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Let's Talk Balloons
With the recent report of Chinese

Weather balloons flying over our

country, questions are being asked.

Why did the United States allow one

of the balloons to cross the United States

(from Alaska to North Carolina) before

shooting it down over the ocean? Why

didn’t the balloon get shot down over

Alaska? How many military sites did the

balloon pass over in the United States?

Why wasn’t the balloon captured, in

flight, and brought down for inspection?

If the balloon was controllable (it

appeared to move at times as though

being controlled) why didn’t the Chinese

steer it away from the United States?

Are foreign balloons new in our

airspace? The answer is no. There is a

historical marker in Nebraska that

details that during World War II the

Japanese built thousands of paper

balloons to send across our borders

carrying small bombs with the intention

of starting fires. Though it is unclear how

many were launched, less than 300

balloons were reported across the

county. Parts of five balloon bombs were

recovered in Nebraska. Even though they

were not considered a real threat to the

United States, they were blamed for six

deaths and a few small fires. The

information about the balloons was not

made public until after the war ended.

Is China upset about the destruction

of their “weather balloons”? Most reports

claim that yes, they are not pleased, and

they will respond. What does that really

mean? If anyone knows they are not

sharing.

Were you aware that the Chinese

Government has set up “police

departments” of their own across 53

countries? The one in the United States

was recently discovered in New York.

Our northern neighbors, Canada, claim

to have one in Toronto. Is it legal for one

country to have civilian police stations in

other countries without approval? The

simple answer is no. Not only does this

violate the sovereignty of the countries

involved, but it also violates law

enforcement processes.

When questioned about these “police

departments” the Chinese government

states that the opening of these stations

was simply to allow citizens to renew

driver’s licenses that were unable to travel

during the covid restrictions. If that is the

case, why not call them Chinese DMVs?

While some countries are not opposed to

the departments, other countries want

them out. Recently Ireland shut down the

operation in their country and the

Netherlands and Spain are currently

working on doing the same.

There are open cases related to

Chinese “volunteers” of these stations

being responsible for harassing, stalking,

black mail, monitoring and illegally trying

force people back to China. Since the

current Chinese President has been in

power, almost 250,000 people (about half

the population of Wyoming) have

claimed to be recipients of such

behavior.

Does China have a financial interest

in the United States? Most people do not

realize how many American businesses

are now owned by China (or Chinese

investors). Locally, Smithfield Foods was

purchased for 7.1 billion dollars, General

Electric Appliances were sold for 5.4

billion dollars, and AMC Movie company

was purchased for 2.8 billion dollars.

At the time of the article, four

balloons or unidentified flying objects

(UFOs not attributed to outer space

aliens) had been identified or shot

down.
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(Pictured below)

Sailors assigned to Explosive Ordnance

Disposal Group 2 recover a high-altitude

surveillance balloon off the coast of

Myrtle Beach, S.C., Feb. 5, 2023. U.S.

fighter aircraft under U.S. Northern

Command authority engaged and

brought down the balloon within

sovereign U.S. airspace and over U.S.

territorial waters on Feb. 4. Active-duty,

Reserve, National Guard and civilian

personnel planned and executed the

operation, and partners from the Coast

Guard, Federal Aviation Administration

and FBI ensured public safety

throughout the operation and recovery

efforts.

Photo credits:

US Department of Defense,

Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Tyler

Thompson
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Topsail Gun Gal: Are There Monsters Among Us?
By Dorothy Royal

24th February, 2023 Volume III, Issue 3

Anthony McRae, the 43-year-old man

who shot and killed 3 college students

and critically wounded 5 more on the

campus of Michigan State University, was

described by his own father as a man

who had demons inside. A troubled man,

who apparently had a violent past with

his immediate family members and a

disassociation with society, would spend

hours a day locked in his room playing

violent video games. His father stated

that on several occasions he asked his

son to get help and he would refuse.

In 2019 Mr. McRae was found with a

concealed weapon (a small handgun)

and loaded magazine and was charged

with a felony. If convicted of the charge,

he would have been prevented from

legally buying a firearm, but instead the

charge was plead down to a

misdemeanor.

Here was a person with known mental

health and violence issues who, through

a very common practice by the court

system of reducing charges, would now

be allowed purchase firearms in the

future.

How about instead of always blaming

firearms we hold those accountable who

fail us in upholding the laws and rules

that are already in place?

The new gun restrictions in Illinois

have led to over 2,000 new lawsuits

against the state being filed by private

citizens and gun right groups. Gun

buyers, as well as gun sellers, are

confused by the unclear documentation

regarding the changes. No law-abiding

citizen wants to become a criminal by

misunderstanding a rule, but on the flip

side, no rule or law should be so difficult

to understand that private citizens

cannot understand it.

President Biden wants an “assault

weapons ban” but what does he really

mean by that? In some of his speeches

he refers to semi-automatic pistols. Does

that make sense since 90% of handgun

owners have a semi-automatic pistol?

Perhaps the President’s advisers should

do a better job of informing him of what

he is referring to. Would any of his “bans”

have prevented the shooting at Michigan

State University? The answer is no. The

current restrictions against 18-, 19- and

20-year-old gun buyers would not have

applied since the man was 43 years old

and not purchasing a long gun. Would

the extended magazine ban have played

a role in preventing the tragedy? The

answer again is no. As of now the pistols

used had standard magazines, not

extended.

Perhaps if the court system worked

correctly and mental health help was

something people were not ashamed to

ask for, this tragedy would not have

happened.

Mr. McRae’s father stated that he did

not allow firearms in his home and did

not know his son had one and criticized

the violent video games his son

immersed himself in that involved lots of

violence and killing.

Remember knowledge is power,

accountability is vital to a healthy

society, and monsters do walk among us.

Sign Up Today For Our

Conceal Carry Class

March 11th
Saturday,

8:30am to 5pm

(910) 328-4499
127 Sound Rd in Holly Ridge
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Fashion Statements

I have a secret for y’all. I think I have

found the cure to hot flashes.

For years I heard the horror stories

about hot flashes. How bad could they

be? Come on! Well, let me tell

you...they’re bad. They come out of

nowhere, they creep up on you like

crow’s feet. I feel it’s like a tornado. It

comes through, hits you hard and you’re

left reeling once it’s over. And others

around you are un-phased. Like...what

just happened? And poor Jeff. I freeze

him out every night. He is bundled up,

still shivering with 3 blankets on and I

have a thin sheet over me with a foot

sticking out, fan on high and heater off

on these 30 degree nights. Bless his

heart.

I don’t know how many of you had the

pleasure of knowing Timmy Evans, but if

you knew him, he was your friend. He

and Trilby would have dinner with us at

the restaurant sometimes and “being

hot” came up in conversation once. I

shared with Timmy my trick. When I do

our bedsheet laundry and our sheets are

fresh from the dryer, ready to put on the

bed, I just couldn’t do it. The thought of

getting in bed with sheets still warm

from the dryer was too much. So I would

fold those sheets up and stick them in

the freezer for about 15 minutes, take

them out and put them on the bed. This

had Timmy rolling with laughter. He

never let me forget that story either!

BUT...I have found the cure. Hot Girl

Pearls. It is freezable cooling jewelry.

