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TRANSYLVANIA CLUB Nachrichten
41 RIVER ROAD EAST, UNIT B, KITCHENER, ON N2B 2G3 

Tel: (519) 744-1191 
E-mail: transylvaniaclub@outlook.com

INC. 1951

Maria Suessman – 75 year founding member of the Transylvania Club with 
President – Dave Emrich and Vice-President - Alfred Lowrick.
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SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
VERANSTALTUNGSKALENDER 
 

May 24             Hofbrau Band and Choir Concert  
                        Lunch @ 12:00 – Program @ 14:00 

June 6              Youth Group Fundraiser – Casino Night     17:00 

June 20            Waldfest Picnic & Germany Soccer Game  
                    Hubertushaus                                                       13:30 

July 10-12        Heimattag – Saxonia Hall, Aylmer 

October 9-17   Oktoberfest 

November 1     Aylmer Trachtenball – Saxonia Hall, Aylmer 

November 14   TCK 75th Anniversary 

Note: All our events will be held at the Alpine Club unless otherwise indicated in the 
event schedule. Please order and purchase your tickets at the office or call in to pay 
by credit card or etransfer at least two weeks prior to the event. 

The office is open on Wednesdays from 09:00 until 12:00.  
It may be easiest and most efficient to call and leave a message.  
Our office phone number is 519-744-1191 and our email address is  
transylvaniaclub@outlook.com. Thanks.
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Dear TCK Members and 
Friends,  
Spring has finally 
sprung, and the long 
grip that winter had on 
us has finally let go! It is 
great to see all of the 
greenery and blooming 
leaves on the trees 
again! I hope that every-

one is in good health and high spirits as we 
shift toward climbing temperatures and beauti-
ful weather! As we anticipate the arrival of 
summer, we also look forward to the much-
awaited summer holidays! 
The Transylvania Club and our membership 
have been very active, as March to April sees 
many activities, involving our Untergruppen. 
We have had a few busy months and will con-
tinue being so until mid-July with Heimattag in 
Aylmer, at the Saxonia Club. I have also been 
very busy in my role, representing as President 
of the Transylvania Club. 
The Concordia Club celebrated its President’s 
Ball on March 14th. I thank President Rob Kerr 
for the invitation. Andrea and I were unable to 

attend, as we had a prior commitment that 
evening. I want to thank our VP, Alfred 
Lowrick and Heidi for attending in our place. 
From all accounts, it was a great evening. 

On Sunday, March 22, the TCK held its annual 
AGM. With many club members in attendance, 
we reviewed the past year, discussed its high-
lights, and celebrated the achievements of the 
Transylvania Club. We welcomed two new 
members to the Club Board: Connor Crouse as 
Treasurer, and David Mathes as an Oktoberfest 
Committee member. We look forward to 
working with these two new Board members 
and thank them for volunteering their time and 
committing to being on the TCK Board. With 
these incoming members, we will sadly see 
people who have stepped away from the Board. 
Peter Hamberger, Katelyn Emrich, and Rick 
Hesch have served for many years with dedi-
cated service and are moving on. I want to 
thank them all for their commitment and ded-
ication to the Board and the Club after many 
years of service.  

On Saturday, April 25th, we at the Tran -
sylvania Club celebrated our Mit glieder abend! 
FIFA World Cup Soccer was our chosen theme 
this year, with the World Cup just around the 
corner! It was a fantastic evening! The soccer-
themed decorations were exceptional! Well 
over 180 guests were present to honour our 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – 
PRAESIDENTEN BERICHT
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membership and celebrate. The children were 
able to see a live reptile show as part of the 
event, and I once again stayed away from the 
back room when these creatures were there! I 
have a severe dislike of snakes and reptiles! 
LOL! That didn’t stop the kids from getting up 
close and personal, and they enjoyed every 
minute! Several Milestone membership pins 
were handed out, as well as honorary member-
ships to members reaching 60 years of mem-
bership. Congratulations go to all of our new 
lifetime members! These members were pre-
sented with Urkunden, signifying the long-
term memberships and support of the Club for 
all of these years. I would also like to congrat-
ulate Frau Maria Suessman, who received her 
75th Year Membership pin. It is an honour that 
she was able to join us, as the last of our 
Charter members! I would like to say a special 
thank you to Katie Dienesch for all of the hard 
work that she does, keeping track of our mem-
bership list. She truly does a great job! The 
meal, supplied by Conestoga Caterers was 
excellent, everyone enjoyed it, and the 
Appetizers set out to start the event! One of the 
things that brings me immense joy is to see the 
camaraderie of all of our guests and members. 
We have a great membership that truly sup-
ports and loves our club and culture. Thanks, 

