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Ogema			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Larry Romanelli		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6824	 ogema@lrboi-nsn.gov

Council			   District	 Term		 Phone		  Email 
Tammy Burmeister (S) 	 9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6833	 tburmeister@lrboi-nsn.gov
Al Metzger			   Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6869	 almetzger@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Misty Silvis			   9 County	 2023-2027	 231-398-6838	 mistysilvis@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Ron Wittenberg		  Outlying	 2023-2027	 231-398-6828	 ronwittenberg@lrboi-nsn.gov
Gary DiPiazza		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6825	 garydipiazza@lrboi-nsn.gov 
Pam Johnson (R) 		  Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6836	 pamjohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shirley Wever 		  9 County	 2021-2025	 231-398-6802	 shirleywever@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shannon Crampton*	 	 Outlying	 2021-2025	 231-398-6885		 shannoncrampton@lrboi-nsn.gov
Julie Wolfe			   At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6834	 juliewolfe@lrboi-nsn.gov	

Election Board		  District	 Term		 Phone		  Email
Laura Echelbarger		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Kathy Gibson		  At Large	 2023-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Shawna Gonzalez		  At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Lee Ivinson*			   At Large	 2021-2027	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov
Janine Sam*			  At Large	 2021-2025	 231-398-6709	 electionboard@lrboi-nsn.gov

Chief Judge		  District	 Term
Angela Sherigan

Associate Judge	 District	 Term
Caroline LaPorte**

Appellate Judge		 District 	 Term
Bernie Darrow
Melissa Pope
Bernadene Crampton

Voting Districts

At Large means all registered voters shall have the opportunity to vote for the seat.

9 County means all registered voters who reside within the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

Outlying means all registered voters who reside outside of the 9 County district shall have the 
opportunity to vote for the seat.

*Finishing term that started 2021 **Finishing term that started 2019

Elected Officials
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Check the LRBOI Government Facebook page for more details and updates.
Elder’s Meetings meet the first Saturday of every month, beginning at noon with luncheon at 
the Aki-Maadiziwin Community Center, unless otherwise scheduled. Elder’s watch your mail for 
updates. Events occur in Manistee unless otherwise noted.

September
•September 7, 2024 - Elder’s Picnic at the Gathering Grounds
•September 7, 2024 - Sturgeon Release 
October
•October 4, 2024 - Ogema’s Fall Meet & Greet
•October 5, 2024 - Fall Membership Meeting
•October 6, 2024 - Elder’s Meeting (10am)
November
•November 1, 2 & 3, 2024 - Elder’s Conference & Christmas Party 
December
•December 5, 2024 - Children’s Christmas Party

Upcoming Tribal Events

Tribal Government Holiday Observances
Our tribal government offices close for certain holidays. Below is the list of observed holidays 
and closures for the remainder of 2024. Holidays that fall on a Saturday are observed on Fri-
days and those falling on Sundays are observed on Mondays. Our Ogema may declare addi-
tional holidays and closures. Updates will be shared on our government Facebook page and in 
the Currents newsletter, whenever possible.

LRBOI Reaffirmation Day
When: September 21.
Observed: Friday, September 20, 2024.

Veteran’s Day
When: November 11.
Observed: Monday, November 11, 2024.

Thanksgiving
When: Fourth Thursday in November.
Observed: Thursday, November 28, 2024.

Native American Heritage Day
When: Friday after Thanksgiving.
Observed: Friday, November 29, 2024.

Christmas Eve Day
When: December 24.
Observed: Tuesday, December 24, 2024. Half day closure. Closed Noon-5pm

Christmas Day
When: December 25.
Observed: Wednesday, December 25, 2024.
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The 36th Annual Michigan Indian Family Olympics (MIFO) took place with much
excitement and enthusiasm, bringing together Indigenous athletes from across Michigan. Hosted by 
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe at Central Michigan University, this year’s event was a testament 
to the strength, skill, and community spirit of its participants.

Our tribe placed sixth out of nine places. We had 44 register and 38 competed. Among the standout 
competitors were members of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, who showcased their athletic 
prowess across a range of events, earning accolades and making their community proud. Here are the 
highlights of their achievements:

Bradley Paul Dominates the Track

Bradley Paul was a force to be reckoned with, earning first place in multiple track
events. His impressive performances included:

•1 Mile Run, Male ages 19-24: 1st Place
•100 Meter Run, Male ages 19-24: 1st Place
•400 Meter Run, Male ages 19-24: 1st Place
•Long Jump, Male ages 19-24: 3rd Place

Celebrating Achievements
At The 36TH Annual MIFO
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Rising Stars in Track Events

Levi Wakemup shone in the 100 Meter Run, securing 3rd place in the Male ages
13-15 category. He also demonstrated exceptional skill in the Lacrosse Speed Shot,
winning 1st place in his age group.