Each necklace or bracelet comes with a

cooler pouch that you keep in your

www.topsailtimes.net
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Check Us Out for Wing Night!

Offered in Naked, Teriyaki, Hot, Golden Mustard,

Mild, Sweet BBQ, Jalapeno BBQ, Jamaican Jerk,

Garlic Parmesan, AlabamaWhite,

and Thai Chili flavors

Every Thursday Night

552 East Ocean Rd, NC-50, Holly Ridge, NC 910-803-0773

In baskets of 6, 12, 18 or 24
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By Becky Borneman
freezer. When you are ready to slip on

the jewelry, pull them out of the freezer

and wear them coolly! They keep you

cool for up to 30 minutes. So whether

you are sleeping with them on, golfing in

the hot summer heat, wearing them

shopping, dining, boating...anything...you

will be cool.

Stop by Coral Cottage and check this

brilliant invention out for yourself! And if

you see me on the food truck this

summer in ragged clothing, ponytail and

no makeup, you just may notice a nice

set of pearls as well. And I will be happy

and cool.
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There’s a famous Pete Seeger 1955

song titled “Where Have All the Flowers

Gone?” that was covered by many folk

groups in the 60’s. Today a rewrite of that

song might be “Where Does All the

Plastic Go?” At our hospital we see first-

hand where some of it ends up.

Right before Thanksgiving we got a

call that a turtle had stranded in North

Topsail Beach. This little green was

admitted with a body temperature of 63

degrees, so we suspected cold-stunning

was the most likely reason she ended up

on the beach. She wasn’t loaded with

barnacles or algae like most of the cold-

stuns but she looked like she was

wearing a necklace. It’s not the kind of

accessory we like to see on any turtle

because it usually means there was some

interaction with a fishing line or a net.

We named this little cutie “Fuzzy Wuzzy”

and she was given the standard course of

meds, including treatment for anemia,

and settled into a tank.

Since she was in relatively good

condition upon admittance we thought

she might be a short timer. But she

seemed to be having a buoyancy issue,

especially in deeper water.

Very often this is a temporary condition

and will resolve as we keep the turtle in

lower water levels so they remain

horizontal, not listing or head or butt up.

But Fuzzy Wuzzy had a surprise in store

for us. Along with her normal digestive

waste we were netting numerous pieces

of plastic – for weeks!

These were probably what most of us

would consider “micro plastics” but if

they were moving through your gut they

probably wouldn’t feel so micro. All kinds

of colors, sizes and shapes, and all with

sharp edges. In the end this little six-

pound critter managed to pass a total of

14.5 grams of plastic, the equivalent of

three typical credit cards. Ouch. The

good news is that on January 3rd she

caught a boat ride with a bunch of her

friends to warmer waters, with a stern

reminder from us to look for a different

restaurant.

Patients that have eaten plastic (and

all kinds of trash) is not a one-off

occurrence for us. It’s out there

everywhere, and if the ocean is your

home and that’s the only place you can

get your food you’re in trouble. Years

ago, comedian George Carlin, noting that

plastic is not fully degradable, said that

the planet would eventually shake us off

Volume III, Issue 424th February, 2023

By Karen Sota like fleas and create a new paradigm

“Earth Plus Plastic.” He was not trying to

be funny.

We’re hoping that the cold weather is

coming to an end and we’ll probably be

seeing fewer cold-stuns. We continue to

rely on our locals and visitors to keep

any eye out for victims of cold snaps. If

you see a turtle that has washed up on

the beach or in our marshy areas or is in

the water floating motionlessly don’t

assume it is dead. They literally can’t

move, maybe not even blink. Whether

the turtle is big or small immediately

call our Director of Beach Operations,

Terry Meyer at: 910-470-2880. If she is

not available, call the hospital during

operating hours: 910-329-0222.

If the turtle is below the high tide line

and in danger of washing out, move it

above the high tide line if you can do so

safely. Ideally you should remain with

the turtle until our trained volunteers

arrive to retrieve it. If that is not

possible, find a way to indicate the

location of the turtle on the beach by

drawing large arrows in the sand or

placing beach debris nearby. The State

of NC hotline for stranded, sick and

injured turtles is 252-241-7367. The state

number picks up 24/7.

All conservation work for endangered

sea turtles at KBSTRRC and on Topsail

Island is authorized by the NC Wildlife

Resources Commission, ES Permit

23ST05.

Fuzzy Wuzzy with plastic pieces

Topsail Chamber Of Commerce

Business After Hours With Cookie

Tilghman Of Sonshine Wellness



susceptible than males to dying from

chronic injuries such as those from

entanglement or vessel strikes.

Female right whales become sexually

mature at about age 10. They give birth

to a single calf after a year-long

pregnancy. Three years is considered a

normal or healthy interval between right

whale births. But now, on average,

females are having calves every 6 to 10

years. Biologists believe that the

additional stress caused by

entanglement is one of the reasons that

females are calving less often.

North Atlantic right whales face many

threats, including entanglement in

fishing gear, vessel strikes, climate

change—which may alter their

migratory patterns and feeding areas—

and the impacts of ocean noise on their

ability to communicate, find food, and

navigate.

Entanglement in fishing gear is one of

the greatest threats to North Atlantic

right whales. NOAA Fisheries and our

partners estimate that over 85 percent

of right whales have been entangled in

fishing gear at least once. Fishing gear

can cut into a whale’s body, cause

serious injuries, and result in infections

and mortality. Even if gear is shed or

removed through disentanglement

efforts, the time spent entangled can

severely stress a whale, weaken it,

prevent it from feeding, and sap the

energy it needs to swim, feed, and

reproduce. Chronic entanglements are

one reason scientists think that female

right whales are having fewer calves and

are taking longer to have calves.

Vessel strikes are another major

threat to right whales. Their habitat and

migration routes are close to major

ports along the Atlantic coastline and

often overlap with shipping lanes,

making right whales vulnerable to

collisions with vessels. These collisions

can cause broken bones and massive

internal injuries or cuts from propellers.

Vessels of nearly any size can injure or

kill a right whale. The faster a vessel is

traveling when it hits a whale, the higher

the likelihood of serious injury or death.

The changing climate, and more

specifically oceanographic changes in

the Northwest Atlantic, are key factors

contributing to reduced reproduction

and higher susceptibility to human-

caused threats. Over the past decade,

right whales have changed their

distribution patterns, likely in response

to changes in prey location and

availability due to warming oceans. As

their prey moved, the whales began

spending more time in areas with fewer

lice (cyamids) covering their otherwise

black skin. Each right whale has a

unique pattern of callosities that

scientists use to identify individual

whales, an invaluable tool in tracking

population size and health. Aerial and

ship-based surveys and the North

Atlantic Right Whale Consortium’s

photo-identification database

maintained by our partners at the New

England Aquarium help track individuals

over the years.

When viewing right whales, you

might see these enormous creatures

breaching and then crashing back down

with a thunderous splash. You might

also see them swimming along with

their rostrum out of the water as they

skim feed on dense patches of plankton.

Right whales feed by opening their

mouths while swimming slowly through

large patches of copepods and other

zooplankton. They filter out these tiny

organisms from the water through their

baleen, where the copepods become

trapped in a tangle of hair-like material

that acts like a sieve. Right whales feed

anywhere from the water’s surface to

the bottom of the water column.