and congratulations to our new Miss 
Transylvania, Alex Hesch. She did a great job 
in her first official function as Miss TCK! 
Our Kindergruppe, under the direction of Rick 
and Krista Hesch, Heidimarie Hesch, and 
Bengt Nyman performed songs and dances for 
the membership. It was spectacular to see all 
these young ones perform with composure and 
smiles, to the delight of everyone present! 
What a spectacular representation of our cul-
ture and heritage! Great job, and thanks to all 
the children and their leaders! Their special 
dance performance of “Waving Flag” was a 
sight to behold, in honour of the World Cup! 
You could truly see that the kids loved doing 
this performance! Reiny Schmidt and Bob 
Foster manned the podium as the evening’s 
MCs. They did a great job, as usual, and kept 
the evening lighthearted and fun, even though 
several red cards were handed out for fun! 
Music for dancing was provided by our own 
Wildbahn (under their alter ego name, “The 
Saxons”). I would also like to give a special 
shout-out to Erika Schmidt for all the organiz-
ing and background work that she does! The 
Team games that were planned were the high-
light of the evening! Many guests mentioned 
that it was another exceptionally fun evening! 
It certainly was. I would highly recommend 
coming to the event next year for all members 
who were not there! Thank you, Erika, for 
your organization and planning for this great 
event! You certainly work hard for the benefit 
of all members and the Club! Thanks to every-
one who came out to set up and tear down 
tables and chairs for the function. Your sup-
port, as always, is greatly appreciated! 
Andrea and I, as well as our Miss TCK, Alex 
Hesch, attended the Alpine Club’s 73rd 
Gründungsfest on Saturday, May 2nd. We 
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thank President Hansi Kroissenbrunner for the 
invitation. The evening celebrated the found-
ing of the Alpine Club in 1953. They intro-
duced their new Miss Alpine 2026. 
Congratulations to Emily McQuoid, as she 
begins her reign as representative for the 
Alpine Club. 

Upcoming Events: 

The next few months will be very busy at the 
Club. The Choir and Hofbrau band have been 
rehearsing diligently for their Annual Spring 
Concert on Sunday, May 24th. We look for-
ward to the special afternoon that they have 
planned for us. Please contact any Band or 
Choir member for information and tickets. A 
light lunch will be served before the Concert 
starts at 12:00 pm. This year’s theme is “A 
Celebration of 75 Years of our Heritage”. It 
promises to be a great event! 

On Saturday June 6th, the Youth Group is hav-
ing their annual fundraising event. They are 
hosting a Casino-themed night. If I know the 
Dance group, this is a night that should not be 
missed! More details will follow, but I know 
that they will be having a Spaghetti Dinner for 
the evening, as well as all the usual fun and 
games that they bring to their event. 

The annual Club picnic will be celebrated on 
Saturday June 20th with our friends at the 
German Canadian Hunting and Fishing Club 
at the Hubertushaus in Mannheim. German 
food will be available for purchase. See the 
advertisement in the Blatt for meal option 
details. Our own Hofbrau Band will provide 
entertainment, and the Youth Group will once 
more be selling dessert there. Come on out for 
an afternoon of fun and entertainment. At 4:00 
pm, they will be broadcasting Germany’s game 

on a big screen. You are invited to stay for this 
as well! 

On the weekend of July 10-12, we will travel to 
Alymer to celebrate the North American 
Heimattag. We will celebrate our cherished 
Siebenbürgen culture and traditions with our 
friends from the U.S. and Canada. Please con-
tact Erika at the Club office for event details 
and pricing. We look forward to seeing every-
one there! 

