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Tammy Burmeister - Speaker	 (9 Counties)
231-398-6833
TBurmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov

Pam Johnson - Recorder		 (Outlying)
231-398-6836
PamJohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov

Ron Wittenberg			   (Outlying)
231-398-6828
RonaldWittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov 

Gary DiPiazza			   (9 Counties)
231-398-6825
GaryDipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov

Al Metzger				    (Outlying)
231-398-6869
AlMetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov

GIIGADOO NINII KWEK & GIIGADOO NINIWOK ( TRIBAL COUNCIL )

Regular Tribal Council Meetings are 
Wednesdays at 10:00AM via Zoom

Shirley Wever			   (9 Counties)
231-398-6802
ShirleyWever@lrboi-nsn.gov

Shannon Crampton		  (Outlying)
231-398-6885
ShannonCrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov

Julie Wolfe				    (At Large)
231-398-6834
JulieWolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov

Misty Silvis				    (9 Counties)
231-398-6838
MistySilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov	 		

OGEMA’S OFFICE
Larry Romanelli - Tribal Ogema
(231) 723-8288
lromanelli@lrboi-nsn.gov

Mary Thomas - Executive Assistant to Tribal Ogema
(231) 398-6824
mthomas@lrboi-nsn.gov

 

Join The Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/99705796129?pwd=OWY5SVVnUis4Y0d1aGdqMXBjRjdxZz09

                                                        Meeting ID: 997 0579 6129
                                                        Passcode: 1836

Tribal Council’s Meeting Room
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ELDER’S CORNER
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ELDER’S CORNER
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ELDER’S CORNER
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VETERAN’S CORNER

Veterans Affairs – Co-payment Waiver for Eligible Native American/Alaska Veterans

Did you know by being a Native American or Alaska 
Native Veteran, you may be eligible for a co-pay-
ment waiver through the United States Veterans 
Affairs?
The Veterans Affairs announced at the beginning 
of April of 2023 they are waiving co-payments for 
eligible Native American and Alaska Native Veter-
ans. According to the VA United Veterans Affairs 
website, if you are eligible for these copay waiv-
ers, they will not bill you for any future copays for 
these services:

	 Hospital care
	 Certain healthcare services, such as outpa	
	 tient prescription medicines
	 Urgent care visits

The United States Veterans Health Care Services 
will also review any past co-payments you may 
have paid, on or after January 5, 2022, for reim-
bursable-eligible copays. This co-payment waiver 
does not include domiciliary care, institutional 
respite care, institutional geriatric evaluation, and 
nursing home care.
After talking to the Veteran Health Care Services, it 
was noted this copay waiver is similar to the Indian 
Health Services (IHS) protocols by calling your 
appointments in. This also applies to urgent care or 

emergency visits; you will need to contact your
Veterans Health Care Service worker within 72 
hours to report your visits

You may be eligible for a copay waiver if you meet 
these three requirements:

	 You are an American Indian or Alaska Na	
	 tive Veteran, and
	 You provide us a copy of an official tribal 	
	 document that shows you meet the eligibili	
	 ty requirements of the Indian Health Care 	
	 Improvement Act, and
	 You submit a completed Tribal Documenta	
	 tion Form VA FORM APR 2023 10-334.

For more information on this copay waiver please 
visit the weblinks of the VA U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs or the Washington State of Veter-
ans Affairs. 

For more information, please call the VA 
Health Care Services at 

877-222-8387
Monday – Friday, 7am to 7pm.

Eligibility for co-pay waivers

15|�Little River Currents|June 2023



Cited Sources
(2023, April 4). Copay waivers for American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans. VA United Veterans 
Affairs. Retrieved May 21, 2023, from https://www.va.gov/resources/copay-waivers-for-american-indi-
an-and-alaska-native-veterans/

United States Veterans Affairs (2023, April 3). NEWS RELEASE - VA waives copayments for eligible Native 
American and Alaska Native Veterans. Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs. Retrieved May 
21, 2023, from https://www.dva.wa.gov/news/2023/news-release-va-waives-copayments-eligible-na-
tive-american-and-alaska-native-veterans

Thank you, Gabriel DeVerney, LRBOI Tribal Member for serving our country for 23 years.
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ANISHINAABEMOWIN

Aanii, I would like to share something very positive. Some 
of you may have heard of “Horse Therapy”. I have heard 
about it on the news and others talking about it. One of my 
cousins has a horse farm and that is what they use their 
horses for. 
Okay now that I have your curiosity up, this all started a 
few months ago this past winter. I got an Email from the 
Interlochen Public Radio where there was a group that 
were inquiring about me, they had heard do my language 
program on the radio and wanted to talk to me about 
language and culture. So, it was Emails back and forth for a 
while till they told me about a Mustang that they were get-
ting in May. The mustang was caught in the wild, it is about 
two years old, and the Mustang is female. 
So, they asked me if I could give a horse with no name………
…a name. I told them, I don’t see why not, we give names 
to our pets, but this was a spirit name. They are using this 
horse as a part of the therapy for people that are looking 
for help in their own situations such as trauma situation. 
So, this Mustang is going to be used as a form of medicine, 
now listen to this, the name came to me this early spring, 
I knew what to call her before they talked about what she 
was going to be used for. 

I named her “Wiingash”, one of our sacred medicines, 
“Sweetgrass”. 

I have noticed that more people are reaching out to us for 
knowledge of our culture, language, and history. It is im-
portant that we share our ways with people that are open 
to it. 

Miigwech
Kenny Neganigwane Pheasant

What an experience at Peace Ranch
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COMMUNITY
PAVILLION

231-655-3651

STARTING AT NOON

MEET AT

KIMBERLYHINMON@LRBOI-NSN.GOV

ME YAW WIS RD, MANISTEE,
MI 49660

NEW
BIKE

WIN A

BEDABIN, NATIVE CONNECTIONS, 
AND THE NORTH AMERICAN TOUR FOR THE
HEALTH AND WELLNESS OF YOUNG AMERICAN
INDIAN PEOPLE

NAIT4HYP is a west-to-east coast U.S. 70 day bicycle tour to promote the well-being
of young American Indian people. By promoting cultural, behavioral (exercise,
nutrition) and sustainable environmental practices we aim to celebrate the successes
and raise awareness of the challenges for young people.

Learn More:https://www.nait4hyp.com/our-mission

For Local Information: 
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NATIVE CONNECTIONS AND BEDABIN 

LITMITEDSUPPLIESPROVIDED!

DROP INDROP IN
SEWINGSEWING

COME WORK ON REGALIA FOR THE
POWWOW! 

DONT HAVE ANYTHING TO WORK ON?
HELP US OUT BY SEWING A TINY TOT
SHIRT OR SKIRT TO BE GIVEN OUT AT
THE LRBOI POWWOW.

BEGINNERS
ARE WELCOME

 WEDNESDAYS
MAY 31, 

JUNE 14TH, 21ST, 28TH

 
12 - 5 PM

GOVERNMENT
CENTER BASEMENT

Questions? email: KimberlyHinmon@lrboi-nsn.gov
or call (231) 655-3651 
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Community Flyers

Products and services advertised the Currents Newsletter are not endorsed by 
LRBOI tribal government but are presented as a service to our readers.

If you would like your business or
 flyer in The Little River Currents

contacts us at newsletter@lrboi-nsn.gov
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