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GOING DIGITAL
WELCOME

Aanii,

My name is Sky Gonzalez and I have recently joined the LRBOI as the new commu-
nications Officer for the Tribal Council. I would like to welcome you to the new Little 
River Currents Newsletter and express how excited I am for this opportunity to serve 
my tribe.

The launch of the new Currents includes a new direction that aims to highlight the 
tribal membership. We are requesting submissions from everyone. If you have news 
you would like to share like a wedding announcement, a birth, a graduation, opening a 
new business, ect. 

I’m looking forward to this upcoming journey with the Little River Currents and hope 
we can work together to make it a great resource for the community.

Miigwetch,

Sky Gonzalez
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Sky Gonzalez
Communications Officer

CONTACT INFO
231-398-6811
skygonzalez@lrboi-nsn.gov

After this October 2022 Newsletter, the LRBOI Currents will transition into a solely 
digital format and will be accessible on the LRBOI Website (lrboi-nsn.gov).

With printing costs and postage rates continuing to rise it is in the best interest of 
the Tribe to make the switch to digital news. This will allow for more timely news, 
the ability to cover more content. With this transition, the majority of the tribal 
membership will have the opportunity to stay up to date with important announce-
ments, news, activities and events in the most effective manner. The Little River Band 
Communications Department will be collaborating with tribal entities, departments 
and programs to ensure the most accurate and timely information is being distribut-
ed.  Although change can be uncertain, we are excited and look forward to starting 
this next phase of the Newsletter. The digital version can be printed from a regular 
computer and printer.

October 2022 , will be the last  printed version of the LRBOI Currents to be mailed 
out to enrolled tribal members 18 and older.

We look forward to continuing to serve you in this new capacity. If you should have 
any questions please do not hesitate to speak with Sky Gonzalez, Communications 
Officer or Julie Wolfe, Tribal Council Recorder.

If you would like to get the digital version emailed to you please send an email 
with the request to newsletter@lrboi-nsn.gov

Submission Deadline
Submissions are due the 
15th of each month to be 
included in the following 
months Currents.

Upcoming Publishing 
Dates
November Issue
on October 28

December Issue
on November 30
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JIINGTAMOK
Photos from the 24th Annual 

Photography by Martha Howell

Photo by Zhaawan Sam
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Miss Little River Band
Of Ottawa Indians Princess

IntroducingIntroducing

2022-20232022-2023

WaabanungQua MedawisWaabanungQua Medawis

05| Little River Currents|October 2022



Aanii boozhoo, Nibiingamiwongqua ndeshnakaz Washtenang ndoonjba Gaaching Zibi Dawaa 
Anishinaabe ndaw Migizi ndodem. Hello, my name is WaabanungQua Medawis, my spirit name 
is Summer Rain. I am from Grand Rapids, Michigan and am an enrolled Citizen with Little River 
Band of Ottawa Indians. My clan is Eagle. I am apart of the Ojibwe, Bodewadmi, Ho Chunk Na-
tion, and Odawa tribes.  I am 14 years old and am a sophomore at Grandville High School. 

I descend from the Medawis and Kiogima families. My parents are Krystyne Kiogima and Mike 
Medawis Sr and I have seven siblings. My grandparents are Nancy and Augustine Kiogima Jr., 
Sherri ba Medawis, and Windy White. 

I love to travel and enjoy traveling out of state for powwows and gatherings. During the next year 
I already plan on going to UNITY 2023 in Washington D.C., and I envision representing Little 
River while attending. I participate in youth activities and have experience with fundraising and 
social gatherings that bring specific awareness to communities. I’ve always grown up with being 
the role model for children as I am the eldest daughter of my seven siblings. When I was younger, 
I grew up around our culture’s traditions and teachings. Some people are not able to have this, I 
am hoping to change that. My families have always taught me the ways of life as an Indigenous 
person ever since I was born. It’s something every Native youth should be able to experience.
 
When I was younger, I had a joy in sports. I played basketball up until 8th grade where I stopped 
because I realized I had a stronger passion in Music. Music brings me lots of opportunities that I 
never want to miss out on. I’ve participated in school choir and outside choirs since I was in sec-
ond grade. I’ve learned how to play multiple instruments since I was 9 and in my school’s band. I 
play the flute as this year I will be joining Marching band which I am very excited for. 
During my last years in high school, I plan on doing lots of stuff that are good to prepare me for 
college.  I want to get into a good college that has good programs such as UCLA and major in 
Journalism or Cinematic Arts. I want to become a journalist and travel around the world.
 
