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Annunciation Greek Orthodox Parish of Fort Myers Mission Statement
The mission of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church Parish is to proclaim and live the Orthodox Christian Faith in its
fullness as faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, and to welcome all who are seeking the truth of the Lord’s presence,
mercy and grace. We must focus as a family of believers in order to reach salvation in and through Jesus Christ. This
sacred mission is fulfilled in the Holy Spirit by living our faith through worship, teaching, witness, outreach, service
and fellowship. All Parish activities will succeed if only done for the glory of God. By using our own God-given gifts
of Time, Talents, and Treasures we will accomplish this divine sacred work.



Message from our Priest



Message from the Parish Council President



Philoptochos Ministry



Religious Education Ministry



Stewardship Ministry









Our Little Bookstore
Looking for a religious gift? A special book or Icon? A Holy Week Book? Prayer rope bracelets? Did you
know we have Feta in the bookstore refrigerator for sale? We also carry Pastitsio noodles, Greek coffee,
Frappe mix, semolina and other items. Come visit our Bookstore after Sunday Liturgy. We have Baptismal
kits, Baptismal Martyrika (witness pins), Wedding accessories, funeral cloth. See Virginia Headley or any of
our Parish Council Members for assistance. Don't see something we may be able to get it for you.



2023 & 2024 Flowers for Feast Day Icons
Flowers for Good Samaritan Icon - Nov. 12th - Kostas & Rosalie Doikos
Flowers for St. Katherine Icon - Nov. 25th - Angela Zotos & Dennis Sobieski
Flowers for St. Stylianos Icon - Nov. 26th - Angela Zotos & Dennis Sobieski
Flowers for St. Barbara Icon - Dec. 3rd - Kostas & Rosalie Doikos
Flowers for St. Nicholas Icon - Dec. 6th - Cheryl Haught
Flowers for Holy Forefathers Icon - Dec. 10th - Kostas & Rosalie Doikos
Flowers for Nativity of our Lord Icon - Dec. 25th (on the 24th) - Pamela Strikis
Flowers for St. Stephen Icon - Dec. 31st - Athena Fisk
Flowers for St. Basil the Great Icon - Jan. 1st - Athena Fisk
Flowers for Epiphany Icon - Jan. 6th - Pamela Strikis
Flowers for St. John the Baptist Icon - Jan. 7th - Cheryl Haught

Thank you for your Donations!

2024 FLOWERS FOR FEAST DAY ICONS
Flowers always add beauty to whatever they adorn. It has always been a tradition among our
Orthodox Churches to decorate Holy Icons with flowers when the Feast Day is being
celebrated.
Please contact the Church Office and donate towards the flowers you would like as soon as
possible. As always, this will be done on a first come, first serve basis. The names of those
who donate the flowers will be listed in the "VOICE" Newsletter the month after the Feast Day
is celebrated. Thank you for your support in this project and may our Lord continue to bless
you. Please make your check payable to: ANNUNCIATION CHURCH

Flowers for St. Basil the Great Icon - Jan. 1st $45.00 TAKEN
Flowers for Epiphany Icon - Jan. 6th $45.00 TAKEN
Flowers for St. John the Baptist Icon - Jan. 7th $45.00 TAKEN
Flowers for St. Anthony Icon - Jan. 14th $45.00
Flowers for Sunday of Ten Lepers Icon - Jan. 21st $45.00
Flowers for Sunday of Zacchaeus Icon - Jan. 28th $45.00
Flowers for St. Tryphon Icon - Feb. 4th $45.00
Flowers for St. Vlassios Icon - Feb. 11th $45.00
Flowers for St. Theodore of Tyron Icon - Feb. 18th $45.00
Flowers for Pulican & Pharisee Icon - Feb. 25th $45.00
Flowers for Prodigal Son Icon - Mar. 3rd $45.00
Flowers for Last Judgment Icon - Mar. 10th $45.00
Flowers for Expulsion of Adam & Eve Icon - Mar. 17th $45.00



James Rogers Award Receipents
Catechism Tour

Ladies Philoptochs Volunteer's

Turkey Drive

St. Nicholas Celebration

2023 Archangel Michael Awards
On November 11th our 2 Recipents Karen
Hanley and Virginia Headley received their
award in Atlanta from His Eminence
Metropolitan Alexios. These ladies of our
Parish were chosen because of their
faithful dedication and service to our Lord
Jesus Christ and to our Parish. May our
Lord continue to bless them always with
health and protection.

