfless work.

I recommend the oysters. I definitely

recommend recycling them and if you

get to do it in a place as lovely as Morris

landing I would say it is a blessing all the

way around.

Stump sound oysters are a delicacy

many restaurants feature. The buttery fat

oyster has the salinity of the Atlantic and

surrounding marshes.
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Surf City Police Department Retirement Party

In a Tuesday afternoon event that

appeared to be a “who’s who in law

enforcement” Chief Ron Shanahan was

graciously thanked for all of his years of

service in law enforcement with the

Town of Surf City. Several members of

the town gave speeches, most of them

light and funny, but all with the same

theme. Chief Shanahan had been a

wonderful asset to the community of Surf

City in his profession, and a man who will

be respected for his professionalism for

years to come. Area police chiefs, the

Sheriffs from Onslow, Pender and New

Hanover Counties and members of fire

and rescue were among those in

attendance at the Surf City Municipal

Building.

As the celebration concluded, the

Town Council was called to order and

the new Chief Voorhees was sworn in to

begin his hopefully long and prosperous

career as Surf City Chief of Police.

Topsail Times is printed by the Topsail Times Newspaper, LLC.
This publication is not to be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means without prior permission from Topsail Times. www.topsailtimes.net

PAGE 13

By Dorothy Royal

WE ARE HIRING

We are hiring ad salespeople

for the Hampstead, Sneads Ferry,

and Topsail Island areas

Set your own hours!

Work at your own pace!

Fun crew!

Send an email to

topsailtimesnewspaper@gmail.com

Coming Soon May 2022

Taste of the Times
Restaurant Guide

Rates coming out January 2022
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Crab Stuffed Flounder

Serving Topsail Island for Over 25 Years!

Mattresses ● Accessories ● Artwork ● Flags ● Sofas

Furnishing Beach Homes is Our Specialty!
See Diana for any of your Real Estate Needs! Licensed Broker #265974

13997 NC Hwy. 50 | Surf City

910.803.0455

www.BeachFurnitureOutfittersInc.com
Lamps ● Gifts ● Outdoor Furniture ● Puzzles

Free Local Delivery & Setup

1-1/2 pounds flounder fillets

1 cup crabmeat - drained, flaked, and cartilage

removed

1 tablespoon finely chopped green bell pepper

1/4 teaspoon ground dry mustard

1/4 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce

1/4 teaspoon salt

ground white pepper, to taste

3 crushed saltine crackers

1 egg white

1 tablespoon mayonnaise

1/4 cup butter, melted

1 egg yolk

5 tablespoons mayonnaise

1/2 teaspoon paprika

1 tablespoon dried parsley

Recipe and photo credits to AllRecipes

Volume II, Issue 2

Step 1

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Rinse

the fillets and pat dry with paper towels.

Step 2

Combine crab meat, green pepper, mustard powder,

Worcestershire sauce, salt, white pepper and the

crushed saltines. Combine the egg white and 1

tablespoon mayonnaise. Stir this into the crab meat

mixture.

Step 3

Brush the flounder fillets with melted butter. Place in

a lightly greased, shallow baking dish. Spoon the crab

mixture over the fillets and drizzle with any remaining

butter.

Step 4

Bake the fillets at 400 degrees for 15 minutes.

Step 5

While the fish is baking, lightly beat the egg yolk in a

small bowl. Stir in 5 tablespoons of mayonnaise.

Remove fish from oven and spread this mixture over

the stuffing; sprinkle with paprika and parsley.

Step 6

Increase oven temperature to 450 degrees and bake

until golden and bubbly, about 6 minutes.

Ingredients can be purchased from

Thomas Seafood
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Free Fly ● Life is Good ● Vineyard Vines ● Fish Hippie ● Olukai

Shibumi Shade ● Xtratuf ●Maui Jim ● Patagonia ● Pura Vida

From hats to shoes and

everything in between,

we've got you covered!

Store Hours

Sunday - Thursday

9am-6pm

Friday & Saturday
9am-7pm

Topsail Island's premiere outfitter for life's everyday adventures.

Inspired by the sea, sand and salt air, we love our coastal lifestyle and living on island time!

#ShopLocal
Family Owned and Operated for over 59 years!

701 N. New River Drive, Surf City, NC

910-328-3291

Shop online at www.herringsoutdoorsports.com

"the little store with MORE than you would ever expect..."

2022 Tide Chart

Stump Sound Oysters
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Tons of new sleeper sofas
in stock now!

Cash-And-Carry
Ready to go!


