
Why did my property taxes jump?
By Dan McGuire

Issue 1. March 2026

All the news that's worth voting about inYOUR town!

.............depressing the value of commercial property."

This has caused property taxes to shift away from businesses & onto homes. Of course,
our schools and towns continue to get regular increases, but that's a secondary effect.

The only feasible solution is to lower local expenses, particularly in schools. There
are states in the country like Idaho and Utah, that spend half of what we do per pupil,
and still get good outcomes. We're the sixth-highest spending state on public education,
and number two on school administration. It might also help to build enough housing
stock to meet demand, but that is neither cheap nor quick.

Yet, despite those tax bills, people Don't show up for deliberative session
(for SB2 towns and school districts) in January where they can change budgets.
Similarly, voting in March is an abysmal one quarter or one fifth of the number of voters

in November. We of the Suncook Valley Taxpayer believe the

reason is the.people aren't aware of meetings or voting days.

If your town had a revaluation lately, as Epsom did last year, you may have needed
smelling salts after opening your December bill. It wasn't unusual for bills to be 25% or
even 50% higher than they were in July. What happened?
.......Did we vote to get chauffeurs for all the selectmen?
No (that probably would have been cheaper). What happened was a boom in the New
Hampshire real estate market over the last ten years. We have done such a good job of
making New Hampshire as a great place to live (or conversely, Massachusetts and other

places have done their darndest to chase people out), that housing prices have
ballooned 100% in a short period of time. Plus,
......."More people than ever work from home & buy online,

Ergo this paper!
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Our small state of New Hampshire handily

claims the title to be "The Best in the World"
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A Treasurer’s Office ThatWorks
for Chichester Taxpayers

I’m Robyn Lebreton running for
Town Treasurer because Chichester
deserves clear, financial information,
current & easy to understand.
Changes I want to make:

● Weekly and monthly reporting:
simple budget vs. actual updates, key
balances, and trend highlights that
residents and the Select Board can
quickly understand.
● Better visibility and accountability:
catching issues early so we reduce
surprises and make decisions based on
real data, not assumptions.
● Stronger, consistent processes: clear
workflows for purchasing & documen-
tation to reduce errors and protect
taxpayers, without creating red tape.
● Modern tools that save time: using
practical systems that make reporting
easier to produce and easier to access.

I’m active in town government,
serving on the Budget Committee and
as a Trustee of the Trust Funds.
Professionally, I work in bookkeeping
and finance, and I have a systems and
technology background from my
service in the U.S. Navy. I’m detail-
oriented, process-driven, & committed
to steady, transparent financial
management.
If you want a Treasurer’s office
focused on service & accountability,
I would be honored to earn your vote
this March, Robyn Lebreton

Page 5

Chichester Matters

Bringing Solutions to Chichester
in the Form of Transparency
" While most of Chichester's candidates
promise to bring transparency to the inner
workings of Chichester, Robyn Lebreton has
already been using her technical skills to bring it
to the Selectman's meetings, providing the
opportunity for residents to watch the regular
meetings online, from their homes. Secondly she
has the tools to modernize Chichester's abysmal
bill paying system which caused our county seat
to label us "The Delinquent Child." The town
treasure MUST have the skills to upgrade.
Chris Weir certainly does his homework. He

has a thorough understanding of the RSA's our
town must abide by...protecting us from lawsuits..
He believes town government should function
with clear lines of authority, consistent oversight,
and active engagement from board members, not
passive delegation of authority to administrative
support staff.

The Suncook Valley Taxpayer appreciates
both of these candidates sacrifices in helping
Chichester "Get it right."

Chichester has been through
the fire & had our laundry hung out
to dry by the Concord Monitor who
wrote, "Chichester just deleted
the whole office supply line in
their budget & now can't even
buy a stamp!"

