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Tribal Council Regular Meeting Schedule for 2026 
 

Regular Meetings have been scheduled for the following Wednesdays at 10:00 AM EST.  

All regular meetings shall be held at the Government Center Lodge and via Zoom 

and are open to members. 

 

Department Reports & minutes of various entities of the Tribe will be accepted 

during the third meeting of the month. 

 

 

January 07		  April 01		  July 01		  October 07 

January 14		  April 08		  July 08		  October 14 

January 21		  April 15		  July 15		  October 21 

January 28		  April 29		  July 22		  October 28 

 

 

February 04		 May 06		  August 05		  November 04 

February 11		 May 13		  August 12		  November 11 

February 18		 May 20		  August 19		  November 18 

February 25		 May 27		  August 26		  November 25 

 

 

March 04		  June 03		  September 02	 December 02 

March 11		  June 10		  September 09	 December 09 

March 18		  June 17		  September 16	 December 16 

March 25		  June 24		  September 23	  
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Health Services
               O: 231-723-8299
               O: 231-398-6601
               Pharmacy: 231-398-6853
Services:
Family Medicine
Foot and Ankle Clinic
Community Health Nurse
Diabetic Educator
Purchase & Referred Care (PRC)
Extended Health Assist. Program (EHAP)
Pharmacy
Fitness Center

Victim Services
E: victimservices@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6719
Web: www.victimservicesprogram.org
Services:
Advocacy and various other supportive services for victims and survivors of intimate
partner domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, stalking, trafficking, and
child sexual abuse.

Members Legal Assistance
Mary Witkop
E: marywitkop@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-2234
Services:
Estate Planning, Trust Preparation 
& Wills
Probates of Estates
Durable Power of Attorney
Durable Power of Medical Attorney 
Real Estate
Land-Lord Tenant Matters
Divorce, Custody and Support
Criminal and Civil Matters
Paternity & DNA Testing
Birth Certificates
Guardianships & Conservatorships
Driver’s Licenses
General Legal Advice
The attorney cannot appear in court
with a tribal member or assist with
issues that involve the Tribe. Attorney
can assist with providing legal advice
and drafting of documents.

Tax Department
Valerie Chandler
E: valeriechandler@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6874
Services:
Tax-exempt Motor Fuel Program
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Resident Tribal Members
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Tribal Entities
Tribal Tax Licenses
Tribal Business Licenses
Commercial and Subsistence Fishers

LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued

Members Assistance
Gina Crotteau
E: ginacrotteau@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-723-8288
Services:
Low Income Energy Assistance -
LIHEAP
Food Assistance
Rental & Mortgage Assistance
Elder Meal Program 
& Elder Chore Service 
Emergency Transportation Assistance
Referral Assistance Service - help with
finding assistance
organization/agencies to assist with
unmet needs. 
Interdepartmental Referral Services -
help to provide coordination and
collaboration with tribal service
departments. 
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Members Assistance
Gina Crotteau
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LIHEAP
Food Assistance
Rental & Mortgage Assistance
Elder Meal Program 
& Elder Chore Service 
Emergency Transportation Assistance
Referral Assistance Service - help with
finding assistance
organization/agencies to assist with
unmet needs. 
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Get a voter registration form:
By downloading it from the LRBOI website, under Election Board, then Forms
Pick up one at the Manistee Government Center
By request via email to electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
By request via calling 1-888-723-8288 ext. 6709
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2026 Calendar 
Natural Resource Commission 
 
 
January 12, 2026 

February 9, 2026 

March 9, 2026 

April 13, 2026 

May 11, 2026 

June 08, 2026 

June 13, 2026 (Bear and Elk Draw 12pm) 

July 13, 2026 

August 10, 2026 

September 14, 2026 

October 12, 2026 

November 09, 202 

December 14, 2026 
 
Meetings Begin at 5:00 p.m.  
Government Center or  Zoom 

2026 Calendar
Natural Resource Commission 
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Housing
Tara Bailey
E: lrboihousing@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6879
Services:
Low Income Rentals
Elder designated housing, 
elder designated ADA housing, 
family housing, family ADA housing
Fair market housing
Section 184 Indian Home Loan Assistance
Down Payment & Closing Cost Assistance

Education
Yvonne Parsons 
E: yparsons@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6735
Services:
Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver
Vocational Education Assistance
Higher Education Scholarship
College Book Stipend Program
Tutoring Assistance
Student Services School Clothing/Activities
Student Services Driver’s Training Assist.
Class Ring Assistance
Senior Pictures Assistance
Cap, Gown & Announcement Assistance
12th Grade Computer Assistance

Food & Nutrition Center
Jamie Friedel
E: jamiefriedel@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-655-1041
Services:
USDA Commodities Distribution – The Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations  provides a variety of Commodity Foods to low-income households living
on or near Indian reservations. Foods include fresh and canned vegetables, frozen
meats, breakfast cereals, cheese, and butter. The FDPIR is an alternative to the Food
Stamp Program.

