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Mission Statement
The mission of Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Church Parish is to proclaim and live the
Orthodox Christian Faith in its fullness as
faithful bothers and sisters in Christ, and to
welcome all who are seeking the truth of the
Lord's presence, mercy and grace. We must
focus as a family of believers in order to reach
salvation in and through Jesus Christ. This
sacred mission is fulfilled in the Holy Spirit by
living our faith through worship, teaching,
witness, outreach, service and fellowship. All
parish activities will succeed if only done for
the glory of God. By using our own God-given
gifts of Time, Talents, and Treasures we will
accomplish this divine sacred work.

About the Cover
The Apostles’ Fast (also known as the Peter and Paul Fast) is a major penitential season in the Orthodox Church. It honors
the Apostles who fasted and prayed in preparation for spreading the Gospel. The fast begins on the Monday after All
Saints' Sunday and always concludes on June 29th, the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. Because the date depends on Pascha,
the fast’s length varies significantly each year, lasting anywhere from a week to over a month. The Apostles’ Fast is
generally less strict than Great Lent. Fish, wine, and olive oil are generally allowed on most days. Beyond dietary
restrictions, this period emphasizes spiritual preparation, almsgiving, and increased prayer. It is viewed as an opportunity
to simplify our routine and focus on spiritual growth as we seek to mirror the missionary zeal of the Apostles.



Message from our Interim Priest
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Message from the Parish Council President
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June 2026

What a beautiful season we have just experienced. Pascha fills us with joy and
renews our confidence that Christ is victorious over death. During these forty days, we
have celebrated that victory in a visible way by not kneeling during the liturgy. This
posture is not a sign that we are praying any less reverently. Rather, it reflects the truth
we proclaim in faith: that Christ has conquered death and opened to us the gift of His
life. Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the
tombs bestowing life.

Over the last few months, we have made improvements to our campus. Our new
roof, new high impact windows and doors are installed. The courtyard plants look
beautiful and soon, we will have all new doors in the courtyard. Our building and
grounds committee are planning for Church entrance improvements, as was approved
over the last 2 Parish Assembly meetings. Have you noticed the steps on the solea?
They have been so beautifully improved for vision marking the steps! For those of you
who know why this improvement was much needed, you know! Father Gustavo and
Presbytera Margarita, along with all of us, are very grateful for this improvement. I take
this opportunity to thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the time, talents and
treasures you all have given.

Congratulations to our Sunday Education leaders, and to the young people they have
taught throughout this year! The Council is very grateful for all of you who gave of
your time and talents in leading our youth in the education of our Faith.
Congratulations to Sundy Gulu and Deacon John for giving of your time and talents
and the education you provided to our parish members. Congratulations to the YAL
who are starting up, eager to provide support to our parish and community! Let’s have
a great summer. Thank you Council members for all your work and support. Pray! We
all know what season starts June 1st !

With love and gratitude for your support as Parish Council President,

Heidi Kubiak
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Philoptochos Ministry

Hello Annunciation Family,
I hope you are all well and enjoying the warm weather and staying

dry! Our year is almose ending. Our last meeting this season will be on
Tuesday, June 2 at 5:30pm. It will be a dinner/meeting at Nomiki's Plakka.

We are excited to welcome three new members to our Ladies
Philotochos Society. Sonia Carvelli, Stephanie Pacheco and Cheyenne
Evangeline Laurance. We are so excited to have them join us! They are
wonderful additions to our group. Thank you ladies!

We wrapped up our peanut butter/jelly drive. I am happy to announce
we surpassed our totals from last year by almost 30 pounds! Way to go
everyone! Your donations help to feed Lee County children throughout the
summer months. Special thank you to Doreen for bringing this event to us.

Our next drive will be benefiting Heights Elementary School
Kindergarten through 5th grade school in our area, and Fort Myers Middle
Academy. We will be collecting new items including socks, underwear,
and gym shoes, and back packs with or without supplies. This drive will
run from June 1st through the end of July. Please see the attached flyer.
Thank you to Doreen and Marilyn for chairing this drive.

I hope you all have a great summer and thank you so much for all
your help. See you in September.

Your president and friend,
Fran Goldner



Religious Education & Youth Ministries
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As we close another wonderful Sunday School year, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to all of our parents and grandparents for your continued love, support, and dedication
throughout the year.

On May 17, we celebrated out last day of Sunday School classes, and on May 24, we enjoyed
a fun end-of-year celebration at HeadPinz with out students and families. It was a beautiful way
to celebrate all the learning, friendships and memories made this year.

Your commitment to bringing the children to church and Sunday School each week is truly
appreciated.

We would like to wish all of our families a safe, happy, and blessed summer! Although
Sunday School classes are on break, we encourage everyone to continue bringing the children to
church throughout the summer months to keep them connected in faith and fellowship.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back when our Sunday School program resumes in
September!

In Christ,
Andrew & Joanna Pastrikos



Stewardship Ministry Update
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Karras Beautification of our Courtyard!!!

2026 ANNUNION EVENTS CALENDAR
June - July

NEW OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Closed

Tuesday thru Friday 10:00AM to 2:00PM
Monday, June 2nd - Philoptochos dinner/meeting 5:30PM
Monday, June 8th - Apostles Fast Begins
Wednesday, June 17th - Parish Council Meeting 6:00PM
Monday, June 29th - SS Peter & Paul the Holy Apostles Divine Liturgy 9:30AM
Friday, July 3rd - Parish Office Closed



Page 11



Page 12
Palm Sunday

Holy Week and PASCHA
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Holy Week and PASCHA

Greeters

A Big Thank you to everyone who donated Flowers and
Pascha offerings.
In total we received:

$3,750 Pascha Offerings
$1,315 for Flowers
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Greek Fest Appreciation Barbeque
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End of Year Sunday School Bowling at HeadPinz

The children, teachers, parents and grandparents celebrated the end of an incredible
Annunciation GOC Fort Myers Sunday School year at HeadPinz! A hugh thank you to all
of our amazing teachers and dedicated parents for all of your love, support, and hard work
throughout this year.

Your dedication means so much to our children and our church family. We wish
everyone a wonderful and blessed summer and look forward to seeing you all back in
September! Please remember to continue coming to church during the summertime as
well.

Joanna & Andrew Pastrikos
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Annunciation GOC Golf Tournament










