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Annunciation Greek Orthodox Parish of Fort Myers Mission Statement
The mission of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church Parish is to proclaim and live the Orthodox Christian Faith in its
fullness as faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, and to welcome all who are seeking the truth of the Lord’s presence,
mercy and grace. We must focus as a family of believers in order to reach salvation in and through Jesus Christ. This
sacred mission is fulfilled in the Holy Spirit by living our faith through worship, teaching, witness, outreach, service
and fellowship. All Parish activities will succeed if only done for the glory of God. By using our own God-given gifts
of Time, Talents, and Treasures we will accomplish this divine sacred work.



Message from our Priest



Message from the Parish Council President
A Letter to my Annunciation family,

First, I would like to thank Cheryl Haught for the leadership she demonstrated over the last two years, as she
navigated the Council through some challenging times. Thank you, Cheryl.

Thank you to John & Olympia Ruppe for the leadership shown in the planning and execution of our
Greekfest, even in the rain. The Council members and Parish family who stepped up,
Thank you!

I'm looking forward to working with Council members and you, my family, in all the responsibilities there are
in the operational aspects of our Parish. However, and more importantly, we are here to support Father Dean
in fulfilling our mission statement...
"To proclaim and love the Orthodox Christian Faith in all its fullness as faithful brothers and sisters in Christ,
and to welcome ALL who are seeking the truth of the Lord's presence, mercy and grace."

Soon we will be embarking on our Lenten journey. We pray to stay in the prayers and reverence of this
season, as we should throughout the year.
Thank you to the Council members for this opportunity to help guide all of us through good and challenging
times, together, and to the glory of God.

Blessings to all,

Heidi Kubiak
Parish Council President



Philoptochos Ministry



Religious Education Ministry

Bishop Constantine & Sunday School children



Stewardship Ministry

What a beautiful example of the tenants of stewardship were observed during our

Greekfest. So many gave! Whether it was time, talents or treasure, our family came

together and we held Fest #49! The rich tapestry of our Greek culture, traditions, food

and faith were on display. So many people enjoyed our Church tours, our dancers, our

vendors and of course, our food. Thank you, again!

As for Stewardship numbers, from our Stewardship drive, and thru mid February, we

have 104 pledged families, and 25 non pledged. Pledges total almost $126,000 while

our budgeted goal was $200,000 suffice it to say, we have work to do! The

Stewardship committee will be coming together soon, any ideas are always welcome.

These numbers are just a bit lower when compared to last year, but we understand our

current economy is different from last year! Thank you to those who pledged and to

those still praying about it, we appreciate you!

With love and prayers,

Heidi Kubiak

Stewardship Chair

CHEESEFARE SUNDAY

On this day we commemorate the expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise. The Fathers of

the Church set aside the anniversary of the exile of Adam and Eve from the paradise of bliss

on this day to show us be deed as well as by word what a great benefit that accures to man by

fasting; and on the contrary, how great the harm that comes from destructive gluttony and

from disobedience to the Divine Commandments. They also whished to emphasize that the

first commandment given to men was the commandment of fasting, which, since our first

created ancestors disobeyed, not only did they not become gods, as they imagined, but lost

the life of happiness and bliss which they enjoyed, falling into the pit of corruption and death,

and trasmitting these to the whol human race.





WELCOME NEW FAMILY MEMBERS
Our Ministry Team has grown with members Elaine Green, Cheryl
Haught, Fran Goldner, Sultanna Kourpouanidis, Nike Constantelo,
Athena Fisk, Nancy Koupelis, Doreen Turans, Voula and Mike
Samaras and myself. You will see them in the area outside of the
Narthex. If you bring a friend or family to worship, please fill out a
WELCOME CARD. New guests visiting or moving to our area
who are seeking Christian worship and fellowship. Fr. Dean will
acknowledge the new families at the end of Liturgy.

