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On February 9, 2026, Nevada Ready Mix, in

partnership with PENTA Building Group, had

the honor of hosting 40 young students for a

hands-on, fully interactive tour of our

Bonanza concrete plant and materials testing

laboratory.

The group, ACE Mentor Program, has a

mission to excite, engage, and educate

students in pursuit of careers in architecture,

engineering, and construction. The local

affiliate has a total group of 200 kids they

are helping.

When PENTA initially reached out asking if

we wanted to present something to the

group regarding concrete production and

testing, we couldn't respond fast enough

with an enthusiastic yes! As we shared in the

last issue of our newsletter, NRM values

every opportunity to give back to the

community and help our future generation

with any guidance or advice we can provide.

The first thing we did in preparation for this

tour was to hold a committee meeting for

potential ideas to "excite, engage, and

educate" this group. After exchanging

several great ideas, the group landed on

breaking the visitors into six groups and

assigning them a group number. Each group

A FUTURE BUILT BY ALL, FOR ALL..

At the 70+ affiliates, students,

educators, and industry professionals

work together.

5,000 volunteers give back to their

communities. Estimated value of their

in-kind services total $22.4 million.

ACE has awarded more the $37 million

in scholarships to students. In 2023-

2024, over 1000 students received

scholarships.

ACE guides more than 12,000 high

school students. 41% of ACE seniors

going into higher education are 1st

generation.

Each year between 1500 and 2000

ACE alumni enter the ACE industry as

full-time employees

ACE PROGRAM STATS

would then start in 1 of 6 learning stations. After

20 minutes in each station, the groups would

rotate to the next station in order until they had

completed all 6 stations. SEE PAGE 6 for pictures

and a summary of each station!
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by Mike Sherwood

Customer Corner

When it comes to concrete construction and hardscaping in

the Las Vegas Valley, JB Concrete LLC has earned a strong

reputation for reliability, craftsmanship, and customer focused

service. Operating out of North Las Vegas, the company

provides a full range of residential and commercial concrete

services backed by licensing, years of hands on industry

experience, and consistently high customer satisfaction.

Company Background & Licensing

JB Concrete LLC is a Nevada licensed C 5 Concrete Contracting

company that serves the greater Las Vegas region. According to Build

Zoom, the business holds an active license and maintains a Build Zoom

Score of 92, placing it in the top tier of licensed contractors in the state.

The company operates from its North Las Vegas location and is family

owned, with leadership focused on communication, professionalism, and

long term customer relationships.

Services Offered

Residential & Commercial Concrete Work

• Concrete foundations

• Concrete slabs and floors

• Flatwork, paving, and hardscaping

• Driveways, sidewalks, and approach

• RV parking pads and driveways

• Concrete curbs, gutters, and columns

• Tennis courts, Pickleball courts

Customer Reputation & Reviews

JB Concrete has built a strong track record of customer satisfaction:

HomeAdvisor Ratings

The company boasts a 5 star rating across 24 reviews, reflecting consistent

excellence in:

• Concrete driveways & floor installations

• Foundations

• Commercial and residential work

Decorative & Specialty Services

• Stamped concrete

• Custom concrete installation

• Concrete repairs

The company emphasizes quality finishes, aesthetic appeal, and long term

durability.

Customers praise the team’s punctuality, communication, attention to

detail, and competitive pricing. Several reviewers highlight the

professionalism of owner Jose Barraza and his crew.

Experience & Company Values

• Family owned

• Built on courteous service and personalized attention

• Committed to strong communication

• Backed by over 20 years of concrete experience

JB Concrete LLC stands out as a top choice for high quality concrete solutions

in Las Vegas and the surrounding areas. With a strong reputation built on

expertise, integrity, and exceptional workmanship, the company continues to

serve residential and commercial clients who value durability, craftsmanship,

and reliable service.

Whether you're planning a new driveway, a decorative patio, a foundation

project, or a commercial installation, JB Concrete Las Vegas offers the skill

and professionalism needed to bring your project to life.

Dear Colleagues,

I want to thank you, and I

want to apologize.

First my apologies for

becoming an office boy.

As time has passed, I

have become comfortable

in my “Ivory Tower.”

Last fall we started holding driver meetings and

toolbox meetings with our Operating Engineers

in the early morning hours.

When I have attended these meetings, I find

myself face to face with the men and women who

have made NRM the number one concrete

supplier in Las Vegas for 66 years now.

That is really saying something. I get to see

resolute professionals doing their jobs with

excellence. I always leave these meetings feeling

good about our future.