Oktoberfest planning is ongoing, and we are 
looking at various options for participation this 
year. Details and information will be forthcom-
ing as we look forward to Oktoberfest this year. 
Also, please book November 14th in your cal-
endars! We will celebrate the Transylvania 
Club’s 75th Anniversary. Details will follow, as 
planning continues!  

I want to wish every one of our Club members 
a safe and happy summer season and hope to 
see you all at our Club celebrating! 

Best Wishes! 

Dave Emrich, President

A warm Transylvanian  welcome 
goes out to: 

Elizabeth Usas 
Paula Rodriguez Palacios 

Margaret Bauer 

N E W  M E M B E R S  
N E U E  M I T G L I E D E R
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MITGLIEDERABEND
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MITGLIEDERABEND
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MITGLIEDERABEND
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Dear Members and Friends, 

I am sure many of you have already started planting 
your gardens or are planning what you will plant 
this year. It is nice to see everything become green, 
start to bloom and bring colour and beauty into our 
world. I know some people are opening their cot-
tages and planning camping trips and vacations for 
the summer, but while you are planning your days 
make sure you mark the calendar with some not to 
be missed events coming up. Our groups have been 
working very hard for their upcoming events and 
Heimattag. 

Mitgliederabend held on April 25th with the theme 
“World Cup soccer” was a great success with almost 
200 people attending in their soccer jerseys. There 
were appetizers, a delicious meal, games, a reptile 
show for the children and membership pin distribu-
tion. It was the perfect event for our members to 
enjoy the talents of our youngest and flourishing 
group, our Kindergruppe. The enthusiasm as they 
sang and danced to “Waven’ Flag” which was per-
fect for the event. Thank you to the teachers, par-
ents, grandparents and family members who take 
the time to teach, encourage, bring the children and 
help every week to make it fun and interesting for 
the children. Thanks to everyone who helped make 
this event so awesome. 

Hofbrau band and TCK choir combined concert 
takes place on May 24th and promises to be a won-
derful afternoon of musical pieces. Come out and 
support these two talented groups and show them 
how much you appreciate their hard work and ded-
ication. Hope to see you there! 

“Casino Night” on June 6th is the youth group 
fundraiser theme. They are working on making this 
a fun event for the whole family, with a spaghetti 

dinner, music, games and surprises. Your support 
of this very important group would be very much 
appreciated. Make sure you plan to attend, wear 
your favorite sports team jersey and have some fun 
with family and friends. 

The Youth group will also be selling desserts at the 
picnic/ soccer watch party on June 20th. Don’t for-
get to leave room for dessert after your lunch. The 
picnic starts at 1:30 p.m. for a typical German lunch 
and music will be provided by our Hofbrau Band 
from 2- 3 p.m. You can watch the Germany play on 
the big screen at 4:00 p.m. 

Heimattag 2026 is in Aylmer on July 10th - 12th.  
Ticket prices and daily details are listed in the 
Heimattag flyer in the Blatt. There will be a bus 
leaving Friday late in the afternoon that is free for all 
members who don’t want to drive down, and it will 
bring you back on Sunday. Hotel rooms have been 
reserved at the Comfort Inn in St. Thomas. If you 
wish to join us for a great weekend with our fellow 
Saxons, please call the office as soon as possible to 
reserve your hotel room. Tickets for the events each 
day can be booked through the Saxonia Hall web-
site or by calling the club. Join in the celebration of 
your Saxon roots for the weekend or for the day.  

Mark November 14th on your calendar for TCK’s 
75th anniversary celebration. We hope to see many 
of you there. It would be great to see many past 
Miss Transylvania come out, members of all the cul-
tural groups past and present and all our members, 
families and friends. It will be a night to remember. 

Saxon UP!!!! 

Have a great summer. 

