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Council District
Tammy Burmeister 9 County
Al Metzger Outlying
Misty Silvis 9 County
Ron Wittenberg Outlying
Shannon Crampton (S) Outlying
Gary DiPiazza 9 County
Susan Thull (R) Outlying
Connie Waitner 9 County
Julie Wolfe At Large

(S) = Trbal Counail Speaker

Tarm

2023-2027
20232027
20232027
2023-2027
2025-2029
20252029
2025-2029
20252029
2025-2029

Phona

231-398-6833
231-398-6869
231-398-6R38
231-398-6828
231-3598-68856
231-398-6R25
231-398-6820
231-398-6836
231-398-6834
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Email

thurmeister@|rboi-nsn.gov
almetzger@Irboi-nsn.gov
mistysivis@rboi-nsn.gov
ronaldwittenberg@Irboi-nsn.gov
shannoncrampten@(rbo-nsn.gov
garydipiazza@irbor-nsn.gov
susanthull@Irboi-nsn.gov
cwaitnen@Irboi-nsn.gov
juliewolfe@irbornsn.gov

(R) = Tnbal Council Recorder

Election Board District Term Phone Email

Kathy Gibson AtlLarge 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electonboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawnna Gonzalez AtlLarge 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electionboard@Irboi-nsn.gov
Knsti Fowler AtlLarge 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electonboard@lrbor-nsn.gov
Jo Jo Green Atlarge 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee lvinson AtlLarge 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electonboard@lrbo-nsn.gov
Chief Judgs District Term

Angela Sherigan At Large 2021-2027

Associate Judge District Term

Caroline LaPorte At Large 2025-2031

Appellate Judge District  Term

Bemadene Crampton At Large 2021-2027

Melizza Pope At Large 2021-2027

Bemnie Darrow At Large 2023-2029

Voting Districts
At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County distnict shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 8 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.
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Tribal Gouncil Regular Meeting Schedule for 2026

Regular Meetings have been scheduled for the following Wednesdays at 10:00 AM EST.
All regular meetings shall be held at the Government Center Lodge and via Zoom

and are open to members.

Department Reports & minutes of various entities of the Tribe will be accepted

during the third meeting of the month.

July 01 October 07

July 08 October 14

July 15 October 21

July 22 October 28
May 06 August 05 November 04
May 13 August 12 November 11
May 20 August 19 November 18
May 27 August 26 November 25
June 03 September 02 December 02
June 10 September 09 December 09
June 17 September 16 December 16
June 24 September 23
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ELECTION BOARD MEETINGS

Election Board Open Meeting Schedule
Open Session Meeting Dates
March 19 May 21 August 20 October 15
April 16 June 18 Sept 17 November 19

Engage with the Election Board

All open meetings will begin at 7:15pm. If no one joins the meeting by 7:30 pm,
the open session will adjourn and transition into a closed session. To partake in
the open meetings, please ensure your questions are submitted by Tuesday of
the week of the meeting you plan to attend (48 hours in advance of the meeting)
to electionboard@Irboi-nsn.gov. This allows the Election Board ample time to
prepare and address inquiries effectively.

Attend an Election Board Open Meeting

On-Line: Zoom Web Link: https://zoom.us/j/29808338390
Zoom Call-In Number: 1-929-436-2866
Zoom Meeting ID: 9998 0833 8390
Zoom Passcode: 743234

Etiquette for On-Line Attendance

Identify Yourself: When asked to do so, share your first and last name along with
your tribal ID number.

Mute Your Device: When you join the meeting, please mute your device. Mute again
after you've spoken.

Raise Your Hand: When you want to be placed in the queue to speak, use the Zoom
control to virtually raise your hand.
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2026 Galendar
Natural Resource Gommission

May 11, 2026

June 08, 2026

June 13, 2026 (Bear and Elk Draw 12pm)
July 13, 2026

August 10, 2026

September 14, 2026

October 12, 2026

November 09, 202

December 14, 2026

Meetings Begin at 5:00 p.m.
Government Center or Zoom
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT CONTACTS

Education

Yvonne Parsons
E: yparsons@lrboi-nsn.gov
0: 231-398-6735

Services:

Michigan Indian Tuition Waiver
Vocational Education Assistance

Higher Education Scholarship

College Book Stipend Program

Tutoring Assistance

Student Services School Clothing/Activities
Student Services Driver’s Training Assist.
Class Ring Assistance

