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Ogema			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Larry Romanelli		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6824	 ogema@lrboi-nsn.gov

Council			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email 
Tammy Burmeister (S) 	 9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6833	 tburmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov
Al Metzger			   Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6869	 almetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Misty Silvis			   9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6838	 mistysilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Ron Wittenberg		  Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6828	 ronwittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov
Gary DiPiazza		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6825	 garydipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Pam Johnson (R) 		  Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6836	 pamjohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shirley Wever 		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6802	 shirleywever@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shannon Crampton*	 	 Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6885		 shannoncrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov
Julie Wolfe			   At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6834	 juliewolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov	

Election Board		  District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Laura Echelbarger		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Kathy Gibson		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawna Gonzalez		  At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee Ivinson*			   At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Janine Sam*			  At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov

Chief Judge		  District	 Term
Angela Sherigan

Associate Judge	 District	 Term
Caroline LaPorte**

Appellate Judge		 District 	 Term
Bernie Darrow
Melissa Pope
Bernadene Crampton

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Elected Officials
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Dianne A Lonn
diannealonn@lrboi-nsn.gov

Food & Nutrition Center
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Tribal Government Holiday Observances
As valued tribal citizen, it’s essential to stay informed about upcoming hol-
idays and closures affecting LRBOI government offices. To assist you in 
planning accordingly, here’s a comprehensive list of observed holidays and 
closures for the year 2024:
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Tribal Council Meetings
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Election Board Meetings
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Election Board Meetings
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Commissions and Committees 
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Commissions and Committees 
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Commissions and Committees 
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Elders committee 
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Manistee’s Giant Sequoia 
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Manistee’s Giant Sequoia 
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Manistee’s Giant Sequoia 
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Orange Shirt Day
The day of remembrance, also known as the National Day for Truth and Recon-
ciliation, was established in Canada in 2013 and inspired by the story of elder 
Phyllis Webstad, a survivor of the Canadian residential school system. In 2013 
Webstad recounted her first day of residential schooling at six years old, when 
she was stripped of her clothes, including the new orange shirt her grandmother 
bought her, which was never returned. The orange shirt represents the efforts 
made by the residential school system to deny children their Indigenous identity.

Starting in the 19th century, the Canadian and U.S. governments and various 
church groups established residential (or boarding) schools for Indigenous chil-
dren with the goal of assimilating them and thus eradicating Indigenous Peoples, 
their languages, and cultures. In 1920 in Canada, under the Indian Act, it became 
compulsory for every Indigenous child to attend a residential school and unlawful 
for them to attend any other educational institution. In the U.S. the Indian Civili-
zation Act Fund of 1819, the Peace Policy of 1869, and various denominations 
of the Christian Church adopted an Indian boarding school policy with the goal to 
“Kill the Indian, save the man”. These children were forcibly removed from their 
families, communities, and cultures and kept in residential schools where they 
were expected to assimilate (cut their hair, abandon traditional clothing, give up 
their names and take on English names) and were penalized for speaking their 
languages and practicing their cultural beliefs. Children were separated from their 
families for long periods (sometimes over four years) and were taught their cul-
tures were inferior. In addition to cultural genocide, residential schools were also 
the sites of horrific physical, sexual, and emotional abuse perpetrated against 
these children. From the 1880s, upwards of 150,000 Indigenous children went to 
over 130 residential schools across Canada, the last of which closed in 1996. It 
is estimated that between four and six thousand children died at these residential 
schools. Between 1819 and 1969, the U.S. operated or supported 408 boarding 
schools. At the time of a 1969 report, 34,605 children were enrolled in Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) boarding schools and 15,450 enrolled in BIA day schools. 
Since its start in June 2021, the Federal Indian Boarding School initiative has 
identified marked or unmarked burial sites at approximately 53 of these schools.



October 2024 | Little River Currents|22

Orange Shirt DayCulturalSurvival.org

#OrangeShirtDay
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