Chi Miigwetch to Little River Band princess committee for giving me the opportunity to repre-
sent as Miss Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Princess 2022-2023.

Meet Our Princess
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Sturgeon Release
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BROWN TWP. — For nearly two decades, the 
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians has worked 
to restore an ancient and endangered fish to Manist-
ee waters.
On Saturday, nearly 60 young nmé, or lake sturgeon, 
were released into the Manistee River’s Rainbow Bend 
near the tribe’s streamside rearing facility. 
The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians has been com-
mitted to this project of slowly building up the sturgeon 
population with these annual plantings. The release is 
part of an environmental and spiritual commitment to 
the fish and their habitat.
Fingerlings that were reared at the facility were released 
in a ceremony on Sept. 10, and could survive in Manist-
ee waters for over a century.
Around 56 young sturgeon, ranging from 6-9 inches 
long were handed to attendees and released after a 
prayer was given. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, male sturgeon can live as long as 55 years old 
and females can live up to 150 years old.
The LRBOI Natural Resources Department began its 
streamside sturgeon rehabilitation program in 2004. 
Archie Martell, the Fisheries Division Manager for the 
LRBOI Natural Resources Division said that the small 
fish have around an 80% survival rate in the wild.
Young sturgeon are collected from the wild in spring 
and early summer, then reared in the facility until they 
are mature enough to be released, according to Martell. 
There, the young fish are safe from natural predators and 
can be acclimated to their home waters that are pumped 
from the river into the holding facility.
“We have a few fish at our facility this year that we 
collected back at the end of May first part of June, reared 
them up to this point (and) gave them everything we 
could to give them the best head start we can,” Martell 
told those in attendance. 
Before the release, people were invited to see the facility 
where the sturgeon were reared and were able to interact 
with the fingerlings.
Larry Romanelli, Tribal Ogema of the Little River band 

of Ottawa Indians credited the dedication of 
those working for the tribe’s fisheries division.
“This is important to me. This is important to nature and 
the reconnection of everything,” Romanelli told those 
in attendance. “I really want to (applaud) our natural 
resource department, and all the partners that go into 
this. It’s a huge amount of work, that they’re out there in 
the middle of the night collecting eggs.” 
Out of roughly 2,000 collected specimens, Romanelli 
said that only the 56 had survived to the point where 
they could be released. In prior years, as many as 300-
400 individuals had been released into the Manistee 
River.
The Big Manistee River watershed may once have held 
one of the largest sturgeon populations in the Lake 
Michigan Basin, according to documents from the 
LRBOI Natural Resources Division. 
Like other sturgeon, these fish are an ancient, semi-car-
tilaginous species recognized by bony plates on the 
sides and back. As bottom-feeders, the sturgeon use an 
elongated spade-like snout to stir up sediments on the 
bottoms of lakes and rivers while feeding, according to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website. They have 
been known to grow over 7 feet long and can weigh 
up to 240 lbs, according to the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources which measured the record lake 
sturgeon in 2012. 
Romanelli noted that many of those in attendance were 
experiencing the ceremony for the first time.“When I see 
these young kids, and I watch them place the fish in the 
water — that fish may be around for 100 years. So they 
may grow with you,” Romanelli said. “You may see them 
again in your lifetime, and that means a lot.”

Reprinted with the permission of 
Michelle Fedder, Managing Editor
of The Manistee News Advocate 



The migratory monarch butterfly is listed as endan-
gered by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). 

The famous monarchs are the only butterflies known 
to make two-way migrations, according to the U.S. 
Forest Service and it takes several generations to 
complete each leg of the journey. To escape harsh 
winters in the northern U.S., monarchs can travel 
nearly 3,000 miles to reach the California coast, Ari-
zona and Michoacán state in Mexico

The monarch butterfly is found in nearly all of North 
America, but today it faces threats from habitat 
destruction and climate change. Part of what makes 
these butterflies so vulnerable is that they migrate 
thousands of miles each year to California and cen-
tral Mexico.
 