 

Erika Schmidt 

Kulturgruppe Leiterin /  

Cultural Group President

CULTURAL GROUP
           KULTURGRUPPE
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75 YEARS 
Maria Suessmann 

 
70 YEARS 

Maria Schatz 
Stefan Schatz 

 
65 YEARS 
Susan Frim 

Andreas Gellner 
 

60 YEARS 
Klaus Bliefert 

Veronika Emrich 
Gisela Emrich 

Reinhold Fritsch 
Rosemarie Gellner 
Katherine Löwrick 
Helgard Werner 

John Werner 
 

55 YEARS 
John Dienesch 

 
50 YEARS 

Karin Gondosch 
Karl Wolf 

 
45 YEARS 

Jane Schertzer 
Ronald Schertzer 

 
35 YEARS 

Christa Bendix 
Claus Bendix 
Harry Drung 
Ingrid Drung 
Heide Emrich 

Michael Emrich 
Martin Hartig 
Gerald Schatz 
Crysta Steffen 
Wayne Steffen 

John C. Werner 

30 YEARS 
Walter Bauer 

David Dienesch 
Michelle Dienesch 

Christopher Gellner 
Ray Williams 

 

25 YEARS 
Dieter Weissmueller 
Maria Weissmueller 

 
20 YEARS 

Bengt Nyman 
 

15 YEARS 
Alex Emrich 

Andrea Emrich 
Dave Emrich 

Katelyn Emrich 
Mikaila Emrich 
Robert Orendi 
Devin Plomp 
Ashley Schatz 
Liam Schatz 

Jackie Schmid 
Phil Voll 

 
10 YEARS 

Bonnie Bremner 
R. Michael Emrich 

Rosina Emrich 
Jennifer Frim 

Peter Hamberger 
Lukas Hensel-Williams 

Anna Schatz 
Kelsey Tavares 

Andrea von Weyhe 
Holger von Weyhe 

Richard Wolf

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES
LIFETIME MEMBERS -  

WITH 60+ YEARS  
MEMBERSHIP 

Maria Suessmann 
Sara Orendi 

Mike Gondosch 
Maria Gondosch 

Maria Schatz 
Stefan Schatz 

Gabriella Wolf 
Katharina Jung 
Rosie Emrich 

Michael Emrich 
Rosie Karst 
Susan Frim 

Andreas Gellner 
Hans Gross 

Georg Fritsch 
Trudy Fritsch 

Andreas Emrich 
Katharina Dienesch 

Ursula Hesch 
Susanna Kauntz 
Gisela Emrich 

Regina Karschti 
Edith Kauntz 

Erika Wuschnakowski 
Peter Wuschnakowski 

Klaus Bliefert 
Veronika Emrich 
Reinhold Fritsch 

Rosemarie Gellner 
Katherine Löwrick 
Helgard Werner 

John Werner
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The Kindergruppe kids wrapped up their spring 
session with a Mitgliederabend performance on 
Saturday, April 25. This year’s theme was, “World 
Cup Soccer,” with the kids presenting a dance set, 
including an original dance to the song “Wavin’ 
Flag” by K’NAAN. 

We would like to thank all of the children for their 
dedication and enthusiasm throughout the session, 
everyone had a great time! A special thank-you also 
goes out to the parents and grandparents for your 
continued support, whether by bringing the chil-
dren each week and/or helping out. 

Kindergruppe will now take a short break over the 
next few months and will resume in October (after 

Oktoberfest, date to be announced) for our fall/win-
ter session. We look forward to seeing some new 
faces! Each evening is filled with fun activities, 
including games, crafts, junior and senior dance 
groups, songs, snacks, and more. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to have fun, meet new people, build friend-
ships, and learn about Siebenbürger Sachsen 
(Transylvanian Saxon) heritage. 

We are also currently looking for volunteers who 
may be interested in helping with Kindergruppe 
this fall. If you’d like to get involved, please let us 
know—we’d love to hear from you! 

For more information or to join, please contact 
Krista or Rick Hesch at hesch@rogers.com or 519-
662-4364.  

