
ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

April - May 2026



Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Fr. Gustavo Gregory Alfonso, Interim Priest

Fr. Deacon John Howard
8210 Cypress Lake Drive ~ Fort Myers, Florida 33919-5116

Telephone: (239) 481-2099 Fax: (239) 481-0504 Email: officeagoc@gmail.com
Fr. Gustavo’s email: gzalfonso59@gmail.com Website: Annunciation.fl.goarch.org

NEW Parish Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Parish Secretary: Donna Sowers Custodian: Val Hernandez
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VOICE EDITOR
Fr. Gustavo Alfonso

PARISH COUNCIL

Excutive Officers:
Heidi Kubiak
President
Olympia Ruppe
Vice-President
Mike Stamatopoulos
Treasurer
Mike Greenberg
Assistant Treasurer
Louise DiStefano
Secretary

Board Members:
Sundy Gulu
Stella Karras
Vasili Kourpouanidis
Art Turnas
John Xouris
Dmitry Yusin

Ladies Philoptochos
Fran Goldner

Altar
Don Headley

Choir
Virginia Headley, Director
Heidi Kubiak, Organist

Chanter
Virginia Headley

Prosphoro Bread
Doreen Turnas

Religious Education
Joanna Pastrikos

HOPE & JOY Advisors
Andrew & Joanna Pastrikos

Welcoming Committee
Stavroula Samaras
(Ministry Leader)

Bookstore
Virginia Headley

Dance Troupe
Georgia Kline
Victoria Neskes
Lea Koltoukis

Visit us on Facebook
Annunciation GOC Fort Myers

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Parish of Fort Myers Mission Statement
The mission of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church Parish is to proclaim and live the Orthodox
Christian Faith in its fullness as faithful bothers and sisters in Christ, and to welcome all who are

seeking the truth of the Lord's presence, mercy and grace. We must focus as a family of believers in
order to reach salvation in and through Jesus Christ. This sacred mission is fulfilled in the Holy Spirit
by living our faith through worship, teaching, witness, outreach, service and fellowship. All parish
activities will succeed if only done for the glory of God. By using our own God-given gifts of Time,

Talents, and Treasures we will accomplish this divine sacred work.
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Message from our Interim Priest



Message from the Parish Council President
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Dear Annunciation family,

Thank you to so many of you who stepped in to give of your time and talents
for our successful Greek Fest. To John and Olympia Ruppe, no words can
suffice for the work you do to organize and lead that event! Just know we
appreciate you.

Congratulations to Stella Karras for becoming our newest Parish Council
member. We welcome you and know how much of your time, talents and
treasures you share with us, now as an official member of the Council.
Congratulations to you, Joanna and Andrew on the birth of your newest
grandson! Also, thank you for continuing to lead the Nick Karras Grand Raffle
supporting the Building Fund. It is our second largest fundraiser, and we
appreciate the time and talents it takes that you give.

We have been on our Paschal Lenten journey, and heading into Holy Week.
We look forward to seeing you thru this most Holy and Reverent of weeks,
knowing our celebration time is coming, that Christ defeats death, for all of us.

We will be holding our Parish Assembly meeting in a few weeks. Please come
and join us as we discuss our projects, and update you on many important
items.

Thank you, and as always, love you! I appreciate each of you on the Council,
and the many duties you all have.

Prayers to those who are in need of healing.

Heidi Kubiak
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Philoptochos Ministry
Hello Annunciation Family,

I hope you are all well and enjoying your Lenten journey to Easter; can’t believe it’s almost
here!

I also want to thank so many of you, for wearing red on National Women’s Heart Health Day!
We appreciate your supporting and bringing awareness to this disease that affects so many of
us.
Thanks to all who volunteered to make our annual Greek Fest a great success!

Our peanut butter and jelly drive is in full swing. Drop your plastic containers of nut butter and
jelly in the Narthex by April 30. Your donations will help to feed hungry children in our area
during the summer months.

We attended our beautiful Annunciation of the Theotokos Great Vespers on the evening of
March 24, celebrated our feast day and enjoyed fellowship together. Our Philoptochos
members prepared an array of Lenten appetizers and desserts that were enjoyed by all! Thank
you so much to all who participated.

Finally, we have been busy preparing for our Annual Spring Bake Sale! Big thank you to Lea
Collier and Annie Migliore for chairing this event which is a huge undertaking of time, talents
and treasures!!! We are grateful to all that helped baked, donated supplies, and purchased our
delicious cakes, cookies, breads, and appetizers. We appreciate you!

Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 13 at 6:00 pm in the Education building. Please
make sure your membership is paid by then, and feel free to bring a friend to the meeting.

Thank you for all that you do and Kali Anastasi!

Your President and friend,
Fran Goldner



Religious Education & Youth Ministries
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On Sunday, March 15, we held our March

project, "Passports to Pascha," where students

enjoyed a meaningful and engaging lesson on

our spiritual journey toward Pascha.'

Saturday of Lazarus -- April 4

Please join us for a special and joyful morning that will include:

Divine Liturgy

Palm making

Youth project

Our annual breakfast

We kindly ask families to sign up to bring Lenten breakfast items.

Looking Ahead to Holy Week (April 5-April 12)

We are beginning preparations and invite our youth to participate:

Holy Week Readers (Grades 3-12) Please contact Georgia Kline

Myrrh Bearers for Good Friday (April 10) Please contact Victoria Neskes

On Sunday, March 1, we celebrated the

Sunday of Orthodoxy, reflecting on the

beauty and truth of our faith.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our parents, volunteers, and parish family for your continued

support and involvement. We look forward to a blessed season of faith, learning, and fellowship with

our children

In Christ,

Andrew & Joanna Pastrikos
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Stewardship Ministry
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Congratulations to our
$20,000 Raffle winners!!!
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Godparent Sunday, February 3rd

February Birthdays!
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1st Salutations of The Theotokos

Sunday of Orthodoxy

Sunday of the Veneration of the Cross

40 Day Churching
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Parish Feast Day
Annunciation Great Vespers...

... and Happy 36th Anniversary
Fr. Gustavo & Pres. Margarita!
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