Scientists point to climate change as a growing threat 
as dramatic weather events such as hurricanes and 
droughts become more frequent along the monarchs’ 
southern migratory routes. The use of herbicides and 
pesticides for farming are also factors in the decline 
of the monarch. Habitat loss from legal and illegal 
logging and deforestation to make way for agricul-
ture and urban development have already destroyed 
significant areas of winter refuges for the migratory 
monarch butterflies in Mexico and California.

To help increase the number of monarchs, scientists 
and conservationists are recommending planting 
more milkweed and nectar flowers, maintaining 
forests and limiting the use of pesticides and 
herbicides in the butterfly’s range.

MONARCHS ENDANGERED
Doing our part

This past July the LRBOI Education Department 
continued its annual monarch butterfly raising. 
The education department provided monarch 
caterpillars for tribal citizens to raise until they 
were ready to be released as monarch butterflies.

|08Little River Currents|October 2022

Reprinted with the permission of 
Michelle Fedder, Managing Editor
of The Manistee News Advocate 





Election day is just over a month away 
 Tuesday November 8th, 2022.

 Our Native community broke voting records in 2020. Now, we are making voting a tradition. 
 

Our communities, our lifeways, and our families are all impacted by this election. 
We will make our voices heard.

 

Get ready to build Native political power with us. 
Use our website to take these three steps:
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Ogema’s Meet & Greet 
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Friday, October 7, 2022  6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Little River Casino Resort
Three Fires Conference Room

Fall Membership Meeting
Saturday, October 8, 2022 
Little River Casino Resort
Maakwa Endaat Event Center

Meeting Agenda
8:00am		 	 Registration	Begins

9:00am-12pm	 	 Information	Booths	(close	at	noon)

10:00am	 	 Flag	Ceremony	&	Drum

10:15am	 	 Ogema	Larry	Romanelli

10:30am	 	 Little	River	Casino	Resort

11:00am	 	 Little	River	Health	Services

11:30am	 	 Ogema	Larry	Romanelli

12:00pm	 	 Lunch	

12:55pm	 	 Quorum	Call

1:00pm		 	 Financial	Report	-	Budget	Report
 
2:00pm		 	 Economic	Development	Corporation

	 	 	 Questions	&	Answers

Lunch served in the Event 
Center at 12pm

We will have giveaways for 
members throughout the 
day

No alcoholic beverages are 
allowed in the Event Center



Elders Corner
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OCTOBER 1, 2022, Regular Meeting
Aki Community Center about noon.

NOVEMBER 5-6, 2022 – The LRBOI
Annual Tribal Elders Conference at
the Little River/Casino Resort, including
Elder Committee Member Elections.
(X3 vacancies and x1 delegate vacancy)

DECEMBER 3, 2022 -Elders Christmas
Party at the Little River/Casino Resort
(to be held in the Conference Center)

Little River Currents|October 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The regular Elders Meeting have started back up. The 2023 Elders Meeting 
Schedule will be announced in a future Little River Currents. Meetings will largely 
follow the traditional “First Saturday of the Month” schedule and be held about 
noon at the Aki Community Center, unless otherwise notified.

TRIBAL ELDERS SCHEDULE
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

CHILD CARE
Next Generation Learning Center Director

FACILITIES
Utility Operator - Utilities Department - (FT-Regular)

FAMILY SERVICES
Victim Advocate - Muskegon

Director of Social and Human Services - Full-time

Victim Advocate - Manistee

HEALTH SERVICES
Pharmacy Technician - Manistee - Housing (Part-
Time)

HOUSING
Maintenance Technician - Housing (Part-Time)

HUMAN RESOURCES
Human Resource Generalist

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
IT Specialist - Clinical

IT Help Desk Technician

MAINTENANCE
EVS Technician - Maintenance Department- (Full-Time - Regular)

MEMBERS ASSISTANCE
Elder’s Meal Coordinator

Members Assistance Coordinator

NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT (NRD)
Wildlife Division Manager

OFFICE OF OGEMA
Tribal Manager

TRIBAL COUNCIL
Legislative In-House Counsel - Tribal Council

TRIBAL COURT
Administrative Assistant/Peacemaker

Court Security Officer

An application must be submitted, and resumes and cover letters are strongly encouraged. Applications will 
remain active for a period of 6 months after receipt of your application. Please contact the Human Re-
source Department if you are unsure if you have an active application. 