Sincerely,  

Krista & Rick Hesch, Heidi Hesch & Bengt Nyman 

Kindergruppe Instructors

              KINDERGRUPPE

CHILDRENS’ GROUP
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Liebe Landsleute, 

Wishing you all the brightness and warmth of 
spring! Our Saxon community in Canada and 
abroad are busy preparing for an eventful summer:  

Heimattag in Dinkelsbühl, Germany 

The annual Heimattag in Dinkelsbühl, Germany 
takes place on May 22 to 25. On behalf of the 
Landsmannschaft, our First vice Chair, Rick Hesch, 
accompanied by a small group of Canadians, will 
attend the event over the Pentecost Weekend. The 
Transylvania Club dancers will also participate in 
Sunday’s dance group showcase. I encourage you to 
tune in to the livestreamed and recorded events 
during the event on YouTube through the 
Verband’s account:   
www.youtube.com/@Siebenbuerger 

Jugendlager 2026 in Germany 

Our Jugendlager participants are counting down 
the days until their departure to Germany! Under 
the guidance of chaperone Ryan Hesch, our 
Jugendreferent, the following participants will rep-
resent Canada in Germany for the two-week cultur-
al exchange: 

-  Ethan Hesch 
-  Helena Maiterth 
-  Jackson Schaus 
-  Josh Steele 
-  Jacob Werner 
-  Xander Werner 

North American Heimattag in Aylmer, ON 

The Saxonia Hall in Aylmer, Ontario is hosting this 
year’s North American Heimattag on Friday July 10, 
Saturday July 11, and Sunday July 12, 2026. 
Tickets can be purchased online at www.saxonia-
hall.com/heimattag or by calling the club to pay by 
credit card over the phone. For group bookings and 
all inquiries, please contact  
daniel@saxoniahall.com 

Payment by cheques must be made out to “The 
German Canadian Club of Aylmer, ON”. 

Transylvania Saxons in Canada Book 

The Landsmannschaft is ordering a limited reprint 
of the Transylvanian Saxons in Canada book, writ-
ten by Waldemar Scholtes. The due date to order 
has been extended to June 1, 2026. If you are inter-
ested in purchasing a copy, please contact treasur-
er@saxons.ca by June 1 to process your order and 
payment. The cost is $45 per book and books will 
be available for pick-up at the Heimattag in Aylmer, 
Ontario. If you are not able to pick-up your order, 
please arrange for someone to pick it up on your 
behalf; additional shipping costs are at the buyer’s 
expense. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon!  

 

Rebecca Horeth 

Bundesvorsitzende 

Landsmannschaft der Siebenbuerger Sachsen  
in Kanada

 LANDSMANNSCHAFT

Be part of our 
Saturday & Sunday Programs! 

Henning Grumme “Continental Breakfast” Saturday 6-8:30am 
Hans Gaensler “Musik Melodies” Sunday 12-1pm 

Call in direct to the studio during shows: 519-886-9878 

Listen live at ckwr.com 
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Hi TCK members! 

What an incredible year we've had already. From 
performing and crowning our newest Miss 
Transylvania at Trachtenball to enjoying the reptile 
show and games at Mitliegerabend.  

We’re thrilled to officially welcome and congratu-
late Miss Transylvania 2026, Alex Hesch! Even as a 
long-distance member of our group, it never feels 
like she's been gone for long. Alex is an important 
part of our dance group and we know she will rep-
resent our club well. We’d also like to thank the 

outgoing Miss Transylvania, Juliana Hesch, for 
doing such an amazing job representing the club 
this past year.  

Now, it's time to mark your calendars! Our annual 
fundraiser will be a “Casino Night” happening 
Saturday, June 6th. See the attached flyer for 
details. Join us for a night of fun, community and 
help us raise money to continue to attend 
Heimatagg and other cultural events across North 
America and beyond. 

To reserve your tickets, email Laik at transylvania-
clubdancegroup@gmail.com.  