Groups of right whales may be seen

actively socializing at the water’s

surface, known as surface-active groups,

or SAGs. Mating and socializing occurs in

SAGs, which are observed during all

seasons and in all habitats.

Right whales communicate using low-

frequency moans, groans, and pulses,

which may maintain contact between

individuals, communicate threats, signal

aggression, or be used for other social

reasons.

Right whales can probably live for at

least 70 years, but data on their average

lifespan is limited since scientific

monitoring of the species is fairly recent.

Ear wax can be used to estimate age in

right whales after they have died.

Another way to determine lifespan is to

look at groups of closely related species.

There are indications that some species

closely related to right whales may live

more than 100 years. However, female

North Atlantic right whales are now only

living to around 45 years old and males

only to around 65 years old. Such

reduced lifespans are due to human-

caused mortality, not old age.

In recent years, researchers have

recorded more deaths among adult

females than adult males, leading to a

population with more males than

females, a bias that is increasing over

time. Females that undergo energetic

stress from reproduction may be more

North Atlantic right whales have been

listed as endangered under the

Endangered Species Act since 1970. The

latest preliminary estimate suggests

there are fewer than 350 remaining, with

fewer than 70 breeding females. The

number of new calves born in recent

years has been below average.

An infographic showing annual

population estimates for North Atlantic

right whale between 2007 and 2003. The

infographic also shows the annual calf

count for those years. On the right hand

side there are statistics from the North

Atlantic right whale Unusual Mortality

Event (97 animals, including 36 dead, 22

seriously injured, and 39 sublethally

injured/ill).

They have experienced an ongoing

Unusual Mortality Event since 2017,

which includes sublethally injured or ill,

seriously injured, and dead right whales.

The whales impacted by the UME

represent more than 20 percent of the

population, which is a significant impact

on an endangered species where deaths

are outpacing births. Additionally,

research demonstrates that only about

1/3 of right whale deaths are

documented.

North Atlantic right whales have

stocky black bodies with no dorsal fins,

and their blow spouts are shaped like a

“V.” Their tails are broad, deeply notched,

and all black with a smooth trailing

edge. Their bellies may be all black or

have irregularly shaped white patches.

Pectoral flippers are relatively short,

broad, and paddle-shaped. Calves are

about 14 feet at birth and adults can

grow to lengths of 52 feet.

Their heads have knobby white

patches of rough skin, called callosities,

which appear white because of whale

The North Atlantic Right Whale
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About The Species Population Status

Appearance

Behavior & Diet

Threats

Lifespan & Reproduction

The North Atlantic right whale is one

of the world’s most endangered large

whale species; the latest preliminary

estimate suggests there are fewer than

350 remaining. Two other species of right

whales exist: the North Pacific right

whale, which is found in the North

Pacific Ocean, and the Southern right

whale, which is found in the southern

hemisphere. Right whales are baleen

whales, feeding on copepods (tiny

crustaceans) by straining huge volumes

of ocean water through their baleen

plates, which act like a sieve.

By the early 1890s, commercial

whalers had hunted North Atlantic right

whales to the brink of extinction. (They

got their name from being the "right"

whales to hunt because they floated

when they were killed.) Whaling is no

longer a threat, but they have never

recovered to pre-whaling numbers, and

human interactions still present the

greatest danger to this species.

Entanglement in fishing gear and vessel

strikes are the leading causes of North

Atlantic right whale mortality. Increasing

ocean noise levels from human activities

are also a concern since the noise may

interfere with right whale

communication and increase their stress

levels.

NOAA Fisheries and our partners are

dedicated to conserving and rebuilding

the North Atlantic right whale

population. We use a variety of

innovative techniques to study, protect,

and recover these endangered whales.

We engage our partners, including the

fishing and shipping industries, as we

develop regulations and management

plans that foster healthy fisheries and

reduce the risk of entanglements, slow

down vessel traffic, and reduce ocean

noise.

Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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OCPAW: We Plan And God Laughs

Life can be unpredictable, as most of

us know. Still, if we understand and

explore the problems and situations that

can occur, we can also compare them to

actions and solutions available to us.

We constantly interact with the

animals we call our own, facing life

together through good times and bad,

but here is an idea for you to ponder.

Do you have room in your heart and

home to help a dog or cat have a place

of respite until a forever home becomes

available? Think of the joy it would bring

to your heart to know you were the

reason one or many of these animals

would have a new chance at life and not

an outcome that would end it.

Many counties have successful

programs when residents, shelters,

rescues, and animal welfare nonprofits

work together. Grants, such as our NC

Community Foundation Dallas Fred Allen

Fund and other private donations from

the community, strengthen the efforts by

providing spay/neuter assistance and

supporting foster homes. OCPAW,

(Onslow County Partners for Animal

Welfare) PawsAbility program for low-

cost spay/neuter, is one such program.

If you were provided assistance with

food and primary medical care.... would

you foster? OCPAW, can also help you

with this! The problem always has been

that a situation becomes apparent

before becoming a crisis, but there needs

to be more time to find a placement for

the animal, and the Shelter can only do

so much with limited housing space and

employees. If we come together to

make this happen, it would make a

positive change for many.

So, in my next few articles, I would like

to bring you some stories of those folks

we share space with in Onslow County

that have and are making a difference in

the lives of many.

The Journey of a Dog Called Max

The owners of Max, like others, found

themselves in a difficult situation. They

were elderly and were not capable of

exercising this active young dog, which

then resulted in his weight gain and

canine diabetes. Remembering if the

insulin had been administered and the

proper dosage to be given became

another problem with their failing

memories.

I became acquainted with the situation

when a veterinarian that Max had been

brought to be euthanized because there

was no placement available contacted

OCPAW. The owners decided to

surrender Max to that veterinarian, so his

journey began with a photo and this post.

Max stayed with Dr. Dante Martin at

Holly Ridge Veterinary Hospital until he

was moved to Buddies Country Kennels

on Gum Branch Rd in

Jacksonville. An excellent boarding

facility that gave Max a safe place to

stay with great supervision to run and

play safely with other furry friends.

laughter, and new toys to play with;

what an adventure! There was so much

to do and enjoy....a new beginning for

Max because of a family that saw the

soul of a dog in his eyes.

protections from vessel strikes and

entanglements.

A dip in right whale births and

lengthened calving intervals (from 3 to 5

years to 6 to 10 years) indicates that

reproductively active females have

struggled in recent years to find

sufficient food resources to support

pregnancy. As their environment

changes, right whales will likely continue

to modify their distribution and behavior

to adapt, resulting in a more uncertain

and unpredictable future for the species.

Ocean noise from human activities

such as shipping, boating, construction,

and energy exploration and

development has increased in the

Northwest Atlantic. Noise from these

activities can interrupt the normal

behavior of right whales and interfere

with their communication. It may also

reduce their ability to detect and avoid

predators and human hazards, navigate,

identify physical surroundings, find food,

and find mates.

Endangered North Atlantic right whales are

approaching extinction. The latest preliminary

estimate indicates there are fewer than 350

individuals remaining and less than 100

breeding females. Primary threats to the

species are entanglement in fishing gear and

vessel strikes. Climate change is also affecting

every aspect of their survival—changing their

ocean habitat, their migratory patterns, the

location and availability of their prey, and

even their risk of becoming entangled in

fishing gear or struck by vessels.

