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ELECTED OFFICIALS

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat. 

District
At Large

Term
2021-2027

District
At Large

Term
2025-2031

District
At Large
At Large
At Large

Term
2021-2027
2021-2027
2023-2029

Election Board
Kathy Gibson
Shawnna Gonzalez
Kristi Fowler
Jo Jo Green
Lee Ivinson

District
At Large
At Large
At Large
At Large
At Large

Term
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709

Email
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov

Council
Tammy Burmeister
Al Metzger
Misty Silvis
Ron Wittenberg
Shannon Crampton (S)
Gary DiPiazza
Susan Thull (R)
Connie Waitner
Julie Wolfe

District
9 County
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
9 County
At Large

Term
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6833
231-398-6869
231-398-6838
231-398-6828
231-398-6885
231-398-6825
231-398-6820
231-398-6836
231-398-6834

Email
tburmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov
almetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov
mistysilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov
ronaldwittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov
shannoncrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov
garydipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov
susanthull@lrboi-nsn.gov
cwaitner@lrboi-nsn.gov
juliewolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov

Chief Judge
Angela Sherigan

Associate Judge
Caroline LaPorte

Appellate Judge
Bernadene Crampton
Melissa Pope
Bernie Darrow

(S) = Tribal Council Speaker       (R) = Tribal Council Recorder

Ogema
Larry Romanelli

District
At Large

Term
2023-2027

Phone
231-398-6824

Email
ogema@lrboi-nsn.gov

Our newly elected officials were sworn in June 11, 2025 

(R)

ELECTED OFFICIALS
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
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Health Services
               O: 231-723-8299
               O: 231-398-6601
               Pharmacy: 231-398-6853
Services:
Family Medicine
Foot and Ankle Clinic
Community Health Nurse
Diabetic Educator
Purchase & Referred Care (PRC)
Extended Health Assist. Program (EHAP)
Pharmacy
Fitness Center

Victim Services
E: victimservices@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6719
Web: www.victimservicesprogram.org
Services:
Advocacy and various other supportive services for victims and survivors of intimate
partner domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, stalking, trafficking, and
child sexual abuse.

Members Legal Assistance
Mary Witkop
E: marywitkop@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-2234
Services:
Estate Planning, Trust Preparation 
& Wills
Probates of Estates
Durable Power of Attorney
Durable Power of Medical Attorney 
Real Estate
Land-Lord Tenant Matters
Divorce, Custody and Support
Criminal and Civil Matters
Paternity & DNA Testing
Birth Certificates
Guardianships & Conservatorships
Driver’s Licenses
General Legal Advice
The attorney cannot appear in court
with a tribal member or assist with
issues that involve the Tribe. Attorney
can assist with providing legal advice
and drafting of documents.

Tax Department
Valerie Chandler
E: valeriechandler@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6874
Services:
Tax-exempt Motor Fuel Program
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Resident Tribal Members
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Tribal Entities
Tribal Tax Licenses
Tribal Business Licenses
Commercial and Subsistence Fishers

LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued

Members Assistance
Gina Crotteau
E: ginacrotteau@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-723-8288
Services:
Low Income Energy Assistance -
LIHEAP
Food Assistance
Rental & Mortgage Assistance
Elder Meal Program 
& Elder Chore Service 
Emergency Transportation Assistance
Referral Assistance Service - help with
finding assistance
organization/agencies to assist with
unmet needs. 
Interdepartmental Referral Services -
help to provide coordination and
collaboration with tribal service
departments. 

ELECTION BOARD MEETINGS
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November 7 marked, a day to recognize the important role buffalo have played in the lives, cultures 
and traditions of Native American peoples. Observed on the first Saturday of November, the day also 
highlights efforts to restore buffalo populations across the United States. 
 
For generations, buffalo provided Native peoples, especially those living on the Great Plains, with 
food, clothing, tools and materials used in ceremonies. Beyond meeting everyday needs, buffalo held 
deep cultural and spiritual meaning for many Tribal Nations. 
 
Before European settlement and westward expansion, an estimated 60 million buffalo roamed North 
America. However, widespread hunting and government-backed efforts to eliminate buffalo nearly 
drove the animals to extinction by the late 1800s. Their disappearance had devastating effects on 
Native communities that depended on them for survival and cultural traditions. 
 
Today, Tribal Nations are playing an important role in bringing buffalo back. Through conservation 
programs and partnerships, tribes are restoring herds to their lands and rebuilding connections to 
traditional foods and cultural practices. 
 
Since its founding in 1992, the InterTribal Buffalo Council has helped return more than 20,000 buffalo 
to tribal lands. By 2024, approximately 25,000 buffalo were living on tribal lands across the country. 
 
In 2016, the American bison was officially named the national mammal of the United States, recogni-
zing its importance to the country’s history and natural heritage. 
 
For many Tribal Nations, restoring buffalo is about more than protecting an animal. It is about preser-
ving traditions, strengthening food sovereignty and reconnecting future generations with an important 
part of their cultural heritage.

National Bison Day
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The 2026 midterm elections marked a historic moment for Native American women, with se-
veral candidates winning groundbreaking races at the state, federal, and Tribal levels. 
Across the country, voters elected at least 75 Native American women, non-binary, and 
Two-Spirit candidates, according to Advance Native Political Leadership and the Indigenous 
news organization ICT. The election also saw a record 363 Indigenous candidates run for offi-
ce, with at least 180 winning their races. 
 
Among the most significant victories were the elections of the first Native American woman 
governor, the first Native American woman U.S. senator, and the first women to lead two ma-
jor Tribal nations. Deb Haaland, a citizen of Laguna Pueblo and former U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior, made history by becoming the first Native American woman elected governor of a U.S. 
state. Haaland will lead New Mexico, a state with a large Native American population and 23 
federally recognized Tribal nations. Haaland previously made history in 2018 when she and 
Sharice Davids, a citizen of the Ho-Chunk Nation, became the first Native American women 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
In Minnesota, Peggy Flanagan, a member of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe and the state’s 
current lieutenant governor, became the first Native American woman elected to the U.S. Se-
nate. She will take office in January 2027. Speaking to supporters following her victory, Flana-
gan credited Native women for helping make her historic campaign possible. “I could not run 
for the US Senate without Native women. I could not exist in the way that I do without Native 
women,” she said. 
 
The election victories represent continued progress for Native Americans in government. Alt-

Native American women made 
significant gains in US midterms
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hough Native Americans were granted U.S. citizenship in 1924, discriminatory state laws and 
voting practices continued to prevent many Native people from voting for decades. In recent 
years, Native candidates have made significant gains in political representation. The election of 
Haaland and Davids to Congress in 2018 helped open doors for more Native women to seek 
public office. Their success has also encouraged a new generation of Indigenous leaders to 
become involved in politics and advocate for their communities. 
 
While Native Americans remain underrepresented in many areas of government, the results of 
the 2026 elections demonstrate the growing influence of Native voters and candidates across 
the country. For Native communities, these victories are about more than making history. Ha-
ving Native voices in positions of leadership can help bring greater attention to issues affecting 
Tribal nations, including sovereignty, treaty rights, healthcare, education, and the protection of 
Native lands and resources. The historic election of these women also serves as an inspiration 
for future generations of Native leaders, showing young Native women that their voices and 
leadership belong at every level of government.
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