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Ogema			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Larry Romanelli		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6824	 ogema@lrboi-nsn.gov

Council			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email 
Tammy Burmeister (S) 	 9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6833	 tburmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov
Al Metzger			   Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6869	 almetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Misty Silvis			   9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6838	 mistysilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Ron Wittenberg		  Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6828	 ronwittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov
Gary DiPiazza		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6825	 garydipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Pam Johnson (R) 		  Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6836	 pamjohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shirley Wever 		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6802	 shirleywever@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shannon Crampton*	 	 Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6885		 shannoncrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov
Julie Wolfe			   At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6834	 juliewolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov	

Election Board		  District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Laura Echelbarger		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Kathy Gibson		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawna Gonzalez		  At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee Ivinson*			   At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Janine Sam*			  At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov

Chief Judge		  District	 Term
Angela Sherigan

Associate Judge	 District	 Term
Caroline LaPorte**

Appellate Judge		 District 	 Term
Bernie Darrow
Melissa Pope
Bernadene Crampton

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Elected Officials
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Tribal Council Meetings
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Tribal Council Meetings
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Election Board Meetings
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Election Board Meetings
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Gold Country Casino
4020 Olive Highway, Oroville, CA 95966 

GRAND OPENING

October 16, 2024
Little River Holdings is pleased to announce the grand opening of our

second Native Wahl location in California, bringing the total number of
locations to four. Upon the opening of a Native Wahl location, Little
River Holdings, LLC receives an initial franchise fee of $60,000 and an

8.5% royalty on gross sales. Additionally, we receive a percentage of sales
from each location on a monthly basis. In exchange, Native Wahl
allocates a portion of the initial fee and royalties to Wahlburgers.



November 2024 | Little River Currents|12

MANISTEE GATEWAY PROJECT 
Little River Holdings, LLC is excited to

provide the Manistee Community and all
LRBOI Citizens with a few updates on The

Gateway Project. 

Little River Holdings received a
soft commitment letter for project

assistance. 

Little River Holdings is working
through construction company

RFPs

Little River Holdings anticipates
commencing construction Quarter One of

2025, contingent upon the successful closure
of both public and private investments.



Little River Currents |November 2024|13

CITIZEN
ADVISORY
BOARD

MEETINGS
Meeting Dates

November 4, 2024 

January 13, 2025 

March 3, 2025 

May 5, 2025 

July 7, 2025 

September 8, 2025 

November 3, 2025 

January 5, 2026 

All meetings are held at 3pm

WE INVITE YOU TO DISCOVER OURWE INVITE YOU TO DISCOVER OUR  

MEETING ACCESS CAN BEMEETING ACCESS CAN BE  
FOUND THROUGH THE QR CODEFOUND THROUGH THE QR CODE

OR ON WWW.LRHEDC.COMOR ON WWW.LRHEDC.COM

  INITITIVES AND SHAREINITITIVES AND SHARE  
ANY COMMENTS YOU MAY HAVEANY COMMENTS YOU MAY HAVE
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NORTHERN LIGHTS 
ILLUMINATE MANISTEE

The northern lights on the night of October 10, early morning of October 11, were
visible over the Manistee area. The northern lights occur when streams of charged
particles from the Sun, known as solar wind, collide with Earth’s magnetic field. This
interaction energizes gases in the atmosphere, causing them to glow and form those
familiar ripples of color. The trigger for this particular event was a Coronal Mass
Ejection (CME), which the Sun released on October 8. By the time it reached Earth, it
set off a powerful G4 geomagnetic storm, one of the strongest levels on the space
weather scale. This powerful storm allowed the aurora to extend beyond its usual
range, dazzling viewers across the Midwest, including in Michigan, and even farther
south into states like Missouri and Alabama.

For those unfamiliar with the science, a G4 storm is intense enough to make auroras
visible far beyond the northern regions where they are typically seen. This storm
brought the lights down to Michigan, with Manistee enjoying a front-row seat. The clear
skies made it a perfect night for viewing, and those lucky enough to look up saw waves
of light moving in mesmerizing patterns overhead.

Auroras are most often green, thanks to oxygen molecules about 60 miles above
Earth’s surface. But that night, the display included pinks, and reds, caused by
interactions with nitrogen and oxygen at much higher altitudes. 



Little River Currents |November 2024|15

Northern Lights continued
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Northern Lights continued

For many in Manistee, it felt as if the sky had come alive, shifting and glowing in ways
that photos alone can barely capture. There’s something truly mesmerizing about
watching the aurora. The colors pulse and flow, sometimes so faint you have to
wonder if you’re imagining them, and other times so bright that the night seems to glow
from above. The experience is more than just beautiful, it’s almost otherworldly.