You folks are impressive. I want to apologize for

not being more visible and promise that you will

see more of me in the future.

I also want to offer my thanks to each and

everyone of you for contributing to our success.

It takes all of us, doing our best every day. Lately

we have seen the positive results of everyone

doing their individual best.

We cannot rest. We must keep improving in every

area of the company. To achieve that goal we will

continue to hold training sessions, safety

dinners, and whatever else we can do to improve.

Thanks to all who participated. We know, by your

active participation in our improvement

programs, that you care about the health of this

company and the continuation of our union jobs.
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The holiday spirit was alive and well at Nevada Ready Mix’s 2nd

Annual Toy Drive, and in December, our team made an even bigger

impact for local kids and families.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our employees, partners, and

community, we proudly donated 45 bikes and 86 toys last holiday

season to children in our local community.

Seeing the growth from the previous year makes this effort even

more meaningful. During our first annual toy drive, we donated 22

bikes and 89 toys. In December, we nearly doubled the number of

bikes, helping create even more unforgettable holiday moments for

children who need it most.

We are incredibly proud of everyone who contributed to making the

toy drive such a success and look forward to continuing this

tradition for years to come.

RIP Qaadir

NRM's 2nd Annual Toy

Drive Brings Big

Holiday Smiles

On May 12th, Nevada Ready Mix had the opportunity to attend Career Day

at Cozine Elementary School — and what a great day it was!

Our team spent the day teaching approximately 650 students about the

concrete industry and the many careers that help build our community.

Steve brought out Truck 442, giving students an up-close look at one of

our mixer trucks, while Rick spoke to the kids about concrete, aggregates,

safety, and the importance of working together as a team.

The students asked great questions and were excited to learn how

concrete is made and delivered. Events like these are a great reminder of

the importance of connecting with the next generation and sharing the

value of teamwork, safety, and hard work.

Career Day!

NRM Hire Date: 08/06/2024

Concrete Yards Hauled: 10,041.50
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TRYPS Drivers Rewards Program

Since 2019, NEVADA READY MIX has recognized (and rewarded) the

Top 10 performing mixer drivers based on their efficiency,

attendance, and truck cleanliness. Each quarter, data from our

batch, dispatch records, and payroll are carefully compiled and

analyzed. The resulting data is then sorted and ranked based on the

following six categories:

T
R
Y
P
S

Round Trip Time (minutes)

Yards Per Hour

Personal Truck Cleanliness Score

Total Yards Delivered

Slump Rack Time (minutes)

The Top 10 drivers in each

category receive points based on

their position in that category:

1st Place 10 Points

2nd Place 9 Points

3rd Place 8 Points
...
10th Place 1 Point

All six category points are then added and sorted from 1 to 10

Quarter 4 | 2025 Top 10 Drivers
Place Driver Total Points Wins

David Wright 321 $600

2 Carlos Acuna 28.75

3 Steve Rivas 24

4

5

6

8

Philip Parslow

Solomon Teclay

Michael Kobos

Chris Howcroft

22

16.1

15.75

$300

$200

$100

7 Gerardo Macias-Ibarra

16

9

10

Bernard Bragg

Ryan Deutch

11

10

$100

$500

$400

$100

$100

$100

13

Quarter 4 | 2025 Cleanest Truck
Driver WinsTruck Score

Michael Martin 92.4 $100

Quarter 4 | 2025 Most Improved Truck

Driver Truck Score Wins

+ 7 Points $100Chris Howcroft

For any questions about the program, or to request

your individual score, contact Elu at (702) 595-9864

Nevada Ready Mix is on

social media!

Please follow us on

Facebook, Instagram,

Tiktok, Threads and

YouTube to see current

events, job site pictures,

education and much more!

If you have any pictures

that you think we should

put on our accounts,

please text them to (702)

301-9633

A Attendance (-1 for an absence, -0.25 for a tardy)

SOCIAL MEDIA METRICS

30,000+ Followers

30,000,000 Views!
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Employee Spotlight Employee Spotlight

Vegas Strip. Those experiences helped shape the hardworking,

adaptable, and people-focused mindset he brings to Nevada Ready

Mix every day.

What DJ enjoys most about his time in Quality Control is the variety of

job sites he gets to visit and the independence the role offers. He’s

especially excited about the future of Nevada Ready Mix, sharing that

when he looks back at everything the company has accomplished, it

only makes what’s ahead seem even brighter.

One of the most interesting things about DJ is his genuine passion for

learning about people and building strong relationships. Whether it’s

helping a teammate, supporting another department, or giving his

time to a local non-profit, DJ enjoys finding ways to make a positive

impact.