Raylee Wakemup delighted the audience with her performance in the 20 Meter Tot
Trot, earning a 3rd place finish in the Female ages 3-4 category.

Mastery in Archery

Kenneth Snyder exhibited remarkable precision in the Archery competition, placing
2nd in the Male ages 25-32 category.

Scott Wahr demonstrated his archery skills, finishing 3rd in the Male ages 41-54
category. Additionally, Scott secured 2nd place in the Bean Bag Toss and 3rd place
in the Lacrosse Speed Shot within his age group.

Roger Shalifoe also showed his expertise in archery, taking 2nd place in the Male
ages 55-64 category. Roger continued to impress with a 3rd place finish in the
Basketball Shot and 1st place in the Lacrosse Speed Shot in his age group.

Young Athletes Making Their Mark

Kiwedanung Lee displayed remarkable talent across multiple events, including a 3rd
place finish in the Fitness Circuit and Jump Rope (Female ages 5-6), 1st place in the
Obstacle Course, and 3rd place in the Softball Throws.

Waawaate Shotgun excelled in the Bean Bag Toss, earning 2nd place in the Male
ages 1-2 category.

Noteworthy Performances in Various Events

Tavar Wahr showcased versatility by securing 2nd place in both the Basketball Shot
(Female ages 41-54) and Bean Bag Toss (Female ages 41-54).

Lawrence Wakemup achieved 3rd place in the Lacrosse Speed Shot for Male ages
33-40.

Tom Shepard rounded out the list of achievers with a 3rd place finish in the Softball
Throws for Male ages 65+.

The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians community is immensely proud of all the
athletes who participated and demonstrated the values of sportsmanship, dedication,
and excellence. Their achievements at the 36th Annual Michigan Indian Family
Olympics are a source of inspiration and pride for all.

We look forward to seeing even more incredible performances and new records set in
the future. Congratulations to all the participants and winners for their hard work and
determination!
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2024 Peacemaking Conference
Peacemakers for a New Generation

The 2024 Peacemakers Conference “Peacemakers for a New Generation”  took place from Au-
gust 14 to August 16 at the Little River Casino and Resort in Manistee, Michigan. Hosted by the 
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians' Peacemaking Probation Department, the event focused on 
promoting traditional indigenous methods of conflict resolution. It aims to engage tribal communi-
ties and the public in discussions about peacemaking practices and bring in a new generation of 
tribal Peacemakers.

The conference had many engaging presentations over the multi day event. Presenters included 
Judge Timothy P. Connors, Margret Connors, Joanne Cook, Juan “Chico” Dimas, Belinda Dulin,-
Natasha Gourd, Jackie Hallberg, Brandy Hill, Brett Lee Shelton and Paul Raphael. Comedians 
Marc Yaffee and Homer Shadowhart provided comedic entertainment for the event.

Odenaang Enjinoojimoying 
“A Place of Healing Many Hearts”Patrick D. Wilson

Peacemaking/Probation Department Director
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Tribal Discounts At
Little River Casino Resort

The Little River Casino Resort offers a range of exclusive discounts for tribal citizens
to enhance their stay and experience. A valid tribal ID is required to be shown for
each and every purchase where the tribal discount is applied.

Hotel Accommodations

Tribal citizens can enjoy a special rate of $89 plus taxes per night for a standard
hotel room and $139 plus taxes per night for a suite. These rates are subject to
change, and a valid tribal ID must be presented at check-in. Please note that tribal
discounts are not available during the July 4th weekend or on December 31.
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Tribal Discounts At
Little River Casino Resort

Gift Shop
At the White Pine Boutique, tribal citizens receive a 25% discount on most purchases. This 
discount does not apply to alcohol, tobacco, consignment merchandise, gift cards, or gift 
certificates. A valid tribal ID must be presented at the time of purchase. The tribal discount is 
unavailable 
during the July 4th weekend or on December 31.

Dining Discounts

Tribal citizens can enjoy daily dining discounts at the River Rock Sportsbook & Grill, Rapids 
Bistro, and Big Lake Buffet. A 20% discount is available for the tribal citizen and one guest, 
with additional guests charged at full price. This offer is valid for both dine-in and take-out, 
provided a valid tribal ID is shown at purchase.

Every Thursday, a special 50% dining discount is available for tribal citizens and up to five 
guests per tribal citizen, with additional guests charged at full price. This offer also applies to 
both dine-in and take-out orders, with a valid tribal ID required at purchase.

Notice Regarding Tribal Citizen Discounts

Please note that tribal citizen discounts cannot be combined with other offers, comps, cou-
pons, or discounts at the Little River Casino Resort. The dining discount does not apply to 
conferences, banquets, or weddings, nor to food or beverages at the Little River Trading Post. 
Tribal discounts do not cover alcohol, tobacco, or gratuity. These discounts are not available 
during the July 4th weekend or on December 31.