Senior Pictures Assistance

Cap, Gown & Announcement Assistance
12th Grade Computer Assistance

Housing

Tara,MsGealum

E: Irboihousing@Irboi-nsn.gov
0O: 231-398-6879

Services:

Low Income Rentals

Elder designated housing,

elder designated ADA housing,

family housing, family ADA housing

Fair market housing

Section 184 Indian Home Loan Assistance
Down Payment & Closing Cost Assistance

Food & Nutrition Center

Jamie Friedel
E: jamiefriedel@Irboi-nsn.gov
0: 231-655-1041

Services:

Enrollment

Dianne A Lonn
E: diannealonn@lIrboi-nsn.gov
0O: 231-398-6713

Services:

Enroliment Process

Tribal Identification (ID)
Judgment Funds

Address Changes

Tribal Directory Information
Bereavement Program

Per Capita Beneficiary Form
Notary Services

Per Capita Information Services
Direct Deposit Form

Tax withholding on Per Capita

Family Services

E: familyservices@Irboi-nsn.gov
0O: 231-398-6707 or 398-6651

Services:

Individual Self-Sufficiency Education
& Assistance

Family Self-Sufficiency Education

& Assistance

Indian Child Welfare Intervention

& Reunification Services

Elder Support Services

Family Violence Protection,
Education, Advocacy and Counseling
Trauma Based Counseling

Positive Indian Parenting Program

USDA Commodities Distribution — The Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations provides a variety of Commodity Foods to low-income households living
on or near Indian reservations. Foods include fresh and canned vegetables, frozen
meats, breakfast cereals, cheese, and butter. The FDPIR is an alternative to the Food

Stamp Program.
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LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued

Health Services

m 0O: 231-723-8299

v 0: 231-398-6601
Pharmacy: 231-398-6853

Services:

Family Medicine

Foot and Ankle Clinic

Community Health Nurse

Diabetic Educator

Purchase & Referred Care (PRC)

Extended Health Assist. Program (EHAP)

Pharmacy
Fitness Center

Members Assistance

Gina Crotteau
E: ginacrotteau@lrboi-nsn.gov
0: 231-723-8288

Services:

Low Income Energy Assistance -
LIHEAP

Food Assistance

Rental & Mortgage Assistance
Elder Meal Program

& Elder Chore Service
Emergency Transportation Assistance
Referral Assistance Service - help with
finding assistance
organization/agencies to assist with
unmet needs.

Interdepartmental Referral Services -
help to provide coordination and
collaboration with tribal service
departments.

Victim Services

E: victimservices@Irboi-nsn.gov
0: 231-398-6719
Web: www.victimservicesprogram.org

Services:

Tax Department

Valerie Chandler
E: valeriechandler@Irboi-nsn.gov
0O: 231-398-6874

Services:

Tax-exempt Motor Fuel Program
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Resident Tribal Members

Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Tribal Entities

Tribal Tax Licenses

Commercial and Subsistence Fishers

Members Legal Assistance

Mary Witkop
E: marywitkop@lrboi-nsn.gov
0O: 231-398-2234

Services:

Estate Planning, Trust Preparation
& Wills

Probates of Estates

Durable Power of Attorney
Durable Power of Medical Attorney
Real Estate

Land-Lord Tenant Matters

Divorce, Custody and Support
Criminal and Civil Matters
Paternity & DNA Testing

Birth Certificates

Guardianships & Conservatorships
Driver’s Licenses

General Legal Advice

The attorney cannot appear in court
with a tribal member or assist with
issues that involve the Tribe. Attorney
can assist with providing legal advice
and drafting of documents.

Advocacy and various other supportive services for victims and survivors of intimate
partner domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, stalking, trafficking, and

child sexual abuse.
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LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued

Manistee

Government Center

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
2608 Government Center Drive
Manistee, M| 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Little River Health Service Center
2608 Government Center Drive
Manistee, M| 49660

Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601

Pharmacy: 231-398-6853

Food & Nutrition Center

2690 Dontz Rd

Manistee, M| 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6716 / 231-655-1041

Housing Department

2953 Shaw Be Quo-Ung

Manistee, M| 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6875 / 231-398-6879

Aki Maadiziwin Community Center
2953 Shaw Be Quo-Ung

Manistee, M|l 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Justice Center

3031 Domres Road

Manistee, M|l 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Natural Resources

310 Ninth St

Manistee, M|l 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-723-1594 / 866-723-1594

Victim Services

2840 Orchard Hwy., Suite D
Manistee, M| 49660

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6719
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Muskegon

Tribal Office

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
1101 West Hackley

Muskegon, Ml 49441

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288

Little River Health Service Center
4905 S. Harvey St.