Thank you all for your ongoing support—we can’t 
wait to see you soon! 
Laik Sweeney 
Youth Group President

JUGENDGRUPPE

YOUTH GROUP

Youth group at Easter 
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FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS - FAMILIENNACHRICHTEN 

MONTHLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
We wish to extend best wishes to the following members who are celebrating a birthday in the months of  

April and May.  If you have a birthday in this month and your name does not appear in the list, please call  
our office with the correct information in order that we can update our membership records and database.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
R. Michael Emrich 
Werner Thuring 
Lorraine Principi 
Lori Moore 
Heidi Peller-Oliver 
Ryan Hesch 
Walter Bauer 
George Emrich 
Gwen Sim 
Claus Bendix 
Edwin Lowrick 

Wayne Steffen 
Ashley Schatz 
Peter Walesch 
Annemarie Boehm 
Monica Frim 
Gertrude Graef-Ings 
Eric Sims 
Erika Schmidt 
Tina Torok 
Maria Drygala 
Judith Penteker 

Devin Plomp 
Cody Werner 
Katherine Reale 
Laik Sweeney 
Robert Brown 
Richard Wolf 
Josef Hoedl 
Peter Stolz 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Ingrid Drung 
Lukas Hensel-Williams 
Amy Kube 
Katherine Löwrick 
Monika Spaetzel 
Linda Jung 
Chris Kube 

Maria Suessmann 
Helmut Wolf 
Robert Foster 
Anna Kremer 
Laura Harris 
Sabrina Emrich 
Elke Bidner 

Arlene Vandepas 
Anna Bogad 
Ronald Schertzer 
Brigitte Schoppel 
Kurt Lowrick 
Trudy Fritsch 

Members that would like to announce an anniversary/birthday or other special event are asked to contact:  

Mitglieder die ein Jubiläum oder einen Geburtstag bekannt geben wollen, sollen sich bei den folgenden anmelden: 

Helgard Werner helgardrwerner@gmail.com 519-884-7725 

Heidi Löwrick hlowrick@gmail.com 519-589-8122
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   The following members donate their time to 
bring you this informative and entertaining 
newsletter. 

Folgende Mitglieder treffen sich für freiwillige 
Stunden um für Sie das Monatsblatt vorzube-
reiten. 

Helgard Werner, John Werner 

Herausgeber/Editor:  
Heidi Löwrick.

ATTENTION! 
Articles for the next bulletin  

must be  submitted by:  

July 10th

VINYL • ALUMINUM • PORCH • ENCLOSURES 

BAY WINDOWS • SUNROOMS • BOW WINDOWS 
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PM Windows & Doors 
Giving Great Service & Excellent Value For Over 18 Years!

Call PM Windows & Doors today! You can count on our team of 
professionals to install the best in energy efficient windows & doors! 

For your free in home estimate, call 576-8327 
or visit our Showroom at 1358 Victoria St. N., Kitchener 

or visit PM on the WEB @ www.pm.on.ca

Richard Wolf
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

519 221 5707 
office: 416 443 0300

www.richardwolf.ca

For Sale
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TRANSYLVANIA CLUB KITCHENER 
2026-27 Board of Directors - 2026-27 Vorstand 

 

President                                             Dave Emrich                             Präsident 

Vice-President                                     Alfred Lowrick                          Vizepräsident 

Secretary                                              Lorraine Principi                       Schriftführer 

Treasurer                                             Connor Crouse                         Hauptkassier 

Membership Treasurer                        Katie Dienesch                          Mitglieder Kassier 

Special Events Director #1                   Bob Foster                                Veranstaltungsleiter #1 

Special Events Director #2                   Reiny Schmidt                          Veranstaltungsleiter #2 

Property Manager                               Frank Emrich                           Gebäudeverwalter 

Newsletter Editor                                Heidi Löwrick                           Presseleiterin 

Press Committee Member                    Helgard Werner                        Pressekomitee 

Webmaster #1                                     Christine Schmidt                     Webmaster #1 

Social Media Director                          Laik Sweeney                            Social Media Coordinator 

Okt-fest Committee Chairperson         Lori Moore                               Oktoberfest-Komitee Vorsitzende 

Oktoberfest Committee Member #1    Krista Hesch                            Oktoberfest-Komitee Mitglied #1 

Oktoberfest Committee Member #2    David Mathes                            Oktoberfest-Komitee Mitglied #2 

Oktoberfest Committee Member #3    Lorianne Schaus                       Oktoberfest-Komitee Mitglied #3 

Cultural Group Chairperson                Erika Schmidt                           Kulturgruppenleiterin 

Co-Presidents of the Ladies Auxiliary  Heidi Löwrick/Lorraine Principi   Präsidentinnen des Frauenvereins