For any questions regarding tribal citizen discounts, please contact a member of management 
at Little River Casino Resort for more information. Enjoy your discounts!

ALWAYS BE KIND TO TEAM MEMBERS AT LITTLE RIVER CASINO RESORT
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Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Team Member Discount 
Motor Fuel @ Little River Trading Post
Save 5 cents per gallon.
Available to all Little River Band of Ottawa Indians team members, including team members 
working at Little River Casino Resort. Valid employee ID must be presented at time of pur-
chase. Team member discount MAY be used with the Tribal citizen tax exemption.

Notice Regarding Team Member Discount
Please note that committee members, commission members and board members are not eligi-
ble for the team member discount. 

Little River Trading Post Motor Fuel Cash Discount 
Motor Fuel @ Little River Trading Post
Save 5 cents per gallon.
Available to anyone paying for their gas purchase with cash. Cash discount MAY be used with 
the team member discount AND the tribal citizen tax exemption. 

Employee Discount At
Little River Trading Post



September 2024 | Little River Currents|28

Tax Exempt Purchases 
At Little River Trading Post

Tribal citizens may utilize tax exempt purchasing on motor fuel and tobacco products at Little 
River Trading Post. A valid tribal ID is required to be shown for each and every tax exempt sale

Motor Fuel
Tribal citizens are exempt from the pre-paid sales and road taxes imposed by the state of  
Michigan on motor fuels when purchased from  the Little River Trading Post. This exemption  
applies to both diesel and gasoline. Pre-paying for fuel is not allowed, you must pump fuel first. 
A valid tribal ID must be presented at the time of purchase. Eligible tribal citizens may pur-
chase up to 175 gallons per month of gasoline, diesel, or a combination of the two. Tax-exempt 
purchase limits may change without notice. To complete a tax-exempt purchase, the following 
information must be logged: date, citizen ID number, citizen signature, license plate number,  
and fuel type (diesel or gasoline).
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Tax Exempt Purchases 
At Little River Trading Post
Tobacco Products

Cigarettes

Tribal citizens are exempt from the $2 excise tax  
imposed by the state of Michigan on cigarettes when  
purchased from the Little River Trading Post. A valid  
tribal ID must be presented at the time of purchase.  
Eligible tribal citizens may purchase up to 70 packs of cigarettes per month for personal use. 
Non-resident tribal citizens will see $2.12 off per pack on their receipt due to an additional 6% 
tax on the $2.00 tax exemption. Resident tribal members do not pay this sales tax, so the sys-
tem does not charge tax on the exemption. 

The following information must be logged: date, citizen ID number, citizen signature, number of 
packs, and brand of cigarettes.

Other Tobacco Products (OTP)
Tribal citizens are exempt from some of the taxes imposed by the state of Michigan on OTP, 
which includes cigars, loose tobacco, snuff, and cigarillos (excluding hemp products, vape 
products, rolling papers, rolling devices, and other non-tobacco

Important Information
All purchases must be for personal use only. Fuel tax exemptions will not be given for two 
separate vehicles at one time. According to tribal tobacco and motor fuel regulations, purchas-
ing for non-LRBOI tribal citizens is a civil infraction and may result in a civil penalty of $100 
per transaction. All tribal citizen vehicles must be registered with the tax office. Any changes in 
vehicle or license plate require a new registration with the tax office

For questions, concerns or comments regarding tax exempt purchases, please contact the Tax 
Office at 231-398-3874 or 231-398-6856.

 ALWAYS BE KIND TO TEAM MEMBERS AT LITTLE RIVER TRADING POST
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Word Search 
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Easily apply online anytime 
at www.LRCR.com

then click the CAREERS link.

Apply in person at 
  Little River Casino Resort

2700 Orchard Hwy
Manistee, MI 49660

Phone: 231-723-4530

Get an instant interview every 
Thursday from 10am to 4pm. 

Visit the Human Resources office. 

TEAM MEMBER PERKS
Team Member of the Month, Quarter, &

Year. Team Member Recognition
Committee. Safety Committee. Meal
Discounts.  Gift Shop Discounts. Gas

discount at the C-Store. Golf Membership
Discounts. Holiday parties for Team

Members. Summer cook-outs. Ice Cream
Socials. Company Picnic. Community

Service Opportunities and more!

 JOIN A WINNING TEAM

IF YOU ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT
DOING YOUR BEST WORK, MAKING
A DIFFERENCE, AND HAVING FUN
WHILE DOING IT, APPLY TO ONE

OF OUR OPEN POSITIONS!

FAST TRACK THURSDAYS

Enjoy a Suite of Benefits!

