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Ogema

Larry Romanelli

Council

Tammy Burmeister

Al Metzger (R)
Misty Silvis

Ron Wittenberg
Shannon Crampton (S)

Gary DiPiazza
Susan Thull

Connie Waitner

Julie Wolfe

ELECTED OFFIGIALS

District
At Large

District
9 County
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
9 County
At Large

Tribal Council Speaker

Term
2023-2027

Term

2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6824

Phone

231-398-6833
231-398-6869
231-398-6838
231-398-6828
231-398-6885
231-398-6825
231-398-6820
231-398-6836
231-398-6834

Our newly elected officials were sworn in June 11, 2025

Email
ogema@lIrboi-nsn.gov

Email

tburmeister@Irboi-nsn.gov
almetzger@lIrboi-nsn.gov
mistysilvis@Irboi-nsn.gov
ronaldwittenberg@Irboi-nsn.gov
shannoncrampton@Irboi-nsn.gov
garydipiazza@lIrboi-nsn.gov
susanthull@Irboi-nsn.gov
cwaitner@Irboi-nsn.gov
juliewolfe@Irboi-nsn.gov

(R) = Tribal Council Recorder

Election Board District Term Phone Email

Kathy Gibson At Large 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawnna Gonzalez At Large 2023-2027 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Kristi Fowler At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Jo Jo Green At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee Ivinson At Large 2025-2029 231-398-6709 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Chief Judge District Term

Angela Sherigan At Large 2021-2027

Associate Judge District Term

Caroline LaPorte At Large 2025-2031

Appellate Judge District Term

Bernadene Crampton At Large 2021-2027

Melissa Pope At Large 2021-2027

Bernie Darrow At Large 2023-2029

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.
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TRIBAL GOUNGIL MEETINGS
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ELECTION BOARD MEETINGS

Election Board Open Meeting Schedule
Open Session Meeting Dates
October 15
Sept 17 November 19

Engage with the Election Board

All open meetings will begin at 7:15pm. If no one joins the meeting by 7:30 pm,
the open session will adjourn and transition into a closed session. To partake in
the open meetings, please ensure your questions are submitted by Tuesday of
the week of the meeting you plan to attend (48 hours in advance of the meeting)
to electionboard@Irboi-nsn.gov. This allows the Election Board ample time to
prepare and address inquiries effectively.

Attend an Election Board Open Meeting

On-Line: Zoom Web Link: https://zoom.us/j/29808338390
Zoom Call-In Number: 1-929-436-2866
Zoom Meeting ID: 9998 0833 8390
Zoom Passcode: 743234

Etiquette for On-Line Attendance

Identify Yourself: When asked to do so, share your first and last name along with
your tribal ID number.

Mute Your Device: When you join the meeting, please mute your device. Mute again
after you've spoken.

Raise Your Hand: When you want to be placed in the queue to speak, use the Zoom
control to virtually raise your hand.
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2026 Galendar
Natural Resource Gommission

September 14, 2026
October 12, 2026
November 09, 202
December 14, 2026

Meetings Begin at 5:00 p.m.
Government Center or Zoom
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Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Election Board
2027 Regular Election Announcement
Regular Election April 30, 2027

Offices to Be Elected

Ogema 1 seat
‘I'ribal Council Outlying 2 seats
Tribal Council Nine County 2 seals
Election Board 2 seats
Chicef Judge 1 seat
Appellate Judge 2 scats
At least (1) Licensed Attorney

Procedures for I'stablishing Candidacy Packet

An individual who 1s running for elected otfice must obtain, complete, and submit a “Declaration of Candidacy
Packet.” Any incomplete packets received or not completed before the deadline will result in ineligibility to
run 1n election. Background investigation fee must be submitted by Declaration Packet due date. Background
fee 1s non-refundable.

Procedures for maintaining Voting Eligibility

When current voter registration is up to date with the Llection Board, there is no requirement to re-register to
vote in any clection. Otherwise, when a tribal member is not registered to vote, a complete Voter Registration
Form must be submitted for processing and must be current, not later than S0 days prior to any scheduled
election

Voter Registration Deadlines
November 26, 2026, 1s the voter registration deadline for both the Primary and Regular Election. Tribal

members who miss this deadline may still register to vote in the Regular Election until March 11, 2027.