Weeks earlier a spending
commitment was entered into
behind closed doors by a
selectman who seemed to be
acting on his own. Because a
contract was signed, the ONLY
way to reverse it was to VOTE the
whole SECTION (Not just a line)
out of the budget. It's obvious
Chichester learned from this as all
candidates for the various offices
are touting the need for
"Transparency & Accountability"
Which should protect us from any
future Bru-haha .

Even though we have many
volunteer positions, the town office
holders work for the people and
are accountable to the same.

This local control has its
problems, but it's the single best
way to trim budgets wisely.

As proof just look at the federal
budget which is FAMOUS for
foolishly wasting The People's
money.
Grateful for ALL our volunteers,
K. Cardone Holmes

New Hampshire runs it's government closer to the original framers than any other state. Holding office
was never meant to be a source of livelihood but a hobby job. You do the work because you love it.

in their committees, listening to hours on end of testimonies from the citizenry to gather
other knowledge that might not be in their wheelhouse. This is all on live stream to watch.
You can send our own testimony to any committee and cast your own vote,
being for or against any bill being considered. I came to NH in 1979. I found a treasure!

Speaking from the peanut gallery, K. Cardone Holmes

Do You Know What You Have Here?

How many people are aware that your state representatives and senators are paid $100 per
year. The tasks they carry out on our behalf require hundreds of hours a year reading, working

The Suncook Valley
Taxpayer based its
Chichester pics on the
candidates' backgrounds
and knowledge that
would most suit the
office being sought.

Tues. March 10th vote - At the Grange - 10am to 7pm
Town Meeting March 14th at 9am
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Open enrollment lets a student
choose any public school, not just
the closest one.

The idea is that letting
students go to the school of their
choice, even if it is in another
town, will foster competition for

students and that competition will yield better

outcomes. As Gen. Patton remarked,

“Pressure creates diamonds.”
Open enrollment is not new. 46 states, including New

Hampshire, have some form, and half of those have
universal (any school) open enrollment. Minnesota was the
first state to adopt it nearly 40 years ago. Today almost
10% of students there attend a school outside their home
district.

New Hampshire’s version of open enrollment is fairly
cumbersome, so to date only one school has chosen to
receive outside students. However, the legislature is
poised to enact a law, HB 751, which creates universal
open enrollment. It could even be law by the time you
read this.

Under HB 751, all schools must post on their website
their available capacity in all grades. Students from other
areas can then apply for transfers and those applications
essentially must be accepted until the school is full. The
sending district then pays the receiving district at least
80% of their average cost per pupil, regardless of the cost
of the receiving district.

If the receiving district’s costs are higher, parents must
kick in the difference as tuition. This is usually a good deal
for the receiving school as the marginal cost of adding a
pupil to a partially filled classroom is generally less than
the average cost of all students (some costs like facilities,
custodians, library and administration are mostly fixed).

If a student chooses to attend a different school, neither
the sending nor the receiving school is required to provide
transportation.

Open enrollment has been a success in other states.
While it will take a bit of time for the system to shake out,
students attending schools that fit them will likely learn
more and have fewer behavior problems. Schools might
also specialize in certain areas the way colleges do.

Providers prefer not to compete.
You may see a warrant article on your ballot related to

open enrollment, often trying to restrict students from
your district from going elsewhere (See table at right).
Those warrant articles are only relevant under current law,
and would be obviated by HB 751.

Making Schools GREAT again!



Warrant Article 15 in Epsom is asking the voters if TIFs should
be allowed. It’s important to know what they are. Are TIFs being
overused, misused, and abused to quietly implement agendas that
the local population does not embrace?

In January a presentation of TIF by the executive director of the
Central NH Regional Planning Commission, Mr Tardiff, kept using
the words “prime the pump” (for economic activity). His credentials
are not CPA, tax attorney, or even an Epsom resident. NH has 9 of
such planning commissions. They’re unelected bodies that for one,
control the flow of HUD money, using terms from Agenda 21/2030
and red flag words like SUSTAINABLE frequently.