The North Atlantic Right Whale Road to

Recovery describes NOAA Fisheries’ efforts to

halt the current population decline and

recover the species.

It is built on the foundation of the statutory

requirements that we are charged with

implementing under the Endangered Species

Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. It

shows how our collective actions, in

collaboration with partners, fit together to

save this iconic species. The strategy

complements the North Atlantic right whale

2021–2025 Priority Action Plan by identifying

our goals and related objectives, and by

tracking and communicating progress on

major activities and associated milestones,

examples of which are given below. The Road

to Recovery is a living information resource

and will be updated regularly.

North Atlantic right whale mother and calf as seen

from a research drone called a hexacopter.

Hexacopters allow researchers to conduct right

whale photo identification and photogrammetry

studies. Photogrammetry techniques allow scientists

to get body measurements from aerial photographs.

Credit: NOAA Northeast Fisheries Science

Center/Lisa Conger and Elizabeth Josephson

(right)

North Atlantic

Right Whale

Eubalaena

glacialis

Credit: NOAA Fisheries

Dolphin & Whale 911
What to do if you see an injured or deceased

whale or dolphin:

Download the "Dolphin & Whale 911" app.

It will ask a series of questions, approximate

your location, and get you in touch with a

local representative.

The app is available on all

platforms and may be the

difference between life and

death for the sea creature.

By Dotty Harding
President & CEO

Onslow County Partners for Animal Welfare

I am a 6-year-

old black Lab

weighing 65

pounds,

neutered, and

fully

vaccinated.

Please come

to meet me

and bring me

home or foster

me because

when you look

into my sweet

brown eyes, you will see all the love my

soul has to offer. My name is Max, and I

want to go home with you and be your

forever boy.

Update on Max

Brianna looked into those sweet brown

eyes and knew he was her soulmate.

Max met his new family, and everyone

bonded. Max had plenty of love,

exercise, and companionship with two

and four legs, plus his diabetes was

stabilized. He became inseparable from

the other family's cherished dog as they

played, ran, and ate together side by

side, enjoying a wonderful life. They all

had the opportunity to travel for a

Christmas holiday to enjoy a family visit

filled with wonderful cooking smells,

If you would like to foster, contact Onslow

County Animal Services or local rescues in

our area.



Coastal Common Sense

Social media has become a war zone

for personal vendetta and

unaccountable verbal abuse. What

started out a few years ago as a novel

and innocent way to communicate

directly and share ideas with others on

the internet has devolved into a dark

place where people and governments let

loose with unlimited insulting comments

in order to gain command and control.

The whiz kids at Harvard, to their

credit, understood the tremendous

power of the internet to disseminate all

kinds of information with the click of a

button. They also saw the immense

potential to bring individual users

together to share personal information.

In the beginning, millions of those users

clamored to get on board this fast

moving great social media experiment.

The ease of operation was almost

impossible to resist. The Microsoft

technology that made internet access as

simple as clicking a mouse put the

world's population at users' fingertips

and allowed individuals to communicate

immediately with each other without the

expensive phone company interface.

The ability to instantaneously send

and receive all your most personal

anecdotes, aspirations and

accomplishments became an

intoxicating addiction that users could

not live without. Having the world at

your beck and call was a greater

temptation than people could avoid.

Social media seemed like a friendly,

confidential way to disclose and gain

reinforcement for your innermost

thoughts; despite the fact that you were

broadcasting your personal data to

millions of other unknown users seeking

that same privacy pretense.

And for a while it was a panacea of

enlightenment as users easily found

other friends as a receptive audience to

confessions and admissions that they

never before made public. It was

somehow therapeutic to be on the

psychologist's couch with millions of

other people sharing opinions, ideas and

attitudes. You could say anything to

anybody without restriction - it was

altruistic electronic freedom!

But then it became readily apparent

that there was no accountability; nobody

or nothing to control the unruly

comments that inevitably would surface

By KimMcGahey if people were left to their own self-

discipline - on lack thereof. Users

discovered that they could say anything

good, bad or indifferent without being

subject to any monitoring.

The floodgates opened as users were

able to criticize, condemn and confront

others with impunity. As soon as a topic

came up they didn't like, the addicted lit

up social media with a surge of mean-

spirited hateful rhetoric shouting it

down. The screams became more

immediate, louder and negative as

social media assumed a dark function of

judge and jury demanding thought and

speech control.

No longer was it an optimistic

fountain of good intentions for users to

freely drink from. It quickly became a

poison well for censorship to be

weaponized by those companies

controlling the platforms. Then

governments realized they could

manipulate those companies to their

own selfish political ends, resulting in a

back room methodology forcing private

enterprise to perform the government's

dirty tricks.

Thus, the Twitter and Facebook

corruption with the Department of

Justice and Federal Bureau of

Investigation: an Orwellian maneuver by

politicians to force businesses to deprive

the public of the freedom of information

and consequently the freedom of

speech.

Not only has social media declined

into a hateful individual insult forum,

but it has enabled the government to

shut down the free flow of information.

Either a new platform will be invented

to secure our 1st Amendment rights, or

the government will continue to

manipulate the masses by weaponizing

social media as it exists today. Caveat

emptor!
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Rouzer Announces New

District Office Locations

WASHINGTON, DC - Following

Congressional redistricting,

Congressman David Rouzer (NC-07)

today announced district office locations

to better serve constituents in the new

7th Congressional District, which now

stretches from the beautiful coastline of

Southeastern North Carolina west to

Lumberton and Fayetteville.

“Effectively meeting the needs of my

constituents has been — and will always

remain — a top priority. While we

cannot always help everyone because of

the nature of the issue or jurisdictional

issues, many times we can. With four

office locations throughout the 7th

Congressional District, my team and I

stand ready to address constituent needs,

concerns and provide assistance with

casework to the best of our ability. If you

have any questions regarding legislation

or casework needs or are looking for

direction to a source that can help,

please feel free contact one of my

offices."

Below is each office's address and

contact information:

Bolivia (Brunswick County) Office

310 Government Center Drive

Unit 1

Bolivia, NC 28422

Phone: (910) 253-6111

Fax: (910) 253-6114

Fayetteville (Cumberland County)

District Office

225 Green Street

Suite 202

Fayetteville, NC 28301

Phone: (910) 500-4880

Fax: (910) 253-6114

Lumberton (Robeson County) Office

550 N Chestnut Street

Suite 152

Lumberton, NC 28358

Phone: (910) 702-6140

Fax: (910) 253-6114

Wilmington (New Hanover County)

Office

2520 Independence Boulevard

Suite 201

Wilmington, NC 28412

Phone: (910) 395-0202

Fax: (910) 395-0209
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It was an honor to meet with members of the

North Carolina Fraternal Order of Police

last week. I proudly stand with North Carolina’s law

enforcement officers and remain committed to

protecting their ability to carry out their heroic work.

Enjoyed visiting with members from

N.C. Farm Bureau & NC Farm Bureau Young

Farmers and Ranchers Program

to discuss issues important to North Carolina’s

agriculture industry like the ongoing labor

shortage facing our farm families and my work

on the 2023 Farm Bill.

