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ELECTED OFFICIALS

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the
opportunity to vote for the seat. 

District
At Large

Term
2021-2027

District
At Large

Term
2025-2031

District
At Large
At Large
At Large

Term
2021-2027
2021-2027
2023-2029

Election Board
Kathy Gibson
Shawnna Gonzalez
Kristi Fowler
Jo Jo Green
Lee Ivinson

District
At Large
At Large
At Large
At Large
At Large

Term
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709
231-398-6709

Email
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov

Council
Tammy Burmeister
Al Metzger
Misty Silvis
Ron Wittenberg
Shannon Crampton (S)
Gary DiPiazza
Susan Thull (R)
Connie Waitner
Julie Wolfe

District
9 County
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
Outlying
9 County
Outlying
9 County
At Large

Term
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2023-2027
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029
2025-2029

Phone
231-398-6833
231-398-6869
231-398-6838
231-398-6828
231-398-6885
231-398-6825
231-398-6820
231-398-6836
231-398-6834

Email
tburmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov
almetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov
mistysilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov
ronaldwittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov
shannoncrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov
garydipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov
susanthull@lrboi-nsn.gov
cwaitner@lrboi-nsn.gov
juliewolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov

Chief Judge
Angela Sherigan

Associate Judge
Caroline LaPorte

Appellate Judge
Bernadene Crampton
Melissa Pope
Bernie Darrow

(S) = Tribal Council Speaker       (R) = Tribal Council Recorder

Ogema
Larry Romanelli

District
At Large

Term
2023-2027

Phone
231-398-6824

Email
ogema@lrboi-nsn.gov

Our newly elected officials were sworn in June 11, 2025 

ELECTED OFFICIALS

(R)
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TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
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Health Services
               O: 231-723-8299
               O: 231-398-6601
               Pharmacy: 231-398-6853
Services:
Family Medicine
Foot and Ankle Clinic
Community Health Nurse
Diabetic Educator
Purchase & Referred Care (PRC)
Extended Health Assist. Program (EHAP)
Pharmacy
Fitness Center

Victim Services
E: victimservices@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6719
Web: www.victimservicesprogram.org
Services:
Advocacy and various other supportive services for victims and survivors of intimate
partner domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, stalking, trafficking, and
child sexual abuse.

Members Legal Assistance
Mary Witkop
E: marywitkop@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-2234
Services:
Estate Planning, Trust Preparation 
& Wills
Probates of Estates
Durable Power of Attorney
Durable Power of Medical Attorney 
Real Estate
Land-Lord Tenant Matters
Divorce, Custody and Support
Criminal and Civil Matters
Paternity & DNA Testing
Birth Certificates
Guardianships & Conservatorships
Driver’s Licenses
General Legal Advice
The attorney cannot appear in court
with a tribal member or assist with
issues that involve the Tribe. Attorney
can assist with providing legal advice
and drafting of documents.

Tax Department
Valerie Chandler
E: valeriechandler@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-398-6874
Services:
Tax-exempt Motor Fuel Program
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Resident Tribal Members
Tribal Certificates of Exemption for
Tribal Entities
Tribal Tax Licenses
Tribal Business Licenses
Commercial and Subsistence Fishers

LRBOI Service Department Contacts continued

Members Assistance
Gina Crotteau
E: ginacrotteau@lrboi-nsn.gov
O: 231-723-8288
Services:
Low Income Energy Assistance -
LIHEAP
Food Assistance
Rental & Mortgage Assistance
Elder Meal Program 
& Elder Chore Service 
Emergency Transportation Assistance
Referral Assistance Service - help with
finding assistance
organization/agencies to assist with
unmet needs. 
Interdepartmental Referral Services -
help to provide coordination and
collaboration with tribal service
departments. 

ELECTION BOARD MEETINGS
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2026 Calendar 
Natural Resource Commission 
 
 
January 12, 2026 

February 9, 2026 

March 9, 2026 

April 13, 2026 

May 11, 2026 

June 08, 2026 

June 13, 2026 (Bear and Elk Draw 12pm) 

July 13, 2026 

August 10, 2026 

September 14, 2026 

October 12, 2026 

November 09, 202 

December 14, 2026 
 
Meetings Begin at 5:00 p.m.  
Government Center or  Zoom 

2026 Calendar
Natural Resource Commission 
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Mackinac Bridge Walk

 
Clear skies over the Straits of Mackinac greeted thousands of walkers on Labor Day as an es-
timated 34,000 people participated in the 68th annual Mackinac Bridge Walk on Monday, Sept. 7. 
 