Existing since the 50s, TIFs have a trail of failure to meet goals
(on paper) and expectations (of voters). Creating a TIF is a multi-
stage project. There are plenty of opportunities for things to go
wrong. Thomas Sowell. quipped, “It’s easy to be wrong and persist
in being wrong when the costs of being wrong are paid by others.”

If the warrant article passes, the next step is defining the territory
that will become a TIF district. (Nashua has more than one, and
Chicago has between 120 and 130). The floodgates would be open
for multi-tiered special treatment.

The local voters’ goals are NOT the same as the NRPC’s goals.
Suppose undesirable businesses come to town because of a TIF,
and there’s no lawful way to get rid of them? You can’t just go back
and “un-TIF” all those parcels because bad decisions were made a
few years earlier.

Several large businesses came to the Epsom circle in recent
years, the liquor store and the Common Man being a few examples.
They came to town without TIFs coaxing them.

Don’t be like Nashua.
If TIFs are allowed in any community, transparency gets lost, and
the Trojan horse is loaded with many of the ills of Nashua City Hall,
like secrecy and confusion by design. Just say NO on March 10.

Frequently warrant articles will include a statement like this:
"Shall the district vote to raise and appropriate $20,000 for ...,
with such amount to be funded from the unassigned fund
balance. No amount to be raised from additional taxation."

What does that mean?
How can we spend money without affecting taxes?

Unspent moneys at the end of a budget year, whether for a
municipality or a school district are known as "unassigned fund
balances". These funds may be used to offset property taxes for
the next year and / or can be saved for future use. Municipalities
and school districts can also allocate, via the usual warrant
process, a contingency fund to be used through the year for
unanticipated expenses. School districts cannot keep more than
5% of their budget in unassigned fund balance, the rest must be
applied to lowering taxes the following year. Municipalities have no
limit on the size of their unassigned fund balance.

In this case, because money is being spent from savings, there
is no tax increase THIS YEAR. However, since there is less
savings, more taxes will have to be paid in the future. Alternatively,
instead of spending the $20,000 this way, the selectmen or school
board could have used it to lower this year's tax rate, but they
chose not to.

Voters should also be on the lookout for continuing
expenses. Suppose the money is used to hire someone, even for
part of the year. Even though there is no extra tax this year, that
employee will still work next year. From now on their pay will be
part of both the operating and default budgets. Voting for these
articles appears to be free, but it is extremely costly in the long run.
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Understanding
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Warrants and

Articles

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

Coming to a town near you?
by

Jul
ie S
mith

by

Rep
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I am a resident of Epsom who values small-town living, responsible
government, and community involvement. I was drawn to Epsom
because of its strong sense of independence, rural character, and the
expectation that local decisions are made by neighbors, not distant
mandates.

I moved here to raise my children in a safe, close-knit community
where families are supported and neighbors look out for one another. I
chose to stay because it is a town where people genuinely care about
their community and want to protect it for future generations.

I spent the last 13 years serving in the United States Navy as a
Logistics Specialist. During that time, I was responsible for managing a
budget worth millions of dollars, overseeing critical resources, and ensuring transparency, efficiency, and accountability in every
decision. This experience taught me the importance of fiscal discipline, careful planning, and long-term accountability, skills I now
bring to town government.

I am motivated to run for the Budget Committee and Planning Board because both play a critical role in how Epsom grows and how
taxpayer dollars are spent. Sound planning and responsible budgeting go hand in hand, and careful oversight and common-sense
decision-making are essential to maintaining the quality of life we value while keeping taxes under control.

I chose to run for both committees because Planning Board decisions often carry long-term financial consequences. Serving on
both allows me to better understand how growth, zoning, & development affect the town budget, infrastructure, & residents.