Election Calendar

Election Board Declared 2027 Regular Election August 28, 2026
Candidate Packets available online and by email Augusl 28, 2026
Packets available in person at the Government Center & Ellis Bld. September 15, 2026
Declaration Packet due by 5:00pm via email or in person October 5, 2026
Slate of Candidates certified posted by 8:00 pm October 21, 2026
Last day to Withdraw Candidacy by 5:00 pm October 23, 2026
Ballots mailed out for Primary Election December 16, 2026
Deadline to request Primary Replacement Ballot December 24, 2026
Deadline for Disputes December 31, 2026
Primary Election Day January 15,2027
Deadline for withdrawal of Candidacy after Primary Election January 19, 2027
Deadline for Primary Election Challenges January 22, 2027
Ballots mailed out [or Regular Election March 31, 2027
Deadline to request Replacement Ballot Apnl 9, 2027
Deadline for Disputes April 16, 2027
Deadline for Primary/Regular Election Campaign Financial Report April 23, 2027
Regular Election Day April 30,2027
Deadline to Withdrawal from Regular Election by 5:00pm May 4, 2027
Deadline for Regular Election Challenges May 7, 2027

Every LRBOI Vote Counts!
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MackKinac Bridge Walk

Clear skies over the Straits of Mackinac greeted thousands of walkers on Labor Day as an es-
timated 34,000 people participated in the 68th annual Mackinac Bridge Walk on Monday, Sept. 7.

For Michigan’s Anishinaabe Tribal Nations, however, this year’s walk carried a significance that
went far beyond the annual Labor Day tradition.

Leaders and citizens from Michigan’s 12 federally recognized Tribal Nations came together
as part of a collective call to action through the ancestral Three Fires Confederacy, gathering
at the Straits to stand for the protection of the Great Lakes and voice their concerns about the
continued operation of Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline.

Tribal leaders called on native people throughout the Great Lakes region, along with allies and
water protectors, to join them for what organizers described not simply as a demonstration, but
as a ceremony and water walk.

“This is not just a demonstration. It is a ceremony,” organizers stated in announcing the gathering.
The Three Fires Confederacy Bridge Walk for Water began before the public bridge walk with
gatherings on both sides of the Straits. A water ceremony was held before participants joined
the thousands of people making their way onto the Mackinac Bridge.

Organizers described the gathering as an opportunity for Anishinaabe people to honor their
responsibilities to the water while demonstrating their continued presence and commitment to

protecting their homelands, treaty rights and future generations.

“It's an opportunity to remind the world that Anishinaabe people are still here, still protecting our homelands,
and still carrying our responsibilities to the generations who come after us,” organizers said.
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Many participants walked in ribbon skirts, traditional clothing and other attire representing their
communities. Native and non-Native water protectors were invited to participate in the gather-
ing, which was organized in partnership with groups including the Anishinaabek Caucus and
Michigan Climate Action Network.

The location carried particular meaning. Beneath the Mackinac Bridge are the Straits of Macki-
nac, where Lakes Michigan and Huron meet and where Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline crosses the
lakebed.

For Tribal Nations throughout the region, the Straits are not simply a geographic landmark. The
waters are part of the traditional Anishinaabe homelands and remain culturally, spiritually and
historically important to Native communities throughout the Great Lakes.

The gathering comes amid continuing legal and regulatory disputes surrounding Line 5 and
Enbridge’s proposed Great Lakes Tunnel. Tribal Nations have raised concerns about the
pipeline and tunnel project because of potential impacts to the Great Lakes, treaty-protected
resources and culturally significant areas. In August, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued
a federal permit for the tunnel project, prompting objections from Tribal Nations. The Michigan
Supreme Court also recently overturned a key state permit for the tunnel and sent the matter
back for further review.

Monday’s gathering brought the issue directly to one of Michigan’s most recognizable land-

marks. Organizers estimated that nearly 1,000 representatives from Michigan’s 12 federally
recognized Tribal Nations participated in the effort to stand together for the water.
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The Tribal gathering took place alongside one of Michigan’s largest annual traditions. According to
the Mackinac Bridge Authority, approximately 34,000 people participated in this year’s Bridge Walk,
up slightly from about 33,000 in 2025. Participation since 2018 has generally ranged between 21,000
and 35,000 people.

The Mackinac Bridge Walk has been held annually since 1958, with the exception of 2020, when it
was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s event marked the 68th walk.

Participants were able to begin from either St. Ignace or Mackinaw City, a format that eliminates the
need for buses to transport walkers across the bridge. The bridge was closed to public vehicle traffic
from 6:30 a.m. until noon.

For the Anishinaabe participants who gathered at the Straits, the morning represented something dif-
ferent from the thousands of individual journeys traditionally made across the Mighty Mac each Labor
Day.

It was a collective journey — one centered on water, responsibility and the generations still to come.
As Tribal Nations gathered together above the waters connecting Lakes Michigan and Huron, their

message was one that Anishinaabe people have carried for generations: the water connects us, and
protecting it is a responsibility shared with those who will come after us.
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