Wishing you blessings
and prosperity in the
new year!



2023 PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Our Parish held it's 2023 Parish Council Elections on Sunday, Dec. 3rd. We had 2 Candidates for 2 positions to serve for a
3-year term starting in 2024 and ending in 2026. Congratulations to Heidi Kubiak and Art Turnas who were reelected to
serve another term. We pray our Lord will bless the 2 returning Parish Council members with all good things that come
from above.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS WHO HAVE COMPLETED THEIR TERM
Our entire Parish would like to thank the Parish Council member who has competed his term in 2023. John Xouris served
on the Parish Council over these past 3 years with great commitment and leadership. He offered his Time, Talents and
Treasures faithfully in order to move our Parish forward to help meet the needs of every member. We know he will
continue to serve our Parish in various ways just as he did as a member of the Parish Council. May our Lord continue to
bless him with all good things from above.















2023 SACRAMENT, BLESSING & RITE REGISTRY

40 DAY BABY BLESSING
Alexander Pastrikos received his 40 Day blessing in our Parish on November
26th. He is the son of Andrew and Joanna Pastrikos and the brother of
Nicholas, Nektarios, Joseph, and Ioannis. His Grandparents are Fr. Nick and
Presvytera Sandy Pastrikos and Stella Karras. May our Lord continue to bless
him and grant him many years.

FUNERAL RITE
Mike Lemonakis fell asleep in the Lord and his funeral was held in our Parish
on November 17th. Mike was 90 years old. We offer our prayers and sympathies
to his son John and to the rest of the him family. May his memory be eternal and
may life be unto the family.
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JANUARY 6TH
EPIPHANY DAY

This Feast Day is one of the greatest days of the Christian year. It ranks in importance with
Christmas and Easter. In many parts of the world, this Feast Day is celebrated with even greater
solemnity than Christmas itself. In English, we are accustomed to hearing this Feast Day called
"Epiphany" a word which mean "manifestation" or "appearance." On this day, the Orthodox Church
celebrates the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River by St. John the Baptist (he is called "the
Baptist" because he baptized Christ.) Epiphany day is also called "Theophany" which means "God
shows himself to us." The importance of this Feast Day lies int he fact that for the first time the Holy
Trinity was revealed for all mankind to know and believe, (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit).
When Jesus Christ was baptized in the River Jordan, a voice was heard from the heavens above
saying, "This is my Son in whom I am well pleased." The Father whose voice was heard from the
heavens was God. The white dove was the symbol of the Holy Spirit which descended upon Jesus
Christ, the Son of God Thus, we have the Holy Trinity being revealed to all that day, almost 2000
years ago. This is why we call this day the day of illumination (light) and manifestation (appearance).
The Holy Trinity made its appearance, and we have been illiminated by this wonderful truth and
blessing. The Greek Orthodox calls this day Ta Fota, which means the day of "Lights." On this day
we have the traditional blessing of the waters. Since the waters of the Jordan were blessed by the
presence of Jesus Christ, it is a source of Divine Grace and blessing and we bless ourselves and our
homes with the waters of the "Sanctification Service" which is held every January 5th and 6th.

The service on January 5th is called the Aghiasmos, or Service for Blessing Holy Water. On this
day all Holy Water bottles are filled and given to the faithful to use during the year in their home. The
service on January 6th is called Megas Aghiasmos, or Great Service for Blessing Holy Water, and
the water that is blessed is given to the faithful to drink. The Priest also blesses all Orthodox homes
with the sanctified water of the Epiphany Service. In many parts of Greece and in the Southern States
of America, the traditional blessing of the waters is observed; and then a cross is thrown into the
waters and young men dive into the water to get the cross. This is all part of the celebration of this
great Feast Day of our church.

Epiphany Day is a day of illumination and santification. Let us pledge ourselves to a greater
participation in the sacramental life of the Church of Christ. When the Priest blesses our homes, let us
all pray that the blessing of the Epiphany Season be with us throughout the year and may our homes
be sanctified with our prayers, Christian living and spiritual direction in our lifetime.