A key issue I would like to address is taxpayer fairness. Decisions made today, through budgeting or planning, should not shift
long-term financial burdens onto residents. It is important to evaluate future costs, limit unnecessary debt, and prioritize essential
services. My goal is to ensure that those who already live in Epsom can continue to do so without facing rising taxes or unsustainable
costs. Thoughtful planning and conservative budgeting are critical to keeping Epsom affordable and fiscally stable for current and
future residents..

s

s

Who isVanessa Poulin?

Epsom, March 10, 7:30 am to 7 pm
at the Epsom Bible Church, 398 Blackhall Rd
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New Hampshire families are facing a simple reality: not every
child thrives in the same educational setting, & many families need
options when the traditional model does not fit their child’s learning
needs.

Education Freedom Accounts (EFAs) exist to meet that reality.
Today, more than 10,500 students across New Hampshire are learning
in environments chosen by their families because those settings
better reflect how they learn best.

EFAs allow parents to direct the same state education funding
every child is already entitled to toward approved educational
expenses such as tuition, tutoring, special education services,
homeschool curriculum, and other learning supports. Instead of being
limited to a single assigned option, families can build education plans
tailored to their child’s strengths, challenges, and interests.

The impact is real. Families describe children who once
struggled with anxiety, unmet learning needs, or disengagement now
thriving. Students gain confidence, rediscover a love of learning, and
make academic progress in supportive, responsive settings.

Accountability is central to the program. Every dollar is tracked,
documented, & audited. Families reapply annually and submit receipts
for approved expenses. National organizations, including EdChoice,
have recognized New Hampshire’s program for effective
implementation, and the administering nonprofit, Children’s
Scholarship Fund New Hampshire, maintains a 4-Star Charity
Navigator rating, with 92 cents of every dollar going directly to
students and families.

Education Freedom Accounts are not about dismantling public
education or favoring one model over another. They recognize that
children are different, families know their needs best, and public
systems work best when they can adapt.

So YES!

Do Education Freedom Accounts Work?

During the COVID years, parents
gained an unprecedented window into their
children’s education, and many realized that
their child was not failing school. The
system simply was not working for them.

School choice allows parents to act on
that insight. Families can consider district
and charter schools, or from among private
schools, homeschooling, and hybrid models.
Choosing the path that best meets their
child’s needs offers flexibility that does not
replace public education, which remains
vital for many families. Instead, it
strengthens the broader education
landscape by recognizing that students are
different, and so are the environments where
they thrive.

Choice matters because childhood
does not pause while systems slowly
change. Students who are struggling today
cannot wait years for reforms. School choice
provides immediate options when children
need them most.

Across New Hampshire, families are
finding more personalized instruction, safer
school communities, and places where their
children feel understood. These decisions
are thoughtful and deeply personal, rooted in
each child’s academic, emotional, and social
well -being.

Educational freedom also advances
fairness. Families with financial means have
always had options. School choice extends
that opportunity to working families,
ensuring access is not determined by
income or ZIP code.

At its core, school choice honors
parents’ judgment and children’s
individuality. When families can choose
learning environments that truly fit, students
grow with confidence, curiosity, and
purpose.

Our entire community is stronger for it.

Why School

Choice



Charter
schools show
as signs.
District
schools show
as o's

Pittsfield Matters

Pam
Coughlin
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Find these highly informative interactive graphs with schools' data on Edunomicslab.org

Proficiency

in Reading

graph

Avg. Cost per NH

student $23K

+

Charter schools are public schools,
open to all students, but they operate
with greater independence than
traditional district schools. In New
Hampshire, where charter schools have
existed for more than two decades, the
idea of converting an existing district
school—rather than starting a new one
from scratch—could gain attention as
towns grapple with rising costs, shifting
enrollment, and calls for educational
innovation. (See graph at right)

One of the strongest arguments in
favor of conversion is local flexibility.
As charter schools, converted schools
gain greater control over curriculum,
scheduling, staffing, and budgeting. This
autonomy allows educators to tailor
programs to student needs without being
bound by district-wide policies from
expensive SAU's that may not fit a
particular school’s mission or community.
For schools that already have a distinct
educational philosophy—such as
classical education, STEM focus, or
alternative learning models—charter
status can help preserve and strengthen
that identity.