The northern lights we saw in Manistee were a product of solar activity millions of
miles away, yet they felt intensely personal as they lit up our skies. If you didn’t get a
chance to see the northern lights this time, don’t worry there will be more opportunities
as solar activity cycles continue. Apps and websites that track solar storms can let you
know when the next aurora display might be visible. And when it happens, make sure
to find a dark spot away from city lights and enjoy the view. You never know when
nature will gift us with another magical night.
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2024 FALL MEETING
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2024 FALL MEETING
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2024 FALL OGEMA’S MEET & GREET
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Every Child Matters

On September 30, members of the LRBOI community came together at the Aki
Community Center, wearing orange shirts to honor the many children who never
came home from Michigan's Indian boarding schools. This day of remembrance is
about recognizing the trauma that our families endured and ensuring the memories
of those lost are never forgotten.

The history of Indian boarding schools in Michigan is one of pain and suffering.
From the 1800s through the 1980s, schools like the Holy Childhood of Jesus in
Harbor Springs and the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School aimed to
strip away our languages, cultures, and identities. Children were forcibly taken from
their families, given English names, forbidden to speak Anishinaabemowin, and
punished if they disobeyed. But the trauma extended far beyond language and
culture. Many of our children experienced unimaginable abuse. Children were
beaten, starved, and neglected. In some cases, they were even murdered or died
from illnesses due to the horrific conditions they lived under. In Michigan alone, it is
believed that hundreds of children died while attending these schools, their bodies
buried in unmarked graves.

The orange shirt has become a powerful symbol in this movement, signifying the
enduring impact of the Indian residential school system. The “Orange Shirt Day”
movement began in 2013 in Canada, inspired by the story of Phyllis Webstad, a
First Nations woman from British Columbia. When Phyllis was just six years old,
she attended a residential school where her new orange shirt, a gift from her
grandmother, was taken from her. 
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Every Child Matters continued

As our community gathered at the Aki Community Center, the sea of orange shirts
stood as a reminder of the children who were taken, those who survived, and those
who did not. It is a day not just of mourning, but also of reflection and hope.
Survivors and their descendants continue to share their stories, ensuring that the
legacy of the boarding schools is neither forgotten nor repeated.

Miigwech to Family Spirit, Food & Nutrition Center 
and Family Services for hosting! 
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Back row left to right: James Henderson, Bill Willis, Lynn Saunders and Lacy Moore.  Front row left to right:
David Karast, Lee Ivinson, Laurie Willis, Angela Sherigan, Michelle Lucas and Michelle Pepera. 

Adopt A Highway Fall Cleanup

On September 24, 2024, an enthusiastic team of ten volunteers from the Little River
Band of Ottawa Indians (LRBOI) and Little River Casino Resort (LRCR) came
together for the annual fall highway cleanup along a stretch of US 31, from M22 to
Coates Highway. This marked another successful event in the LRBOI’s ongoing
commitment to the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Adopt-A-
Highway (AAH) program, which is part of the tribe’s community service efforts. The
team managed to collect 14 bags of trash from both sides of the highway,
contributing to the ongoing effort to keep the area clean and free of litter. 
The total for the 2024 season is 23 bags of trash collected. 

Prior to the cleanup, all volunteers participated in a mandatory safety meeting,
where critical information was shared regarding the potential dangers they might
encounter, including the handling of hazardous methamphetamine-related waste
and the presence of invasive plants such as giant hogweed and wild parsnip.
Organizers ensured the volunteers were fully informed about the necessary
precautions, equipping them with the knowledge and tools to safely conduct the
roadside cleanup.

During the safety briefing, specific attention was given to the growing concern about
invasive plant species along Michigan’s highways, particularly giant hogweed and
wild parsnip. Both plants, while visually unassuming, pose significant risks to those

22
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Eagle Photos Courtesy of 
Skegemog Raptor Center 

Adopt a Highway Fall Cleanup continued

importance of wearing long sleeves, pants, and gloves during the cleanup to avoid
accidental exposure.

Both plants are considered invasive species, meaning they spread rapidly and can
outcompete native flora, disrupting ecosystems. Their aggressive growth along
roadways adds to the challenge of maintaining safe and clean highways, making
awareness and careful removal during cleanups like this one essential.

Another critical aspect of the safety 
meeting focused on the potential 
discovery of hazardous waste from 
methamphetamine production. Meth 
waste is a significant and growing 
concern on Michigan roadsides. Often 
dumped along highways or in remote 
areas, remnants from illegal meth labs 

who come into contact with them.

Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum): 
Known for its large leaves and towering height, 
giant hogweed is a phototoxic plant that can 
cause severe skin reactions when touched. 
The plant’s sap contains toxic chemicals known 
as furanocoumarins, which make human skin 
extremely sensitive to sunlight. Contact with 
this sap, followed by exposure to sunlight, can 
lead to painful burns, blistering, and even long
lasting scars. If sap comes into contact with the 
eyes, it may cause temporary or permanent 
blindness. Given the potential dangers, 
volunteers were advised to avoid direct contact with any plants that resembled giant
hogweed and to report any sightings to MDOT or local environmental authorities.

Wild Parsnip (Pastinaca sativa): Though
less dramatic in appearance than giant
hogweed, wild parsnip also poses a
serious risk. Like giant hogweed, it
contains phototoxic sap, which can cause
painful rashes and burns when skin
exposed to the sap is subjected to
sunlight. Wild parsnip typically grows in
sunny, disturbed areas, such as roadsides,
making it a frequent encounter during
cleanup efforts. Volunteers were briefed
on how to identify this plant and the 
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Thank You Volunteers!
 Y O U  A R E  A M A Z I N G

can include chemicals, containers, and other hazardous materials that pose serious
risks to those who encounter them.

Meth lab waste typically contains toxic and highly flammable chemicals, such as
lithium, ammonia, and hydrochloric acid. These substances can cause burns,
respiratory problems, and environmental contamination if not handled properly. 
Volunteers were educated on how to identify common meth waste, such as
discarded cold medicine packages, propane tanks, and containers with residue.
They were instructed to avoid direct contact with any suspicious materials and to
report findings to the authorities for proper disposal.

By being informed of these dangers, the volunteers were better prepared to safely
contribute to the cleanup effort. The focus on safety ensured that while the team
was cleaning up litter, they were also mindful of potential hazards, such as these
invasive plants and meth waste. 

Despite these potential dangers, the team successfully cleared the roadside of litter,
collecting a total of 14 bags of trash. Volunteers remained vigilant throughout the 
cleanup, with no significant incidents of exposure to either invasive plants or
hazardous meth lab waste reported. Michelle Lucas, the event’s organizer, praised
the team for their diligence and dedication to maintaining the natural beauty of the
area while prioritizing their own safety.

Lucas highlighted the importance of these cleanups not only for the environment 
but also for raising awareness within the community about the threats posed by
invasive species and illegal dumping. "Our goal is not just to pick up trash but to
ensure the safety of our volunteers and protect the land we cherish," Lucas said.
"We couldn’t do this without our team of committed individuals who take the time to
come out and make a difference."

The Adopt-A-Highway (AAH) program is an initiative by MDOT designed to maintain
the cleanliness of Michigan’s highways while fostering a sense of community
responsibility. Volunteer groups adopt at least a two-mile stretch of the highway and
commit to cleaning it at least three times a year, from April through October. 

With the fall cleanup now complete, the LRBOI team is already looking ahead to
next year’s cleanups. Through their efforts, the volunteers are not only helping to
maintain the cleanliness of the roads but also setting an example of environmental
stewardship for the entire community. The participation in the Adopt-A-Highway
program reflects the tribe’s ongoing dedication to preserving and protecting the
local environment for future generations.

Miigwech to all of the volunteers who helped with this important community effort.
You are ensuring that Michigan 
remains beautiful, safe, and free 
from invasive threats and 
hazardous waste.

Adopt a Highway Fall Cleanup continued
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We are proud to celebrate Michelle Lucas, a Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Tribal
citizen, for her impressive achievement at ArtPrize 2024. Her piece, The Turtle Clan,
placed in the top 100 out of 1,152 entries, an incredible honor that speaks to both her
artistic talent and the strength of her connection to our cultural heritage.

The Turtle Clan is much more than just a piece of art; it’s a reflection of the values,
traditions, and stories that have shaped Michelle’s life. As a proud member of the Turtle
Clan, Michelle’s work highlights the symbolic meaning of the turtle, which represents
protection, longevity, and the passage of time. In her artist statement, Michelle shared
that the turtle “speaks to the stages of life, as well as a representation of my family and
heritage." This piece is rich with cultural significance, intertwining personal history with
broader Anishinaabe teachings.