The Congressman’s office

will also hold mobile

office hours to ensure

constituents needing one-

on-one service have an

opportunity to meet in

person.
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BURGAW – Pender County Tourism

will host the 2023 Pender County

Business Expo & Trade Show.

The 2023 Pender County Business

Expo & Trade Show is scheduled for

Thursday, April 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

and will be held once again in the

Gymnasium and Family Life Center of the

Hampstead United Methodist Church

located at 15395 US-17, Hampstead.

“This one-day event will allow

networking with area businesses and

professionals along with a vendor trade

show for the promotion of the many

available services, businesses, events,

and more that are all here in Pender

County,” states Tammy Proctor, Pender

County Tourism Director. “This will be a

convenient event for residents to learn

about the goods and services located

here in Pender County, a one-stop shop

for available services for all residents.”

Pender County’s Business Expo &

Trade Show will provide an opportunity

to showcase many area businesses,

services, and products all in one place.

The event will include promotional

materials, giveaways, and door prizes.

The event will promote area networking,

professional services, and will also

include some educational breakout

sessions.

“The Business Expo & Trade Show is

open to all area businesses and

supporting chamber members for

participation as a vendor for the event,”

states Stephanie Key, Pender County

Tourism assistant.

The community and area

professionals are invited to attend. Free

admission for the public.

“We invite the community to plan to

attend the Pender County Business Expo

& Trade Show to learn more about the

many services, businesses, events, and

more that are all here in Pender County,”

states Olivia Dawson, Pender County

Tourism Assistant.

For more information about becoming

a vendor and booth space contact the

Pender County Tourism office at 910-

259-1278 or email

tourism@pendercountync.gov.

Community Updates
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BURGAW – Popular Pender County

festival and event are recipients of

awards from the North Carolina

Association of Festivals and Events

(NCAFE).

Ocean Fest and Burgaw’s New Year's

Eve Blueberry Drop are the 2023 NC

Association of Festivals & Events

Excellence Award Winners.

Ocean Fest was the recipient of 5

awards and Burgaw’s New Year's Eve

Blueberry Drop was a recipient of 2

awards during the recent 2023 Annual

ShowFest Event Innovators Conference!

Pender County Tourism and Ocean

Fest, both members of the association,

submitted entries into a variety of

offered award-winning categories for

each event. The awards program allows

the association to honor and recognize

festivals & events that took place during

the 2022 calendar year.

“We are pleased to work with these

Pender County festivals & events to

submit award entries,” said Stephanie

Key, Pender County Tourism Assistant.

“We are proud that these popular events

have received these recognitions.”

Ocean Fest, a nonprofit eco-friendly,

surf, arts, & music festival held in Surf

City, NC, was awarded as the NC Event of

the Year while also receiving an award

for Best Community Outreach and Best

Merchandise. Ocean Fest also received

an award for recognition of their

Supporting Sponsor New Belgium

Brewing Company with Mark Anders

being awarded Director of the Year.

The Town of Burgaw’s New Year's Eve

Blueberry Drop was awarded for both its

print media and event sponsor t-shirt.

“We are happy to see the event grow

in popularity along with the notoriety

across the state received from this

organization,’’ stated Cody Suggs, Town

of Burgaw Parks, Recreation, and

Tourism Director. “The event is a

collaborative partnership with Pender

County Tourism, Pender County Parks &

Recreation, and the North Carolina

Blueberry Festival.”

The Annual Show Fest Event

Innovators Conference is held in

Charlotte, NC. The theme of this year’s

conference was Getting Revved Up for

2023. Conference attendees included

festival & event planners and industry

professionals. For more information

about NCAFE visit online at

www.ncfestivals.com.

Popular Pender County Festival And

Event Are 2023 Award Winners

Left to right are OceanFest volunteers, Cody

Leutgens, Corey Sydes, Jody Fletcher, Liz

Trojan, and OceanFest Chair Mark Anders

Pender County Tourism To Host

2023 Pender County

Business Expo & Trade Show

The Corn Growers Association of

North Carolina will be conducting a

referendum for the assessment of corn

sold to first purchasers in North Carolina

on March 14, 2023.

Voting will take place at County

Extension offices during regular business

hours.

The current assessment is 1.25 cents

per bushel, and the Association is

proposing to change the assessment to

.30% of settlement. This will bring the

Association’s assessment in line with

other row crop assessments across North

Carolina.

If the Association realizes an increase

in funds, they will be applied to an

endowed chair position at NC State

University for the Extension Cropping

Specialist-Corn position. This endowment

will ensure the position will be filled with

the highest qualified candidates in

perpetuity.

Additionally, any increase in revenue will

cover the increased cost of conducting

research which benefits all North

Carolina corn producers.

The votes will be collected and

tabulated by NC State University and

results published by North Carolina

Department of Agriculture & Consumer

Services.

The Corn Growers Association of

North Carolina is governed by an all-

volunteer board of farmers and industry

representatives. The Association is

committed to promoting production

agriculture, funding research that

benefits corn growers across the state,

and representing all the state’s farmers

nationally and internationally.

Corn Growers Association Of North

Carolina Notice Of Referendum

At approximately 1:24 p.m. on

February 13, 2023, Onslow County 911

Center received a call from a male

reporting that he had been shot while

driving along New Bern Hwy, which

caused to wreck the vehicle in the

median. The incident occurred in the

4000 block of New Bern Highway north

of Jacksonville.

The 20-year-old victim has been

transported to Naval Hospital, Camp

Lejeune. He is expected to recover from

his injuries.

The suspect vehicle is a black Camaro

with tinted windows.

Early investigation suggests this was a

targeted incident, and that there is no

ongoing threat to the public.

Additional information will be released

as it becomes available.

The incident is being investigated by

the Onslow County Sheriff’s Office and

the N.C. State Highway Patrol.



The Public Is Invited To Attend Our Perennial Showcase With Kata Kress
Wallace At The Garden Center At Johnson Nursery On Saturday, April 1, 2023

The Gardens of Southeastern North

Carolina is a non-profit botanical garden

dedicated to improving lives, cultivating

inspiration, offering a variety of

experiences, and generating income for

the community.

Do you have gardening or landscape

design questions that only an expert can

answer? Join us on April 1st, 2023 from

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for the Perennial

Showcase with Kata! The Garden Center

at Johnson Nursery has partnered with

The Gardens of Southeastern North

Carolina to bring the brilliant Kata Kress

Wallace, Regional Product Manager of

Walters Gardens, to discuss the latest

and greatest perennials from Proven

Winners®!

Kress Wallace oversees one of the

largest perennial breeding operations in

the United States and is an unparalleled

source of information and inspiration!

She will be presenting Proven Winners®’

EZ Scape™ planting plan, which is a

variety of landscape layout ideas that

mix together perennials in coordinating

colors, sizes, and habits to create an

enchanting garden! Learn which

perennials will thrive in our region, how

to care for them and how they work

together. The presentation begins at

10:15am and will last until 11:30 a.m.

when Kress Wallace will hold a Q&A

session. Participants will then have time

to explore The Gardens and shop at the

Garden Center. Food, alcohol and wine

will be available for purchase, as will

new and specially-grown perennials.