Norton Shore, Ml 49441

Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601

Pharmacy: 231-398-6853

Services include Family Medicine,
Pharmacy and Radiology.

Little River Health Center of Ellis
1478 E. Ellis Rd

Muskegon, Ml 49444

Main: 231-723-8299 / 888-382-8299
Office: 231-398-6601

Pharmacy: 231-398-6853

Services include Behavioral Health,

PRC Dept., Admin Center, Dictation

Center, Laboratory Facility, and Foot
& Ankle Clinic.

Victim Services

1101 W. Hackley Avenue
Muskegon, Ml 49441

Main: 231-723-8288 / 888-723-8288
Office: 231-398-6719
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Michigan Recognizes MMIP Awareness Day

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is joining communities
across the state in recognizing May 5 as Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons (MMIP)
Awareness Day. The observance serves as a time to honor Indigenous lives lost, support
affected families and raise awareness about the violence that continues to disproportionately
impact Native communities across the United States.

MDHHS Director Elizabeth Hertel said acknowledging the experiences of Indigenous people
and the families affected by violence remains a priority for the department.

“Recognizing the experiences of Indigenous people in Michigan and the families who have
endured profound acts of violence remains at the heart of our work within the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,” Hertel said. “We remain committed to elevating aware-
ness of this ongoing crisis and strengthening our collaboration with tribal partners to ensure
Indigenous individuals and communities receive the vital resources, services and support they
need.”

The Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment Board has once again
issued a resolution recognizing MMIP Awareness Day and is encouraging Michiganders to
participate in gatherings, marches and community events hosted by federally recognized tribes
throughout the state.
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Across the country, cases involving missing and murdered Indigenous people — especially
Indigenous women and girls — are often underreported, insufficiently investigated and frequent-
ly remain unsolved. According to findings from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
homicide rates among American Indian and Alaska Native people are nearly five times higher
than those of non-Hispanic white people.

Research from the National Institute of Justice also found that more than 84 percent of American
Indian and Alaska Native women have experienced violence in their lifetime, including stalking,
sexual violence and intimate partner abuse.

The MDHHS Division of Victim Services works alongside federally recognized tribes in Michi-
gan to provide funding for domestic violence, sexual assault and victim services programs that
use culturally honoring approaches to care and support. Programs funded through the division
include Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner services, shelters, victim advocacy programs, housing
relocation assistance and direct client support services.

The division also supports the StrongHearts Native Helpline, a confidential and anonymous
helpline designed specifically for American Indian and Alaska Native survivors of domestic and
sexual violence. The helpline offers culturally appropriate advocacy and support for those seek-
ing help.

Rebecca Shiemke, chair of the Michigan Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention and Treat-
ment Board, said addressing violence against Indigenous people requires statewide commitment
and reform.

“Violence directed toward Indigenous people and their families remains a widespread crisis that
demands an urgent and collective response,” Shiemke said. “By amplifying the voices of those
who have endured unimaginable violence and advancing meaningful reforms to state laws and
policies, our board continues its pursuit of justice for all Indigenous people in Michigan.”
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Indigenous Chefs Shine in Historic “Chopped™ Competition

A Diné chef has made history on the Food Network competition series Chopped after winning
the show’s first-ever all-Indigenous episode.

The latest episode of the popular cooking competition aired Tuesday night and featured four

Indigenous chefs from across Indian Country competing to create a three-course meal under
intense time limits and mystery ingredient challenges. By the end of the competition, host Ted
Allen announced that Navajo chef Justin Pioche had earned the title of “Chopped” champion.

Pioche faced strong competition from fellow Indigenous chefs Mariah Gladstone, who is
Blackfeet and Cherokee; Ray Naranjo of Santa Clara Pueblo; and Jessica Walks First of the
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin. The chefs represented Indigenous communities from
across the country, bringing Native ingredients, cooking traditions and creativity to national
television.

“It feels really good,” Pioche said during the episode. “I just won ‘Chopped,’ and | feel really
ecstatic, and | can’t believe that | really pulled through. | had some really tough competition.”

The episode marked a major milestone for the long-running Food Network series, becoming
the first Indigenous-themed competition in the show’s history. Viewers praised the episode for
highlighting Indigenous culinary traditions and showcasing Native chefs on a national stage.

The historic episode also reflected the growing recognition of Indigenous cuisine in mainstream

food culture, as Native chefs continue to gain attention for blending traditional foods and tech-
niques with modern culinary styles.
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