Contact Alicia Knapp, HR Generalist 231 398-6859 or at AliciaKnapp@lrboi-nsn.gov
Go to https://lrboi-nsn.gov/resources/employment-opportunities/ for the latest job posting

To apply please submit your completed applica-
tion, cover letter, and resume to:

LRBOI HR Department
2608 Government Center Dr
Manistee, MI 49660
fax: (231) 331-1233
Email: Apply@lrboi-nsn.gov



TRIBAL COUNCIL
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Shannon Crampton - Speaker (Outlying)
231-398-6885
ShannonCrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov

Julie Wolfe - Recorder   (At Large)
231-398-6834
JulieWolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov

Pam Johnson   (Outlying)
231-398-6836
PamJohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov

Gary DiPiazza   (9 Counties)
231-398-6825
GaryDipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov

Sandra Lewis   (9 Counties)
231-398-6802
SandraLewis@lrboi-nsn.gov

GIIGADOO NINII KWEK & GIIGADOO NINIWOK ( TRIBAL COUCIL )

Regular	Tribal	Council	Meetings	are	
Wednesdays	at	10:00AM	via	Zoom

Shirley Wever   (9 Counties)
231-398-6802
ShirleyWever@lrboi-nsn.gov

Tom Guenthardt   (9 Counties)
231-398-6833
ThomasGuenthardt@lrboi-nsn.gov

Ron Wittenberg   (Outlying)
231-398-6828
RonaldWittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov

Cindy Champagne   (Outlying)
231-398-6838
CynthiaChampage@lrboi-nsn.gov

Tribal Council amended the Charitable Donations Ordinance 14-800-06 by Resolution 
#21-1027-263 to restructure charitable giving into a grant cycle timed with the budget 
approval and fiscal calendar year and limiting eligible 501.c3 charitable organizations to 
those controlled by American Indians.  This notice shall serve as the Annual Funding An-
nouncement for the Tribe. 

Please contact the Tribal Council Recorder if you wish to apply for the Charitable Donation 
Funding. Julie Wolfe, Tribal Council Reorder 1-888- 723- 8288 Ext. 6834  or 231-398- 6834 
or email JulieWolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov



ZOOM INFORMATION
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     Or by phone 
             +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) Code 1836#
             +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Code 1836#
             +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Code 1836#
             +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) Code 1836#
             +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) Code 1836#
             +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) Code 1836#

Commissions and Committees are now in person and on zoom 

LRBOI Tribal Commission's Personal Meeting Room
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5678318925?pwd=UkVzdVNMSFIxblB6Y1M4Tm9oM3RPQT09
                                                                  Meeting ID: 567 831 8925
                                                                  Passcode: 1994
     Or by phone 
             +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) Code 1994#
             +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Code 1994#
             +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Code 1994#
             +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) Code 1994#
             +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) Code 1994#
             +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) Code 1994#

All Tribal Council work sessions and Tribal Council 
meetings are now in person and on zoom

 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/99705796129?pwd=OWY5SVVnUis4Y0d1aGdqMXBjRjdxZz09

                                                        Meeting ID: 997 0579 6129
                                                        Passcode: 1836

Tribal Council’s Meeting Room



COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES
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Commission Vacancies 

The Tribal Ogema continues to see applications from citizens interested in serving on 
the Gaming, Housing, Binojeeuk, Enrollment, Health, Natural Resource commission 
and Biskaabiiyang and Elders Committees. 

There are currently vacant positions for the following:

Housing:         Seat 1 Vacant
Enrollment:         Seat 1 & 2 Vacant
Health:          Seat 1 & Seat 3 Vacant
Natural Resources:       Seat 5 Vacant 

Members are invited to submit letters of interest along with why they would like to be 
on the commissions and what skills or knowledge they bring to the group.

Please send the letter and application to the attention of Executive Assistant, Mary 
Thomas, Office of the Ogema, 2608 Government Center Drive, Manistee Michigan.

To maintain and foster our culture through the preservation, presentation 
and creation of cultural learning opportunities in relation to Anishinaabe 
traditions, stories, arts, recipes, history, and ceremonies, as available and 
appropriate, to all citizens through in-person and virtual opportunities.