Outside of work, DJ’s greatest joy is his kids. In his free time, he loves

spending time with them and introducing them to new hobbies and

activities they can enjoy for years to come. Watching them grow into

their own people is what motivates him most and inspires him to

create the best life possible for them.

One of his most memorable experiences at NRM was working

alongside Evin during the F1 construction project, where he not only

gained valuable knowledge but also enjoyed learning about the many

personalities and people involved on-site.

Carlos Acuna has been part of the Nevada

Ready Mix team for nearly four years,

joining the company on April 21, 2022.

Before coming to NRM, he built his career

driving for several other concrete trucking

companies, gaining the experience and

industry knowledge that eventually led

him here.

One of the things Carlos enjoys most

about his work is seeing the direct impact

our team has on the Las Vegas landscape.

From watching the iconic Hard Rock guitar rise into the skyline to

seeing the stadium built from the ground up, he takes pride in

being part of projects that shape our community. Looking ahead,

he’s excited to one day retire and reflect on all the progress he’s

witnessed over the years.

Carlos is especially fascinated by the technical side of concrete.

The precision, experience, and know-how it takes to batch the

exact mix needed for each job is something he finds incredibly

interesting and rewarding.

One of the most memorable projects in his career was working on

the border wall in Yuma, Arizona, where he helped pour concrete

piles. Starting that project on March 6, 2022, just before joining

NRM, Carlos recalls the unique experience of sometimes working

on both sides of the border in the same day. The heavy security

presence, strict safety protocols, and overall intensity of the site

made it one of the most interesting and exciting jobs he has been

part of.

Outside of work, Carlos enjoys relaxing with sports betting and is

interested in getting into RC car repair, where he can tinker with

the mechanics and learn how the hobby cars work. When it comes

to movies, one of his favorites is American History X, though he

says he doesn’t really stick to any one genre.

If he could travel anywhere, Japan is at the top of his list. He’d

love to explore everything from Tokyo to Nagasaki and

experience all the major tourist destinations along the way.

Something people may not know about Carlos is that he describes

himself as laid back and easygoing. While he jokes that he has a

“mean stare,” he says that once people get to know him, they

quickly realize how chill he really is.

For the past three and a half years, DJ Roman

has been a valued part of the Nevada Ready Mix

family, starting his journey in the Quality

Control Department. Today, he’s preparing for

his next chapter as he trains for a new

opportunity and higher position within the

company.

Before joining NRM, DJ built a unique and

diverse background. He worked alongside his

father in the family pest control business and

also spent time working security on the Las

As DJ continues growing

within NRM, his curiosity,

people-first mindset, and

drive to keep learning will

continue to open new doors.

At the heart of it all is what

matters most to him: his

family, his growth, and

creating peace and happiness

in life.

A few fun facts: if stranded on a deserted island, he says he’d bring his

puppy, who keeps him entertained and helps keep him sane. His

favorite movies include Legend with Tom Hardy and Public Enemies

with Johnny Depp, while Mad Max: Fury Road is his least favorite. If he

could travel anywhere, his dream destination would be Europe, where

he’d love to explore the history and take in the many tours and

landmarks.

With years of experience behind

him and many more ahead,

Carlos continues to bring

knowledge, perspective, and

pride to every project he

touches. We’re proud to have

him on the Nevada Ready Mix

team and look forward to seeing

what the future holds for him.
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Dear Ronny:

DEAR RONNY: Summer's are very
hot in Las Vegas, you must
consume a lot of ice to chill the
concrete down! How much ice do
you use in the concrete?

A LONG -TIME ADMIRER

DEAR ADMIRER: Great Question!
We are required to deliver our
concrete below 90 degrees
Fahrenheit. To accomplish this,
between Lone Mountain and Arville,
we’re running three containers.
Each holds 24 pallets, and each
pallet is 2,400 lbs. That’s 172,800
lbs a week for the six months it’s
hot. All told, we’re cycling 2,246
tons of ice a year to keep the mix
right and the crews upright. If you
aren't staying cool, you're
hardening too fast. Keep the
coolers full so I don't come home
cranky to Maggie.

STATION 1

Welcome to Nevada Ready Mix!

Evin Van Burger presented the groups with a brief

outline of our company history, introduced some

concrete basics, and showcased our major projects from

the 1980's (Excalibur, Mirage, etc.) through today (A's

Ballpark, Hard Rock Hotel, Four Seasons, etc.)

by RONALD REED
STATION 2

Walking tour of the Bonanza Batch Plant

Matt Montoya took all the groups on a walking tour

of our Bonanza concrete plant. Students were

equipped with the necessary PPE (hard hats, safety

vests). Matt pointed out how we store and load our

aggregates into the plant, where our trucks get loaded,

and how we cool the concrete down with ice!