For Michigan’s Anishinaabe Tribal Nations, however, this year’s walk carried a significance that 
went far beyond the annual Labor Day tradition. 
 
Leaders and citizens from Michigan’s 12 federally recognized Tribal Nations came together 
as part of a collective call to action through the ancestral Three Fires Confederacy, gathering 
at the Straits to stand for the protection of the Great Lakes and voice their concerns about the 
continued operation of Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline. 
 
Tribal leaders called on native people throughout the Great Lakes region, along with allies and 
water protectors, to join them for what organizers described not simply as a demonstration, but 
as a ceremony and water walk. 
 
“This is not just a demonstration. It is a ceremony,” organizers stated in announcing the gathering. 
 
The Three Fires Confederacy Bridge Walk for Water began before the public bridge walk with 
gatherings on both sides of the Straits. A water ceremony was held before participants joined 
the thousands of people making their way onto the Mackinac Bridge. 
 
Organizers described the gathering as an opportunity for Anishinaabe people to honor their 
responsibilities to the water while demonstrating their continued presence and commitment to 
protecting their homelands, treaty rights and future generations. 
 
“It’s an opportunity to remind the world that Anishinaabe people are still here, still protecting our homelands, 
and still carrying our responsibilities to the generations who come after us,” organizers said. 
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Many participants walked in ribbon skirts, traditional clothing and other attire representing their 
communities. Native and non-Native water protectors were invited to participate in the gather-
ing, which was organized in partnership with groups including the Anishinaabek Caucus and 
Michigan Climate Action Network. 
 
The location carried particular meaning. Beneath the Mackinac Bridge are the Straits of Macki-
nac, where Lakes Michigan and Huron meet and where Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline crosses the 
lakebed. 
 
For Tribal Nations throughout the region, the Straits are not simply a geographic landmark. The 
waters are part of the traditional Anishinaabe homelands and remain culturally, spiritually and 
historically important to Native communities throughout the Great Lakes. 
 
The gathering comes amid continuing legal and regulatory disputes surrounding Line 5 and 
Enbridge’s proposed Great Lakes Tunnel. Tribal Nations have raised concerns about the 
pipeline and tunnel project because of potential impacts to the Great Lakes, treaty-protected 
resources and culturally significant areas. In August, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued 
a federal permit for the tunnel project, prompting objections from Tribal Nations. The Michigan 
Supreme Court also recently overturned a key state permit for the tunnel and sent the matter 
back for further review. 
 
Monday’s gathering brought the issue directly to one of Michigan’s most recognizable land-
marks. Organizers estimated that nearly 1,000 representatives from Michigan’s 12 federally 
recognized Tribal Nations participated in the effort to stand together for the water. 
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The Tribal gathering took place alongside one of Michigan’s largest annual traditions. According to 
the Mackinac Bridge Authority, approximately 34,000 people participated in this year’s Bridge Walk, 
up slightly from about 33,000 in 2025. Participation since 2018 has generally ranged between 21,000 
and 35,000 people. 
 
The Mackinac Bridge Walk has been held annually since 1958, with the exception of 2020, when it 
was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s event marked the 68th walk. 
 
Participants were able to begin from either St. Ignace or Mackinaw City, a format that eliminates the 
need for buses to transport walkers across the bridge. The bridge was closed to public vehicle traffic 
from 6:30 a.m. until noon. 
 
For the Anishinaabe participants who gathered at the Straits, the morning represented something dif-
ferent from the thousands of individual journeys traditionally made across the Mighty Mac each Labor 
Day. 
 
It was a collective journey — one centered on water, responsibility and the generations still to come. 
 
As Tribal Nations gathered together above the waters connecting Lakes Michigan and Huron, their 
message was one that Anishinaabe people have carried for generations: the water connects us, and 
protecting it is a responsibility shared with those who will come after us.
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