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Ogema

Larry Romanelli

Council

Tammy Burmeister

Al Metzger (R)
Misty Silvis

Ron Wittenberg
Shannon Crampton (S)

Gary DiPiazza
Susan Thull

Connie Waitner

Julie Wolfe

ELECTED OFFIGIALS

District
At Large

District
9 County
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
9 County
At Large

Tribal Council Speaker

Term
2023-2027

Term

2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6824

Phone

231-398-6833
231-398-6869
231-398-6838
231-398-6828
231-398-6885
231-398-6825
231-398-6820
231-398-6836
231-398-6834

Our newly elected officials were sworn in June 11, 2025

Email
ogema@lIrboi-nsn.gov

Email

tburmeister@Irboi-nsn.gov
almetzger@lIrboi-nsn.gov
mistysilvis@Irboi-nsn.gov
ronaldwittenberg@Irboi-nsn.gov
shannoncrampton@Irboi-nsn.gov
garydipiazza@lIrboi-nsn.gov
susanthull@Irboi-nsn.gov
cwaitner@Irboi-nsn.gov
juliewolfe@Irboi-nsn.gov

(R) = Tribal Council Recorder

Election Board District Term Phone Email

Kathy Gibson At Large 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawnna Gonzalez At Large 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Kristi Fowler At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Jo Jo Green At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee Ivinson At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Chief Judge District Term

Angela Sherigan At Large 2021-2027

Associate Judge District Term

Caroline LaPorte At Large 2025-2031

Appellate Judge District Term

Bernadene Crampton At Large 2021-2027

Melissa Pope At Large 2021-2027

Bernie Darrow At Large 2023-2029

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.
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ELECTION BOARD MEETINGS

Election Board Open Meeting Schedule
Open Session Meeting Dates

Engage with the Election Board

All open meetings will begin at 7:15pm. If no one joins the meeting by 7:30 pm,
the open session will adjourn and transition into a closed session. To partake in
the open meetings, please ensure your questions are submitted by Tuesday of
the week of the meeting you plan to attend (48 hours in advance of the meeting)
to electionboard@Irboi-nsn.gov. This allows the Election Board ample time to
prepare and address inquiries effectively.

Attend an Election Board Open Meeting

On-Line: Zoom Web Link: https://zoom.us/j/29808338390
Zoom Call-In Number: 1-929-436-2866
Zoom Meeting ID: 9998 0833 8390
Zoom Passcode: 743234

Etiquette for On-Line Attendance

Identify Yourself: When asked to do so, share your first and last name along with
your tribal ID number.

Mute Your Device: When you join the meeting, please mute your device. Mute again
after you've spoken.

Raise Your Hand: When you want to be placed in the queue to speak, use the Zoom
control to virtually raise your hand.
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National Bison Day

November 7 marked, a day to recognize the important role buffalo have played in the lives, cultures
and traditions of Native American peoples. Observed on the first Saturday of November, the day also
highlights efforts to restore buffalo populations across the United States.

For generations, buffalo provided Native peoples, especially those living on the Great Plains, with
food, clothing, tools and materials used in ceremonies. Beyond meeting everyday needs, buffalo held
deep cultural and spiritual meaning for many Tribal Nations.

Before European settlement and westward expansion, an estimated 60 million buffalo roamed North
America. However, widespread hunting and government-backed efforts to eliminate buffalo nearly
drove the animals to extinction by the late 1800s. Their disappearance had devastating effects on
Native communities that depended on them for survival and cultural traditions.

Today, Tribal Nations are playing an important role in bringing buffalo back. Through conservation
programs and partnerships, tribes are restoring herds to their lands and rebuilding connections to
traditional foods and cultural practices.

Since its founding in 1992, the InterTribal Buffalo Council has helped return more than 20,000 buffalo
to tribal lands. By 2024, approximately 25,000 buffalo were living on tribal lands across the country.

In 2016, the American bison was officially named the national mammal of the United States, recogni-
zing its importance to the country’s history and natural heritage.

For many Tribal Nations, restoring buffalo is about more than protecting an animal. It is about preser-

ving traditions, strengthening food sovereignty and reconnecting future generations with an important
part of their cultural heritage.
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Native American women made
significant gains in US midterms

The 2026 midterm elections marked a historic moment for Native American women, with se-
veral candidates winning groundbreaking races at the state, federal, and Tribal levels.

Across the country, voters elected at least 75 Native American women, non-binary, and
Two-Spirit candidates, according to Advance Native Political Leadership and the Indigenous
news organization ICT. The election also saw a record 363 Indigenous candidates run for offi-
ce, with at least 180 winning their races.

Among the most significant victories were the elections of the first Native American woman
governor, the first Native American woman U.S. senator, and the first women to lead two ma-
jor Tribal nations. Deb Haaland, a citizen of Laguna Pueblo and former U.S. Secretary of the
Interior, made history by becoming the first Native American woman elected governor of a U.S.
state. Haaland will lead New Mexico, a state with a large Native American population and 23
federally recognized Tribal nations. Haaland previously made history in 2018 when she and
Sharice Davids, a citizen of the Ho-Chunk Nation, became the first Native American women
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.

In Minnesota, Peggy Flanagan, a member of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe and the state’s
current lieutenant governor, became the first Native American woman elected to the U.S. Se-
nate. She will take office in January 2027. Speaking to supporters following her victory, Flana-
gan credited Native women for helping make her historic campaign possible. “I could not run
for the US Senate without Native women. | could not exist in the way that | do without Native
women,” she said.

The election victories represent continued progress for Native Americans in government. Alt-
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hough Native Americans were granted U.S. citizenship in 1924, discriminatory state laws and
voting practices continued to prevent many Native people from voting for decades. In recent
years, Native candidates have made significant gains in political representation. The election of
Haaland and Davids to Congress in 2018 helped open doors for more Native women to seek
public office. Their success has also encouraged a new generation of Indigenous leaders to
become involved in politics and advocate for their communities.

While Native Americans remain underrepresented in many areas of government, the results of
the 2026 elections demonstrate the growing influence of Native voters and candidates across
the country. For Native communities, these victories are about more than making history. Ha-
ving Native voices in positions of leadership can help bring greater attention to issues affecting
Tribal nations, including sovereignty, treaty rights, healthcare, education, and the protection of
Native lands and resources. The historic election of these women also serves as an inspiration
for future generations of Native leaders, showing young Native women that their voices and
leadership belong at every level of government.

November 2026 | Little River Currents I ] o



1 1 I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I l 2



1 3 I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I l 4



1 5| Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I ] 6



l 7| Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I ] 8



1 9I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 20



2 l I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 22



2 3I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 2 4



2 5 I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 26



2 7| Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 2 8



2 9I Little River Currents | November 2026



November 2026 | Little River Currents I 30