STATION 3

How to Test Concrete Aggregates

Elu Chavez introduced the students to some of the

aggregate testing we perform on our materials and why

they are important. Each group was tasked to carry out a

full sieve analysis test to determine whether the material

will pass or fail.

STATION 4

How to Break a Concrete Strength Cylinder

Diego Lopez demonstrated how we perform

concrete compressive strength testing. Students had

the opportunity to help remove plastic test molds,

properly identify each specimen, and place in final

curing. Each group also had the opportunity to

witness a 10,000 psi cylinder being broken.

STATION 5

How to Mix Concrete in the Laboratory

Nicole Washington (Master Builders) showed the groups

how we qualify new concrete mix designs in the laboratory

before we send them to the concrete plants. Each group was

tasked with performing their own concrete trial batch by

following unique mix recipes and mixing it in the laboratory

mixer.

STATION 6

How to Sample & Test Fresh Concrete

DJ Roman showed the groups how to test the fresh

properties of concrete when the material is delivered to a

project. Students took turns pulling slump cones to measure

the slump spread of the Self Consolidating Concrete.

Cover Story cont.

DEAR RONNY: We all love seeing
Maggie. What’s her favorite
treat?

PAWS ON SITE

DEAR PAWS: Maggie’s got a "heart
of gold" but a sensitive stomach.
She’s on a strict diet of the best
fresh dog food money can buy,
but she’s the boss, so she gets a
little salmon as a high-value reward.
If you see her, a pat on the head is
plenty—I’ll handle the catering.
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Years of Service

3
Birthplace

Favorite Pizza Topping

Death Row Last Meal

Supervisor Spotlight
We want to introduce you to our next Supervisor in the
Supervisor Spotlight series:

Tom Gilbert

Truck Shop Supervisor

Favorite Team

Water skiing is truly part of Tom’s family legacy. His uncle played a major role in the sport,
helping get Gilbert Lake certified for national water-skiing tournaments, where competitions
are still held today. That tradition continues through the next generation, with his nephew now
carrying it forward.

These days, Tom enjoys the memories of the sport more than the sport itself, but it remains a
meaningful part of his story. Another passion of Tom’s is classic cars. He loves attending car
shows—carefully, he says, so he doesn’t get the urge to buy another one. Over the years, he’s
owned some standout classics, including a 1969 Porsche 911 convertible and a 1965 Mustang.

Tom joined NRM three years ago, bringing extensive experience from the Class 8 trucking
industry. His career began in 2007 with Kenworth Sales Company, where he worked in the parts
department alongside shop mechanics. That role gave him a strong foundation in the technical
side of the industry and helped him learn the language of trucking from the ground up.

In 2017, an opportunity opened at the Las Vegas Kenworth location. With his kids grown and
out of the house—and the warmer climate calling his name—Tom decided it was the perfect
time for a fresh start. He sold his home in Idaho and made the move to Las Vegas. After
stepping into a customer sales representative role, Tom had the chance to work directly with
customers and strengthen relationships throughout the industry. During that time, he built a
strong connection with Rick Bonvincin, and eventually joined the NRM team.

Today, Tom helps keep the fleet moving by coordinating service needs, planning repairs, and
working closely with dispatch to minimize downtime whenever possible. His ability to balance
driver needs, shop priorities, and operational demands makes him a valuable part of the team.
What Tom appreciates most about NRM is the culture. “It feels like family—like a small mom-
and-pop company.”

the Nevada Ready-Mixer

Outside of work, Tom enjoys traveling and cruising, with favorite destinations including the

Dominican Republic and Mexico. He also considers himself a foodie, always up for a night out

with his wife, especially if it includes his favorite food: wings. At home, Tom enjoys home

improvement projects and taking care of his pool, where he finds the process of balancing the

chemicals oddly relaxing.

Caldwell,

ID

Tom’s story starts in Caldwell, Idaho, where he was born
in 1970 and grew up with a lifelong love for water skiing.
Coming from a family passionate about the sport, Tom
specialized in slalom skiing, mastering the quick, precise
turns needed to navigate the course. As he improved, the
challenge only grew, with the finish line getting shorter
after every successful run.