At the heart of The Turtle Clan is the sacred Medicine Wheel, depicted through four
colors: yellow, red, black, and white. These colors represent the cycle of life and the
wisdom of our ancestors. Michelle’s art invites us to reflect on the lessons embedded in
these symbols, reminders of how the Medicine Wheel reflects the balance and
interconnectedness of life’s stages. 

Michelle also honors the Three Fires Confederacy through her art, portraying the 

Lucas’ Turtle Clan Ranked 
Top 100 at ArtPrize 2024
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Eagle Photos Courtesy of 
Skegemog Raptor Center 

Turtle Clan continued

Displayed at the Cornerstone Church – Heritage Hill Campus, The Turtle Clan
captivated audiences, drawing them into its rich narrative and vibrant storytelling.

Michelle’s success at ArtPrize is a significant moment not only for her but for all of us in
the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians community. Her piece is a vivid reminder of the
importance of sharing and preserving our stories, traditions, and culture. In a world
where Indigenous voices are too often marginalized, Michelle’s work stands as a
powerful expression of resilience, pride, and continuity.

In her artist statement, Michelle shared: "My grandmother weaved baskets, my mother
created beadwork, and now I create seed bead paintings. Each generation brings
something new while honoring what has come before." This sentiment beautifully
captures the essence of her art - a bridge between the past and the future, rooted in
tradition yet constantly evolving. Through her work, Michelle keeps our stories alive,
inviting both Native and non-Native audiences to connect with the spiritual and cultural
significance of our people.

On behalf of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, we extend our heartfelt
congratulations to Michelle Lucas for this extraordinary achievement. Her dedication to
our cultural traditions, her artistic excellence, and her ability to share the beauty of our
heritage with the world have earned her this well-deserved recognition. 

Miigwech, Michelle, for representing our Tribe with such pride and talent. We are all
inspired by your work and grateful for the stories you continue to tell through your art.
Your success at ArtPrize is a moment of celebration for the entire community, and we
look forward to seeing where your artistic journey takes you next.

ArtPrize press release dated June 26, 2024 excerpt
ArtPrize, the international art competition and cultural event held annually in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, returns September 13-28, 2024. And this year’s return marks a
tremendous increase in the numbers of participating artists, entries, and venues set
to once again delight and inspire. Visitors eager to immerse themselves in this
vibrant creative experience and witness amazing events should mark their
calendars now, because it won’t be long before the summer season turns to
ArtPrize season.

With registration concluded, ArtPrize 2024 can officially announce that 1,644 artists
have registered to exhibit their work in the form of 1,152 different entries. This
abundance of creativity will be displayed in over 180 venues across the city of
Grand Rapids. These numbers represent the event’s highest participation since
2017.

The national and international reputations of ArtPrize continue to bloom. Registered
artists for 2024 hail from 53 different countries and 42 different states, working
across all genres and mediums. At the same time, the event continues to provide a
showcase for local and regional artists. 
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Eagle Photos Courtesy of 
Skegemog Raptor Center 

Turtle Clan continued

Ottawa, Chippewa, and Potawatomi as three teepees. The largest teepee symbolizes
the Chippewa as the eldest brother, while the smaller ones represent the Ottawa as the
middle brother and the Potawatomi as the youngest. This visual representation of the
Three Fires not only signifies the unity and strength of our people but also offers a
glimpse into our shared heritage. As Michelle describes these elements “serve as a
visual reminder of the interconnectedness of our Three Fires people and the unity we
share."

Michelle’s journey as an artist has deep roots within our community. Her grandmother,
Alice Moore (née Pete), supported her family by weaving ash baskets in Indian Village,
Manistee County, carrying forward a long-standing tradition of craftsmanship. Her
mother, Linda Hoover (née Moore), followed in her footsteps, becoming a respected
Tribal artist known for her beadwork. These family traditions shaped Michelle from an
early age, guiding her into the world of beadwork and traditional crafts. Michelle fondly
recalls how she and her mother began selling their creations at powwows across
Michigan in 1993, an experience that deepened her love for traditional art forms.

While Michelle began with wearable beadwork, including earrings, necklaces, and
medicine bags, she has since transitioned to creating intricate seed bead paintings.
The Turtle Clan is a beautiful continuation of her family’s legacy, made from materials
commonly used in Native American arts, including sinew, glass seed beads, porcupine
quills, and hide. These traditional elements connect her work to the generations of
Native artists who came before her, infusing every piece with cultural significance.