Supporters also point to innovation
and responsiveness. Charter schools
can adapt more quickly when something
isn’t working, pilot new instructional
approaches, and adjust staffing models
without navigating multiple layers of
bureaucracy. In an era when education
needs are changing rapidly, this agility is
seen as a practical advantage rather
than an ideological one.

Governance is another key factor.
Charter schools are overseen by
independent, largely volunteer boards
focused solely on the success of that
school. Advocates argue this leads to
clearer accountability and decision-
making driven by student outcomes
rather than broader SAU politics. Unlike

traditional schools, charters must periodically
renew their authorization by demonstrating
academic and operational success—creating a
level of account-ability that does not always exist in
the district system.

Financial considerations also play a role. New
Hampshire charter schools often operate at a
lower per-pupil cost than district schools, in
part due to leaner administrative structures.
For taxpayers, this can mean a high-quality
public education option that places less
pressure on local property taxes—an important
consideration in communities facing budget
constraints.

Parental engagement is frequently cited as
another benefit. Because charter schools are
schools of choice, families actively opt in. That
voluntary commitment often translates into higher
levels of involvement, stronger school culture, and
clearer expectations between families and
educators.
Converting a district school to a charter changes its
relationship with the local school board and alters
funding mechanisms. Staff transitions, governance
responsibilities, and community adjustment can
present real challenges. These trade-offs deserve
serious discussion and careful planning.

For many communities, charter conversion is
not about abandoning public education—it is

about re-imagining it.
In New Hampshire, charter

schools are public, tuition-free, and
accountable to state standards.
Conversion offers a way to preserve
valued schools, protect distinctive
programs, and give educators and
families more say in how education
is delivered.

by Rep. Clayton Wood
Co-founder
Benjamin Franklin Academy, Loudon, NH
Serving as Board President

80%
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One thing seems clear. You can get similar results for a LOT less money

High School Closing Study should look at Charter Conversions

larger schools,
larger shape

Article 24*bad idea.
Article 24 - To see if the town will vote to
transition to a Budget ADVISORY
Committee from an OFFICIAL Budget
Committee for the review & recommend-
ation of the Town & School Budgets.
(inserted by citizens petition)

If Article 24 passes, the Official Budget
Committee disappears and all you might
get in return is an advisory committee—
but only if the selectmen choose to
create one.
An advisory committee has no real
authority. It can only make suggestions,
essentially saying, “Please don’t spend
that much.” The selectmen can ignore
it.

And remember: the selectmen—not the
voters—would decide everything about an
advisory committee, including:
- Whether it even exists
- How many members it has
- How long the terms are
- Whether members are appointed

by them, or elected by voters
Under SB2, an advisory committee
"might" be allowed to place
recommendations on the warrant & ballot,
but that’s about the extent of its power.

By contrast, an Official Budget
Committee is established under RSA 32:1
specifically “to assist its voters in the
prudent appropriation of public funds.” It
sets the budgets for both the town and the
school district. That authority creates a
healthy separation of powers:
- The Official Budget Committee controls
appropriation
- The Selectmen and School Board
control spending

This balance is intentional. It provides
checks and accountability that would
be lost if Article 24 passes..

Eric Pauer

Pres. School District Governance
Assoc of NH

Tues. March 10th vote at the Pittsfield High School Gym
7am-7pm
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Of the 8 amendments on

the Pembroke ballot,

5/8ths fall into the

housekeeping & mandates

categories defined here.

We will show the remaining

3 below, giving you a heads up on those.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5, as proposed by the Planning Board, for the Pembroke Zoning Ordinance to amend §143-18.1
Accessory Dwelling Units, to require that either the principal or the accessory dwelling unit be occupied by the property owner.