Kata Kress Wallace is a Regional

Product Manager for Walters Gardens

Inc. in Zeeland, MI. Based in North

Carolina, she oversees sales in the

southeastern states. She has been closely

tied to the nursery industry throughout

her life. Her father owns Sarastro

Stauden, a nursery in Austria specializing

in unique and rare plants. Kress Wallace

has a master’s degree in Geography and

Spanish and came to the United States to

intern at Plant Delights Nursery with

Tony Avent. She worked for Hoffman

Nursery as their Garden Coordinator and

was later promoted to Production

Supervisor. While there, she oversaw

production of millions of grass liners and

managed an international crew. In 2019,

she received the Young Professional

Award from the Perennial Plant

Association and was named to the

Greenhouse Product News 40 Under 40

Class of 2020.

Tickets to the Perennial Showcase with

Kata are available for $15 on our

website.

Sign up by visiting:

https://checkout.square.site/buy/

OSGJ7K3YEJNASGWKW4CLWJEC
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Pyromania

Dianthus

Pulmonaria

IMPORTANT

PLEASE READ AND SHARE THIS WITH ANYONE YOU KNOW,

ESPECIALLY ELDERLY CITIZENS, WHO ARE BEING VICTIMIZED BY

THESE SCAMS!

The Sheriff's Office, the Clerk of Court,

nor any staff member of Onslow

County Courts will NOT call and

demand money for ANY REASON or

threaten you with a warrant, citation

or arrest demanding money for

ANYTHING.

Please protect yourself, your family,

your property, your friends, and

neighbors by not falling for these

scams.

We have received numerous complaints

from citizens saying they are receiving

phone calls and texts from people

claiming to be supervisors from the

Onslow County Sheriff's Office

demanding money for failure to report to

jury duty.

THIS IS A SCAM!
We have psoted several times in the past

regarding various scams where the very

convincing scammer presents himself to

be a supervisor from the Onslow County

Sheriff's Office. We are again having an

influx of calls where the scammer

demands money to avoid a citation for

failing to appear for jury duty.

IT IS A SCAM.

Again, the Sheriff's Office, Clerk of

Court, or Onslow County Courthouse

staff WILL NOT CALL AND DEMAND

MONEY FOR ANYTHING.

SCAM ALERT
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In accordance with the governing

rules of the NC Republican Party and the

North Carolina General Assembly G.S.

153A-27.1, the Executive Committee of

the Pender County Republican party met

for a properly called meeting of its

Executive Committee at 6:00pm on

Monday February 13th, in the Pender

County Commissioners chambers on

Walker Street in Burgaw NC.

The meeting was called to select a

candidate to fill the unexpired term of

Pender County District 1 Commissioner

Dr. Jimmy Tate. The Executive

Committee would like to thank the five

citizens who offered themselves for

consideration to fill this vacant seat.

After reading the candidate’s resumes

and their reasons for wanting to serve, in

advance, the Executive Committee

offered each candidate an opportunity to

speak to the Committee at the meeting.

It was obvious that each candidate was

worthy of consideration. Ultimately, the

committee could only choose one.

The Executive Committee of the

Pender County Republican Party will

forward the name of Brad George to the

Pender County Commissioners for their

consideration in filling the District 1

vacant seat on the Pender County Board

of Commissioner.

Congratulations Brad George.

Again, thank you to the other

candidates that stepped up and offered

their service for our county.

Brad George is the Pender County GOP

Executive Committee candidate we

have nominated to fill the vacant

District 1 Commissioner seat.

We are confident Mr. George will do an

outstanding job in this new position.

Mr. George has 100% support from the

Pender County GOP and we thank him

for his willingness to continue to serve

our great county.

Below is a brief bio of Brad George's

background, which he included in his

letter of interest to the GOP for the

District 1 commissioner seat.

Pender County's New District 1 Commissioner
By Joshua Smith
Chairman, Pender County GOP
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View from the beach at Pop's Place

(right)

F.U.R.R
Feline Urgent Rescue and Rehab

Adopt. Donate. Volunteer.
Lucy

I am "LUCY" and I am a

tiny girl that is VERY

sweeeeet! I am a teensy

shy, but I don't have a

mean bone in my little

body! I love other kitties

and I love to be held &

petted!

If you want a kind & docile little girl, please choose me!

Shrimp
Aren't calico cats colorful! I

think so because I am one!

Look at my silky soft fur with

multiple colors! I was a

rescued kitty from Hampstead,

along with a LOT of my

brothers & sisters. We were

born outside in a really tough

situation and FURR saved us! I

am a very quiet and small kitty.

I would LOVE for someone to pet and rub me all day! I

love treats too (kitty cookies) and I will come running at

the shake of that box! I am fully vetted and MORE than

ready to go! Please come meet me soon!

Roughy
I am a GORGEOUS long

haired orange tabby boy

& my fur is soooo soft!

FURR rescued me from a

fish place & I was skin &

bones. Now I am fat &

happy but still a little

shy....but all I need is a

little reassurance and

love, and I will be the

"bestest" kitty ever!

I love all of my siblings if you want a couple of cats!

Please give me a chance to show you what an amazing

cat I can be! I'm only a little over a year old!

Battlet Teens

We were born at the rescue

and can't wait for our new

FAMILY! We are SUPER

funny, playful, soft, loving

and totally entertaining! We

come with all of our vet work

and would love to meet you!

Our mama is a rescue that was saved by FURR and was

about to POP with us babies! She is sweet & beautiful

also and her name is "MAMA BATTLET"! You won't find

kittens more adorable than us! Better hurry! One of us

has already been adopted!!!

Perch

I look just like a full

blooded Russian Blue cat,

but I assure you, I was

another homeless rescued

cat that FURR saved! If you

like that SOFT blue/gray

coat & my big white spot

on my chest, then you'll

like me! I am a very sweet

boy & get along great with all the other kitties! Stop by

& feel my velour fur & get to know me! I'm only a little

over a year old!

Daddy Batts
My name is Daddy Batts

and FURR rescued me

after a coyote almost are

my front leg off! Thank

goodness I was rescued &

now I am as good as new!

I am a Maine Coon mix

and just as sweet as I am

beautiful!!! Although I am
still a little shy, everyone LOVES me at FURR! I'm now

ready for my "furrever" home!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE TO SEE CATS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

www.catfurr.org 864-483-2444

Some people make the world a little

bit more interesting. Mermaid Mary is

one of those people.

It was certainly a spellbinding evening

on July 23, 2022 at Swingbridge Nutrition

in Surf City.

Crystal ball, palm and tarot readings

were offered for those who participated.

I had a chance to speak with some of

the participants and Mary after the

readings were completed.

Everyone who participated seemed

pleased. Some received guidance for a

problem they were facing but it was

certainly fun for all the folks who came

in for a mystical experience.

Speaking with Mary after the event I

asked what people seemed most

concerned with when they came in for a

reading.

Mary who certainly does seem to have

a spiritual empathy and understanding of

those who speak with her said that most

people are seeking guidance. The most

prevalent concerns being those dealing

with money, relationships, and health.

Mary has always known that she is

gifted with discernment and perception

regarding the people and world

surrounding her. She knew from

childhood that she had a gift.

As I spoke with Mary her gifts became

evident. She is what my Granny called an

old soul. Her thoughtfulness and

compassion are without judgment. That

is the epitome of kindness.