FULL TIME TEAM MEMBERS:
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life

Insurance, AD&D, Flexible Spending
Account, Voluntary Life Insurance,
Short Term Disability, Long Term

Disability, 401K match up to 4
percent, Holiday pay including Team
Member Birthday, up to 3 weeks of
Paid Time off can be earned in the
first year and Flexible Scheduling.

PART TIME TEAM MEMBERS:
Generous Paid Time Off accrued 

on hours worked, Holiday pay
including Team Member Birthday,
401K match up to 4 percent and

Flexible Scheduling.

SEASONAL TEAM MEMBERS:
Work up to 6 months with the 
ability to return year after year 

with flexible scheduling.

LRCR offers permanent, seasonal, intermittent, full time and part time positions. 

31
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Check the casino website for current available positions at www.LRCR.com

Guest Room Attendant
Valet Service Attendant
Food & Beverage Server
Club House Associate

Golf Course Groundskeeper
High Lift Floor Care Cleaner
Customer Service Associate

Maintenance Tech I
Guest Service Agent

EVS Cleaner

Security Level I
Security Level II
Shuttle Driver

Bartender
Steward

Bus Person
Food Cashier 

Cook I
Pantry Cook 

Porter

32
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BUILD A LEGACY FOR THE 
NEXT SEVEN GENERATIONS!

Join us in building a vibrant legacy for the
next seven generations by working for your
tribe. 

As a tribal member, you have a unique
opportunity to contribute to the sustainable
development and cultural preservation of our
people, our tribe, and our nation. 

Your skills, passion, and dedication can
make a significant impact on our tribe's
future, ensuring that our traditions, values,
and prosperity are passed down to future
generations.

By working together, we can create a
thriving, self-sufficient community that
honors our heritage while embracing
innovation and growth. 

The future of our tribe is bright and full of
potential, shaped by our collective efforts to
preserve our cultural heritage, promote
sustainable development, and ensure the
well-being of our community.

Be a part of this transformative journey and
help secure a bright future for our next seven
generations.

LOVE, RESPECT, WISDOM, 
TRUTH, HONESTY

HUMILITY, BRAVERY

33
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Mental Health Counselor (FT & PT)
Peer Recovery Coach (FT)
Director of Commerce (FT)
Enrollment Assistant (FT)
Intake Specialist (FT)
Controller (FT)
Accounts Payable Clerk (FT)
Nutrition Program Coordinator (FT)
Surveillance Operator (FT)
Clinic Lab Supervisor (FT)
Clinic Administrative Tech III - Muskegon (FT)
Staff Pharmacist (FT)
IT Operation Engineer (FT)
IT Technician (FT)
Fisheries Tech - Inland (FT)
Grant Writer (FT)
Legislative In-House Counsel (Contract)
Prosecutor (FT)
Court Security Officer (PT)
Victim Advocate (FT)
Victim Advocate - Muskegon (FT)

A P P L Y  T O D A Y

eMail:   apply@lrboi-nsn.gov
Phone: 231-398-6859
Web:    www.lrboi-nsn.gov

Government Careers
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Cooking Matters: Cooking Classes 

CLASS DATES AND 
TIMES: 
8/28/24, 5-7 p.m. 
9/4/24, 5-7 p.m. 
9/11/24, 5-7 p.m. 
9/25/24, 5-7 p.m. 
10/2/24, 5-7 p.m. 
10/9/24, 5-7 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: 
1478 E Ellis Road 
Muskegon, MI 49444 
 
CONTACT US: 
Aditi Kulkarni 
Kulkar86@msu.edu 
231-724-4737 
 

PROGRAM SUMMARY: 
Each class provides participants with education about how to prepare 
healthy meals on a limited budget. These one-time sessions are 
intended for parents, caregivers, and seniors. Kids are welcome.  

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension 
programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender 
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, 
family status or veteran status.  

Photo credit:  

Follow MI Health Matters from 
Michigan State University      
Extension on social media! 
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Business-only Prices*

Quantity Discounts

Free Shipping on orders $25+

Reorder Lists

Analytics Tools

Millions of Suppliers

Email amazon@lrboi-nsn.gov 

In the email, provide your full name as
registered with LRBOI Enrollment
department, your tribal ID number, and
the email address you want the Amazon
Business account listed under.  

Verification of your name and tribal ID
number will be completed. 

Once your account is authorized, you will
receive an email from Amazon. It is your
responsibility to manage your account
and pay for your orders.

Sign Up for an 
Amazon Business Account.

Benefits of having an 
Amazon Business Account.

Sign up for a FREE Amazon Business Account!
The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians in collaboration with Amazon, 
are pleased to offer tribal citizens FREE access to Amazon Business. 

The Tribe is limited to the initial
authorization of the account, only.

 *Business-only prices are available on
only certain items, and those items may
change from time to time.

This offer does NOT include Amazon 
Business Prime or Amazon Prime!

Amazon Prime and Business Prime
available for purchase directly with
Amazon.
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