










INTRODUCTION 

The Skanda Purana is one of the eighteen major Puranas, as 
stated in the Shrimad-Bhagavatam (12.7.23-24 ): "The eighteen major 
PuraQ.as are the Brahma, Padma, Vi�Q.u, Siva, Linga, Garu<;la, Narada, 
Bhagavata, Agni, Skanda, Bhavi�ya, Brahma-vaivarta, MarkaQ.<;leya, 
Yamana, Vara.ha, Matsya, Kurma and BrahmaQ.<;la PuraQ.as." 

Of all the Puranas, the Skanda Purana is by far the largest, 
as explained in the Shrimad-Bhagavatam (12.13.4-9): "The Brahma 
PuraQ.a consists of ten thousand verses, the Padma Pural).a of fifty­
five thousand, SrI Vi�Q.u PuraQ.a of twenty-three thousand, the Siva 
PuraQ.a of twenty-four thousand and Srimad-Bhagavatam of eighteen 
thousand. The Narada PuraQ.a has twenty-five thousand verses, 
the MarkaQ.<;leya PuraQ.a nine thousand, the Agni PuraQ.a fifteen 
thousand four hundred, the Bhavi�ya PuraQ.a fourteen thousand five 
hundred, the Brahma-vaivarta PuraQ.a eighteen thousand and the 
Linga PuraQ.a eleven thousand. The Vara.ha PuraQ.a contains twenty­
four thousand verses, the Skanda Purai:ia eighty-one thousand one 
hundred, the Yamana PuraQ.a ten thousand, the Kurma Purai:ia 
seventeen thousand, the Matsya Purai:ia fourteen thousand, the 
Garu<;la Purai:ia nineteen thousand and the BrahmaQ.<;la Purai:ia 
twelve thousand. Thus the total number of verses in all the Purai:ias 
is four hundred thousand. Eighteen thousand of these, once again, 
belong to the beautiful Bhagavatam." 

Shrila Prabhupada frequently explained that, of the eighteen 
Puranas, six are meant for those in the mode of ignorance, six are 
meant for those in the mode of passion, and six are meant for those 
in the mode of ignorance. 

In a Bhagavad-gita lecture, Shrila Prabhupada once said, 
"There are eighteen PuraQ.as. Men are conducted by three qualities: 
the modes of goodness, modes of passion and modes of ignorance. 
To reclaim all these conditioned souls in different varieties of 
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+ Krsna Dvaipqyana Veda1:Jasa +

"The girl's mother approached her husband and said, 'Our 

daugf\ter should not be given to an ugly man.' After hearing these 

words from his beloved wife and after consulting the dharma-shastra, 

the brahmana decided to give his daughter in marriage to someone 

else. Another man was found and the day before the marriage, I 

learned of what had happened. I was with my friends at that time and 

so I felt very ashamed. I was so humiliated and also overwhelmed by 

lust that late that night, I kidnapped the girl as she was sleeping." 

"I took her to a secluded place and rerformed the marriage rites 

in accordance with the Gandharva style of marriage, even though 

the girl was unwilling. Then, against her will, I forcibly had sexual 

intercourse with my 'wife.' The next morning, the girl's father arrived 

where I was staying, accompanied by many other brahmanas. Seeing 

how his daughter was married against her will, the father became 

infuriated and cursed me.'' 

"The girl's father said, 'Because my daughter was married by 

you with the rites of a nishachara (night wanderer), you shall soon 

become a creature of the night.' I bowed down and clasped the feet 

of the girl's father, my eyes filled with tears. I said, 'Why do you curse 

a blameless person like me? It is a fact that you verbally gave me your 

daughter when I came and asked for her hand in marriage. A girl can 

be married only once and so you have wrongly cursed me. A person 

who verbally gives his daughter in charity and then goes back on his 

word goes to hell. This is the decision of shastra.' " 

"After hearing my words, the girl's father considered them to 

be true. Although he regretted having cursed me, he said, 'My words 

cannot prove false and so, you will be born as an owl, for an owl is a 

wanderer at night. When you help King lndradyumna, you will regain 

your original form."' 

"As soon as this was said, I immediately became an owl on the 

banks of the Mandakini river. Since that time, twenty-eight days of 

Brahma (kalpas) have passed." 

The owl concluded by saying, "Thus I have told you everything 

connected with my previous births.'' 
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