Family Services  
E: familyservices@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6707 or 398-6651
Services:
Individual Self-Sufficiency Education
& Assistance 
Family Self-Sufficiency Education 
& Assistance
Indian Child Welfare Intervention 
& Reunification Services
Elder Support Services
Family Violence Protection,
Education, Advocacy and Counseling
Trauma Based Counseling
Positive Indian Parenting Program

Enrollment
Dianne A Lonn
E: diannealonn@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6713
Services:
Enrollment Process
Tribal Identification (ID)
Judgment Funds
Address Changes
Tribal Directory Information
Bereavement Program
Per Capita Beneficiary Form
Notary Services
Per Capita Information Services
Direct Deposit Form
Tax withholding on Per Capita

SERVICE DEPARTMENT CONTACTS

Tara McCollum
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Manistee

Government Center
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
2608 Government Center Drive
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Little River Health Service Center
2608 Government Center Drive
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601
Pharmacy: 231-398-6853

Food & Nutrition Center
2690 Dontz Rd
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6716 / 231-655-1041

Housing Department
2953 Shaw Be Quo-Ung
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6875 / 231-398-6879

Aki Maadiziwin Community Center
2953 Shaw Be Quo-Ung
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Justice Center
3031 Domres Road
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Natural Resources
310 Ninth St
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-723-1594 / 866-723-1594

Victim Services
2840 Orchard Hwy., Suite D
Manistee, MI 49660
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6719

Muskegon

Tribal Office
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
1101 West Hackley
Muskegon, MI 49441
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Little River Health Service Center
4905 S. Harvey St.
Norton Shore, MI 49441
Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601
Pharmacy: 231-398-6853
Services include Family Medicine,
Pharmacy and Radiology.

Little River Health Center of Ellis
1478 E. Ellis Rd
Muskegon, MI 49444
Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601
Pharmacy: 231-398-6853
Services include Behavioral Health,
PRC Dept., Admin Center, Dictation
Center, Laboratory Facility, and Foot
& Ankle Clinic.

Victim Services
1101 W. Hackley Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49441
Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6719

LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued
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A long-awaited report examining Michigan’s role in the Native American boarding 
school system has surfaced after being obtained by the nonprofit news outlet Bridge 
Michigan, even though the state had previously declined to release the document publicly. 
 
The report, commissioned by the Michigan Department of Civil Rights in 2022, was 
intended to examine the state’s involvement in the boarding school system and 
document the experiences of Native American children who were forced to attend these 
institutions. Conducted by the consulting firm Kauffman and Associates, the report is 
more than 300 pages long and cost roughly $1.1 million to produce. 
 
Despite the study being completed in September 2025, the state did not release the 
final report, citing concerns about possible inaccuracies and privacy issues involving 
survivor testimony. Instead, officials provided only a brief summary of the findings. 
 
Now, the full report has become public it’s bringing new attention to the history of 
boarding schools in the state and the experiences of Native survivors. 
 

Michigan’s Native American Boarding 
School Final Report 

Link to Native American Boarding School Report
https://bridgemi.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/MiNABS-Third-Report.pdf

https://bridgemi.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/MiNABS-Third-Report.pdf
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The report details how Native American children were taken from their families and sent to 
boarding schools as part of federal policies aimed at assimilating Indigenous people into 
mainstream American society. Many children were punished for speaking their Native lan-
guages, practicing their traditions, or maintaining cultural ties with their communities. 
 
Researchers identified numerous boarding schools connected to Michigan, including the 
Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School, one of the most well-known institutions in 
the state, and the Holy Childhood of Jesus Indian School, which remained open until 1983. 
 
Historical records and tribal research have revealed disturbing findings connected to the 
Mount Pleasant school. The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe has documented 229 student 
deaths between 1893 and 1934, a number far higher than the handful of deaths officially re-
corded during the school’s operation. 
 
The state’s decision not to release the full report previously drew criticism from lawmakers 
and tribal leaders who questioned why a publicly funded study would remain hidden. 
 
With the report now available through Bridge Michigan, advocates say the findings provide an 
important opportunity for the public to learn more about the boarding school system and its 
long-term effects on Native communities. 
 
For many tribal nations, understanding this history is a necessary step toward healing and 
reconciliation.

Morning procession at the Mt. Pleasant Indian Boarding School (Photo circa 1910)Morning procession at the Mt. Pleasant Indian Boarding School (Photo circa 1910)
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