The LRBOI Biskaabiiyang Culture Committee is looking to fill 3 vacancies, 
1 vacant seat for Elder Committee member and 2 seats  for Committee member.
If interested please  submit a letter of interest to the Ogema’s Office and a copy to Tribal Council .  
Any questions please contact Julie Wolfe 231-398-6834 or email Juliewolfe@lrboi.com. 



As outlined in Regulation #R100-11: RAP-01, Chapter 2, Unclaimed Per Capita Payments, this is 
official notification that the individuals listed below have unclaimed per capita payments avail-
able. These individuals have until December 31, 2022, to claim these payments. Should	any	
payments	remain	unclaimed	after	December	31,	2022,	the	funds	will	be	reverted	to	the	Tribe	
as	specified	in	Regulation	#R100-11:	RAP-01,	Chapter	2.	

Maseline Albring   Shawn M. Birdsall   Melanie R. Wood
Travis Blaszczyk   Daniel R. Boyer   Scott D. Wittenberg
Steven Compeau   Stacy L. Conner   Roger Wilson Jr.
Dustin D. DeVerney-Hubbeling Robyn L. DiSilvestro   Angie M. Wilson
Sierra L. Estep   Sandra R. Fleury   Timothy J. Willard
Jolene J. Frankey   Mercedes J. Gabourie  Heather W. Warren
Gabrial Genereaux   Joseph Green    Daisy J. Walters
Moses S. Hamilton   Jacob D. Holub   Paulina Wabindato
Thomas E. Holub Jr.   Malia R. Huffman   Madison E. Wabindato
Kelsey E. Keebler   Justin L. Kelsey   LaTara N. Verdi
Heather Krick    Charles W. McDonald  Anthony G. Vanderzanden
Jeffrey A. Medacco   Joseph L. Medacco   Casey N. Underwood
Gary D. Mersman Jr.   Donna L. Neath   Elisa L. Tippitt
Gary  A. Nickleson   Joseph Oscar    Anthony J. Switala
Kendra J. Patton   Laura A. Pestano   Greye W. Stroh
Damian A. Pete   Cory S. Ramberg   Richard Stinger
Andrew W. Reid   Chasman L. Rose   Steven Stewart
Jazmine C. Same   Gabriel Santos
Mark A. Saugie   Ronald R. Spoerl

Please take the time to review the above list and get the word out about these unclaimed pay-
ments.   Any help you can provide to aid us in getting these payments to their rightful owners 
would be appreciated.  Contact the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Enrollment Department 
at (231)398-6713, if you can claim outstanding payments, provide assistance in settling pay-
ment(s) or have any questions.  

PER CAPITA
Unclaimed Per Capita Payments
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ELECTION INFOMATION
Announcement of Regular Election
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ELECTION INFOMATION
Announcement of Special Election
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Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
2608 Government Center Drive
Manistee, Michigan 49660

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #195
Manistee, MI

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Tribal Government offices will be closed for the following Holidays
Friday, Nov 11th  Veteran’s Day
Thursday, Nov 24th/25th Thanksgiving (and Friday after Thanksgiving)

Tribal Government offices will also be closed this year 
between Christmas and the New Year
Ogema declared holidays (12/27 – 12/30) are only for the 2022 Holiday office closure. 
The following is how the closure will be observed: 

Friday, Dec 23rd   Christmas Eve Day (observed) – 4 hr. holiday (Offices open 8am – noon)
Monday, Dec 26th   Christmas Day (observed) Holiday
Tuesday, Dec 27th  Ogema declared Holiday
Wednesday, Dec 28th  Ogema declared Holiday
Thursday, Dec 29th   Ogema declared Holiday
Friday, Dec 30th   Ogema declared Holiday
Monday, Jan 2 2023,  New Year’s Day (observed) Holiday

Offices will reopen on Tuesday January 3, 2023, at 8am.

Reminder for tribal members
If needed, change their addresses by contacting Mary Carpenter in Enrollment Department at 
marycarpenter@lrboi-nsn.gov

Fish Distribution
October 8 @ 9:00 am - 11:30 pm
Great Lakes Fisheries Assessment Program
Fish Distribution

The fish are filleted, bagged, and frozen.
***Please Bring a cooler for the fish.***

Pick	up	at	“Big	Blue”
159 Brickyard Road, East Lake