We welcome this year 2024:
Adrianna & Mark Zaharis Viktoriia Tonkonoh & Family
Cheryl & Leo Sioris Lois & Jerome Simon
Virginia Scarpelos Iuliia Rybovalova & Family
Elena & Travis Dowhen Andrianna Moustakas
Dr. Thomas & Karolyn Ladas & Family
Peter Domer & Dr. Nanette Rumsey John & Vicki Dimurro
Carole Farella & Family Peggy & Jim Boytor
Jon & Peggy Kennedy Lexi Patestos

In His Service,
Presvytera Carolyn

The Triodion
Great Lent has its own liturgical book - The Lenten Triodion. It contains hymns and biblical readings for every day of the
lenten season beginning with the Sunday of Publican and the Pharisee and ending with Vespers of Great and Holy

Saturday...Very few people today know and understand the unique beauty of depth of this lenten hymnography. The

ignorance of the Triodion is the principle cause of the slow transformation of the very understanding of Lent, of its

purpose and meaning - a transformation which took place little by little in the Christian mentally and reduced Lent to a

juridical "obligation" and a set of dietary laws. The real inspiration and challenge of Lent is all but lost today and there is

no other way toward its recovery but by an attentive listening to the hymns of the Triodion. It is significant, for example,

how often these hymns warn precisely against a "formal" and therefore hypocritical understanding of fasting. Throughout

the whole Lent, the opposition of the Publican's humility to the Pharisee's boasting and self-glorification is stressed in

hymns, while hypocrisy is denounced. But what then is the real fast? The Triodion answers: It is firstof all inner

purification. It is also a return to love, a fight against "broken life," against hatred, injustice and envy. How many people

have accepted the idea that Lent is the time when something, which may be good in itself, is forbidden, as if God were

taking pleasure in torturing us? For the authors of lenten hymns, however, Lent is exactly the opposite. It is a return to

the "normal" life, to that "fasting" which Adam and Eve broke, thus introducing suffering and death into the world. Lent is

greeted, therefore, as a spiritual spring, as a time of joy and light. Only those who "rejoice in the Lord," and for whom

Christ and His Kingdom are the ultimate desire and joy of their existence, can joyfully accept the fight against evil and sin

and partake of the final victory...Throughout the forty days, it is the Cross of Christ and His Resurrection, and the radiant

joy of Pascha that constitute the supreme "term of reference" of all lenten hymnography, a constant reminder that

however narrow and difficult the way, it ultimately leads to Christ's table and Kingdom.

--from Great Lent, by Alexander Schmemann



Glendi Event, January 27th



GOYA GATHERING

Vasilopita, Jan. 7th

IOCC Dinner Gathering

Hope & Joy Gathering at Spinz

THE PRESVYTERES Clergy Wives from Fort Myers, Boca Raton,
Miami and Naples met for lunch and gathered as the Southeastern
Conference of Florida met in January. Presvytera Carolyn
represented Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church.

Troupe Dancers at FSW



Thank you note from IOCC

Chantor Steve Dellis









2024 PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS

OnWednesday, February 21st under the supervision of Fr. Dean the elected Parish

Council members elected the Officers for 2024. Our entire Parish would like to thank

Mike Martinjuk, Dr. Dirk Peterson and John Xouris for their dedicated service to our

Parish as they leave the Parish Council. The Parish Council welcomes as new

members Sundy Gulu and Vasili Kourpouanidis. We congratulate all of our Parish

Council members for offering their Time, Talents and Treasures and pray the Lord

will continue to bless them as they serve our Parish for the benefit of all members.

The 2024 Officers are:

President: Mrs. Heidi Kubiak

Vice-President: Mrs. Olympia Ruppe

Secretary: Mrs. Louise DiStefano

Treasurer: Mr. Mike Stamatopoulos

The remaining members areMary Sue Gladis, Cheryl Haught, Art Turnas and

Dmitri Yusin



LENTON PRAYER OF ST. EPHRIAM THE SYRIAN

LORD AND MASTER OF MY LIFE, TAKE FROM ME THE
SPIRIT OF SLOTH, DESPAIR, LUST OF POWER, AND IDLE

TALK
BUT GIVE RATHER THE SPIRIT OF CHASTITY, HUMILITY,

PATIENCE, AND LOVE TO YOUR SERVANT
YES, LORD AND KING, GRANT ME TO SEE MY OWN

TRANSGRESSIONS AND NOT TO JUDGE MY BROTHER. FOR
YOU ARE BLESSED UNTO THE AGES OF AGES.

AMEN.
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