I decided to have a reading,

something I have never done. I will never

reveal my questions or the answers. I’m

leaving those for the mystical realm and

Mermaid Mary.

Mermaid Mary
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New Surf City Mural - Art By David Mercer

#TownofSurfCity #SurfCityNCMuralsHome Is Where The HeART Is David Mercer 2023

Ward Realty 75th Anniversary
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GUNS FORWOMEN
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Most women purchasing a gun are going to get advice from a man on the type of gun and caliber size they need.

Unfortunately most men suggest guns that are PERFECT FOR A MAN...BUT NOT FOR A WOMAN.

After learning to shoot and getting my purchase permit I headed out into the world of male dominated gun shops. After stopping at a few I found a man who took time to explain

each gun to me and he finally convinced me that I needed to carry the gun that he actually owned. The problem was he was a 200 lb body builder and I was not (ha ha). Needless to

say I purchased a .40 caliber semi-automatic and bought the ammo and headed to the range.

While all the other women in my group were loading their clips with ease, I was struggling to the point of my thumbs nearly bleeding. When I finally got the gun loaded and ready, I

took my position and began to fire. BAM BAM BAM. The noise was tremendous, the recoil was more than I ever wanted and by the time I was done shooting everyone was staring at

me. Though I still hit the target my shoulders were sore and my head hurt.

This was NOT the right gun for me.

Of course my husband did not see my problem. He was gracious enough to take the gun (which I now see is a conspiracy on the part of men)

and I continued on my search for the right gun. Unlike most men I know, I was not raised shooting a gun.

I knew very little about them and found that in this case knowledge and comfort were the two most important things I needed to focus on.

Guns scare me and I needed a gun that I could feel safe around, know how to load and unload, and that I could ensure was safe around my children.

These were not things that anyone in a gun shop had ever asked me about and I knew that needed to change.

When a woman comes into my shop the questions I ask are.....
1. Do you have children in the house? (to me anyone under 18 is a child) SAFETY SAFETY SAFETY

2. Is this your first gun? I usually recommend a revolver for a first time gun owner - super easy to load, unload and clean.

3. Do you plan on carrying this gun for personal security? Makes a difference on size, weight and safety features

4. Do you plan on taking this gun out for target practice? (which I strongly recommend so that you become comfortable with the gun)

5. Will anyone else be using this gun (at the range)? Most men don't like shooting pink guns

When a woman comes into my shop these are questions that THEY ask me about handguns....
1. How do I open the gun to put in the bullets? The revolver is the easiest of the handguns to load and unload. In the case of a semi-automatic pistol, some guns required you to load the clip and then

ratchet the gun back to put one bullet in the chamber. Not all pistols require ratcheting. Make sure if you buy a semi-automatic pistol that you CLEARLY UNDERSTAND from the seller how to load the

gun correctly. Guns should come with an instruction manual that should also have instructions. Do not be embarrassed to ask!!!! This is going to be your line of defense and you need to know how to use

it.

2. What if the bullet jams? Revolvers do not jam. In the case of a semi-automatic pistol it is possible to have a bullet jam due to inferior ammunition; the gun needing to be cleaned or a weak or stiff clip

spring. Jams do happen in semi-automatic pistols and you MUST know how to clear the jam safely. Ask your seller and read the instruction manual.

3. How do I know the gun is loaded? In the case of a revolver, you slide open the cylinder and can easily see if the gun is loaded. Some semi-automatic pistols have "load" indicators such as a colored dot.

ALWAYS PRESUME THAT A GUN IS LOADED. When looking at a pistol always remove the clip and ratchet back the slide to view inside the gun to make sure it is empty. Do not look down the barrel or

pull the trigger to check. All it takes is one bullet!

4. My husband said that I need a .40 or .45 caliber gun because anything smaller won't stop someone. More people are killed by a .22 cal. bullet then any other round. The purpose of a gun is to PREVENT

harm, not to cause it. It is more important that you are able to load the gun and can control it .

I recommend a .38 special or 9 mm for woman. If they want a larger caliber I always suggest that they shoot one first before making that their first gun.

Some gun shops offer an indoor or outdoor range where you can rent a gun, which is an excellent way to try different types of handguns.

5. My husband said I should have a gun with a laser...is that true? Lasers are very popular and definitely make a gun "cool" looking but I always tell people to know how to aim their gun correctly first,

and not to depend on the red dot. On a bright sunny day the dot may not be visible.

6. How much should I spend on my first gun? Depending on the brand and style of gun you choose, your gun could cost anywhere from $250 and up. Most guns come with a basic warranty (if purchased

new). We sell handguns that can cost up to $1500 but we don't recommend anything like that for a first time buyer. We sell a nice selection of revolvers for $300 and up. There is nothing wrong with a

used gun for a first time owner as long as it has been inspected by an authorized gun dealer. Don't be afraid to ask friends and family for recommendations, it is an easy conversation starter!

7. If I lock up the gun and need it in a hurry, what do I do? Practice locking and unlocking your gun. Whether it is a cable lock through the gun itself or a trigger lock, make sure you know where the keys

are and how it works. We do not recommend storing guns loaded. If you have a gun for personal protection leave a clip loaded but out of the gun (and out of the reach of children). My husband always

teases me that if I ever needed my gun in a hurry I would be better off hitting the intruder with the gun box then trying to remove all the safety features. My response is that I have children in the house

and that takes priority over everything else.

8. How do I clean the gun? How often? A clean gun is a gun that is going to serve you well. It takes very little time to clean a gun that has been fired and worth every minute. The instruction manual

and/or gun dealer can show you how to properly clean and care for your gun. All inclusive kits are available for around $15.00

9. What difference does the barrel length make? A great bit of difference. The longer the barrel the more accurate the gun. Most conceal and carry guns are short barreled and made for easy storage on

your body. Some people have a gun for carrying and a gun for target shooting. There are quite a few guns designed to do both, just let your seller know what you want your gun for. We sell a short

barreled .380 that is perfect for self protection but not a gun I would take to the range.

10. How can I carry my gun? Check with your local gun laws. Every state is different. In North Carolina, you need a Conceal & Carry permit to carry the gun on your body (out of plain sight). We sell

several purses with holsters built right into them (since most women would be unable to find a gun in a hurry if they simply dropped their gun into their purse (ha ha). There are holsters designed for

wearing on your hip, concealing inside your pants and ankle holsters. We sell a t-shirt where the holster is sewn onto the fabric and can be worn under another shirt (for both men and women). How you

carry your gun is just as personal as what kind of gun you have.

11. What is an ambidextrous clip release? It is a button on semi-automatic pistols that allows the user to release the clip from either side of the gun (preferred by left handed shooters). Not all guns

come with this feature.

12. What if I already own a gun but I don't like it? Depending on your local gun laws and local gun dealers you may be able to trade your gun in for one that is right for you. Always check around since

the value of a gun varies GREATLY from one gun dealer to another. Our shop offers consignment (most shops do not). Be cautious of the neighbor that "will take it off your hands". That is usually a good

indicator that the gun is worth more than they are offering. Don't be afraid to call around or look your gun up in the "Blue Book" for reasonable values. Be careful of using web sites to determine the

value since in most cases the price listed is "asking price" and not what the gun sold for. Check your local laws before selling your gun to a private citizen.

