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History Not Forgotten
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WWII HAS BEGUN!
September 1st, 1939. We all know the date as the German

invasion of Poland, the start of the Second World War. Why was
this important? Why did Hitler make this crucial decision in world
history? What was the lead up to the invasion? What were the
battles fought in Poland? If you are looking at these questions
and wondering the same thing, this article is for you!
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Why Did It Happen?!
The lead up to the invasion of Poland was full of hate and

diplomacy. The First World War sent Germany into ruin. The Treaty
of Verseilles demanded that Germany pay 33 Billion Deutschmarks,
although many factors including the Great Depression let
hyperinflation soar with the sum becoming 132 Billion
Deutschmarks very quickly. This left the country in shambles,
allowing the Nazi party to take over in the state of unrest. The
treaty also laid out the reformed country of Poland's new borders.
This became a problem because of the Polish Corridor, separating
the country in two. This sparked hate for the allies among the
German people. Hitler used the hate building up as well as in an
effort to unify the German people took Austria and the Sudetenland
of Czechoslovakia with no resistance from the Allied powers. Then
in August Germany sent an ultimatum to Poland while testing the
waters for what the allies will accept and not. They were to give
Germany the free city of Danzig and allow access to east Prussia.
Poland declined with the backing with their allied nations of the UK
and France. Before this the Molentrov Ribbentrov pact had been
signed with the USSR to which outlined their non aggression pact
and the invasion of Poland. When Poland did not answer the
German ultimatum from before, Germany invaded from the west
and the Soviets invaded from the east.

On September 1st, the Germans
launched their offensive along with the
Soviets on an attack on Poland starting
the 2nd World War. The Polish fought
valiantly at many battles, such as the
Battle of Węgierska, Górka Mountain
pass, the Battle of Westerplatte, and the
Siege of Warsaw. The invasion even
included the Battle of Władypol between
Polish and Soviet forces, which was the
last total cavalry engagement in the
modern world. Even in their triumphs, the
Polish were being invaded on two fronts.
The government fell on September 29th,
1939, although the last of the military
caved on October 6th.
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What Happened Next?!
When Poland fell a reign of oppression was instated.

The Poles were forced into labor camps and their Jewish
population were forced into ghettos where disease ran
rampant. The Polish resisted and there was success but
they were ultimately in vain for their oppressors held the
country until the war ended. Many concentration camps
were set up in Poland, such as Auschwitz and Treblinka
which were two of the most deadly camps in all of
Europe in the Second World War. By the late war
Germany’s power was waning. The Poles fought hard to
free their capital of Warsaw as the Soviets camped
outside of it and waited. In true Soviet fashion they
invaded the city of Warsaw after the Poles expelled the
Germans. They were freed from one oppressor and
oppressed by another. They were only truly freed in 1989
after the Soviets agreed to free them from their Bloc with
the Round Table agreement.