ArtPrize 2024 brought together artists from around the world, with over 93,000 votes
cast by attendees and art enthusiasts alike. For Michelle to place in the top 100 of this
highly competitive event is a testament to the power and beauty of her work. 
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Share Your Story

Our community is filled with incredible stories, and it’s time we celebrate them
together. Whether it’s Robert Russ (Bobby) stepping into the world of acting with
Skinwalker Island or Michelle Lucas shining at ArtPrize with her top 100 finish,
there are so many examples of talent and success within our tribe and community.

We want to hear more! Every achievement, big or small, has the power to inspire
others and spread positivity. Do you have a story to share? Your journey could be
the next one to uplift and motivate our people.

Let’s come together and showcase the strength and creativity of our community.
Reach out to Jo Jo at joannegreen@lrboi-nsn.gov to start the conversation. 

Let’s make sure your story gets the spotlight it deserves!
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BUILD A LEGACY FOR THE 
NEXT SEVEN GENERATIONS!

Join us in building a vibrant legacy for the
next seven generations by working for your
tribe. 

As a tribal member, you have a unique
opportunity to contribute to the sustainable
development and cultural preservation of our
people, our tribe, and our nation. 

Your skills, passion, and dedication can
make a significant impact on our tribe's
future, ensuring that our traditions, values,
and prosperity are passed down to future
generations.

By working together, we can create a
thriving, self-sufficient community that
honors our heritage while embracing
innovation and growth. 

The future of our tribe is bright and full of
potential, shaped by our collective efforts to
preserve our cultural heritage, promote
sustainable development, and ensure the
well-being of our community.

Be a part of this transformative journey and
help secure a bright future for our next seven
generations.

LOVE, RESPECT, WISDOM, 
TRUTH, HONESTY

HUMILITY, BRAVERY



November 2024 | Little River Currents|30

Mental Health Counselor (FT)
Peer Recovery Coach (FT)
Director of Commerce (FT)
Workforce Development Specialist (FT)
Director of Family Services (FT)
Accounts Payable Clerk (FT)
Nutrition Program Coordinator (FT)
Help Desk Technician (FT)
Operation Engineer (FT)
Technician (FT)
Clinic Lab Supervisor (FT)
Nurse Practitioner (FT | Muskegon)
Compliance Officer (FT)
Grant Writer (FT)
Prosecutor (FT)
Legislative In-House Counsel (Contract)
Peacemaking Coordinator/Probation Officer (FT)

APPLY TODAY

Click this LINK for our online application

eMail:    apply@lrboi-nsn.gov
Phone:  231-398-6859
Fax:      231-331-1233
Web:     www.lrboi-nsn.gov

Questions or concerns contact 
Alicia Goff at aliciagoff@lrboi-nsn.gov

Government Careers
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Easily apply online anytime 
at www.LRCR.com

then click the CAREERS link.

Apply in person at 
  Little River Casino Resort

2700 Orchard Hwy
Manistee, MI 49660

Phone: 231-723-4530

Get an instant interview every 
Thursday from 10am to 4pm. 

Visit the Human Resources office. 

TEAM MEMBER PERKS
Team Member of the Month, Quarter, &

Year. Team Member Recognition
Committee. Safety Committee. Meal
Discounts.  Gift Shop Discounts. Gas

discount at the C-Store. Golf Membership
Discounts. Holiday parties for Team

Members. Summer cook-outs. Ice Cream
Socials. Company Picnic. Community

Service Opportunities and more!

 JOIN A WINNING TEAM

IF YOU ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT
DOING YOUR BEST WORK, MAKING
A DIFFERENCE, AND HAVING FUN
WHILE DOING IT, APPLY TO ONE

OF OUR OPEN POSITIONS!

FAST TRACK THURSDAYS

Enjoy a Suite of Benefits!

FULL TIME TEAM MEMBERS:
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life

Insurance, AD&D, Flexible Spending
Account, Voluntary Life Insurance,
Short Term Disability, Long Term

Disability, 401K match up to 4
percent, Holiday pay including Team
Member Birthday, up to 3 weeks of
Paid Time off can be earned in the
first year and Flexible Scheduling.

PART TIME TEAM MEMBERS:
Generous Paid Time Off accrued 

on hours worked, Holiday pay
including Team Member Birthday,
401K match up to 4 percent and

Flexible Scheduling.

SEASONAL TEAM MEMBERS:
Work up to 6 months with the 
ability to return year after year 

with flexible scheduling.

LRCR offers permanent, seasonal, intermittent, full time and part time positions. 
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Check the casino website for current available positions at www.LRCR.com

Main Bank Vault Cashier
Banquet Server
Safety Officer

Purchasing Specialist
Food & Beverage Supervisor

Security Level II
Food Cashier 
Cage Cashier

Steward
Cook I