13. Someone gave me a gun. How do I register it? Check your local laws since State Laws vary. North Carolina does not have a gun registration so therefore you are entitled to own the gun. If you are

going to transport the gun across state lines CHECK WITH EACH STATE you will be traveling in first. If you have a Conceal & Carry permit for your state check and see what other states allow you to

carry your gun in their states.

14. Other than a gun, what do you recommend for personal protection? With the introduction of tasers, people now (depending on your state's laws) have the ability to have a home protection device

that can give them time to stop the intruder and get help. Tasers are usually designed to "shoot" a pronged device up to 15 feet - an electrical charge is applied and the person usually drops to the

ground for 5 seconds - giving you the ability to defend yourself without direct contact. A background check is required when a taser is purchased to active it. Most tasers cost over $250.00 and re-fill

cartridges can be $30 or more.

15. What do I need to buy a gun? Check with local laws. In North Carolina a Purchase Permit or a Conceal & Carry Permit is required to purchase a handgun.

16. Can I buy a gun from a dealer in another state? Check with local laws. We can sell a gun to you and ship it to another state but it will be sent to a registered FFL Dealer (Federal Firearms Dealer).

When you go to pick up the gun you must have whatever is required in your state (purchase permit, etc.).

You will pay the purchasing gun dealer for the gun and shipping and the receiving gun dealer will charge a "Transfer Fee" which may be around $25. All paperwork will be filled out by the receiving gun

dealer. Bring your permit and identification (or whatever is required in your state). DO NOT buy a gun for someone else!

17. What are the handgun purchase permit requirements? In Pender County an applicant MUST be a citizen, naturalized or resident alien, be 21 years of age or older, lived in Pender County 30 days or

more, Provide NC Drivers License with correct address OR Military ID with proof of residency in Pender County. Questions? Call (910) 259-1212 or go to their website to fill out an application on line. $5

fee per permit.



TOPSAIL TIMES

Topsail Times is printed by the Topsail Times Newspaper, LLC.
This publication is not to be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means without prior permission from Topsail Times. www.topsailtimes.net

PAGE 17
Volume III, Issue 424th February, 2023

Lamberth Insurance Services
Tammy Lamberth

Agency Owner/Agent

tammy@lamberthinsuranceservices.com
910-430-6003 Work
910-389-5428 Cell

Surf City's Premier Waterfront Dining

Located at 602-B Roland Avenue

across from the Surf City Town Park

JM's On The Water offers an extensive menu that

includes scrumptious seafood, steaks, sandwiches,

salads, and an array of appetizers that can't be beat.

Open Weds - Sun 11-9pm

We

Music Events

TICKETS

$15 At The Door

Jeannine Pence
Independent Beauty Consultant

510 Birdsong Dr.
Holly Ridge, NC 28445
928.296.1418
jeanninep2@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/jmpence

ADVANCED PRODUCT CONSULTANT

Keep an eye on our FaceBook page for

future updates!

Holly Mart Animal Feed
Feed: Dog, Cat, Chicken, Horse, Swine & more

910-389-7001 or 910-389-7000 | 922 US Hwy 17 S, Holly Ridge, NC
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Serving Topsail Island for Over 25 Years!

Mattresses ● Accessories ● Artwork ● Flags ● Sofas

Furnishing Beach Homes is Our Specialty!
See Diana for any of your Real Estate Needs! Licensed Broker #265974

13997 NC Hwy. 50 | Surf City

910.803.0455

www.BeachFurnitureOutfittersInc.com
Lamps ● Gifts ● Outdoor Furniture ● Puzzles

Free Local Delivery & Setup
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Word Search (Raquel Welch)

Kansas City Bomber

One Million Years

Hannie Caulder

Tainted Blood

The Wild Party

Torch Song

Prince and Pauper

Last of Sheila

Forget About It

Bedazzled

Fathom

Three Musketeers

Legally Blonde

Roustabout

Tortilla Soup

Bandelero

Blackened Salmon Fillets Creamy Cajun Chicken Pasta
2 tablespoons ground

paprika

1 tablespoon ground

cayenne pepper

1 tablespoon onion powder

2 teaspoons salt

½ teaspoon ground white

pepper

½ teaspoon ground black

pepper

¼ teaspoon dried thyme

¼ teaspoon dried basil

¼ teaspoon dried oregano

4 salmon fillets, skin and

bones removed

½ cup unsalted butter, melted

Mix paprika, cayenne pepper, onion powder, salt, white and black

pepper, thyme, basil, and oregano together in a small bowl.

Brush salmon fillets on both sides with 1/4 cup butter, and sprinkle

evenly with the spice mixture.

Heat 2 tablespoons melted butter in a large, heavy skillet over high

heat. Add salmon and cook until blackened, 2 to 5 minutes. Lift fillets,

add remaining melted butter to the skillet, and flip fillets into the

butter. Cook until the other side is blackened and fish flakes easily

with a fork, 3 to 5 minutes.

4 ounces linguine pasta

2 boneless, skinless chicken

breast halves, sliced into

thin strips

2 teaspoons Cajun

seasoning

2 tablespoons butter

1 green bell pepper,

chopped

½ red bell pepper, chopped

4 fresh mushrooms, sliced

1 green onion, minced

1½ cups heavy cream

¼ teaspoon dried basil

¼ teaspoon lemon pepper

¼ teaspoon salt

⅛ teaspoon garlic powder

⅛ teaspoon ground black pepper

2 tablespoons grated Parmesan

cheese

Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add linguini pasta, and

cook for 8 to 10 minutes, or until al dente; drain.

Meanwhile, place chicken and Cajun seasoning in a bowl, and toss to coat.

In a large skillet over medium heat, saute chicken in butter until no longer

pink and juices run clear, about 5 to 7 minutes. Add green and red bell

peppers, sliced mushrooms and green onions; cook for 2 to 3 minutes.

Reduce heat, and stir in heavy cream. Season the sauce with basil, lemon

pepper, salt, garlic powder and ground black pepper, and heat through.

In a large bowl, toss linguini with sauce. Sprinkle with grated Parmesan

cheese.

R

E

C

I

P

E

S



Free Fly ● Life is Good ● Vineyard Vines ● Fish Hippie ● Olukai

Shibumi Shade ● Xtratuf ●Maui Jim ● Patagonia ● Pura Vida

From hats to shoes and everything in between,

we've got you covered!

Store Hours

Open Everyday

9am-6pm

Topsail Island's premiere outfitter for life's everyday adventures.

Inspired by the sea, sand and salt air, we love our coastal lifestyle and living on island time!

#ShopLocal
Family Owned and Operated for over 60 years!

701 N. New River Drive, Surf City, NC

910-328-3291

Shop online at www.herringsoutdoorsports.com

"the little store with MORE than you would ever expect..."

Alexis & Murphy Drew & Murphy

Murphy the Mascot

#Birkenstock #Sandals

NEW IN-STOCK
#SwiftEdge #FishFillet

NEW IN-STOCK
#Hibearco #Thermos

NEW IN-STOCK

Check Out Our Inventory
ONLINE OR IN STORE

Today!
Birkenstock ● Hey Dude ● Costa Del Mar ● Brooks