Summary:

The town currently does not regulate whether a single-family home with an ADU must be occupied by the property owner -either the ADU or the main

house. There is no existing owner occupancy requirement. If this amendment passes, it would require the property owner lives in either the main /

principal house or the ADU.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #7, as proposed by the Planning Board, for the Pembroke Zoning Ordinance to amend

§143-8 Definitions, to add a definition of PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances); and to amend §143-19 Table of Use Regulations, to

prohibit industrial facilities that produce or process PFAS, or that use PFAS compounds in manufacturing, which present a risk of

release and groundwater contamination in all zoning districts; and further to amend §143-68 Aquifer Conservation (AC) District, by

prohibiting the use of firefighting foams other than for emergency firefighting response, and permitting industrial uses that control

the potential release of PFAS by a special use permit.

Summary:

The purpose of this amendment is to reduce the risk of PFAS forever chemicals from entering the aquifer. Last year, NHDES published a

model groundwater ordinance addressing PFAS. NH municipalities were encouraged to adopt the changes. This proposal incorporates the

guidelines of the NHDES model into the town’s existing Aquifer Conservation District. The goal is to continue to allow commercial and

light industrial uses, while ensuring that proper review, inspections, and preventative measures are taken to protect the town’s

groundwater.

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #8, as proposed by the Planning Board, for the Pembroke Zoning Ordinance to amend

§143-72 Wetlands Protection District, to eliminate the no-disturb buffers around wetlands and vernal pools, and instead regulate

those buffers in the same manner as the jurisdictional wetland area through a special use permit, and also to add a reference to the

special use permit criteria of Article 18.

Summary:

The purpose of this amendment is to align the language of the ordinance with the current procedure for reviewing wetland & wetland

buffer impacts. A change to the Zoning in 2020 unintentionally resulted in conflicting language in the ordinance. This proposal resolves

the conflict (protecting the Town from potential legal challenges) and changes the wording to reflect the existing permitting

process. By this amendment, the review and permitting of wetlands & wetlands buffers remains the same, but the language is clarified

#5

#7

#8

A Math vs Reading Mystery at Pembroke Academy

Find these highly informative interactive graphs on Edunomicslab.org

bottom
in

MATH?

Why does PA score
relatively high
in READING
while scoring

at the

Proficient & above in reading 66%
Proficient & Above in Math 23%

Student to Teacher

Ratio is 11 to 1

Tues. March 10th vote - 11am-7pm-Pembroke Academy

Allenstown residents 7am-7pm-St. John's Church
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New Hampshire Taking Our Island Back
CONCORD, NH- House Deputy Majority Leader Joe Sweeney (R-Salem)

and State Representative Joe Barton (R-Littleton) released the

following statement after the House passed HR 45. HR 45 asserts

New Hampshire’s rightful ownership over the Piscataqua River and

Portsmouth Harbor.

It is time to take our island back
The border between New Hampshire and Maine was clearly

established in 1761, with the islands in Portsmouth Harbor

belonging to New Hampshire. We thank Representative Barton and

his colleagues in the House for voting to take our island back,

Deputy Majority Leader Sweeney said. Representative Barton added,

"the hard working men and women of New Hampshire’s Portsmouth

Naval Shipyard should not be forced to pay a Maine income tax. I

look forward to one day welcoming those industrious men and

women to the live free or die state." To anyone who still questions

if those islands belong to New Hampshire,......... remember:
Badger’s Island has been on our State Flag for longer than

Maine has been a state."

Perhaps you would like to help the Suncook Valley GOP put out future, informative Taxpayer
newsletters. To support our work from home, you can donate using the QR code here or to

connect with our group made up of 5 towns, go to our website at SuncookValleyGOP.org.

Men must be governed
by God or they will be
ruled by tyrants.

William Penn
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