Tom’s experience, problem-

solving mindset, and team-

first attitude make him an

important part of the Nevada

Ready Mix family, and we’re

proud to have him on the

team.
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Filling Out Concrete Delivery Tickets

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO FILL OUT OUR CONCRETE

DELIVERY TICKETS TO HELP RESOLVE CUSTOMER ISSUES!

CASE #1

CASE #2

1. CUSTOMER REPORTED A LOW STRENGTH RESULT

2. DELIVERY TICKET SHOWS CUSTOMER ADDED 45

GALLONS OF WATER TO THE LOAD

3. LIABILITY ON THE CUSTOMER

1. CUSTOMER REPORTED A LOW STRENGTH RESULT

2. DELIVERY TICKET DOES NOT SHOW IF THE

CUSTOMER ADDED WATER TO THE LOAD

3. LIABILITY ON NEVADA READY MIX
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Congratulations to Chris Howcroft for winning

the Nevada Ready-Mixer newsletter issue #10

Crossword Puzzle!

Completed puzzle submitted by Chris:

$250.00

Issue 1: Shawn Ward Issue 6 : Carlos Acuna

Issue 2: Robert Hinsley Issue 7: David Wright

Issue 3: Nelson Pacheco Issue 8: David Wright

Issue 4: Holly Heardt Issue 9: Ed Savage

Issue 5: Ryan Deutch
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ENTER TO WIN $250.00!
COMPLETE THE CROSSWORD BELOW AND TEXT A PICTURE OF THE

COMPLETED PUZZLE, WITH YOUR NAME, TO (702) 595-9864 (ELU)

(VERIFIED ENTRIES WILL BE ENTERED INTO A DRAWING WITH ONE RANDOMLY SELECTED WINNER)
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TheNevada Ready-Mixer

IF YOU HAVE ANY INTERESTING PICTURES or CONTENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ADDED TO A FUTURE ISSUE,

PLEASE EMAIL contact@thenevadareadymixer.com or TEXT (702) 595-9864

Elu Chavez

Matt Montoya

Diego Lopez

Aliea Foshay

Nicole Washington

Danielle Chavez

Contributing Writers

Mike Sherwood

Enter Text Here.

Staying Hydrated
Electrolytes, what are they and are they important?

You’re thirsty so you go to the cooler to grab a drink. You grab a cold

Gatorade and have a drink. What is Gatorade and why does it taste so good

on a hot day?

Gatorade is full of electrolytes. Electrolytes are minerals that carry an

electrical charge when dissolved in water. These electrical charges help your

body to function properly. The most well-known electrolytes are sodium

and potassium. That is why Gatorade has a slightly salty taste. These days

there are dozens of different electrolyte supplements to choose from like

Liquid IV, Powerade, Peldialyte etc. Most of the foods you consume contain

electrolytes, so on a regular basis you may not need to add an electrolyte

supplement.

As the warmer months approach, it’s important to be aware of the changes

it has on your body. If you are outside in the summer heat, your body is

losing water at a more rapid rate. If you are a heavy sweater, this water loss

is even more severe. As you lose water your body’s electrolytes start to

become unbalanced. In this scenario it is important to replenish what you

have lost either with a balanced snack and fluids like Gatorade and water.

Keep in mind that your body only needs so many electrolytes and it will do

its best to get rid of any extra it doesn’t need. If you spend the day inside,

you may not need to drink extra electrolytes. However, if you are outside, or

very active, adding in a serving of electrolytes might be a good idea!
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Nevada Ready Mix was proud to attend the Touch-a-Truck event for the second year in a

row, held on April 11th at Downtown Summerlin. This year’s event was a huge success,

with 4,030 tickets sold—and with children ages two and under admitted free, total

attendance was estimated to be around 5,000 people.

The event brought together a wide variety of vehicles for kids and families to explore, from

emergency response units to an impressive lineup of construction equipment. Our NRM

mixer was once again a crowd favorite, especially with candy flowing straight from the

chute—definitely a highlight for the kids!

In addition to the sweet treats, we handed out coloring pages, crayons, branded bracelets,

and stickers, giving kids something fun to take home and remember the day. Driver Steve

Rivas, representing NRM in Truck 442, did an outstanding job engaging with families and

showcasing what we do.

It was also great to see members of the NRM team in attendance with their children and grandchildren, making the day even

more special. One of the most rewarding parts of the event was hearing kids say they remembered us from last year—proof

that we’re making a lasting impression in the community.

We truly value opportunities like this to connect with local families and share a little of what we do. Events like Touch-a-Truck

remind us that what we build goes beyond concrete—it’s about building relationships and being a positive part of the

community.


